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Correspoiulonce respecting* Insults in China. 



No. 1. 
Bir Henr;/ Pottinger to the Earl of Aberdeen. — {Received March 13.) 

(Extract.) Macao, December 20, 1S42. 

HAVING arranged with Rear Admiral Sir Tliomas Cochrane, tliat Her 
Majesty*s steam-frigate "Vixen/' is to reacli Bombay in time for the overhi'ul mail 
of tlie 1st of February next, I avail inysclf of the opportunity to make your Lordship 
acquainted with tlie particulars, so far as I h;ivc had time and moans to investigate 
them, of a recent disturbance at Canton, during wliich considerable dauuixe was 
done; three of the factories (including that one called the English factory) burned, 
and the lives and property of many of Her Majesty's subjects, and ap[)arcntly of 
other foreigners, placed for a time in considerable jeopardy. 

Tlie first intelligence which reached meat llong Kong of these excesses, was 
on the lOth instant, by an express boat conveving a variety of private notes whicli 
a friend at this place had received from ditferent persons iiiterested in the matter, 
and which he was so good as to forward for my satisfaction. From those notes it 
appeared that there liad been a violent pop\ilar outbreak, which was stated (by 
some) to have had its origin in an affray between certain lascars (Indian sailors) 
and lower classes of C1unc?e, and which liad been allowed to go on tlie whole day. 
It further appeared that the Chinese mob, after having been driven back during the 
day, assembled in greater force, a^*d at 10 p.m. on the Ttlu set fire to throe buihlings 
(the Creek, Dutch, and English factories'), in one of whicli the lascars luid been 
allowed to take refuge, and that a marked feeling of animosity towards tiio English 
had been evinced by the rioters. Tlie whole of these notes, however, agreed in 
saying that quiet had been restored, although some of the writers stated that a good 
deal of excitement continued, and expressed appreiiension of a renewal of the 
outrages. 

I now submit, for your Lordship's notice, roMo^ of the following documents : — 

Of a letter to the Governor-Oencral of Canton, dtiied l»lh insianl. 

Of a letter, dated LUh instant, to my address, from Li^'utenant-Cieneral 

Sir Hugh Gough. 
Of a letter addressed, on the iruh, by Sir Iluu;h Gough to Her Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for the War Department, forming Inclosure 

to No. 1. 
Of a letter addressed to me by certain British merchants, dated at Canton 

on the 13tli instant. 
Of a letter addressed by the same merchants to Licutenant-Gcneral Sir 

Hugh Gough on the TJth instant. 
Of the reply made by Sir Hugh Gou„k to the said merchants, under date 

the 1-Uh instant. 
Of my reply to the merchants, dated the KUh instant. 
Of my reply to Licutenant-General Sir Hugh Gough, dated the 1 7th instant. 
Of the answer to my letter from his Excellency the Viceroy. 

Exclusive of the fact of nearly 200 lascars having gone to Canton without any 
apparent control, I have learned that there were several l^iuropean or American females 
there; that seme of them had walked about the outskirts of the city, and had even 
crossed the river to llonan.— an ex])Osure which is at total variance with ideas of 
decorum and propriety amongst the better orders of Chinese, and which, 1 have 
heard, subjected them to the hootings and insulting indecencies of the rabble. 1 iiave 
also been told that dillerent per.sons had publicly talked of selecting spots for their 
future country residences in the mighbourhood of Canton, and had avowedly crossed 
the river to Honan \\c that purpose, which are all indiscretions calculated to give 
ofteuce and cause ill-will, 
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Inclosure I in No. 1. 
Sir Henry Potiinger to the Governor-General of Canton, 

Ilomj Kong, December 13, 1842. 

SIR Ilenrj Pottinger, Baronet, Ilor Britannic Majority's Plenipotentiary, has 
the honour to inform ]»is Excellency the Gov*;rnor-General of Kwang-tung and 
Kwangsc, tliat he reached llohg Kong, after visiting the several provinces along the 
coast, on the 2nd instant. 

It was the Plenipotentiary's purpose quietly to await here the arrival of the 
High Coniniissioncr Elepoo, and then to proceed to Canton, where he anticipated 
the pleasure of a personal meeting witli the Governor-General. 

But on the 8th instant, while thus waiting here, he learned, with a degree of 
surprise and regret which will hardly permit iiim to remain quiet, that several 
thousands of lawless people liad, on the preceding day, collected about the foreign 
factories at Canton, and proceeded to plunder and set fire to the foreign residences, 
cind that the local authorities were unable to suppress and disperse them, or to save 
the factories from being burned. 

Having regard to the Peace lately concluded between the two countries, the 
Plenipotentiary feels that for him to adopt any military steps for tiie due punish- 
ment of these rioters would be neither calculated to sustain the pacific relations 
thus established nor consistent with the resj)ect duo to the authority of the Emperor 
of China. And, tlierefore, while lie has had troops in readiness for the defence of 
the mercantile community he yet sees it right first to communicate with the 
Governor-General, in the hope that his Excellency will seize and severely punish the 
offenders, that such misconduct may be nipped in tiie bud. Should the Governor- 
General not have force adequate to this object, the Plenipotentiary will immediately, 
on the expression of such a wish by his Excellency, send troops to his assistance ; 
but, otherwise it will be needless for him to do so. 

The losses, however, sutlered by merchants fron\ the plunder of the mob arc 
considerable ; and the Plenipotentiary in)agines that the understanding and sense of 
justice of the Governor-General will lead his Excellency to give commands for their 
full remuneration. 

Further, the Plenijiotentiary, when at Amoy, liaving learned the melancholy 
intelligence that the authorities in Foruiosa had cruelly massacred the British 
people cast on their shores, deemed it right to issue distinct proclamations on the 
subject, and to address a communication to the High Commissioner Elepoo, with the 
hope that due retribution might be indicted His communication to the High 
Commissioner is now forwarded to the Governor-Gonorai, with the request that it 
may be duly U'atismitted ; and the Plenipotentiary has at the saujo time the honour 
to forward for his Excellency's perusal copies of the two proclamations. 

(Signed; HENRY POTTINGER. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 1. 

lAeutenant'GeiiCral Sir llugli Gough to Sir Henry PoUinger, 

(Extract.) Canton, December 13, 184 2. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for your Excellency's information, copy of my 
letter of this date to Her MajestCs Principal Secretary of State for the War 
Department, acquainting his Lordship with some of the circunjstances of the riot of 
the Hh instant, as stated tu me b^ gcntl'Mnen who were present. 



Inclosure 3 in No, 1 . 
Lieutenant-General Sir Hugh Gough to Lord Stanley. 

(Extract.) Canton, December 13, 1842. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship, that having given my final 
orders at Hong Kong regarding the force to return to India, I went over to Alacao, 
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pending tlieir fulfilment, and was proceeding thence in the steamer "Proserpine" to 
C anton, with a view to seeing, before leaving China, the new forts that have been 
erected on the banks of the river above Whampoa, when, upon our reaching that 
place on the night of the 8tli instant, several boats pushed off from the ships at the 
anchorage with the news of tlie tumult of the preceding day. 

I immediately wrote to Sir Henry Pottinger, ordering at the same time a body 
of troops to be held in readiness to move on his Excellency's requisition ; and 
having dispatched my letters by a fast boat, determined to proceed at once to 
Canton, as I was informed that great exciteiiient prevailed, and renewed outrage 
was to be apprehended. We were obliged to anchor within a mile of the city, 
about 3 o'clock on the njorning of the !)th, on account of the darkness of the night 
and the vast crowd of boats in the river ; but weii^liinir a^ain at davlight, soon 
reached the factories. The mob liad by this time retired, and all was quiet ; but I 
am sorry to say that we found tlie whole range of factories cast cjf Hog lane one 
mass of ruins. 

It appears, from the lx;st information I could collect from the different 
merchants who were present, that the riot commenced on tlie morning of the 7th, in 
a trifling dispute between a party of la^cars, who, to the number of 17(), had come 
up on liberty from the sliips at Whampoa, and some Chinese fruit-venders, in which 
one )f the Ittttr was wounded. A tumult arose, two of the lascars were killed, and 
others con/eyed away, and the mob soon got the upper hand, diovc otf the Chinese 
soldiers who had arrived on the application of the n\erohants to the locil authorities, 
entered the h»^*tori<;o, plundered the treahurios, and, carrying out furniture, placed it 
round the Britisli flag-stall', which was opposite to the old Company's factory, and 
set fire to it. Fire was ;dso carried i?ito this building, which was under roi)air by 
the Chinese Government for the reception of the Uritisli Plenipotentiary at the 
approaching Conferences, for carr> ing out the details of the Treat \ ; and the Haujes 
soon broke out in all directions. The wind being from the west, the factories west 
of Hog lane escaped tiie fire, and they also escaped from plunder, as the mob, 
satisfied with the outrage achieved, retired on the renewed appearance of the 
Chinese troops. 

It is stated that this mob was composed of people of the lowest order, belong- 
ing not so much to the city as to the neigiibourhood, that many were armed witli 
short swords, and that, although the dispute with the lascars \vas the iinmediate 
occasion of the outbreak, the rioters were evidently acting up m a preconcerted plan 
under the instigation (>f iniluential persons, and were headed by individuals who, 
from their dre>s, appeared to be of the better order. 

Her Majesty's llenipotentiary will have ampler means of ascertaining the 
facts; and ihe subject belongs more to him than lo me, but being upon the si)ot, I 
think it right to obser\e, that although the Government may have been in the first 
instance wanting in activity and decision, it does not seem to be borne out that the 
Mandarins connived at the riot. I found, upon my arrival, a guard of Chinese 
soldiers under their own olhcers ovtu* the factories ; and this guard, which was soon 
afterwards increased to about -/UO men, ha*^ been since continued, is visited daily by 
officers of rank, and conducts itself in the most (juiet and orderly manner. Ttie 
events of the last few days, however, have c >nfirmed the oi)inion which 1 adduced as 
a ground for leaving an imposing force in China, that there is an iniluential body at 
this place opjjosed, from self-interest, to the stipulations of the Treaty. 

The arrival of the steamer on the morning of the !lth, being suppo.^ed to be 
consequent ui)on intelligence of the riot, occasioned much sensation, and the Hong 
merchants &oon after waited upon me. I explained to tiiem, that I had not come 
in an ollicial capacity, but had sent a despatch to the Hritisli Plenipotentiary, who 
would, 1 had no dotibt, take immediate measures for demanding rL'i>aratit)n, and 
for future security. I recommended to them to u.nc their influence with the 
Oover ment and t'he people to njaintain tranquillity, and observed, that the steamer 
would, if required, allord protection to the factories. The Qua'»g-heep, a Mandarin 
of liigli rank, called afterwards, but as I considered it inexpedient that 1 should 
meet any Government otlLer of less rank than the Viceroy, 1 deputed Lieutenant- 
Colonel iMountain to receive him, with directions to repeat what 1 had said to the 
Hong merchants. The Qua g-heep stated in reply, that the Government was 
exceedingly sorry for the outrage that had been committed, and was j)repared to 
give full consideration to the subject of reparation ; and he concluded with a request 
that the steamer might be sent down to \Vlianq)oa. He grounded this request upon 



the excitement of the populace, observing, tliat since the news of the Peace fclio 
Government had discliarged its stoutest soldiers and was unable to coiitrol the mob ; 
but lie gave up the point on l>eing told, tliat it was out of tlie question pending the 
receipt of an answer from Ilong Kong to the letters already di patched. 

Since tlie 9th, alarming rumours have been alloat of excitement amid tlio 
populace, and collections of armed men in tlie neighbourhood. 



Inclosure 4 in No. 1. 

British Merchania at Cahton to Sir Ilmrij Pottimjer. 
Sir, 

AVE take the liberty of waiting on your Excellency with the annexed copy of a 
letter which we yesterday addressed to Sir Huiili Gough, togetlier with a copv of lii- 
reply, by which you will perceive that he has consented, in consequen -e of the recent 
attack on the foreign factories, to allow the steamer ** Proserpine" to remain nlf 
Canton for the present, for the protection of the Mritish communitv. 

It is unnecessary to trouble your Excellency witli the statements, in detail, o( 
the parties who were eye-witnesses of the riot, or the inquiries which were sub- 
sequently made, but the result may be stated in a few words : — 

1. That there appears no doubt of the fact that the attack on the foreign 
factories had been determined on for some time previously to its occurrence, aiid 
that the parties employed in it were regularly organized. 

2. That although an affray between some Lascars and Chitiese was the 
ostensible cause of its commencement at that particular time, the attack would have 
taken place, sooner or later, had no such circumstance occurred. 

3. That the local authorities were unable or unwilling to alford ollicient 
protection in time to prevent a considerable sacrifice of life and property, and the 
causes which occasioned such a result arc liable at any moment to recur. 

A. That there is spirit of hostility to the English very general amonir certain 
orders in Canton, and that the common people arc guided and intluencod by parties 
who liavc means and ability of giving effect to their operations in a more systematic 
manner, than could be expected from an ordinary mob. 

As no machinery exists at present for carryi'tg on tiie trade, except by actual 
residence in Cantv)n, and, as it is unlikely any change can be made in time for 
the management of the present season's business, we consider it of the utmost 
importance that the British community should be eiuibled continuo for the present 
to reside in their factories, as their withdrawal would, in the existing state of affairs, 
necessarily throw the business into tlie hands of the Aniericans and others, who, 
from their political position and other cause, »4re not likely to sutler from tiie 
hostility of the Chinese. 

The recent occurrences having shown that life and property are insecure under 
the protection of the local Government, we heg leave respectfully to submit to your 
Excellency our conviction that the British cuinmunity cannot with safety remain in 
Canton, unless i)rotection be afforded on tlie spot by our own Government 
authorities, and we venture, therefore, to hoj)e that yuur Excellency will take into 
consideration their urgent request, that their Excellencies tlie navnl and military 
Commanders-in-chief may be moved to place such a force for their defence in 
Canton as may seem expedient 

Canton^ December l.S, 1842, 

We have, \c, 

(^Signed) Dent and Co. J. A. Ilulbert. 

Turner and Co. Framjee .lamsetjee. 

Gibb, Livingston, and Co Pestonjee Cowa^jee. 

Charles Comptou. Horn»ajee Framjee. 

\Vm. Fryer. Pcstt)njee, Jlerwnjee, & Co. 
ppro. Bell and Co., J. Mackrill Smith. Jummoojee Nas^ervunjee. 

E. A. Staple. Ruttimjec Framjee. 

D. Potter. Luijoorjee Sorabjce. 
W, 0. Le Geyt. 





Ii)closure 5 in No. 1. 

Brdibh Mcrchujits nt Ctfudm to Lic^dOiahi-dnncnd ><tr Jlwjh (n>^f:lt. 
Sir, 

THE undcraignod, British merchants in Caiiton, lia'ini; met to deliberate on 
their present position, beg leave respceihiily to .submit, tliat inquiry of* tiie C'liine.^e 
leads them to believe that the recent attack on the foreign factories \vas tlic result 
of a prc-arranired determination of tlie mob, assisted and infiuenccd. it is su]>posed, 
by parties averse to apprehended foreign innovation ; and as the local authorities 
were avowedly unable for a considerable time to (pull the disturbaiice and did not 
in fact succeed in doing so until after a considerable loss of life and property, we 
arc forced to the conclusion that the British community cannot be con.-idercd safe 
in their houses in Canton, without efficient protection from their own Government 
on the spot. 

Although the local authorities have ])laccd a considerable number of soldiers to 
guard the factories, we do not consider that they can be depended upon in case of 
another rising of the people; and others represent considerable boJics of men to be 
still assembled in the city and neighbourhood of Canton, from whom another attack 
may at any moment take place. 

Under tliesc circumstances, we beg leave respectfully to solicit your Kxcellcncy 
to allow the steamer *' Proserpine *' to remain in front of the factories, should such 
an arrangement be possible, at any rate until some communication may be received 
from Ilcr Majesty *s Plenipotentiary, allbrding information to the British merchants 
of his intentions for their future security. 

Canton, December 12, 1842. 

We liave, &c. 
(Signed) Dent and Co. Dirom and Co., p. W. Potter. 

Turner and Co. Bell and Co., p. J. M. Smith. 

Gibb, Livingston, and Co. C. S. Comp^on. 

Lindsay and Co., p. Wm. Fryer. Henry Gribblc. 
Fox, llawson, and Co., p. K. A. St:»plc. 



Liclosurc G in No, 1. 
Lieutenant-General Sir Hugh Gouijh io British Merchants at Otnton. 

Gentlemen, Canlonj Dcceinher 13, 1842. 

IN rei)ly to your letter received hist night, I beg to assure you that I sensibly 
feel the critical situation in which you stand. 

It is from reluctance to leave you in uncertainty that, although anxious to 
return to the head-quarters of the force, I have remained here five days, and am still 
waiting in hourly expectation of an ani^wcr to the communication which 1 dopatched 
to Ilcr Majesty's Plenipotentiary on the Sth instant. 

I will accede to your request in regard to leaving tlie steamer Mhere she i^, and 
7 would decide to remain myself in any event, but I do not ajiprchend any 
immediate further outbreak, and feel that I can be individually of little u^e here. 
Whereas my presence is required with the force. It would be a great satisfaction 
to me to hear from Sir Henry Pottinger before I leave you, and J shall delay my 
departure as long as possible with that view. 

I received through the Quang-lieep, on the 9th instant, an assurance tliat the 
Chinese Government is very desirous to maintain tranquillity, and though their 
power may be doubtful, I believe the assurance to be sincere. 1 will take this 
occasion to recommend you to be upon your guard, and carefully to ft)rbear from all 
that may tend to collision with the populace, pending the result of the measures 
upon which the Plenipotentiary, with whom the decision rests, may determine. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) 11. GOrail. 
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Inclosure 7 iu No. 1 . 
Sir Henri/ Pottinger to British Merchants at Canton. 

Gentlemen, Ilong Kong, Deccmher IG, 1S42. 

I HAVE this day received your letter of tlie 13th instant, including copies of 
one which you had addressed to Lieutenant-General Sir Hugh Gough, and of hh 
Excellency's reply on the subject of the late disturbances at Canton. 

I observe tliat you assume, 

1st. That the disturbance originated in a preconcerted plan; 2nd, that it ^vouId 
have taken pLace sooner or later without the immediately exciting cause of an 
affray between certain lascara and the Chinese ; 3rd, that the local authorities were 
either unable or unwilling to afford the necessary protection ; and 4th, tliat there 
is a spirit of hostility towards the English amongst certain classes in Canton, Avho 
guide and influence the rabble in their operations. 

You proceed to obscr\'e that it is not possible to carry on your commercial 
pursuits at Canton except by actual residence. You add that your withdrawal 
would throw the trade into the hands of Americans and others, who arc not likely 
to suffer from the hostile feelings of the Chinese ; and you conclude by requesting 
that I will move the naval and military commanders-in-chief to place such a force 
for your defence and protection in Canton as may seem expedient, 

I.proposc to have the honour of rci)lying to the various points of your letter 
in the order in which you have arranged tlmm; and, in doing so, I hope and bolicvo 
that it is not necessary for me to assure you of the unfeigned solicitude which I feel 
to promote your interests and welfare, as well as to provide for your comfort and 
safety, by every means in my j)ower consistent with the views wliich my judgment 
has led me to form, after the deepest and most anxious reflection on the questions 
which those points involve in connexion with the momentous trust which has beou 
confided by Her Majesty's Government to my guidance. 

With respect to the first point. I am obliged to distinctly avo\v» that no single 
fact has come to my knowledge that authorizes me to concur in the opinion you have 
expressed on it. On the contrary, the accounts that liavc reached me show that 
a large body of lascars (Sir Hugh Gougl^ states no less than 170) had been allowed 
to go up to Canton on leave from the ship *' Fort William " (and other vessels^ 
without any apparent control, or any person to look after them ; that they bad been 
fighting ** the M'holc day "with the Chinese, whom they drove back and kept in 
check until towards the evening, when the Clnnese assembled in large bodies, and 
overpowered the lascars, who were, in their turn, driven back, and allowed to take 
refuge in one of the hongs that was subsequently burned; and that only then the 
attack on the buildings commenced. 

I cannot convey to you my sentiments on tliis (first) point more clearly and 
simply than by liere quoting a portion of a private letter which I wrote on the 13tli 
instant to Lieutenant-General Sir Hugh Gough, in in answer to one which I had had 
from his Excellency on the 1 1th : — '* I hope the riots at Canton aic over, and that 
our merchants there will profit by their experience. It seems quite clear that the 
crew of the *' Fort AVilliam " and otlicr ships were the originators of the disturbance; 
and, before I make any demand for repaynicnt of t!ie losses from the local Govern- 
ment, I must be satisfied that some attempt was made to control the lascars. I hold 
that not even a boat's crew sliould be allowed to land without a responsible officer 
or person with tliem; and if merchants will not enforce some regularity and order 
in their ships, they must take the consequences." 

Tlic second point is in a great measure disposed of by the preceding remarks ; 
and I shall also have occasion to advert to its tenor in considering the fourth one. 
I shall, therefore, only here say, that, viewed abstractedly, it is based on mere 
surmise, M'hich is by jio means admissible in discussions like the present, and in 
whicli all statements adduced ought, I conceive, to be strictly limited to matter that 
is susceptible of clear proof. 

I think that the insinuated unwillingness (referred to in the third point) of the 
local authorities to afford protection is, in no degree, borne out by any of the details 
that have reached me up to this moment ; and it not only appears to me to be 
disproved by what those authorities have since done with the object of affording 
protection, but is likewise at total variance with the information and opinions that 



I Lave obtained from many difleront quarters as to tlie anxiety ^vliicli Ijoth the 
provincial otHcers and tlie Ilong merchants liad displayed np to the day in which 
the disturbance took place, to avert, as far as tlicy could, the injury to tlie local 
trade and prosperity of Canton, which the late Treaty is calculated to inflict; and 
which anxiety they evinced by a variety of conciliatory arranircnicnts and conces- 
sions Avhich arc too well known to call for particularization in this letter. 

As to the alleged inability of the local authorities to afford protection, that 
I can only, as at present infonnctl, contemplate in the light of a conjecture. Wo all 
know what an unmanageable tiling an exasiK-rated mob is in every part of the 
world. Jlany instances of this truism could be adduced, within all our recollections, 
in England and other of the most civilized nations of Europe; and, before I .subscribe 
to the correctness of this allegation, I must learn that proper and timely api>lication 
was made to the local officer, which, 1 regret to add, 1 have strong reasons for 
believing was not the case. It may, however, be true that the Chinese authorities 
Imd not the power immediately at hand to re-toro order when the riot became 
serious ; and it may even be hereafter urduippily verified, that they do not possess 
the means of preserving the peace for the future ; but, with respect to the first of 
these suppositions, it is just and proper, in looking at it, to inquire why our lascars 
— one of whom, I am informed, began the riot by stabbing a Chinese— were not 
restrained by those whose business it was to look after them ; and, as regards the 
second supposition, if we admit that it is possible, and investigate the cause, we arc 
obliged to revert to occurrences which took place before 1 came to China. 

None of you, Gentleman, will suppose me capai^le lor a moment of palliating 
the base and barefaced perfidy of the officers of the provincial government in the 
progress of events which terminated in the city of Canton being left at the mercy of 
Jler iMajesty's arms in May, 184 I ; but I believe I am quite justified in saying that, up 
to that time, there was no general po[>ular feelings of ill-will or antipathy towards the 
British nation on the side of the people. It is true ihat we had, from the earliest 
period of our intercourse with this empire, submitted (with a very few memorable 
exceptions) to constant contumely and indignity from the Chinese (lovernment 
officers; but, so far as the mass of the i)opuIation were concerned, they were, I have 
understood, as civil and as well di>|)ose{i as I have invariably found them in all 
])arts of the empire which I have had occn^ion to visit since the peace was concluded. 
It thence follows that the change which at that time came o\er the people, and 
which has gradually led to their present state of exasperation and excitement, must 
have been brought about by ourselves, — that is, i)artly by mismanagement, and 
])artly by ill-treatment; and! believe both the>e causes to have had a share in 
bringing matters to their present crisis. 

The fourth point is so mixed up with those that precede it, that, in examining 
ic, I might repeat many of my foregoing observations ; but I will spare you the 
repetition, and will content myself by asking you collectively and individually, 
whether, — with your admitted knowledge of the hostile feeling of certain classes at 
Canton, coupled with the influence which you declare you believe those classes to be 
able to exercise over the people, and also bearing in mind your recorded belief that, 
sooner or later, an outbreak would take place,— you, to whom this letter is particu- 
larly addressed, as well as all other foreigners, whether subjects of England or not, 
can stand forward and conscientiously assert that you have studied the comi)lexion 
of the times; that you have in any single iota or circumstance striven to aid me in 
my arrangements as the humble but zealous instrument of the Government whose 
protection has been extended to you in an unparalleled degree, and which, 1 may 
add, you aro always ready to claim arid expect, by endeavouring to dissipate and 
soothe the very excitement and irritation of M-hich you so loudly complain 'i I may 
even ask wdiethcr you have not thrown serious difiicultics and obstacles, if not 
positive risk, in the way of the very arrangements and measures which you so 
earnestly desire to see perfected, and which, next to the assertion of Her Majesty's 
dignity and honour, have been the leading ol>jcct of my public actions for the last 
eighteen months '{ It is needless to occupy your time and -swell this letter by 
detailing circumstances; but I presunie that you will now be ready to allow that it 
would have been better had you gone on, as in past times, quietly and unobtrusively 
with your mercantile pursuits, until it was announced to you that the provisions of 
the recent Treaty were to be considered in full force. Even in the most civilized 
parls of the globe such a course would have been equally advisable and expedient ; 
ana how much more so do they appear with a jealous, arrogant, and unapproachable 

2 



government like that of Clunn, which nvc have for ages alloAvccI, and ahuost 
encouraged, to revile and treat us as human beings of a lower grade. 

I have now arrived at the consideration of your present position and future 
prospects and M-ishes, as set forth in jour letter; and, with respect to the advantages, 
if not necessity, of actual residence at Canton, as well as the probable consequences 
that would attend on your being forced to withdraw from that place, I need only 
remark that I am fully apprised of those facts, and that I should, and shall very 
truly, regret the loss and inconveniences to which you would be exposed by tlic 
latter step becoming indispensable. I trust, however, tliat it will yet be averted 
through tlic measures wliich I Iiave in view. But adverting to the closing i-cqucst of 
your communication, I must at once, finally, most explicitly, and candidly, accpuiiut 
you that no conceivable circumstances should induce mc to place Her Majesty's 
Government in so false and undignified a posture, as I should consider it to 6c 
placed in, were I to send troops and sliips-of-war to Canton in opposition to tlic 
request and wishes of the local government, in order that you might carry on your 
trade under the protection of such troops and ships-of-war. Such an arrangement, 
irrespectively of the conclusive objection to it which 1 adduce above, would inevitably 
lead to further ill-will, heart-burning, and violence, and its only result must be 
disappointment, and, in all likelihood, a renewal of hostilities between the Govern- 
ments of England and China — a calamity which, I feel certain, you will one and 
all cordially unite with me in earnestly deprecating. 

In conclusion, I have in this letter entered at more length into an exposition of 
my sentiments than may have seemed to you to be called for by the one w])ich you 
addressed to me ; but, even before the Canton riots took place, I had iinbibcd many 
of the impressions which I now communicate to you ; and, as a coj)y of this letter 
Tvill be transmitted to Her Majesty's Government, in explanation of tlie course mIucIi 
I have decided upon following, I am desirous that the grounds of that decision 
should be clearly known to all of you. I liad hoped before this time to have liad it 
in my power to intimate to you the purport of the reply as to late events which 
I am expecting from the Viceroy at Canton ; but, owing to circumstances beyond 
my control, I am disappointed. You shall be made acquainted with it shortly; and 
in the meantime, as it seems to be quite certain that the presence of the small 
steamer at Canton is merely a source of irritation, whilst, in truth, if there be any 
danger, she can in no shape ward it ofl', I have given my ready assent to llear- 
Admiral Sir Thomas Cochranc's suggestion, that she should be recalled. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) IIENIIY POTTINGEK. 



Inclosure 8 in No. I. 



Sir Ilcnnj Pottinyer to Lieutenant-General Sir Hugh Gouijh. 

Sii', Ilong Kong^ Deceiaher I7> 1^42. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt yesterday of your Excellency's 
letter of the 13th instant, with its enclosed transcript of one to Lord Stanley, and, 
at the same time, I hud a communication from a number of British merchants at 
Canton, giving cover to copies of one which the same gentlemen liad addressed to 
your Excellency on tlic 12th instant, and of your reply of tlic following day. 

I have given the whole of these documents my most careful reflection, and have 
likewise compared the accounts which they give of the late disturbances at Canton, 
with those which have reached me from a variety of quarters. The result is, that 
I see no cause whatever for thinking that the Provincial Government had any 
participation or connivance with the rioters, but I am sorry to add, that I see 
reason for believing that the lascai's, who had gone to Canton on leave, Avere under 
no control, and that the absence of it on this occasion, has been the immediately 
exciting cause of the outbreak. 

I have, in my reply, expressed this opinion to the merchants, and have also 
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informed those gentlemen tlial it is quite out of my power to send troops ;ind sliips 
to Canton for tlieir protection, CDHtrarj to the wi.shes of the Chinese local authorities, 
as such a step would only lead to serious collision and possibly to a renewal of 
hostilities. 

Under these circumstances it does not seem to mc to be necessary that 1 should 
ask your Excellency to make any alteration in the number or disposition of the 
troops who are to be left at this settlement, and I accordingly ret[uest that you will 
be i)leascd to give elllct to the procnt arrangements. 

I have, ^'C. 
(Signed) IlEXRY POTTIXGER. 



Indosurc !) in No. 1. 

7/k Ooveruor-(nn)vval of Cunion to Sir Ift'in-j/ Pofhuffr 



KE-KrNG, of the Chinese Empire, a Guardian of tlie Crown Prince, a 
President of the Board of War, and Governor-General of Kwangtung and K\vanir<e, 
makes this communication : — 

On the loth instant, the Governor-General received the Honourable Phmi- 
potcntiary's communication, slating lliat, on the 7th of the month, " several 
thousands of lawless people had collected about the foreign factories at Canton, ^'cc/' 

[The remainder of the Plenipotentiary's letter of tlio 13th is here quoted, 
entire.] 

The Governor-General finds that, on the 7th, at about 4 P.M., he siuldenly 
heard of the populace at tbe foreign factories being engaged in contest with 
certain black-faced for'Mgners, wlicn blows were indicted on either side. The local 
authorities, civil and military thereon repaired with ^]ieed to the spot, to suppress 
the riot, and found that it originated in a dispute about the purchase of fruit. 
IIavi!jg i!iquired into the matter, they sei/A-d some individuals, and the popuhice 
were gradually dispersed. 

But, of a sudden, at about P.M., an inner set of apaitmonts in tiie foreigp. 
factories M'as seen to be on fire, and burning very furiously ; whereupon tlie 
Governor-General proceeded in person, accompanied by many civil and military 
oflicers of all grades, and attended by fire-engines and hose, to endeavour to 
extinguish the lire. But being in the depth of night, and in a confined situation, it 
was impossible at once to extiiiguish it. And the pcoj)Ie collected to put out tlic 
fire being very many, lawless ones mingled themselves among them, and took occasion 
to rob and plunder. The government troo])s were therefore ordered to fire on them, 
and to aj^prehend offenders. High civil and military oflicers were also deputed ithe 
death-mandate having been revenuitly applied for) to repair to the spot, and 
suppress the riot. Upwards of ten plunderers were in consequence successively 
seized, when the rest of the lawless people lied and dispersed. 

Every day since, troops have been on duty, keeping watch day and night, and 
all has remained in perfect quiet. 

These arc the leal facts regarding the events of the last few days, seen and 
known by all, both the native and foreign, merchant p.eople, 

Secinf? that it is now the gracious pleasure of the Great Emperor that peace 
and friendly commercial intercourse should subsist between the native and foreign 
meixjhants, the Governor-General, looking with the same regard on one as on the 
other, will assuredly not fail to afford the utmost protection in his power. And he 
hopes that the Honourable Plenipotentiary will transmit orders to the Consular 
Officer residing at Canton rigorously to restrain the black-faced foreigners, that they 
may not bo allowed again to create disturbance, and give rise to such affrays. The 
Governor-General, on his part, will also faithfully search after the plunderers, invcs- 
ti^^ate their cases, recover the stolen property, and punish their ollences. Each thus 
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guided by justice, and engaged to repress the bad, quiet freedoni from disturbance 
will be the natural result. The Honourable l^lenipotentiarj may set liis mind at 
perfect rest, and need not rend hither any troops. 

As regards the money and )n'operty pUuiderod from tlie merchants, the amount 
has not vet been clearly ahcortained. AVhen, in obedience to his orders, the Hong 
iiierchuv-ts, in per:^onal conjunction with tiic merchants of the honourable country, 
shall have accurately ascertained the real amounts, the sunis sludl bo severaliy 
recovered and repaid. The Governor-General being charged ^ith the direction of 
the people's affairs, will act with rigid regard to justice ; his desire being that 
natives and foreigners shall be united together in sincere good faith, and remain for 
ever in quiet — he will not allow that the merchants of the various countries, who 
come over such vast seas to trade here, should be in\olved in \ohs and embarrass- 
ment. 

The communication sent for the High Commissioner Elepoo, shall be immediately 
sent by express, inquiring for his Excellency on the way. 

A most necessary communication. 

Taoukwang, 22nd year, lltli month, 14tli day. {15th December, 1842.) 



No. 2. 



Sii' Jfctrr;/ Poitlmjer to the Earl ofAbenlceih—'Jfvajived March 13, 1843.) 

(Extract.) Macao^ December 23, 1842. 

I HAVE received from the merchants a reply to my letter to them of the 
1 6th instant, the original of which I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship, 
there not being time for a copy to be taken. 1 also forward a copy of the 
rejoinder which I directed to be given. 



Inclosurc 1 in No. 2. 

lirtlis/i ^^crchanis a( Canlou to Sir Hinry Potiin(jcr, 

Sir, 

AVE have the lionour of acknowledging receipt of your Excellency's letter of 
l()th instant, and although we arc Avell aware it would be unsuitable for us 
unnecessarily to occupy your Excellency's time by further observation on the subject 
to which it refers, we trust to be excused for adverting to some points which appear 
to call for reply. 

Your Excellency is jilcascd to say that our opinions ** being based on mere 
surmise, arc not admissible in such discussions as the present ;" but wc may be 
allowed respectfully to observe, that if the opinions of parties, most of whom were 
present in Canton before, during, and after the riot, are deemed unworthy of 
attention, we hope they may at any rate not be considered of less value than 
reports which have accidentally reached your Excellency at Hong Kong, a place 
remote from tlie scene of action. What ever information your Excellency may 
have received leading to a difierent opinion, wc beg respectfully to assure your 
Excellency that all evidence which we have since collected, tends only to strengthen 
r\nd confirm the views expressed in our former letter. 

Even were it admitted, as appears to be assumed by your Excellency, that the 
irregular conduct of certain lascars led to the riot, we may venture to observe that 
the j>ractice of allowirg seamen of all nations to proceed to Canton on liberty, has 
been of long standing, and that if, as api)ears to be the opinion of your Excellency, 
such custom was calculated to lead to difficulties, the remedy could not possibly be 
considered as resting w, th the British merchants, who never liave had authority to 
make regulations for the control of seanicn, nor the power to impose penalties for 
the breach of any that it might be deemed expedient to frame. 

As your Excellency appears to doubt that timely notice was given to the 
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authorities of tl\c serious cii:iractcr Nvliioh the riot had assumed, we sliail liave tlio 
tlic Iionour to forward to your I'iXccllency authenticated biateincnts, >>liu\\ini{ that 
repeated applications were made in vain, througli the Ilong nierehaiiLs, for 
protection ; and that it is un^ler^tood the nu^sseni^er from the Viceroy, wlio waited 
on his Excellency Sir Hui^di CiouL'li in Cantt^n. distinctly admitted tliat such 
applications were made, hut could not for a considerable time bo attended to, in 
consequence of a force not beinir available. 

The mo-t important para<,n*aph of your Kxccilency's letter remains to be 
noticed ; it is the grave charge which your ilxccllency is pleased to bring against 
the Englisli and foreign mercliants in the ibllowing words, A\hich we extract at 
length: '* I will content myself by asking you, collectively ami individually, whether 
with your admitted knowledge of the hostile feidn^s of certain classes at Caiit^n, 
coupled with the influence which you declare you believe those classes to l)e able to 
excv'^isc over the people, and also bearing in mind your recorded belief that sooner 
or laiev -in outbreak would take place, — you, to whom this letter is particularly 
addressed, as "ell as all other foreigners, whether subjects of Kuirland or not, can 
stand forward ami conscientiously assert that you have studied tiic complexion of the 
times — that you hav:^ in any single iota or circumstance striven to aid me in mv 
arrangements as ihe hu;nblc but /;eali)us instrument of the (jovcrinnent whose 
protection has been extended to yo;i in an unparalleled degree, and which, I may 
add, yon arc always ready to claim and expect, — by endeavouring to dissipate and 
soothe th:; very excitement and irritation of vwiicli you so loudly complaint I may 
even ask whetiier you have not tlirown serious difliculties and obstacles, if not 
positive risk, in tlie way of the very arrang.'ments and measures which you so 
carnc-tly desire to see perfected, and which, next to the assertion of Her -Alajesty's 
dignity and honour, have been the leading object of my public actions for the last 
eighteen months ?" 

In reference to tlie^e strong observations, wc take the libert) of most respect- 
fully recalling to your Hxcellency's recollection, that since your ^Excellency's arrival 
in China, nearly a year and a-half ago, the letter of I3th* instant is thcVn'st and 
only address which has been submitted to your Excellency by the P>ritish merchants 
individually or collectively, either seeking for information or asking for protection. 
That your Excellences proclamation, dated 12th August, 1S-!1, distinctly stated 
that the mercantile community nuist carry on their trade at Canton, entirely on 
their own risk and peril. That such proclamation was in some measure indirectly 
rescinded by one, dated " Chusan, 14th November, 18-12'' alh)wing the trade at 
Canton to continue, although no Ciovernment protection was even then actually 
promised or afforded ; and that during the progress of such trade no protection h;is 
directly or indirectly been aflbrded or claimed M'ithin the port of Canton, at a time 
when warlike operations and seizures of Chinese property have been carried on alon^^ 
the whole coast, and even in the Canton river itself. 

Wc conceive therefore we may be allowed in some degre(^ to dissent from the 
opinion of your Excellency that "the protection of the (Jovernment has been 
extended to us in an uni)aralleled degree;" and considering the serious risl; of 
person and property wiiich we have incurred, without one word of complaint or 
remonstrance, during the whole time that your Excellency has had cliarge of atlairs 
in China, we submit that an ir.sinuation that wc are over-read v to claim sucli 
protection, is not altogether in accordance with the actual circumstances of the case. 

We n^ay be allowed further to observe that none of us are aware of any 
occasion on which your Excellency has thought it desirable to seek for our oj)inions 
or co-operation in any way ; the o!iIy information which we have received of your 
Excellency's views or wishes, being found in certain proclamations made public 
during the progress of hostilities ; and we can conscientiously assert that none of us 
have ever to our recollection thrown risk or diiliculty in the way of your E.xcellency. 

During the past sixteen months wc may observe, that the trade in Canton, 
although carried on without any protection or control on the part of the British 
authorities, has been managed by fewer parties, and in as peaceable and unob- 
trusive a manner as at any period since the abolition of the Company's Charter; and 
we feel justiiied inmost solemnly denying that the charge of ill-treatment of the 
Chinese can with justice be cast upon the foreign merchants. Wc may safely assert, 
that the merchants generally have endeavoured to carry on their mercantile pursuits 
in Canton in accordance with former custom ; and in the only case, we believe, 
where innovation has taken place, the residence of ladies in Canton, the very limited 
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number \y1io have taken advantage of the permission formally granted by tlie local 
authorities, and witli the implied, if not expressed sanction, of your Excellency, have 
been accidental Yiiit)rs, not the wives of resident merchants. * We may add, tliat no 
intimation was, bo believe, conveyed to any one, that your Excellency disapproved of 
these proceedings, altliough tlic circumstances were generally known, until after the 
attack on the foctories. 

We beg leave to assure your Excellency that we have been, and are, one and 
all, ready and anxious to conform to all arrangements which may be made for the 
regulation of our trade and otlier nuitters by the ofiicors of our Government, when 
duly informed of them ; but we respectfully submit that severe public censure should 
not indiscriminately be cast on all the foreign mcxhants, in consequence of outra<^es 
assumed to have been occa'^^ioncd by the acts of a few, especially when such acts may 
be considered rather the result of the absence of understood regulations, than of pre- 
meditated irregularity. 

As your Excellency have been pleased to lay a copy of your Excellency's letter 
before the Home Government, we beg leave to request the ssmc course may be pur- 
sued wnth our reply. 

Macao, IJecnnher 23, IS'42. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) Dent and Co. Fox, Rau-son, and Co. 

Turner and Co. p. Dirom and Co., W. \V. Dale. 

GibK Livingstone, and Co. Henry Gribble. 

Lindsay and Co. W. C. Lo Geyt. 

p. Bell and Co., Alfred Wilkinson. D. and M. Rustomjee and Co 



Inclosurc 2 in No. 2. 

J/r. Woosnam to Britiiyh Merchants at Canton. 

Gentlemen, Macao, JJcccmbcr 2^, 1842. 

I AM directed by Sir Henry Pottinger to acknowledge tlic receipt of your 
letter of yesterday's date^ and to inform you tliat a copy of it will be transmitted 
(with the other correspondence) to Her ILajcsty's Government by the steamer now 
under dispatch. 

His Excellency furtlier directs me to take this opportunity to mention to you 
that the Viceroy at Canton has, in reply to tlic letter which was addressed to him, 
declared his groat anxiety, as well as perfect ability, to protect; all foreigners, and 
has also expressed his readiness to repay such losses as nuiy have been incurred 
during the late riots after they shall have been correctcdly ascertained and submitted 
through Her JIajcsty's Government. 

I have. &c. 
(Signed) RICHARD AVOOSNAM, 

.Ictinc/ Sec Man/, 

No. 3, 
77ic Eavl o/Ahcrdecu to Sir llenr;/ Pottimjer, 

Sir, Foreiija OJIice, April I, 1843. 

I H.-WE received your despatches of the 20tli and 23rd of December, respect- 
ing tlie disturbances wliich took place at Canton on tlic 7tli of December, and 
inclosing your correspondence on that subject witli Lieutcnant-Gcneral Sir Hugh 
Gough ar.d with certain 3ritisli merchants. 

Deeply as Her Majesty's Government regret an occurrence M'hich was calculated 
to put in jeopardy the amicable relations so lately concluded between the two 
countries, they have nevertheless derived no small satisfaction from tlie anxiety 
shown by the Chinese authorities at Canton to put a stop to the tumult, and to 
repress the excesses of the Chinese populace. Her Majesty's Government entirely 
approve of your having declined to act upon the suggestion which was made to you, 
to employ Her Majesty's forces for the protection of the factories at Canton against 
the violence of the i)op\dacc, ^^hichthc British merchants apprehended might again 
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lead to scones of confusion and dcbtniction. There is ^lUllieient e\idencc tu >ho\v 
that the outbreak ol' the Chinese inol) \va^, in the lir>t in.^tanee, and in all pr^tha- 
bility cxchisively provoked by tlie neirlii^^ine of the master of a Briti^^li ve-^el, in 
allowing his seamen to i^o on bhoro \viih<>ut elheient i-unlrol. Her Majesty's 
Government trust that the excesses of tho.^e.^( amen, wln-n tlius emaneijtated from the 
restraints ot* discipline, will prove a s:ihitary lesson to Hritish mercliants eu'jaued in 
the trade ^vith China, and that they will ae^juire the eon\ietion that tht* security uf 
their persons and pr(;])erty must in no small degree depend upon theniselves ; tor 
llcr Majesty's Uovernnient cannot hohl thenisehes responsible cither lor the pro- 
tection or indemniiication of parties who, 1>\ tlieirown misconduct, or by their 
culpable negligence in omitting to restrain tliose whom it is their duty to control, 
shall render theniselves obnoxious to the Chinese Government or people. 

I am, &c 
(Signed) ABERDEEN. 



No. 'I. 

8ir //. Pottiugor to Ihr Earl of Aberdeen. — {Received May 0.) 

(Extract*) Vtrtoria, Uon(j Ko)\(jj February f)) 1<*^44. 

i HAVE the honour to forward lor your J^ordship'^ information, copy of a 
letter which 1 have addressed to Captain Ball'our, ller Majesty^s Consul at 
Shanghac. 

Captain Balfour re|)orted in hi-; letter to which the inelosurc is a re|)ly, that 
some person \vho had gone out to shoot al)out a mih^ and a half from the 
shijiping, had fwcd through a hedge (by which all the farm-houses in Unit part 
of China are surrounded), and severely woundetl two ho\s, wlio were brought to 
the temporary Consulate some hours ai'tei- in a \ery (hmuvrous state, and that it 
was believed by Dr. IJale that one would be blind for lite. 

The Inteudant and District Magistrate had each addressed very stronir, but 
very proper, letters to Cai)tain Ihilfour on the subject, and he took such >teps as 
occurred to him at the time to di>covcr tb.e offender, but he (^Captain Balfour) 
savs he was not assisted as he might have been in bis search by the local 
authorities, who coidd. he t!ui\ks, have had no difKeulty in tracing the Chinese 
boatmen who look the olirnder on shore from iiis ship, as well as two China- 
men who were stated to have been in (*om]»any witli liim when the boys were 
wounded. 

] have since heard by rumour that the ollender's name is now known, and 
should it prove so when I next hear from Cajjlain Baltbur, and I find he 
belonged to the ship '* \'ali)arais()," I ^hall call on, and oblige, the lirm of 
Messrs. Dent and Co. to [►ay all expenses of the womided boys, and to |)rovi{le 
for their future sup[)ort, slionid Unit become necessary from either or both 
having sustained permanent injury. 
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Inclosm'c in No. -i. 
iS'n II, Poliiinjer lo Cvni>nl Balfour. 



Sir, Government [fouse^ Victoria , Januari/ 10, 1844. 

I RECEIVED and perused with great conecM'n your letter of the 
2nd ultimo, and its accompaniments, connected with two boys having been 
(accidentally) wounded near Shanghae by some person who had gone from one 
of the vessels to shoot in the country. 

I consider this accident (e\en admitting il to have been purely such) nost 
unfortunate at the outset of the trade, and 1 wi^h it had occurred to you to 
request Commander \'yner, of ller Majesty^ ship ** Wolf," \o call on the 
masters of the vessels then at Shanghae to declare on oath whether any, and 
what, persons had landed fiom their ves.^els for tlie puipose of shooting on that 
particular day on wi)ich the accident occurred, and not to have allowed any 
vessel lo quit the port till the offender was discovered. 

D 
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1 should have deemed any measures you might liavo adopted on sucli an 
occasion, however strong they might have appeared, to have been tjuite justified, 
and they \vould have Iiad my full sanction and support. 

It is now, lio\ve\'er, too late to look to any such step, and I have therefore only 
to express my hope that the two boys who were wounded have been taken every 
care of, and that they have recovered under Dr. Hale^s professional attention. 

I siiall be prepared, on hearing from you, to sanction any present (or in 
case of permanent injury, such as the loss of eyesight, any small monthly 
stipend) you may see fit to rcconnncnd for the sufferers, and with this view I 
shall await your further rei)ort before I bring the aflfair to the notice of Her 
Majesty's GoNcrnnicnt. In the meantime, I have but to add that any restric- 
tions you may think it advisable to adopt in concert with the local authorities 
will have my hearty concurrence. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY POTTINGER. 



No. 5. 
Mr, Davis to the Earl of Aberdeen, — {Received May 6.) 

(Extract.) Victoria, Hong Kong^ January 10, 184."). 

I IIAVI^] the honour to forward, for your Lordship's information, copy of 
a despatch from Mr. Alcoek, at Amoy, on the subject of a seizure and robbery, 
connuittcd on the persons of several Chinese in the British service at 
Koo-lang-soo. 

Mr. Aleock states (as I have heard from other quarters), that " this act of 
violence is believed to have been committed with the coimivance of the manda- 
rins, the parties attacked having been marked men, from their having been 
actively employed by the i3ritish during the war,'* 

I accordingly thought it my duty to bring the subject to the notice of his 
Excellency the Imperial Commissioner, by the inclosed letter, considering, as 
Mr, Alcoek justly remarks, that ** if the Cinnese in the service of the British 
residents or authorities are not protected from injury, but, on the contrary, are 
allowed to feel that they arc singled out for persecution and annoyance, great 
prejudice nuist result to British interests generally, and to our consideration and 
nfiucncc at each port.*' 

1 received Inclosurc No»3 irom Keying, in reply, informing me that lie had 
sent a '*' Hying despatch " to the Provincial Government of Fokien on the sul)ject; 
and I trust that the result may be the punishment of the aggressors. 

With reference to this subject of )icrsecution, I regret to observe that 
Article IX of the Treaty of Nanking, l)y which the Emperor agreed to publish, 
*' under his Imperial sign-manual and seal, a full and entire anmesty and act of 
indenmity to all subjects of China," &c., has never been fulfilled. 

I have found, in the archives of my office, a Chinese paper whicli 
completely embodies the vindic(i\c si)irit that has actuated the Govermnent of 
the country, from the first, towards those of its unfortunate subjects who adhered 
to us during the war ; and, at the same time, clearly -plains and accounts for 
all that has hap|)ened at Ningpo, Chusan, and Amoy, as well as Shanghae, where 
Captain Balfour successfully interposed in favour of a persecuted Chinese in our 
service. The paper in question was addressed, in 1842, to the Emperor, by the 
Governor of Che-keang, and I think it too important not to forward it to your 
Lordship as Inclosurc No. 4. 

The Emperor enjoins his Ministers to transact this business ** secretly;" and 
the reply of the Governor proves that a fitter instrument could not have been 
selected for any work involving perfidy and deceit. He recommends that 
inquiries should be made whether **the said traitorous natives have not, at a 
previous period, been put down as villains ; and if there is any evidence of their 
wickedness, the said constables ought to bring the case forward, and on their 
guilt and transgression being proved, they should be prosecuted for their old 
crimes.** 

No wonder, tlicn, that the chief authority of Che-keang addressed Sir 



'O. 



15 

Henry Poltinj^er: '^Tho IionouraMo PIcnipotontmr) now fnrtlier ninkos i( Iiis 
request that the anuyesty should he roruKilIy prouuil^aled h\ the Huiperor. 
But by the estabh'shed ruhs of China, onI\ the liteat OKhnanee^ of gracious 
pardons, the reniisslon of taxes tmd iilhute, and such hUe nlaltei'^, arc pronud- 
gated to the Empire under the I'ornial autliOiity of the Eni|)eror; no otiier 
matters are thus formally pi'inted and proinuli>'ated hy the Intperia! authoi'ily, 
and on the present oceasion it is didicult to l)reak throui»h tiiis i*ule." 

To his translation of the above, Mr. Alorrisort adds this note : **The manner 
in which a formal pronndgation of Imperial commands is made, is by |)rintini; 
the letter of the commands on yellow ])aper (witli a (h'aicon border), vouched 
by the names of the high odicers of each Pmvince wluM'e tiiey are published, at 
the end. Even were such i)ronudi'ation not expressly sti])ul;ded for in the 
Treaty, there arc two very obvious arguments (for insisting on it) : 

'' 1st. That what is demanded is ' A great Ordinance of gracious pardon.' 

^^2nd. That the Emperor's 'denunciation^ against us liave l)e(Mi tlnis 
promulgated, and it is therefore the inore imperative that his assent to peace witli 
us should be pronuilgated in the same manner.' ^' 

Notwithstanding these good reasons, the Treaty in this respect has beoi 
completely evaded and set at nought, although Sir Henry Pottinuvi' observes: 
*' The Emperor must publish an anmesty to all Chinese subjects in the same 
form he pronmlgates his edicts ; this is also provided f(n" exprcs-^ly by Treaty." 

Nothing of the kind has ever been (lone, and the conse([uenccs to some of 
our former adherents were disastrous. .AFr, Gut/.laff observed, in a private note 
to'myself: '^ Fortunately ibr the poor Chinamen, Thom took Suh-ming's part, 
and Balfour, as well as Cami)bell, tliat of the other unfortunate fellows ; for 
otherwise the proscriptions, and the handing over to the tender mercies of the 
mandarins, would have been without end. '['he tragedy is now concluded. Two 
men paid with their lives Captain J^amficld's surrender ; the policemen were all 
liberated ; the Taekosan Mandarin (a great [)ersecutor) retired from oilice ; and 
your Excellency's orders have for t^ver put a stoj) to handing over the (Chinese 
in our employ to their own authorities." 

Without very good and suflicient reasons, and a sti'ict previous incpiiry, 
this is certainly most carefully to be avoided, for the native Goverinnent has 
shown its disposition to wound us through the sides of its own people. 



Jnclosurc 1 in No. .5. 
Comul Alcock to Mr. Davis. 



Sir, Amoy, December 13, 184^. 

I HAVE the honour to forward the inclosed copies of correspondence in 
reference to an attack made by Chinese villagers, as it is alleged, on two jiiM'sons, 
also Chinese, employed imder the orders of the Connnissariat, in bringing 
supplies for the troops. The village of Foh-kia or Cho-ke, where the attack 
and roi)bcry took place, is situat(*d about two miles from Amoy, on the o|)posite 
side of the bay. One of the men in charge of tlie boat was severely wounded, 
and the other carried away and detained. 

On receiving Major llaldanV letter, inclosing Mr. Power^s statement » 1 
addressed a letter to the Taoutac, calling upon him to take innncdiatc and 
effective steps for the apprehension and trial of tiie offenders, the release of 
the prisoner, and the restoration of the property, or its full value. 

The Taoutac in his answer informs me that the village of Clm-ke is not 
in his district, and that he has therefore communicated with the Intendant of 
Circuit for Chan-chow-foo, in whose jurisdiction the village in ({uestion is, 
that he may set the prisoner at liberty, and seize and prosecute the olfcnders. 

On the lull instant I called upon the Ta(nitae, who inlbrmcd me that he 
had not received any answer, juul T nnich fear that no i)rontpt redress can Ix; 
obtained; I have, however, urged the Taoutac to i)ress for an innncdia(e report 
on the ease, stating, also, that if a satisfactory answer were not shortly received, 
I should deem it my duty to make a connnunication to your IOxcell(Micv. 

1 am informed this act of violence is believed to have i)cen conimiltt^d with 

[.) 2 
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the connivance of the mandarins, the parties attacked havin^? been marked )ncn, 
from their having been actively ctn|>loyed wmlcv tlie Jiritish (kn*ing tlie war. 

This of course does not admit of proof, otherwise, as a direct infraction of 
the Treaty, it would be easily met; I shall not fail, however, to press firmly 
for redress to the j)ersons injured, and especially for ilie hheration of the man 
detained. It is obvious that if the Chinese in the service of IJritish residents 
or authorities are not protected from injui'v, but, on the contrary, are allowed 
to feel that they are singled out for persecution and annoyance, great prejudice 
must result to IJritish interests generally, and to our consideration and influence 
at each port. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) RUTHERFORD ALCOCK, 



Inclosure 2 in No. 5. 
Mr. Davis to Cominissionei' Keying* 



Victoria i Hong Kong^ December 22, 1844. 

I REGRET to state to your Excellency that Mi*. Consul Alcock, at Amoy, 
has WTittcn to inform me as follows : 

** Robbery and violence have been perpetrated by certain Chinese at the 
village of Foh-ke or Cho-ke, in the Ilae-tang district, about two miles (six le) from 
Amoy, on the opposite side of tiie bay, upon certain other Chinese employed by 
the British authorities of Koo-lanir-soo to ))urchase stores for the troops. One 
man has been wounded, another made prisoner, the latter being still detained in 
the village. Some w^ood, the property of the British authorities, has also been 
seized.** 

This coming before me, the Plenipotentiary, &c., it becomes my duty 
immediately to recjuest that your Excellency will give stringent orders to the 
local authorities for the punishment of the offenders, the release of the prisoner, 
and the restoration of the property thus wrongfully and violently taken. It is 
an established principle among us, that any attack nuule upon persons in the 
service of Her Majesty's Government, is an injury which should immediately be 
redressed by a friendly Power, such as China now is in r:)lation to England. It 
is also in conformity to the 'iVeaty of Peace and Friendship, which can only be 
maintained by the obscrv^ance of this i-ule. 

As Mr. Consul Alcock informs me that the local authorities showed a 
disposition to delay or evade the redress foi* wd)ich he had applied, and that he 
feared these persons were ])unishod. contrary to the 'IVeaty, for having served u^ 
during the war, I have directed him to rei)ort further to me upon the subject, 
and in the nieanwhile have the honour to send this comnuniication to your 
Excellency, requesting that immediate steps nuiy be taken on this occasion, in 
order that I may report to my GovtM*nment. 

With sentiments of the highest consideration, I have, &'C. 

(Signed) J. F. DAVIS. 



Inclosure 3 in No, a. 
Commissioner Keijiofj to Mr, Davis. 



(Translation.) 

KEYING, High Imperial Commissioner, Member of the Imperial Clan, 
and Governor* General of Kwang-tung and Kwang-sc, &c., sends the following 
answer, 

I just now received the communication from you, the Honourable Envoy, 
respecting the Amoy affair (here follows the purport of the despatch, dated 
22nd December, 1844). 

Tt appears to me a very regular thing, that the natives of that place (Amoy) 
should be hired to buy j)rovisions. Why then, shouhhjust now, robbers j)lun(ler 
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and seize them ? This mnttov o\io;lil to bo invostie^atcd, and then it can he 
properly managed. 1 have, theiciorc, adch'cv.ut :> flniiii: (lt's]>atch lo the metro- 
polis of Fokien, that the hjcal oliicrrs mii>ht Ik' direciid to investigate (he mutter. 
\Vhilstj therefore, Avith a!l sc'vcrity rceovcMiiiti,* tlio phinder and si'i/inu* the 
robbers, they will give the ijailicnlais of thi-- eavr in their npoH, and, at the 
same time, set the prison(.M*> immediately at lilMly, and after havinic obtained 
the robbed articU^s, send them to tlic Consul of \our lionuurable nation, that he 
may receive the same. 

An alfair like this, ho\\('\er, rKpiirrs nmcb writin^baekward and lorward, as 
well as inquiry, and will take^ as I appreliencl, some time. You, the honourable 
Envoy, have now already ordered the said Consul to send in a elear detail of all 
the eireumstances in order to arrive at the truth, and 1 ho|)e you will eommu- 
nieatc the same to me to manage the affair pro])erly. 

\VhiIst> therefore, giving this previous repiv, I wi^h \ou endless happiness, kc. 

Taoukwang, 24th V^*<^»C lUli month, 21st'day, (l")eeend)er 30, 1844.) 



Tnclosnrc 4 in No. Tk 
The Goveriwr of Che-keamj to the Emperor, 

ON the IGth day of the 9th month ( \M2'), your slave reeeived a 

letter from the Great Minsters of the Privy ('o\meil, staling ijiat, on the Olh 
dav of the Utli inonth, an Imperial ediet had been is-^ucd to tlu* following 
efi'cct : 

** 'I'hcsc barbariaro that hav<* been eapivu'eil ou.uht wholly to W ^et al libeity ; 
and, as for those traitorous native> that have been taken b\ Ibree, it is not convenient 
that we should kill them, l)ut, if we release t!iem wit bout niakiim- u»inutc' inve^- 
tigationr., it is hard to say that they will not again, at son.e subsefiuenl period, 
play ott' their old trieks, and thu^ give rise to future ealamitii^. Therefore, their 
names ought severally to i)e entered on a li^t, and kt a striet restraint he put 
upon them, and measures Ik; taken to guard against thtni. We, fuithermore, 
direet the said (leneral and others to a|)ply their whi)le minds to the ])roj)er 
management of this aifair, and let them earet\illy ami secretly transact this 
business, &e. Kespcx-t this.'' 

From this I ean perceive the all-jiervadinLC siered anxieties in noticing mo>t 
trivial tilings. In order to remove evil your s!:i\.* ha-, in obcdiiMice to your 
wishes, made intiuiries, iuid as these IraitoroU"- natives have recei\'ed sacred 
favours they shall not be killed ; but if they an* ^et at liberty, wlilmut regula- 
tions having been made for keeping an eye ovei' them, it will Cv-rtainly f dl out 
as is slated in your Majesty's sacred connnancN, thai -'it is hard to say, that 
they will not again, at some subse{p:ent period, play oil' their old tricivs,an<l tims 
give rise to future calamities.'' Therelore I, your slave, whilst commandini;' the 
said oHicers to diaw up a list of all tkic trailo.DUs native^, ami to take s<'eurity 
for them on liberatini;' them, have at the same time directed Ihat good regula- 
tions should he made, and measures be taken for gum-din^- agiun^l them. 

Now, according to the statenunit eontaii\ed in the report of T^cang-wan- 
king, the Judge of the Che-keang, he has (UterminMl u|)f)n tak;ni>- a memo- 
randum of the names of the traitt>rous natives, and then sending them back to 
their homes, and he has also directed their mandarins to put a strict rt^sti'aint 
upon them, and to take a bond from the constables of the ])lacc, and their 
neighbours and relations, and then to hand in an account of their names. 
Thus we shall aet just in the same manner as the law respecting convicts that 
are to be trans])ortcd ordain.s, and we expect that the said local mandarins will 
manage this matter, and the abodes of all those that do not arrive at the stated 
season ought to bo traced. Moreover, the mandarins should make incjuirits 
whether they indeed act lawlessly, and punish them with all due seventy, and 
likewise visit their crimes on their neighbours and relations that originally stood 
security for them. Supposing at t heir native pla« es some of t hem have no relations 
or neighbours to stand security tor them, tlie loc^d niandaiin^ are responsible for 
instituting true investigations, whet luM' or not the saitl traitorous natives have 
not, on a previous period, been put down as villains, and if there is any evidence 
of their wickedness, the said constables ouuht to biinu' the ( asc forward, and on 
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their guilt and transgression being proved, we slmll direct that they be, 
according to trut!), prosecuted for their old crimos, 

I, your slave, liave niinutely looked over the regulations that have been 
arranged by the said Judge, Avhich I consider very apposite; and besides 
directing him to nnmagc this business, in accordance with tlio resolutions agreed 
upon, and to coininunicate these orders to the local oHicers, that they may do 
their duty, and institute inquiries, without gradually getting remiss, 1 hereby 
annex this postscript to my report, which 1 respectfully present for perusal 



No. G. 
Mr, Davis to the Earl of Aberdeen. — (Received May G.) 

My Lord, Victoria, Hong Kong^ Janxumj IG, 1845, 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 10th instant, I have the satisfac- 
tion to inclose copy of a letter from Consul Alcock at Amoy, reporting that the 
Chinese who had been seized were restored to liberty, and the plundered property 
returned. 

I have every reason to believe that this was the result of the remonstrance 
addressed by me to Keying, on the proceeding of the An)oy mandarins, forming 
Inclosure No* 2 in despatch above mentioned. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. R DAVIS. 



Inclosure in No. G. 
Consul Alcock to Mr, Davis, 



Sir, Arnoy^ January 10, 1845. 

IN reference to my letter dated 3rd January, 1845, 1 have the lionour to 
inform you, that on the 8th instant I received an official communication from 
the Taoutae, a copy of which I inclose, stating that the Chinese prisoner had 
been liberated, and the wood restored, and further assuring mc that the man liad 
not suffered any ill-treatment, as had been reported. 

It does not appear that the parties who thus took the law into their own 
hands by seizing Keang-yin have been punished ; but, under the circumstances, 
the redress afforded, althougli tardy, is so far satisfactory, that it is a distinct 
admission on the part of the authorities of my right to claim protection for any 
Chinese in the employment of the British from unmerited aggression ; this being a 
point which the Intcndant was disposed in the first instance to dispute, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) RUTHERFORD ALCOCK. 



No. 7- 

Mr, Davis to the Earl of Aberdeeiu^Received August 2.) 

My Lord, Victoria, Hong Kong, April 4, 1845. 

I REGRET to have to forward to your Lordship the inclosed documents 
relating to a most aggravated assault by some of the people of Canton, on 
Mr. Vice-Consul Jackson and Messrs. Martin and Stanton, as these gentlemen 
were inoffensively walking on the outside of the city. 

The condition of the English at the provincial capital is such as to call 
for a permanent remedy, were it only to prevent the chances of some breach in 
our amicable relations with China. The insolence of the people is very much 
promoted by our degrading exclusion from the interior of the city, in which my 
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predecessor acquiesced, under an asr^urancc from the Imperial Connuissiouer that 
it should be only temporary. 

I accordingly felt myself called upoji to address the Inclosurc No. 'A to 
Keying, drawing his attention lo the provisions of the very first Article of the 
Treaty, and calling for the condign punishmcni. of those* persons who had so gro^.^ly 
violated it. As the evident desire of the Chinese Covermnent is to render the 
exclusion from the city of Canton permanent, under the con\enient plea of the 
people*s wishes, it would be highly satisfactory to me to he furnislied with your 
Lordship's views as to the degree of weight which 1 siiould be justified in 
attachhig to the removal of this old and degrading distinction between Cirniese 
and foreigners. 

I regret to say that a circumstance well calculated to encourage the 
ill-conduct of both the local authorities, and the i)eopIe of Canton, is to see our 
naval scpiadron in China reduced to two sailing vessels, and one effective steamer — 
its actual amount ; while the minimum force mentioned by Sir William l^arkcr 
himself consisted of five sailing vessels and a steamer. 

Inclosurc No. 4 was the reply returned by the Governor of Canton to the 
Consul's representation concerning the late outrage, and I have since received 
from Keying Inclosurc No. 5. lie readily promises the punishment of the 
criminals ; but the old argument is repeated for excluding foreigners from the 
city, viz., the disposition of the people. 1 have succeeded in defeating the 
adoption of tliis plea at Foo-chow-foo, and with the sanction of Her Majesty's 
Government I would undertake to do the same at Canton, wliere I hesitate only 
on account of tlie acquiescence of Sir Henry Pottingei*, on the ground, as before 
observed, of the exclusion being only temporary, according to Kcying's own 
assurance to that eflfect. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. F. DAVIS. 



// 



inclosurc 1 in No, 7, 
Consul Macfjrcyor to Mr, DavU\ 



Sir, Canton, Marck 19, \H^>. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before your Excellency the copy of a repre- 
sentation addressed to me conjointly by Mr. Montgomery Martin, the Rev. V. 
Stanton, and Mr, Jackson, detailing the particulars of an outrage and robbery 
committed upon them whilst walking for exercise in tliese suburbs. From the 
violent gesticulations and behaviour of the rabble, who were aided and 
encouraged by those on the ram])art, it appears evident that, but for the extreme 
forbearance practised l)y the complainants, the most sei-ious results must have 
ensued, son)e of the robhers being armed with two-handed swords and (higgei's, 
and others with heavy sticks. I am preparing a statement of tlu' all'air for his 
Excellency Hwang, who is now raised to the rank of Lieutenant-CJovernor, and, 
in the meantime, have rc{(uestcd the attendance of Woo for the ))urpose of 
informing him of it verbally, that no time may be lost in tracing out the indi- 
viduals concerned in the robbery and violence, and in endeavouring to recover 
the property stolen 

1 have, <S:e. 
(Signed) FRANCIS C. MACGRliGOR. 



Inclosurc 2 in No. 7. 

Messrs, Martin^ Jackson y and Stanton to Consul Macgrcgor, 

Si^ Canton, March 1«, 1815. 

ABOUT 7 o'clock this morning, while walking for exercise aloui;- the 
north wall, on the outside of the ciiy.Ve were attackcul by several Cinne?(\ who 
hud been following us, and iner^nising in numbt^rs from* the building known to 
foreigners as the five-storied l^agoda. At first they commenced with throwing 
stones, wiiich endangered our lives, and by some of which \vc wei'c struck. This 
attack was aided and encouraged by a number of Chinese, who Ibllowed us along 



20 

the top of the city wall, luirlii»s large stoiKs, which, if they had struck, would 
have killed those at whuni {\v'\ nncmo iiiiiied. 

Mr. Jackson was iirbt rJ .:ckcd i)y men hnu\dishinj>' swords and daggers, his 
arms pinioned, and his go' ! cluiln sn itched Irom h^s neck. The Uev. Mr. 
Stanton and Mr. Martin, perceiving \hv' Mr. JacKson was not following, 
returned to aid him, and wore theniselve;' seized; on*^ of the assailants thrust a 
dagger at Mr. i\hu'tin's hivast, two eudeasx-ured to throw him on the ground, 
and while struggling with the-n liis pocktts were rifled. The same course was 
pursued with AJr. Jackbon an.l Mr. Stanton. J'he latter Inst his watch, the 
former still retained his, hut oxrything else wa> taken. The assailants then left 
us, but the persons on the wall lollowed us iov some tinie, hurling large stones 
and using menacing gestures and opprobrious language. 

Proceeding southward, beneath the walk to reach the river side, we were 
again followed and attacked hj' another party ; Mr. Jackson received a violent 
blow on his chest, and a I'o.;!' was torn up to furnish large sticks to the assailants. 
In this attack Mr. Jackson was deprived ul' his watch ; our clothes were torn, 
mul at one time the pco))le were disponed t.) strip us. No resistance was oftered, 
it was hopeless to hi^'e atten /ted it, not only by reason of the numbers and 
weai)ons of the multitude, lb( also on account :.f the attack on us from the 
watch-tower and along the walls. 

The outnige was entirely unprovoked ; t;ur own oHicial character and the 
])rescnee of a minister of religion was u guarantee for peaciful conduct; and Iiad 
his presence not restrained Mr. Jackson ami Mr. ^lartin, bloodshed might 
probably have ensued. Reaching a more j)opulous jiart of the suburbs, wo 
rested ii monunt. and then i)roeeeded home, but m)t unfrecjuently hearing 
opprobrious epithets, nn'ngled with cries of "Kill them, kill them.'* 

From no iuili(-n in I^uro|)e would Ihitish subjects suffer this treatment ; 
there can be no excuse lor tolerating a continuance of such conduct towards us 
in China, and we think that there cannot be a doubt that the Chinese Govern- 
ment have it in their power eliecUially \o \n\i a stoj) not only to the pergonal 
insults which the lOnglisli daily CNperien.-e, but also to pn^hihit elleetually the 
repetition of the injuries we have cxpeiivnced. By our prohibition to enter the 
city of Canton, the lower classes of the Chinese are encouraged to regard us as 
inferiors, and to treat us with marked contumely. No measures tliat we are 
aware of have ever been taken by the authorities to prevent the constant insults 
to wdiich the British community are subjected, and which, instead of diminishing 
by time, or being subdued by acts of kindness, seem to become more frequent 
and more virulent. 

Anxiously desirous to maintain peace and to promote amity, we make this 
representation': believing that unless the C'hinese authorities remedy the evils 
comphuned of, the most serious consccpicnces must inevitably, and ere long, 
ensue. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) K. M. MARTJN, Trrasurcr at Hong Kong, 

and one of Her Maja^fij^ii Council in that 
Colony. 
R. ]]. JACKSON, Her Britannic Majesty's 

flcC'Consul at Canton, 
VINCENT STANTON, Her Britannic Majesty's 
Chaplain at Hong Kong, 



Articles of which the Restitution in required, 

A watch, capped with hrass, and double eased in gold. Cost S;") dollars. 
A watch, ca|)ped with brass, and double cased in silver* Valued at 45 
dollars. 

A gold chain and gold seah with annorial bearings. Cost 15 dollars. 

A gold pencibcase, Cornelian toj). Cost 12 dollars. 

A bunch of keys, and two small keys. 

A bilver-mounted walking-cane. Value 5 dollars. 

A silk purse studded with steel beads. 
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Jnclosurc .3 in No. 7. 
Mr. Davis to Commiifsioncr Kvyhuj, 

]"ichnia, Uong Konc/, ^far('h *J'J, IS-P). 

I tlAVK the honour to iiilbiiu your iv\ceilcncy thai i luivo RH.ri\'c(l a 
(Icsjxitch from Mr. Consul Aiacurrj^or at Canton, (Ictaihuu; a \uo>\ alrocion.^ 
outrage and iuhult connnittud by >onK* ot* the ( hinesc people auain^t Her 
MajcstCs \'iec-Conbul and two otiier oiliciid u't'ntlenicu. The Consul inloni b 
nie that he has addresbed his lixei^'lUney (iuvernor Ilwauii:, ro(juirini;- re|)a!a(i( n 
against the niiseroaiUs who were guiily of the unpiovoked attacks on tlio^e 
gentlemen ; hut ihis is so serious a national (luestion, and eonneeted with 
sueh momentous considerations, that 1 am (^hliueil to take it up my>el(*. 

The very first Article of tlie Treaty j.ro\i(k^> that the suhjecls of Her 
iMajef^ly the Queen, and His Ma)e^ty the Hmpvror of China, "shall enjoy ful! 
security and protection for their persi.ns and pv>*perty within the dominion^ o( 
each other." This attack at Canton was not onl\ airainsl ^)lili-^h suhjeci-. i)ul 
olHcial persons, one of them the \"tee-Con^ul. I have therefore it) call up(ai 
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your I'j\eellency to display your sincere der-iie to preserve ;i;ood faith and nuun- 
tain the terms of the IVcuty, by dea.iing sucli |)imishpK'nt upon the guilt v 
persons as the law of China awards airait^t tho->e who attack and wound ofiiceis 
of Government. Tiic |)roperty taken is of very Utile comparative conse(|Ucnce, 
though it will easil\ lead to the conviction of the rflendcr.-. What I iuive prin- 
cipally to call lor is the condign punishuKut of the rullians who made the 
cowardly and barbarous attack on three nnaiined gentlemen, and I cannot (k^em 
m}self satisfied mdess they are publicly puni>lied, nnd unless Mr. Consul 
Macgrcgor hr.s full personal cogni/.ance ot their punishment. 

This event, and the daily insuhs to wiiich r>riti>li >uhjecls at Canton arc 
exposed, are mainly the consccpienccs of their beinu" still e\clu(led very im|>roper]v 
from the city of Canton, by which the rabble are led to despise foreii^ners as a 
proscribed or inferior peoi)le. 1 am fully jiersuaded that my Government will 
not allow me to actiuiesce long in this stall' uf thimj!.^, which yoin* I'Xe.'llcncy on 
the IJth July, 18-13, inforuu'd my predecessor. Sir llcni-y I'oUimrer. should be. 
only temporary. However e\emi>lary the mt.dcraliv^n and ii)rbeai'aii."e hit 1l rlo 
displayed l)y the great nation which I have the lionour to rcps-e^'ut, tho-e princi- 
ples of ccpmlity and of nuitual lights which wei-(* (.-tablidied in ls|2 nuist be 
maintained, and it would be idle to expect conliimed harnu ny on ai.y othtr 
terms. 

1 have directed Mr. Consul ^racia'(\:::or to kcc]) me fully infoiincd of t lie 
progress of tliis business from day to (biy, and I liupe that y^AW I'].\celk'iic\ wdl 
sec the necessity of satisfying me in my just demands for public re])aration. 

1 take this opportunity of renewing to your Excellency the expressions of 
my high consideration. 

I have, &c 
iSigncd) J. F. DAVIS. 



Inclosure 4 in Xo. 7. 

Dcclaralioiu 
(Translation.) 

HWANG, Governor of Kwwig-tung and a N'icc-Presidcnt of the Board of 
War, hereby makes a declaration in re[)ly. 

I have received a statement from the Consuls concerned, of the various 
particulars (relative to) the English oflieers, Martin and others, three persons, 
having been robbed of their (foreign) watches and other articles, and having had 
their clothes tc^^n been beaten and insulted by (certain) Chinese of the lower 
orders, from the perusal of which (the matter appears) exceedingly worthy of deep- 
felt indignation. On examining into this case, I find, that I htid already heard 
of it. I find, on examination, that a representation of the District Magistrate 
of Pwan-yu has been received, stating that he *' has apprehended one of the 

E 
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robber vagabonds, Chin-a-gan, whom lie is now vigorously interrogating about 
his companions, in order that they may he apprehended upon proof according to 
their names, and the stolen property recovered and given to the custody (of the 
proper parties), &e.," which is on record. 

Now, having received the Consul's statement, 1 liave again given strict 
orders to the said District Magistrate, to depute adchtional and ai)le runners, who 
must, in conjunction with the soldiers of the (proper) military station, seize, (and 
bring before) the tribunal, tlio vagabonds who robbed, beat, and insulted the 
Enghsh officers, for correction according to the laws, in order to be a warning 
for the futurCj and also recover and return to the original owners the articles 
lost. 

Besides communicating with Ke, the High Imperial Commissioner, (that he 
may), in like maimer, give orders for the api)rehension(of these vagabonds), it is 
fitting that as a preHminary step, I make <; declaration in reply to the said 
Consul to be conmnmicated by lujn to the three English officers, that they may 
may make themselves ac(piaintcd therewith. 
J,-'. An especial declaration. 

March 2\, 1845. 



Inclosure 5 in No. 7. 

Cowmissioiier Kvying and Governor Hivang to Mr. Davh. 

(Translation.) 

KEYING, High Imperial Commissioner, S:c. ; Hwang, Lieutenant-Governor 
of Kwang-tung, &*c., send the following answer: — 

We just received a letter frotn you, the Honourable F.nvoy, in which you 
complain about the insult and injury done by the natives to the Vice-Consul and 
tw^o English officers, and recpiest that these villains should be severely punished 
according to the ChiuL^'^e laws. 

This case has already been represented by Consul Maesre,u:or, and I, the 
Licutenant'Govei'nor, innne(Hately gave directions to the district military to 
dispatch the most able soldiers for seizing (those ruffians), and recovering the 
plunder, and to pimish them most severely as soon as they were apprehended. 
The soldiers then rc]H)i ted that tliey Irad already seized one \illain, Chin-aton, 
who on being jjut to toiture would not betray his associates. Some of the 
plunder, however, is rccoven d, viz., a gold-cased watch, which an official 
messenger transmitted to the \'ice. Consul to identify the same, and he having 
found it to be the original article, has taken (the watch), as is on record. 

We, the Great Minister and Lieutenant-Governor, perceive tliat it is very 
lawless for natives to wish to beat English officers, and rob them of their watches 
and other articles ; fortunately, however, the British functionaries defended 
themselves well, and tluis were not wounded, which consoles us, the Great 
Minister and the Lieutenant-Governor, in some measure. These villanous 
natives ou;;:ht to be seized and punished with severity, in order to deter others 
from imitating their bad examples. 

We have therefore again strictly ordered the local, civil, and military autho- 
rities, to adopt means lor the seizure of those villains, that they may be inmished 
according to Chinese laws, and at the same tinie likewise take measures for 
recovering the lost articles ; and as soon as they are obtained, they will he sent 
to the Vice-Consul to examine and receive them. Tliis is the previous answer 
we forward to you, the Honourable Envoy. 

Respecting the entering into the city, we, the Great Minister and Lieutenant- 
Governor, have again and again with your predecessor Pottinger consulted and 
expressed ourselves very explicitly. We also suppose that you, the Honourable 
Envoy, are fully acquainted with this circumstance. We, the Great Minister 
and Lieutenant-Governor, entertain no other view in this affair, but that (dictated) 
by the disposition of the Canton populace, which renders it impossible, and it is 
not necessary to reiterate the same (argument). 

If you, the Honourable Envoy, will give directions to tlie Consul and others, 
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tomalvc inquiries witli the Cliinc^t iiieiehauts and IIiiL^uisIb in the neighbourhood, 
you will be couvineed that this is thj ean<e. 

Whilst wishing you an inerea-^in^^- happiiKS'^, we addrers tliis imp )itant eom- 
munication^ c\;c. 

Taoukwang, 25(h year, '1\\k\ inontli, :^2nd day. (Afaich 29, 18 i.^) 



No. 8. 
The Earl of Abonh'rii to >'/V ./. Davis, 

Sir, Vf.r<hj!} OJ/icCi .UkjksI S, 1(S4."). 

1 IJ AVE read much concern the pailltulars oi" tl^^ ;isSiiidt on Mr. Vico- 
Consul Jackson and Ins com])anions at Cinilwn, as iv|)oited in your despatcli 
of the -1th of April; hut it is sili^(heUM'\ to iiiid thnt the Chinese authorities 
exerted themselves iurthe detect ion and l)^^i^hI)KM:l of the ollenders. 

It would cerlaiuiy he dcsirahle to ()l)tain iV(\^ a-CvS-^ to the eit\ ol* Canton, 
and I am prepared to sanction your ;\iti -npts in tiial ic.->pcet. Much ])rndencej 
however, will be reijuired in dealin:; willi th' (iuc->tio;i, and prol);tl)ly there is 
more ground for the a|)prehensi()ns o( \h'c Chint e :iut!ioiItie< with regard to the 
diflieulty of controlling tlie po})ula('e Jit Ciinion than experience has shown to 
have been the ease at l-'oo-ehow-foo. I*ni {\\o^ ' auihorilies seem to have the 
power, when they have the inclination, to keep tlie i^cople in order; and \\hen 
they are nuidc to perceive tlial th.; i'e^pon^;l)ilily (>i' any breach ol" the i)eaec 
couunittcd by the people will tall [\\un\ thcm^Liw ^, i hey may be expected to 
take eflectual measures to jircvcMil ^ueli an eceun'c ncr. 

On the other hand, at all cvints in t!' ' oi;; vt, il v. ould i;e inenniitent on 
British subjects, in gaining acce.-s to (\.nj(iii, t > li'wid. i.- nnirh «;s possible, 
l)laein:c themselves in bilualion^ v.I;'c!i i./i .!.. , \ (■ , '-.i t > di '.'nbance. 

With these ebservalions, then, i I. ue \[ r imiJ.:* in y ,\v h:\n('-, nuM-cly 
cautitMuni^ you to conduct any di- -a- •: .,; ',. il'i U vi ; <.. i tie -ul'jt^cl with the 
utmo-1 tein|)er, and on every e^-e an 1 I » ee. ; 1 .^i !' :. : '/ '\^ • «o i!k' (\uemi(y 
of iri(errui)tii]i;' the iVee cour^ • (-I'tralj l.i 1 e v.':e/ :i v,.*.; . . 

i :i ', ^e. 
SijK.lj ADllKDKI'X. 



Mr, Davis to the Earl oj\ihi'ri/'''\ir -'Jxcrdre.l JtUjU.^^l 21.) 

My Lord, I'irlu.ia, llo.iy Konj, Jpril 2 I, lS-ir>. 

IN continuation of the subjet-i oi my d^^iiateii ol' the -lib inslant, i 
have tlic honour to inclose a reply to i!ie joint l( itu- i.\ the High (\)n\mihsioner 
and Governor, in which they continued to \ca\~c the [ri\ilei:e of ingress to 
the city of Canton, on the ground (^I'tlu^ peopie'> will. 

I show that the impediments in (|Uesti(in wei\* -ulenndy promised to Sir 
Henry Pottinger by Keying to be rentoved wiibin a iea>onaole time. Nearly 
two years have now clap:5ed during which this invidious and mischievous 
distinction between tbrcigners and natives has existeil, placing the ibrmer under 
the ban of the latter, with the sanction ot" the Local (jlovernmenl. 'J'he people 
of Canton dcridingly defy the Kur()i)eaus to enter the cits as the latter pa^s the 
gates, and this of course feeds and kce[)s up the insolence of the Chinese, and 
perpetuates the degradation of the strani^ers Nothing of the kind exists at any 
other port; and it will not be easy to imd a .sntlic'cnt inducement for the 
Chinese Government to remove a bar which they silently approve, should its 
removal be deferred until after the restoration of Cluisan. J only require the 
sanction of Her Majesty's Government, for which there is abundant time, and 
will pledge myself to carry the point if supported by that sanction. Arlielc XII 
of the Treaty of Nanking cx'[)ressly stipulates as one condition of the restoration 
of Cliusan, that ^Hhe arrangements at the ports shall be completed,** which can 
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scarcely be deemed to be the case as long as this important point is unsettled at 
Canton. 

In a memorandum which I furnished to the Foreign Office in December 
1842, I foretold that much difficulty \Ya3 to be apprehended in estabUslang 
desirable relations at Canton, where " old established liabits have to be subdued, 
and old feelings combatted ;*' and this difficulty was enhanced by the foi'bearance 
of Sir Hugh Gough to the armed multitude, which (as already observed by ma 
to your Lordship) hung on his rear during his occupation of the heights, causing 
them most absurdly to attribute that forbeai'ancc to fear. 

The mischievous effects of the exchisiou from the city are so universally 
obvious to every one in this country, that the American Consul has used the 
strongest remonstrances in his power, but without any means of gaining his 
point, or chance of being attended to. 

Inclosure No. 2 is a communication from Keying, which I shall publish, 
conveying the satisfactory information that six of the natives who had assaulted 
Vice-Consul Jackson and his companions had been duly punished. In acknow- 
ledging this by Inclosure 3, I took occasion to notice a very improper draft of a 
proclamation to the people of Canton by the District Magistrate (Inclosure 4), a 
copy of which was sent to me by Consul Macgregor, with some just remarks as 
to its false and derogatory statements, representing the Vice-Consul and his 
companions as traders, and putting them altogether on a footing with the rabble 
by whom they were attacked. I inform the high officers of my conviction that 
they could not have authorized a paper of such evil tendency, and request them 
to cause a more fitting notice to be issued, 

I am subjected to much obloquy on account of the moderation of my 
measures by a party of the English in this country, and require all the open 
supj)ort of Her Majesty's Government to make my position such as it 
should be. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. F, DAVIS. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 9. 
Mr, Davis to Commissioner Keying and Governor Hwang. 

Victoria, Hong Kong^ April 7, 1845. 

I HAVE had the hoimur to receive yom* Excellencies' joint despatch on 
the subject of the outrage on three Englisli oiHcers. It is satisfactory to learn 
that some of the robbed articles have been recovered, but this is trifling compared 
with the exemplary punishment of the criminals. The watches, ^c, having 
been found, it will not be difficult to trace the robbers, of \yhose punishment 
your Excellencies promise to inlbnn mc hereafter, for which I feel much 
indebted. 

With regard to entering the city of Canton, both my predecessor and 
myself have led our Government to understand that the exclusion was only 
temporary in 1843. The Imperial Commissioner thus wrote to Sir Henry 
Pottinger : ** The High Commissioner has now, in conjunction with the Governor- 
General and Governor, commanded all local magistrates and other officers to 
adopt measures for inculcating a better spirit ; and he only waits until the port^ 
is opened and commerce in progress, when all parties settling into a state of 
quiet, shall meet together to consult within the city, whenever business may call 
them tliither. If there he the slightest falsehood in this, may the Highest 
regard it." This was a very solenm declaration, and I caimot for a moment 
suppose that his Excellency the Impenal Commissioner was otherwise than 
sincere. The peace having now been concluded more than two years, the time 
must soon arrive when no objection can exist. The natural disposition of the 
people of Canton is towards commerce and mutual intercourse, and if not 
purposely en ouraged and led astray, as before the war, it is plain that they 
will act like tl;e people at Shanghae, Ningpo, and other places. 

liut admitting that some ])orti()n of the ignorant rabble arc disposed to act 
disorderly, it would not be right to impair the friendly feeling of the two nations 
on their 'account. The Treaty of Peace and Friendship must be observed en 
the part of the Chinese Government in deed as well as in word, or your Excel- 



/ - 



25 

lencies cannot, with propriety, quote, or bring it to my notice. It cannot be at 
once violated on one side, and expected to be observed on the other. To h)ok 
for the continuance of friendship, without friendly treatment, is co^itrary to 
human nature. It is therefore very desirable that the invidious and liighly 
objectionable exclusion of foreigners from the city of Canton be removed as 
speedily as possible. 

The Higli Commissioner very correctly remarked, in his official commu- 
nication to Sir Henry Pottinger : "The two nations aij now at peace, A\ithout 
the slightest ground for jar or altercation. What difterence, therefore, can there 
be between the inside and the outside of the city? When, too, Ningpo, 
Foo-chow, Shanghae, &c., may be entered, why should Canton he solitary in 
this respect?'' 

I quite agree in these just sentiments of his Excellency, and it is my 
anxiety to promote the continuance of friendly intercourse that dictates the 
present despatch. 

With sentiments of high consideration, I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. R DAVIS. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 9. 
Commissioner Keying and Governor Hxcang to Mr. Davis, 

(Translation.) 

KEYING, High Imperial Commissioner, &c., Hwang, Lieutenant Governor 
of Kwang.tung, &c., send the following answer. 

Wc have made ourselves fully acquainted with the contents of a letter from 
you, the Honourable Envoy, respecting the robbery committed upon some British 
officers. 

To settle this case, we had given orders to the local military and civil 
authorities to dispatch soldiers, who have now seized the villains, Kwo-a-shun, 
Fang-a-kci, Chin-a-gan, Chang-a-shing, Laou-a-yang, and Chow-a-tccin, six in 
number. They also recovered a gold watch, one gold chain, one seal, one silver 
])encil case, and one whip, which iiave been luuuled ovur by a deputed ofliccr to 
the Vice-Consul Jackson, who identified them as being tlie stolen articles, and 
received tliem back, which is on record. 

The six villains that were apprehended have now stood tlieir trial. The 
two, Kwo-a-shun and Fang-a-kci, have confessed that they stole the gold watch 
and other articles. Laou-a-yang, and the other three, acknowledged that they 
had taken up stones and pelted (the English officers), and did by no n^.cans deny 
the fact. 

The two accomplices in the robbery, Chin-a-kwei and Leatih, have not yet 
been taken, nor have we found means for getting back the silver watch and 
restoring the same. Such is the statement of the Pwan-yu n^igistrale. 

I, tlie High Commissioner, and I, the Lieutenant (lovernor, perceive that 
the established laws of China aw^ard 100 blows, and banishment for three years, 
to those who have stolen any articles. Kwo-a-shun, theretbiVj and Fang-a-kci, 
who stole the watch and other things, will receive 100 blows, have their faces 
marked, and be sent into banishment. 

As for the others who engaged in strife, but did not inflict any wounds, the 
established Chinese laws would merely punish them with 30 blows. But Laou-a- 
yang and the otliers, three in number, were violent and added insult by throwing 
stones. Although not inflicting any wounds, still they acted very ruthlessly, 
and it would therefore be very improper only to beat them. Wc have, therefore, 
sentenced them to the more heavy punishment of receiving 80 blows, to be 
commuted into banishment. 

We have, moreover, given very strict orders to apprehend with great severity, 
Chin-a-kv/ei and the other, and to recover the silver watch, wdiich could not yet 
be found. As soon as Chin-a-kwei and the other are taken, and this case is 
fully arranged, we shall instantly issue a i)crspicuous proclamation, warning the 
people of Canton never again to commit themselves in this manner. 

With regard to going into the city, I, the Great Minister, distinctly stated 
to your predecessor, Pottinger, that as soon as the trade was open, and every- 
thing on both sides quiet, there could be no reason for reliising or rejecting the 
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proposal, whenever necessary, to enter the city, for holding a consultation, by 
joint consent. However, up to the present year, I have found it impossible for 
foreigners to go into the city, both from my conversation with the gentry and an 
inquiry into the disposition of the people. I, the Great Minister, and 1, the 
Lieutenant-Governor, have repeatedly ordered the local Mandarins to use persua- 
sion, yet the public is strongly opposed to it. a id will not yield. Thus we, the 
High Commissioner and Lieutenant-Governor, cannot so easily grant this permis- 
sion. There are, moreover, respecting this, many other paiticulars whieli it i.s 
difficult to enumerate. 

From the moment that I, the High Commissioner, and I, the Lieutenant- 
Governor, transacted the commercial affairs of every nation, we have in all 
instances afforded protection and strenuously endeavoured to uphold friendship 
and harmony. Should we therefore refuse and prevent this single Ihing, \i/.. 
to enter into the city ? Not alone is God our witness that there exist (litfieul- 
ties in this matter, but you, the Honourable Envoy, will also, as we hope, 
perceive the dilemma. 

We also received an official note from you, the Honourable Envov, 
respecting duties on coarse china-ware and piece-goods, and the manner of k v\ inii 
those duties on them at Amoy. Having addressed ourselves to the Supciinteii- 
dant of Maritime Customs at Canton to investigate the matter, and report it 
impartially, we shall give you the result in our answer. 

In the meanwhile wishing you every happiness at the spring season,, we 
send this important document. 

Taoukwang, 25th year, 3rd month, 12th day. (April IS, 1845.) 



Inclosure 3 in No. 9. 
Mr. Davis (o Commissioner Kei/inc/ and Governor Hxvanq, 

Victoria, Houg Kong, April 24, 18-1.'). 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellencies' joiiit 
communication, in which I am informed of the punishment of six among these w ho 
committed the assault on the Kngiish officers. It is highly satisfactory to tind 
that these ruffians have not escaped punishment, and 1 trust that the remainin^^ 
two will be apprehended. 

Witli regard to entering into the city, I have already stated the necessity 
for Canton being placed on the same footing as the other ports in this rcspcel. 
Until this is done, the Treaty arrangements for openi. g all the ports cannot be 
considered as concluded. I have i*eferrcd the question to my Government, and 
shall await their decision. 

Mr. Consul Macgiegor informs me that the District Magistrate of Pwan-yu 
had prepared a notice in which the English Vice-Consul and other officers an* 
falsely rei)resented as persons who trade and enjoy profits with the common 
p'^oplc. It is also stated that these " three people went on shore/* &c* If English 
officers arc thus fallaciously in a public document placed on a level with the 
pop I'ace of Canton, it can only lead to the generation of bad feehng and the 
production of trouble. As your Excellencies have often informed me that you 
arc sincerely desirous of the continuance of peace and friendship, I am convinced 
that you did not authorize such a mischievous document, and that you will 
cause a proper one to be published in lieu of it. As everything is preserved on 
record, and transmitted to Her Majesty's Government, such a paper as the one 
in question would prove in case of future discussions that the people had been 
taught l)y the officers of Govei*mncnt, since the peace as before, to despise the 
English, This surely could not be approved by your honourable nation's 
Emperor. 

I beg your Excellencies to accept the assurances of my high consideration. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. R DAVIS. 



27 

Inclosure 4 in No. 9* 

Proclamation h\j the Magistrate of Pican-yu, 

(Translation.) 

A Perspicuous Pkoclamatiox. 

CANTON is a mercantile emporium for all nation^-, and foreigners as well 
as Chinese ought to live quietly and endeavour together to enjoy the profits of 
trade. The Chinese must not be overbearing, and because being natives insult 
stitm2;ers, 

ba the nth day, 2nd month of the present year (IStli March, 1845), the 
British Vice-Consul Jackson and others, altogether three people, eanic on shore 
and were walking about, when the villains, Kwo a-shun and Faug-a-kei, robbed 
them, of a gold watch and other articles, and took up stones to pelt them, with- 
out, however, inflicting a wound. This is a shameless hankering after lucre, and 
contempt of the law, which cannot be overlooked. We have therefore sentenced 
Kwo-a-shun and Fang-a-kei, according to our law against rubbery, to banishment 
for the full (period), and condemned the criminals Chin-a gan and others to a 
severe bastinado. 

We therefore make known this lucid ])roclamation, and if in future native 
villains dare to seek strife, insult, fight, and beat inofteubive strangers who mind 
their business and observe the law, or on seeing their {)roper{y form a plan for 
robbing them to obtain booty, they shall be most severely brought to trial as 
soon as they arc discovered. Respect this implicitly. A special proclamation. 

ISo. 10. 

The Fau'I of Aberdeen to Sir J. Davis. 

Sir, Foreign Office, Scptemhcr 23, 1845. 

SHORTLY after my instruction of the 8th August, on the subject of the 
free acce>s of English subjects to Canton, was dispatched to you, your further 
despatch of the 24th April, on that subject, was received at this ollice, during 
n)y absence in Germany, in attendance on Her Majesty. 

In that despatch }ou speak with such condiience of your power to obtain 
from the Chinese authorities the concession of the free access of I^riti^h subjects 
to all parts of Canton, provided Her .Majesty^? Go^e^n:!lenl will sanction your 
cftbrts, that I am induced to give you the autiiority which you doire. 

By our Treaty with China, \\c uncpicstionabiy |)o^be^s tlic right to require 
that the five ports named therein should be opened, \\ithout re>erve, to British 
subjects and lawful British trade. Canton alone, of those ports, has not yet been 
thus opened. 

When my despatch of the 8th ultimo was written, it .-till ni)pcared ques- 
tionable to Her Majesty's Government how far we could, with prudence and in 
good policy, insist, with the Chinese authorities, on the full and immediate 
execution of the treaty stipulations with respect to Canton ; and J, accordingly, 
conveyed to you a cautionary power on that point, leaving much to your own 
discretion. 

The observations, however, contained in your despatch of the 24th April, 
above mentioned, and especially those bearing on the ui)proaching rcbtoration of 
Chusan to the Emperor, have placed the matter in such a light as to show 
clearly the expediency of requiring, and, if necessary, of compelling, the full 
execution of the Treaty, both with respect to Canton, and to any other point in 
which that execution may, possibly, be still incomplete, A\hile we have yet the 
means of compulsion in our power. 

It is obvious that when Chusan is once given up, we shall lose nnich of the 
weight and authority which we now possess. 

On the receipt of this despatch, you will, accordingly, consider yourself 
fully empowered to renew, with urgency, your application for the free admission 
of English subjects and dependents to every pai't of Canton ; and you will, at 
the same time, intimate that, when thus adinitted, conformably to 'i'reaty, the 
Chinese Government will be held by us responsible for the good trcatn)ent of 
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such British subjects by the people of Canton. We, on our part, bind ourselves, 
at the same time, to employ every means at our command to ensure the good and 
orderly conduct of our own countrymen, when thus placed in the full enjoyment 
of the right to which they are legally entitled. 

In the first instance, you will do well to prefer this demand, as now, for the 
tirst time, founded on the express and specific orders of your Government, in aw 
earnest and temperate tone, and rather as an appeal to the rectitude and good 
judgment of the Chinese local authorities and Government. IJut should such 
arguments fail, within a reasonable time, to produce the recpiired etiect, you will 
then clearly state to the Chinese High Commissioner that, by Treaty, Ihiti-h 
subjects have as full a right to free admission into Canton, as the Chinese 
Government has to the restitution of Chusan, at the stipulated j)criod, by the 
English ; and that, unless the Emperor carries out his engagement with ropoot 
to Canton, the British Government will be justified in withholding the execution 
of theirs with regard to Chusan. And you may add, that contingent instructions 
have already been conveyed to you to delay the evacuation of Chusan until 
Canton shall have been fully opened to Her Majesty's subjects. 

Should any other point exist, towards the period of the stipulated restora- 
tion of Chusan, on which the Chinese Government should exhibit a disposition 
to act in opposition to their treaty engagements, you will consider it discretionary 
with you to adopt the same means of enforcing compliance, as you are above 
authorized to do in the matter of Canton, And in case of non-compliance with 
your requisition, you will equally hold yourself empowered to suspend the 
evacuation of Chusan by our troops. 

But such suspension must be founded on a clear and palpable case of non- 
execution, or wilful delay of fulfilment, of treaty engagement on the part of tlii- 
Chinese. Should they execute the Treaty faithfully, it is our l)oundcn and 
imperative duty to perform, with equal fidelity, our engtigcn^.cnt to restore 
Chusan, without delay or hesitation, to the Emperor. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) ABERDEEN. 



No. 11. 
Mr, Davis to the Earl of Aberdeen. — {Received October 2;j.) 

(Extract.) Victoria, lioncj Kong, August 23, IS-l.'). 

HAVING received strong and repeated representations from Mr. Coh^i 1 
Alcock as to the aggressive conduct of tiie populace at Eoo-chow-foo, witli tlu^ 
intimation of an opinion that the same was connived at by the authorities of the 
place, I deemed it right to address (Inclosure No. 1 to Lew) the Governor- 
General of Fokien and Che-keang, calling upon him m urgent terms to observe 
the first Article of the Treaty of Nanking, in giving proper protection to Jiriti:5h 
subjects. 

It appeared desirable in order to save time, as well as to add to the effect of 
the remonstrance, that the ''Medusa" steamer should proceed straight to 
Foo-chow-foo with my despatch, which she did on the 4th instant, while I 
inclosed a copy of the same, with a few explanatory lines, to the Imperinl 
Commissioner at Canton. 

I shortly afterwards received the inclosed satisfactory despatch from Keying 
and Hwang, wiiich convinced me that they would do all on their part to influence 
Governor Lew. 

The ** Medusa '* returned yesterday from Foo-chow-foo, bringing the 
inclosed despatch from Mr. ConsulAlcock, which is satisfactory in leading to the 
expectation that the local authorities will at last take steps to abate the evils 
complained of; but the impression still remains with Mr. Alcock, as well as with 
myself, that fair play and candour have not been observed throughout by the 
local authorities, the Governor Lew behig known to belong to the illiberal or 
anti-intercourse faction of the Chinese Government. 

The inclosed reply (No. 4) from that functionary is civil and specious, 
attributing everything to the curiosity of the people \ but this cannot account 
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for the* i^n).s.s ads ol' persoiiiil vIoLmic \ and t!ir llau^r.m! in-ult> t aii to 1). Ini;' 
.spit upon) which >oinc' of thr Jui^lish have c'Xi)v'rit ncetl. I \\-A ccn iiu- «l, 
however, liial my tiniclv romuiistrauc.* has li.'fu atte lA-d with j. .: ) );i t llel, aiul 
that we ^llall have a tHtfereiit aecouiit. in tVtI'are of [:w tonduc of ih.e jj.jpjliec, 
as well ah ol lae i^-eneral troatin^-nt of tijt* ICn'^hs'i ;i( ro.)-ch()w-ln') 



[aclosure ! in No. 1 1. 
Mr. Davis to the Uovernor-Gpncral of Folcicn and Chekeantj. 

Victoria, Hone/ Kong, August A, 1845. 

1 IIAVI'j the honour to ac(|Uiini your Excellency that I hear very general 
et>niplaints, ofricially eoniinned hy Kcm- Majes{\ 's Consul, of the ill-(on<tuet of 
the populace of Foo-chow-foo to liritish suhjeets rcsidinir at that pLi^'e, and 
wlio. einitidiuLT in the strict ob.^ervance of the Treaty, and Ix'Iicviii'^ that Ihey 
were in a civilized country. hu\e not yet thoiudit it nece-^ary to carry arms 
about Ihcni for their protection. 

I consider this •>.<) i;"rave a:id inipor(ant a. niatier \\\\\\ ! have purposely 
dispatched a steam-vessel with this [e't( r to your I'Arellency. My di-po^ition 
is to he very open and slrai^htibrward on all occisions, and \\u\ to act without 
{\v^i dechu'ing my views and intent ion ^-. 

Now tiie very iirst Aiticle of th? Treaty {'included at Nanki'), ( \prc.ssl\ 
provides that the subjects of JMi^dand and China re-pecl!\ely .sliouKl ''(njt)y {wW 
securitv and protection lor their peisons and proj)e'. tv wifhin tlu- dominion.^ of 
the other/' 

It is well known to every one that at Amoy, Ninrpo, and Slruiudiac^, whta'c 
the people experienced al! the hnrroi's i^f wai* entailed (ai iheni hy the niis(on- 
duet of \a\\ Isih-scu, tha^y liave nevcrtliek--- been unifo;inl\ v.ell condncted 
towards the lOnj^dish since the p^ice, bein;.* pro|}er!y contridled hy the local 
oiliccrs. I low is it, then, thai the j>o])nlacc oi" k'oo-chov>, who have hitherto 
been exempted from the sanu* calamities, sliould shoA ati unfriendly di.-i)osition, 
and be inclined to a.s^ault unarnu-d >(riUi:j;ers •'' Doubtle--^ some ill-disposed 
persons, not darinir to show their hate opanly, have in^'iiAated and deceived the 
ignorant populace, who are still unaware of the j)o\\er oi' u\\ (Jovcrmnent to 
protect its subjects. 

1 therefore address this im[)ortant de->i)alch to \our ICxcellency, rcjuesling 
you to put a speedy and f'ffectual slop to the caus.s (j1" complaint in (piestion. 
1 have been deputed by the Sovei'cign of the i;'ieaf nation whom 1 have the 
honour to represent, Ibr the express pm'p^) e of watching over the proper 
observance of the Treaty, and ! am detei mined to fultil my duty in every 
particular. 

The Imperial Conunissioner, Keying, being at Canteen, and the conununica- 
tion very slow overland, 1 address thib urgent note directly by the sleamci', which 
^vill arrive in two or three days, hut a copy will be stait to his IXeelhncy Ke\ing; 
though this is not my fiist conmumication on tlie subject. How nuuh preferable 
is it that your Excellency should control the people of Ko(i-ehow, thus dianon- 
strating the power of the Chinese Gtjxermnent over its sid)jcets, tiian that the 
British inhiibitants should be obliged to he ])rotccted b\ iheii' own aulhoiilies, 
while a vessel is sent to the Peiho with a Irtler to tlie Ministi rat IVkint;*, complain- 
ing of the infraction of the first Article of the Treaty. It is al.so desirable, as the 
time for evacuating Chusan a|)[)roaches, not to complicate matler^ by such 
unpleasant discussions. 

It wdll give me great satisfaction to learn from the Consul, as I anticijiatc, 
that British subjects can nu)ve about Poo-chow-foo without molestation. 

1 take this opportunity to convey to jour Excellency the expressions of my 
highest consideration. 

1 take, &c. 
(Signed) J. F. DAVIS. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 11. 
Commissioner Keying and Governor Hwang to Mr. Davis, 

(Ti\inslation.) 

KEYING, High Imperial Commissioner, &c , Hwang, Governor of Kwaim-- 
tung, &c., send the following reply. 

Wc rceeivcd your despatch respectino; the Custom-liouse regulations (hci'c 
follows an extract from that paper), and likewise one respecting the in^:iilt>, 
which the English have frequently experienced at Foo-chow, on the part of 
the natives. At this we arc extremely surprised. Our two countries arc now 
at peace with each other, and no difference exists between (our) people und 
(your) merchants, who ought, therefore, to regard each other with kindness. 
This ought still more to be the case, since your honourable nation did not 
commit the slightest hostilities at the metropolis of Fokien. Instead, as ihev 
arc doing at present, of insulting you, the inhabitants ought to show you the 
deepest respect ; their behaviour, therefore, is ir.cxcusable. 

On perusing the despatch of you the Honourable Envoy, wc were con- 
vinced that every word was true and very just. Now, as this atiair niiirht 
interfere and occasion trouble, whilst the time for restoring Ghu!?an is a[)proacl.- 
ing, you, the Honourable Envoy, forwaided this most im|)ortant document, with 
the greatest haste io its destination. This proves still more the strength i)f 
your good faith, which equals rock and steel; and we aie under the highest 
obligation. 

1'hc restoration of diusan concerns the good faith and justice of both 
nations, but if this, on account of a trifling matter, sliould be delayed, all uation> 
would j)rcsumc that the Treaty and oath of our two Empires was not to be 
depended upon. \\c both are High Commissioners, and how could we thus, as 
Great Ministers, remain in our situation, and reply (to the incpiirics) of friendly 
nations? But you, the Honourable Envoy, anticipated this, mid since the way 
by land is distant, you dispatched a steamer to Fokien, in order to convey infor- 
mation on these matters. Surely your penetration is not of an ordinary cjuality, 
l)ut of the most exalted and refined nature. 

We, the High Imperial Commissioner and Governor, have also dispatcl\ed 
this ofHcial letter, with the speed of GOO le per day, that Lew, the Governor- 
General of Fokien and Che-keang, migjit peruse the same at the Provincial city. 
As he is an intelligent, clever, and true nuui, imbued with a high sense of 
justice, wc therefore expect that he will restrain (the people) with scvciity, and 
not allows the ignorant rabble to insult strangers, and injure our peace, hannony, 
and friendship. 

Whilst sending this reply, we wish you the utmost degree of happiness, and 
address this imj)ortant letter. 

'i aoukw^ang, 25th year, 7th month, 7th day* (August 1), 18^;").) 



Inclosure 3 in No. 11. 
Coimil Alcock to ^fr, Daiia. 



Sir, FoO'ChoW'fon, August 15, 1845. 

I HAVE the honour to aclaiowledgc the receipt of your Excellency's 
despatch of August 4, together with its inclosurcs, on the M 1th instant, per 
** Medusa," 

I lost no time in acquainting tlieGovernor-Gencral Lews that I was directed 
to deliver a letter from your Excellency in person, and the following day I 
received a reply, appointed the Mth at 12 o'clock for n)y visit. As in my letter 
to the Governor-General, and his Excellency's reply, reference is niade to the 
subject matter of your communication, I have inclosed copies. It will l)e seen 
that in recapitulating the contents of my letter, the Governor-General overlooks 
the fact I had stated,^ of the complaints of the merchants themselves, who had 
been aggrieved, having reached you. He then proceeds to assume that the 
ground of complaint is the curiosity of the people, which might not be altogether 
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inexciisuhlo, and liiially proposes as a roineiiy tor the evil, thai uuliee should 
always he i^iven, when au lu^i^li^hinan wishes to leave his \os^el, to District 
Magi-tialcs,that he mi.ulit he eiicuinhered, under plea ol' prulecliun, v ith Cliine^e 
police. 

In my interview, therefore, whieh took place yesterday, a minute of uliieh 
is herewith iuelosed, I dee.ned it important to keep the^e tln\e jjoints dwnU in 
view, I'or the purpose of rectifyinu* the erroneou< ideas his Ivveelleney appeared to 
entertain. 

I am bound to state that a i^n-adual hut marked in^])rovement has taken 
place, siiice the last serious remonstrance, nrade w hen (General D'A^uilar and other 
visitors A\ere here ; nevertheless, t)eea^ional aet.s of very -tos:^ rudenos still occur, 
and, not very unfortunately, two signal instaiKx- came under uiy notice the day 
after the arrival of the *' ^iedusa," which t;a\e me a favourahle opportunity of 
provinj;- to demonstration that more elleclixe measuii^ were jet required, and 
that no Englibhmau was free from the risk of exposure to theino^t wanton and 
unprovoked attacks. 

In reference to the proposed measure of placiuL^ the lM\i»ii>h u;uler the 
irksome, and in every way ohjeetionaide. sur\eil!anee of th(^ C:iiinese police, 
which has been already more than once proposed as a favourite panacea, 1 cannot 
doubt hut that yt)ur I'Acellency will concur witli me in thinkir.- thai such hl)ert\ 
of movement as this would allow little worth havinus even were ii not to i)*e 
anticipated that the worst would be made of the manifest confc>-^ionau{l tolerance 
of a sense of insecurity, which constitutes a direct infriniicinent of the lirst, if 
not the most important, Article of the Treaty, I pointed out (hat .^ueh a measure* 
was at lea<t as impracticahle as it was inadnnsMble, ;md sii^-j:c>tv'd that tluy 
should distribute their police aionir the line of route to the (\)n>ulate, and, 
moreover, make the shopkeepeis in each ward re.s})onsil)le for the di-.eovery ami 
seizure of any atriiressor. 

The (jovernor-Cieneral did not di-sent. and i::ave instinietion^ to the aJtendant 
magistrates to make arran:/emerits somewhat analogous. 

I did not fail to seize ihis favour.d)I(* opportunily of hrinL^im:: under his 
lA'cellency's notice cert.iin iiicts ^trmgly tending to i)rove that there i- a u"(Mieral 
indisposition to deal on any fair or tViendly ternw with the Hriti^h. aiid thai 
many had not seru[)led t() alle.;e as the grounds oi' their comluct, the fear of 
incurring the displeasure of the authoritie-; 1)\ any diderent mode of pi-oceedine;. 
The inlerencc was not very palatable, and I only |)res,sed il with re-^erve and 
delicacy; hut 1 strongly in^Vicd upon these f.icls as abundantly demon<lratiiig 
the existence of a very general feeling that the aulhoriiies, if not hostile to us, 
were iiuliilerent to any acts whicli might compromi-e our inleic>ts or security. 
The more unfounded such an oj)inion might he, the more csH'ntial was it thai 
liis Excellency should take such decided steps :s could have no tloubt whatever 
on the mincfs of the inhabitants, that so tin* from courting javou:*, l!»ey w dd 
incur the most seriou^ d:<jdeasure, and ri^k i)uni.shment, by acting upon opinions 
so erroneous. 

1 did not In.sifate to urge upon the (iOvernor-(iener;d, that th.i^ litMieial 
impression lay at the roi^t of the evil, and that no measures promi-ul a successful 
result which did not remove this first stumbling-block and o!)sUicle to all fi'iendU 
intercourse or connnercial transactions. To tin-;, I stated, mi-'ht, in my opiii'on. 
be attributed all the insults and acts of rudom'-s which had t.i!;en j)laee, and the 
total failure of the vigorous eiibrts recently made to open llu^ trade of the port by 
Knglish merchants. 

Although his Hxeellency would not admit evin ol the lAislence of such an 
impression, he very i)romi)tly, ami with some earnestness, as^ureil me that everv 
step should be taken calculated to j)rove the friendly dispo>ilion of the autho- 
rities, and his own sincert^ desire to see a nourishing loi'cign trade established at 
this port, that he might remit a large Custom-house rcveime to the I'jnpcror. 
lie finally concluded by declaiing 1 might fully rely upon the authorities to put 
the nu^st effectual stop to any further acts of rudeness and insult. 

In reference to yom* Excellency's letter, he hinted at the ine\|)e(liency of 
any j)ublic discussion of its (ontents, and stated his intention of Ibrwarding his 
answer addressed to yourself. 

Nothing coultl be more courteous than his Hxeellency's bearing, nor more 
friendly and apparently sincere than his assurances of a desire to cultivate the 
most amicable relations, and to repress everything calculated to disturb the 
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])eaee and security of the British ; but by the results alone, I fear, can the good 
taith wliicli dictated the manner and matter be determined. I cannot doubt that 
it is in his power to impress the whole population with a salutary conviction that 
the veiy wor<l mischief they can engage in, is to molest or insult one Eni^dish- 
man ; and this once ciVected, 1 believe all ground of e()m])laint will be removed. 

In o-der the belter to ])lacc before your Excellency the dexteious mod(? in 
which the redress o f such grievances is shuflled off, delayed, and fluttered away, 
if not jina ly lost, I beg to inclose four letters of correspondence not yet concludech 
between myself and tlic District Ma^ristrates, originating in a complaint from two 
of my servants that they had been beaten and robbed, and met on the part of the 
Chinese by acountcr-chargCy seeking to involve two Englishmen, as well as some 
Canton servants, the only men in this distiict found capable of rendering the 
slightest domestic service beyond carrying a bucket of water. I'he wdiolc of the 
proceedings appear on the face of the documents, and arc too transparent to 
render it necessary that your Excellency's time should be occupied by cxi)lanatioii 
or connuent. 

1 cannot conclude witliout expressing my grateful sense of the ready and 
effective assistance which your Excellency has, without solicitation, afforded. 
With tlu^ gradual improvement J have marked in the behaviour of the people 
generally, and the comparatively rare occurrence of any very gross act of violence, 
I should indeed have hesitated to make at this moment a further report. 1 am 
very sensible, however, of the importance of such a demonstration as the arrival 
of the "Medusa,'' with your Excellency's remonstrance addressed to the 
Governor-General ; and I venture to hope signal benefit !nay result Irom the 



measure. 



1 have, tH:c. 
(Signed) RUTIJEIlFOUl) ALCOCK. 



Inclosurc 4 in No. 1 1. 
Thi' Governor-General of Fokicn and Che-keang to Mr. Davi.s-, 

OVan^lation.) 

.LliW, Governor-Ciencral of Fo-kicn and Chc-kcang, &e., sends the 
following atiswer to a despatch from yourself, the Honourable J^nvoy and Great 
Minister, received by the steamer, which Consul Alcoek pcr«;onally handed in on 
the 12lh day, 7tli nujnth, 2;*>th year of 'Jaoukwang (August M, 1<S'I5). 

In this you state that the British residents at Foo-chow make frequent 
eomi)Iaints about the insults received frou) the natives, and request that an 
immediate and eileetual stop be put to all future annoyance, &e. 

On receiving the above, 1, the Governor, found, on examination, that the 
people of Foo-(,'how have no^ the slightest cause for ill-wdl against the merchants 
of your honourable country, nor an intention of treating thorn with contempt. 
But the merchants of your honourable country liave only recently ari'ived at 
Foo-chow, nnd their dress diflers from the native, and the people of F\)o-chow 
are not yet as accustomed to this sight as the (inhabitants) of Amoy and the 
three other ports. The streets at Nan-tae L're, moreover, very nan'ow, and 
people irom every quarter crowd there. At the arrival ot the nuM'chants of your 
honourable counlry, it wa^ natural that theve would be a large munbcr of 
spectators, and amongst them also some idle vagabonds and ignorant boys, 
who being unable to obtain a sight, jostled and made a noise When last year 
Consul Lay first arrived, 1, the Governor, felt some anxiety about this, and 
directed two troops of the magistrates' police to protect Consul Lay. He, 
however, said that he was acquainted with tlic customs of the Celestial Empire, 
and could take care of himself, and that there was no need of sending eonstal)les. 
fn the sj)ring of the present year, when Consul Aleock first reached Woo-shih- 
shall, there were hundreds and thousands of people who came to look at him. 
W^hilst I, the Governor, therefore ordered Treasurer Sew to issue an order, 
severely prohibiting this, I at the same time dispatched soldiers from five 
battalions, who should, in the neighbourhood, by turns put (the crowds) down ; 
and the runners of the two magistrates were only withdrawn after having more 
than twenty days been there on guard. 



^/. 



33 



Wh'jn, siibsequrnlly, tlic I l():;()in\:l)!t' d'cnt^ral U'Aiuil'ar came to 1m) -t-hou , 
and I'.ad an iiift'r\ i/w with wvc, the (Iovcdhji', t!iC propic of* Nan-tao (juitc 
puinjimded and |>tislKxl luui. 1, the (iuWM'iior, tlh Ji instantly ordnrd ihe two 
nlnl:,i^trat(•s (o make iiKjuiric". ; (o stM/tMlic rdlows that were orowcHiiL:; arotuid 
ihca), whilst i suiii;;' an order .s.'\('reiy prohihilinii;' it. The niaui^d'ate^ of Imh)- 
ehow, o\\ a ^uhscvjiKTi (H'ea^ion, when a (jtiaiTt I ai'0>e hetuec n l-\jo-eh{)\v people 
and sonje individuals (if your honourable i.ation, seized Ihc Cornier and punished 
thcin, as a wiiniinii' (to oiheis). with the ean,^'uc. 

There is at prcNiMit a vi^^sel of yonr lionoiirahle country, wliieh ran ashore 
ia the viver* ar.d betajno IeacL\ , and h;;s th»e:vfbre been oijhiKHl to unload, and 
repair hor thiniau'tN. ], the (iovernor, instantly eonnvanded the niai;i>trate of 
Foo-el:o\v 1o ])rt)eurc al)ov(; twenty hiiliters ti) reeeivi* the curu'o, and the merchant 
put his ii-oods in a temple. As I. however^ feared ll^it s,)iut' \illains mis^'ht eoutc 
to steal, 1 oi(h'red the local force to dispatch (piiekly some ^ol(lier> and runners, 
to crai/e about. (hiV and ni^iit, for \.\vSv: proicction. Consul A!"ock will he 
thoroui>:h]y ac<piainteil with the rtbove ciix'um>tances. 

Not a moment elapsed durini*; wldeh 1 did not exert n\\<eh'lo allbi'd pn.ttr- 
tion, both iov tik, sal\(* of s(ren;4iluMdn,u" the place, as will as showiuLr the 
friendship of a host to his ii'uests. This, however, the more so, bc^cnu-c* we are 
now one family, and there cann(^t be tlu: mo>t distant idea (jf iiKuhini:: ioreiu'ners. 
iJaviniz; now ree(Mved the communication from you, the llon()ura))ie l^n'oy 
and (ireat Minister, 1 shall red(}id)le my endeavours ibr control, to in>ure lastinir 
traiKiuillity. As, however, the (^flices of all the authorities ;n\' in Ihecily, I am 
apprehen^'ive tiiat their attention can .scarcely be bestowed i verywiieie, an<l have 
therefore held a consultation \\\\\\ the Aetinu; l.ieutcMiant-^Jin'ianor Sen, to 
choose thi'ce civilians and three military olliccr^, w ho, at ditierent places, from 
Woo-shih-shan to Xan-tae, should always have tlunr ^talinis, with a party ot' 
soldiers, for (jucllin^j; (disturbances), and uoini; their rounds. IJut it' any native 
villains insult the merchants of your honourable couniry, they wdl instantly be 
seized, cliained, and delivered over to the magistrate, to be punislud siwercly, 
without the sliirhtest show of mercy. 

1 aNo hope that )'ou, the llonourable ('hivoy and Ch'cat Minister, will order 
Consul Aleoek to enjoin upon the merchants of your hont)urable coniUry that 
may come to Foo-chow, to euflcavour, each and all of them, to carry on theii* 
eonimeree (juictly, and not create any disturbance with the natives. If W(\ on 
both sides, restrain the people of our two respe^etive natioits, i^ood feelings will 
sprinij!: up in course of time, and the trade will become tlourishinti'. 

I, tlie (iovernor, tliink, that Foo-chow, beini;* a new port, where the market 
has ordy recently been opened, tlie goods arc not easily sold. Wlien the first 
mcrcliantman, an American vess(d, arrived last year, 1 ordered Treasurer Sen to 
issue a proclamation, orderint;' the native merchants to kee|) llu^ir uoods in 
readiness, and be just* in their dealii\i,^s. At the arrival of a ship of your 
honourable country at this port, I have, in conjunction with the i\ctinu* Lieure- 
nant-Governor Sen prom uli!:a led ;m exhortatory address to the lieher shops and 
merchants, to procure suitable p:oods for the trade, that both parties may reap 
the benefit. A eo]^y of this I forwarded for the [KM'usal of Consul Aleock. 
Thus the trade will perhaps increase from small to ^f^M'catcr imp<)rl;nice, and 
extend far and wdde. As the merchants will derive essential advantairc*^;, the 
dtities will also be ii^radually increased, which is what you, the r!onoural)le lv)vny 
and Great Minister, as well as mysfdf, fervently h()])e. 

I send this answer with the return of the steamer to Kwani^-tunu, lor the 
consideration of you, the Honourable Fnvoy and Great Mini-tci*, and wish you 
abiding: happiness. 

This important document is addressed to lus FA'ccllency Her l>i'itannic 
Majesty's Plenipotentiary, Davis, &c., with two Proclamations. 
Taoukwang, 2r)th year, 7th month. (August 18^5.) 
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No, 12. 
Sir J. Davis to the Earl of Aberdeen.— (Received December 23.) 

My Lord, Victoria, Hong Kong, October 27, 184j. 

I HAVE great satisfaction in inclosing to your Lordsiiip the annexed copy 
of a despatch from Mr. Consul Alcock, in which that zealous and able oflieeV 
details the negotiations by which he obtained signal reparation for a wanton and 
barbarous attack made by certain individuals of the Tartar garrison on 
Mr. Parkes, the interpreter to the Consulate. 

The inclosures to Mr. Alcock's despatch being voluminous, and the nuittrr 
of them embodied in his letter, I do not trouble your Lordship with details. 

I caused an extract from Mr. Alcock's report to be published in the ** Cliina 
RIail '* of the 23rd instant, and have since signiiied to him my entire approval of 
his proceedings. 

The severe punishment of the aggressors, concerning which tlie Consul 
satisfied himself by ocular proof, will no doubt have a salutary cficct. 1 am 
{^^lad, at the same time, to add that a trade is j^rn^ually being' established at 
Foo-chow, and that anotiier shij) has this day left'llong kong\vith a cargo for 
that port 1 shall probably find it advisable shortly to tratisfer Mr. Vice-Consul 
Layton from Ningpo, where he has little to do, and add him to the establishment 
of Mr. Alcock, who has applied to me for such assisUuice. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. F. DAVIS. 



a 



Inclos\irc in No. 12. 
Consul Alcock to Sir J. Davis. 



Sir, FoO'Chow'foOy October 8, 1845. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for your Excellency's information, copies 
of u correspondence which has taken place since the 4th instant with the Tartar 
General and the Governor- General, originating in a violent and unprovoked 
attack made in the Manchow division of the city upon Mr. Parkes, wliilo 
pm*suing his walk on the walls. 

As that gentleman had been for some distance hooted, pursued, and finally 
pelted with dirt and stones, some of which might very easily have inflicted nu)>t 
serious injury ; and this outrage was persisted in, notwithstanding his remon- 
strance and warning that their conduct would be reported to the Tartar General ; 
and the fact tliat he was recognised and addressed by name as the interpreter of 
the Consulate ; I felt it essential to demand full and prompt satisfaction from 
the Tartar General himself, in whose exclusive jurisdiction the assault had taken 
place. It appeared to me so clear tliat if this were denied, or any delay or 
shuffling permitted, neither peace nor security could be looked for in Foo-chow, 
nor any prosperous prosecution of IJritish trading interests continued, that I was 
fully prepared, in the event of failure, to refer the circumstances to your 
Excellency, for such assistance as might be deemed adequate to attain that 
object. 

My first letter, therefore, to the Tartar General, stated plainly and without 
disguise, in comment upon the particulars of the outrage, that I considered such 
an attack a flagrant violation of the subsisting Treaties, and unless it were inel, 
on the part of the authorities, by the most prompt and energetic measures for the 
apprehension and severe punishment of the oflenders, it would be my duty to 
refer the whole of the circumstances to your Excellency without delay* 

I also inclosed a copy of this letter to Governor-General Lew, calling u])on 
him to take measures, in concert with the Tartar General, to avert the difticultics 
such an outrage was c«ilculatcd to raise. 

On the following day, Sunday, a Colonel of the Tartar army, formerly the 
Haekwang at Amoy, and witli whom it was knowMi I had friendly relations, was 
dispatched to me by the Tartar General, conveying an apology for the insult 
offered, malcing inquiries after Mr. Parkes, and promising tliat due inquiry 
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should be made ; consequently \l was hoped there would be no necessity for my 
reporting the affair to your Exet/Uency. 

The inclosed copy oC the nunute of tliis ink rviuw, and one whieh took ])lace 
on the followinii; day, shows the u.sual diplomacy of iho Chinese to have been 
brouf2;ht into play, and for some time my visitor persisted in eonsiderinir the 
assailants as a set of idle boys. Ilavini^ beiii2;ed him to disabuse the Tartar 
GeneraTs mind of all idea that this was a mere affair of idle hoys and their 
rudeness, or that [ shoidd fail to make the mo-^t serious re])reser.taiion to my 
Covernment, if satisfaction were n(jt afforded within two daysjie took liib leave; 
and the following* day I received a second visii from the same oflicer, from the 
Prefect and two District Magistrate-, and as thoy were approaching;, a letter 
from the 'I'artar General and a copy of his proclaiuatit)n were placed in my 
hands. 

1'he magistrates brought inquiries after Mr. Parkes from the (jovernor 
General, and information to me, that his I'Acellency [had, in company witli the 
Lieutenant-Ciovernorj lost no time in proeeedinii; to the residence of the Tartar 
General to consult with him as to the most expedient measures for th.e severe 
punishment of the offenders ; that several had already been scizcfl by the 1 artar 
(ieneraPs oflicers. and were about to be handed over for heavy j)unishment The 
Tartar General's oflicer brought me information of \Nhat further had tahen ;;lace. 
f>ix men had been traced and sei/ed on tlie information obtained irom one v^'ho 
had confessed; three of these, beinu' young, had been severely beaten with 
bamboos and sent liome ; three older had I)een reserved for the eani'MC, a 
jiunishment from which it was the i^eculim- privilegt^ of a Tartar to be evempt, 
and they were now posted one at each of the three gates, vi/., the South, the 
Kast, and Ilot-spririg Gate-, with a ])laeard stating their offence. After the 
period of confinement had elapsed, they would then receive the additiona 
punishment of the bamboo. The Taitar General having thus eondenmed these 
men, contrary to their own laws, to a dei^radint^ puni>lnnent unusual among 
ihem, to provehi.s detestation of the otfence eonmiitted, the oilieer was instructed 
to say that he trusted this would be considered (piite satisfactory, and that 1 
should no longer deem it necessary to nvcdce reference on the subject to Ibnig 
Kong. 

Shortly after their depculure I received an answer from the Governor- 
Goneral. 'franslalions of these doeuim^nts are inclosed. 

'J'his morning [ determined to proceed to the llot-s|)rings, to make a further 
examination of one of thenuas I should thus p;iss through the various gateways 
where the prisoners were stationed, and tlie (puu'ler of the city uheri* the 
disturbance took place, aiul without seeming to extdt over the |)unished men, by 
making them a |)rincipal object, yet find an o])porlunily of ascertaining whether 
Mr. l^irke.s could verify them as the real offenders, and forming my own opinion, 
from personal observation, as to the tenqier of the i)eople after these 
punishments, which I mulerstood to have excited nmch attention, and to he the 
talk of the phxce. Three Tartars in the cangucj and for an a^^ault on an English 
ofKcer! 

Mr. Parkes was enabled, he informs me, U) verify one, and he believes a 
second. On the canguc is written their offence, as above described. When near 
the gate I could not get free from two or three police, ^\ho had obviously orders, 
armed with their whips, to take care their superior^ had no further eumplaint from 
me. J went on to the walls, and walked over the same ground (intervening between 
the Ifot-spring and the Kast Gate) where Mr. Parkes had been molested. I did 
not perceive any evidence of feeling l)eyond that of interest and curiosity at 
seeing me there, probably increased by associating it \\ith the late attack and the 
signal punishment of the men. Several of the proclamations \\ere noticed by the 
interpi'cter in diflerent parts of the Tai'tar city. 

Having thus ascertained, tolerably to my satisfaction, that the authorities 
had acted with good faith, and not attempted to amu^e me with fictitious 
punishments, proclamations, Sec, I have to-day written a reply to the Tartar 
General, and another to the Governor-General, copies of which are herewith 
inclosed. To the former I thought it right to say, in answer to a letter which 
speaks of such a gross and even dangerous kind of outrage, as a mere breach of 
good manners that I conceived his ])roclamation would have been more 
satisfactory to Her Britannic Majesty's ^lovernment liad he, the Tartar General, 
more justly characterized an outrage so flagrant, as a violation of the laws and a 
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breach of treaties subsisting between the two nations. Nevertheless; as he liad 
sufficiently and distinctly denounced the oflcnce, and threatened scvi-re punish- 
nienl in lutnre, J ventured to hope it might secure llie desired end, and under 
these circumstances the redress obtained api)eaivd to me stitislactory, and would 
no doubt bv^ so considered by your Excellency. 

To the Ciovernor-Geneval I had the more pleasing and easy ta^k ofsinipiy 
expreKsin;^^ the high sense I entertained of the earnest and friendly tei m^ in w Ww'U 
he had referred to the outrage, and the prompt and effeelive steps taken to atic^rd 
the necessary redress. I ventured to add, in conclu^^ion, that I could nut douht 
the ])roofs of cordial goodwill to the ICnglish nation, and a deternunatien to 
insure respect for the laws and a faithful observance of the Treaty, aflbrded on 
the present occasion by his Excellency, and expressed in his letter to me, would 
cause it to be read with great satisfaction by Iler Britannic Majesty's Minlslor 
Plenipotentiary, to whom 1 vshoukl forward a copy. 

I have thought it prudent at this time to address a few lines of advice and 
instruction to the gentlemen attached to this Consulate, to serve for their 
guidance in their intercourse with tlic Chinese and British at the port. I'Vcling 
as i do, that the ground we occupy is not so firm bvit that acts of indiscretion, 
or passionate resistance, might, often repeated on the part of tin English, 
seriously embarrass our relations here , and it often recpiires no ordinal y >\\uvv 
of tetnper to treat some of the Chinese with the patience and tolerance >\hi(h 
their rudeness and determination to impose demand. I have written, assuminu 
the possibility, without strict watch, of some such impatience or indiscretion. I 
must, in justice to those gentlemen, therefore assure your Excclknry that 
nothing is farther from my inteiition than to make a charge of this nature 
I believe them, on the contrary, anxious and ready, in every \\aN in their powci. 
to second my cflbrts to insure respect for the Consular Establishment, and 
promote a friendly and good understanding with all clas^is — Chinese and 
English. 

I have only to trust that the steps I have taken in tliis, at iiist, v(ry 
menacing and troublcbomc-looking allair, and the result obtained, which I h;i\i- 
accepted as perfectly satisfactory, nuiy be sanctioned by the view your I'Lxcelleniy 
may take on perusal of the inclosed documents, 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) RUTIIEREOIID ALCOCK. 



No. 13. 

The Earl of Aberdeen to Sir J, Davis, 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 24, Ib^kK 

I HAVE received your despatch of the 23rd of Aug\ist, inclo'^uig 
copies of your correspondence with the Chinese authorities, respecting ti;e 
disorderly conduct of the populace at Eoo-ehow-foo, and 1 have to acquaint you 
that 1 approve of your having called upon those uutlKnities to prevent Hiiti-h 
subjects from being aggrieved by the outrages of the peo])le at that place. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) ABERDEEN. 



No. 14. 

The Earl of Aberdeen to Sir J. Davis. 

Sii', Foreign Office, January 24, 1840. 

I HAVE received your despatch of the 27th of October, inclosing 
copy of a despatch from Mr. Consul Alcock, reporting the measures which he 
adopted for the purpose of obtaining *from the authorities of Foo chow-foo 
reparation for an attack made by certain individuals of the Tartar garrison at 
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that place on Mr. Parkcs, the fntorprotcr to the Consulate; and I have to 
instruct you to ac^piaint Mr. Alrn-k tl)at Her Majesty's (lovernnienl entirely 
approve ofliis proceedings in this matter. 

F ani^ ^^e. 
(Signed) MiKRDHKN. 



No. l."). 
Sir J. Davis fo the Karl of Aberdeen. — {Received April 20.) 

My Lord, Vicloriaj llomj Ko)u/, Frhraanj 2-1, KS-H). 

WITH rclercnce to several of my previous despatches, duelling on the 
unsatislbctory treatment of British suhjeets within the poit of Canton, in wiiieh 
no improvement wliatever has taken place sinco the [)eaee, 1 have the honour to 
forward some additional correspondence on the same suhjeet. 

Early in this month i\lr. Consul Macgrei;or reported to me an un'provoked 
attack on Commander CiHard, and other otlicers of the navy, who had landed in 
the vicinity of \Vhampoa, for the i)urposo of exercise and shootini;. They Ikk! 
prudently retired, after advanciijj;' about a mile on their wav, upon seeing the 
people collecting to oppose tiieir further progress. Notwithstanding thi^?, 
however, or rather perliaps in consequence u( this, a number of the villagers 
intercepted the party as they were (piietly returning on board, and wantonly 
assailed them with stones, Connnandcr Gillard displayed thegreatt^st modera- 
tion; and though the party were well armed, and could have taught a sev 'i".: 
lesson to their aggress(jrs, he would not allow a shot to he fired in self- 
defence* 

When Mr, Consul Macgregor i^cpresentedthe subject to Keying, he received 
the reply inclosed in the accompanying despatch to myself. This put^ such a 
construction on Kcying's own version of the Vlth Article of the Suppiementary 
Treaty, which he contrived to substitute for Mr. Thomas translation, as would 
place us at the mercy of the rabble in any part of the country, and conline our 
people to their ships, even within the authorised ports of trade. 

Such annoyances as those experienced within the Canton river, are unknown 
at the other ports, and i hav(* frequently observed to your Lordship tluit the 
non-admission into the city is only a part of the grievance which must be 
redressed before the Treaty can be considered as duly observed. 

Before the receipt of Mr. Maegregor's despatch i had been applied to by 
the Uear-Admiral on the subject of the assault on Capttiin Ciflard, and accord- 
ingly addressed the inclosed to Keying. 

He replied by the annexed note, in which he alluded to Ids answer to 
Mr. Macgregor, and promised to .send me a furtlier connuunico.tion on Ihj* 
subject, 

I considered this a favourable opportunity fo point out to Keying \\.^. extra- 
ordinary contrast between the ill-treatment of our regular traders, and e\ lmi the 
officers of Her Majesty's ships, within the legalised |)ort of Canton, and the 
])erfeet freedom and imnumity enjoyed by the opium snuigglers at Nosnoa and 
Kumsingmoon — places interdietecl by the IVeaty. Here houses are built, roads 
are made, and the most perfect security enjoyed, with the connivance of the 
Government authorities ; while* at no ])lace within the Canton river can the 
more respectable portion o^ British subjects move about umnolesled. 

In the inclosed note I point out to Keying this glaring inconsistcMicy, and 
call to his recollection my previous remonstrances concerning tlie evils arising 
from the actual condition of the o])ium trade, and my advice that it should be 
legalised with a duty. 

I consider that the present negotiations relating to Canton afford a favouiablo 
occasion for pushing this argument, and that coulcl the true state of the case be 
made known to the C!ourt of Pekingj it would present the strongest motive to 
legalise the opium trade, 

G 
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I have heard from Mr. Consul Macgregor that some authorities were sent 
down to investigate the afiair ut Whampoa, but have not yet received Keying's 
promised report. 

I have, &c. 
^Signed) J. R DAVIS. 



inclosure 1 in No. 15, 
Consul Macgregor to Sh* J, Davis. 



Sir, Canton^ February 10, 184G. 

REFERRING to my despatch, in which I communicated to your Excellency 
a letter, and its inclosure, which I had received from Captain Lyster, of Her 
Majesty's ship ** Agincourt/* relative to an unprovoked attack on a shooting 
])arty, consisting of Commander Giffard and other oHicers of Her Majesty's 
ships, in the vicinity of Whampoa, I have now the honour to inclose 
translation of his Excellency Keying's reply to my representation, in which I 
demanded an investigation, and the summary punishment of the offenders. 

In this reply, the Imperial Conuuissioner quotes the Vlth Article of the 
Supplementary Treaty, under which he endeavours to excuse the conduct of the 
villagers on the occasion, and insinuates, notwithstanding the recent proclti- 
mation permitting foreigners to make excursions into the interior, that they 
have no riglit to avail themselves of it. Such an assumption, if allowed, would 
render nugatory all that has been done on the subject, and were the people of 
the surrounding villages encouraged by such an interpretation, it is to be feared 
their violence would rather be increased than checked. 

The high tone the Chinese Authority has assumed in this connnunication 
induces me to refer the matter to your Excellency, whose notice of it will, 
doubtless, have more weight than a rejoinder from myself, more especially as it 
was intimated to me by the oiKcer bearing the despatch that it was considered 
not to require an answer from me. 

I have addressed a copy of Keying*s letter to Captain Lyster for his 
information and guidance. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRANCIS C. MACGREGOR. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 15. 
Commissioner Keying to Consul Macgregor* 

(Translation.) 

KE, Imperial Commissioner, Governor-General of the Two Kwang, &c., 
hereby makes a communication in reply. 

I have received your communication stat:!ig (here follows an abstract of 
Her Majesty's Consul's letter to the Imperial Commissioner, dated 5th February, 
1846, respecting Cajrtain Giffard and his party having been attacked near 
Whampoa). 

In consequence of tjiis I have instituted an exaipination, and find that the 
Vlth Article of the Supplementary Treaty states, '* The English merchants 
permanently residing at the Five Ports, Canton and the others, or occasionally 
resorting thither, may not, either the one class or the other, go in a disorderly 
manner amidst the villages, nor suit their own ideas in w^alking and wandering 
about for amusement. If any Englishman should, violating this regulation, go 
in an unauthorized manner into the interior of the country, and wander far about 
for amusement, no matter to what class they may belong, it shall then be lawful 
for the people of the country to seize and deliver them over to the Enghsh 
Consul to be by him punished according to the circumstances. The pjople 
may not, however, in an unauthorized manner, themselves beat and wound them 
so as to injure the existing harmony." 

On tliis occasion, Captain Giflard having landed, taking with him people to 
assist in the pursuit of game, carrying lire-arms, and their going in aii 
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unauthorized manner to the neig-hbourliootl of tlie village of Shik-iow-tsiiy, nl 
the distance of one mile IVoni tlie .sliip, to wander iil)(jut lor ainu^tMnciil and in 
pursuit of game, is a viohition of the regulation, and the people of llic said 
village in preventing them from |)roe(.'edini;' have acted in strict accordance with 
the Treaty that has been concluded ; as, i'nrther, no one was wounded in the 
attack made by throwing stones, it becomes a matter of dilliculty suddenly to 
seize and punish them, wdierel)y the minds of all A\ould be caused to rebel. 
However, since I have received your connnunication, if you will wait for the 
time being, I will order the local authorities to restrain the people of the village, 
directing them that if it should hereafter happen that any Knglislnnen go in a 
disorderly manner amidst the villages, wandering and walking about for amuse- 
ment, they, the people of the said village, ought to take their measures in 
obedience with the Treaty concluded on, and that they may not suddenly beat 
and wound them so as to injure the existing harmony. 

You also (should) inunediatcly bring this Article of the Treat v to the 
knowledge jf the naval ofliccrs in t[uestion, that all may act in obedience thereto, 
and for ever give due weight to friendship and kind feeling, which is of the 
greatest importance. For this reason, 1 now make you a coninumication in 
reply for your information. A necessary comnumication in replv. 
^ Fehruanj 8, 183G. 



Inclosure 3 in No. 15. 
Sir J. Davis to Commissioner Keying. 



Vidoria, Iloncj Kl , February 9, 1840. 

I REG to acquaint your Excellency, that no sooner had 1 written my 
despatch, in which I dwelt on the ill-conduct of the jjcople ai)out Canton, thr.n 
I received a letter from the Admiral, reporting an unprovoked attJick on some 
officers belonging to Her Majesty's >teamcr " Vixen,'' which conveyed your 
Excellency from and back to Canton. 

The Commander and others were on shore, near Whampoa anchorage, for 
the purpose of w^alking about and shooting birds, when they were assailed by a 
crowed of people, with stones, urged on by the '* Tei)os," or heads of the village. 
Having arms, they could easily have (U^stroyed their assailauU, but displayed a 
forbearance which does them great credit. 

The name of the village is Shik-tow-t^uy. and Consul Macgvegor can 
obtain any further information that may be recpiii-ed. The aggressors onght to 
be punished in sight of the Consul or the Connnander, 

1 must observe to your l^^xccllency, tliat if the Commanders of Her Majcsty*s 
ships find the laws of the country cannot or will not protect tiuMu, they will, 
very naturally, be hiclined to do themselves justice, and the chance* of such 
occurrences should be guarded against. 

This is one more instance of the evil disposition of the Canton (Kwang-tung) 
people, which must bo now corrected, in order to i)rcvent future troubles. 

I beg your Excellency will accept the renewed assurances of my highest 
consideration, &c. 

I have, ivc. 
(Signed) J. F. DAVIS. 



Inclosure 4 in No. 15. 
Commissioner Keyinj to Sir J. Davis. 



(Translation.) 

KEYING, High Imperial Commissioner, &c., sends the following answ^er 
to a despatch about an attack u!)on t^iptain Gilfard (here follow the contents of 
that paper), which lie received from you, the Honourable Envoy, and attentively 
perused. 

I find, on examination, that Consul Macgrcgor, in a j^revious desi)atch, 
stated that the said naval otHcers took with them ibwling-picces and i)istols, when^ 
they went ou shore and approached the village Shik-tow^-tsuy, at a distance of 

G 2 
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tlivoe 'Mo" iVom their vessel, whore th(-y wore attacked with stone?; by more 
than 1,000 jjcople, and returned tt) their boat immediately, without heini^* 
wounded. To this I sent an an^iwer, in eonCornnty to iho exislini;* Treaty. 

i inoreo\er liave orders to the loeal mandarins, that they mi^ht re.vtrain th<' 
villai»'er.s of the said plaee, and not allow them, of their own accord, to eui^ai^e 
in strife and inflict injuj'v, so as to disturb the existing harmony and goodwilL 

Having sent some officers to investigate the affair, 1 addressed my orders 
to the civil and mihtary authorities entrusted with this business, on receiving 
your note, to examine minutely into this affair, and manage it satisfactorily. As 
soon as 1 have received their report, I shall forward to you a reply. 

Whilst transmitting this answer, I wish you happiness. 

Taoukwang, 2Gth year, 1st month, 19th\lay. (February 14, 1846.) 



Inclosure 5 in No, 15. 
Sir J. Davis to Commissioner Keying. 



Victoria, Hong Kong, February 21, 1846. 

SINCE I received your Excellency's note of the 14th instant, declaring that 
j^ou would write again on the subject of the attack on Captain Giffard, I have 
been waiting for some infomiation. 

The illconduct of the inhabitants within the port of Canton is a very serious 
matter, and must be corrected, or it will lead to great confusion. 

The lawful and regular traders of nw country, and even the officers of Her 
Majesty's ships, cannot proceed on shore within the port of Canton without 
being attacked. On the outside of the port, however, at Nanioa and Kumsing- 
moon, the lawless smugglers of opium have formed settlements on shore, and 
buili houses, and made good roads. This is all by the connivance of the lower 
mandarins, who receive forty dollars on every chest. Thus, while lawful and 
regular traders within the port arc maltreated, the smugglers of opium violate 
the Treaty hi going to forbidden places on the coast, where they live on shore 
unmolested ; and, if attacked by Chinese, they shoot and kill them at their 
pleasure. 

Your Excellency will perceive that this state of things is very mischievous. 
The regular traders, seeing that they have no protection from the Chinese 
Government, will either become outside smugglers, or they will go ashore in 
numbci'S and carry arms with them, and, if wantonly attacked, they will be 
inclined to do themselves justice. 

1 have ah'eady declared to the outside smugglers of opium, that I cannot 
protect them at Namoa and Kumsingmoon. if the mandarins continue to allow 
them to reside there, '.vhile regular traders and official persons are maltreated 
within the port of Canton, this is manifestly to oftcr encouragement to smugglers 
and pirates, and to discourage honest and respectable persons who conform to 
the Treaty. 

I have before repeatedly addressed your Excclicncy on the impolicy of 
avowing the irregular trade in opium, by which t' lower mandarins are enriched, 
and both natives and foreigners are taught to smuggle. Were the ti'ade legalized 
with a duty, a large revenue would accrue to the Emperor, and snuiggling would 
altogether cease. 

Were the Emperor to know that opium smugglers are allowed to build 
houses and make roads at Namoa and Kumsingmoon, while regular traders are 
not only forbidden to enter Canton, but maltreated everywhere in the neighbour- 
hood, His Majesty, seeing that this must excite the indignation of foreigners, 
would probably take measures for correcting so glaring an abuse. 

I avail, &c. 
(Signed) J. F. DAVIS. 
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No. |(i. 
Sir J. Ihtris lo Ihc Ea,} (>f Alnrdrcn, — (lirrrirci/ April j!0.) 

My Lord, Vlchu'la, lloiuj Kumj, Fcbuntni 

WITH veiereiK'C to my (lcs[)aluli of yestcvdax'^ ih{x\ I have >incv 
received the promised statement iVom Kcyini!; of his nu^asurcs relatiiii;' lo the 
aggressive villagers at Whampoa, and forward it as an inclosurc herewith. 

The colour given by the villagers to their own statenuM^t of the transaction 
might have been expected, but no doui)t can c\l^t of the liarndcss iiaturc of 
Captuin Giftard's excui'sion on bhore, and the eonsc([uent absence of any justify- 
ing cause for the attack. 

I hope that even what has been done may tend to restrain the peoi)le in 
that neighbourhood, but mueli refonnation is needed in the general couvlit ion 
and treatment of Hritish subjects within the port of Canton. 

As the present state of things is the obvious and admitted eonsequencc of 
those evil lessons wliich were formerly taught to the people by their own 
Government, and as the opium snuigglers on tlie outside of the [)ort'are tolerated 
in all their irregularities, forming settlements on shore, and securinu" im|»unity to 
themselves by their own force, while the more respectable portion ol' Her 
Majesty's subjects, within the linuts of the IVeaty at Canton, meet with all 
manner of ill-treatment and oblo(juy, the Chinese Government may ju-tlv be 
held responsible for the api)lieation of an effectual remedy. 

1 have addressed the inclosed reply to Keying, repeating my pre\ious 
arguments on this strong point. 

1 have, .Sec. 
(Signedl J. l\ DAVIS. 



Tnelosure 1 in No. 10. 
Commissioner Kojlng to Sir J. D((vls\ 



(Translation.) 

KEYING, High Imperial Commissioner, ^Scc, sends the following reply. 

From a despatch of Consul Macgrcgor it appeared that some officers of the 
steamer had g(me on shore (here ibilow the contents of that letter), I thereibre 
sent orders to the local oflieers to kcej) the villagers of that place under proper 
constraint, as is on record. 

On the receipt of a eonununication from the Honourable h^nvoy, I directed 
some mandarins to proceed thither and investigate the aliiiir. These otiicers 
subsequently reported, that they had hastcne(l to Whampoa accordingly, but 
previously had an interview on board his vessel with the olliccr, Mr. Si. Croix, 
and others. From them they learned that several oflieers laid, with some men, 
gone on shore to obtain birds, to which the villagers were opposed. The* oflieers 
then brought a linguist, and pi'oceeded with the dc])uted mandarins to that 
village to institute incpurics. This proved to be the territory of Shik-tow-tsuy, 
about ten le distant from Whampoa, and from the anchorage of tlu^ steamer 
three le. There are in that neighbourhood .about seventeen villages and hamlets 
adjoining each other, and the po[)nlation is very den>e. They went on shore at 
the entrance of the canal of Shik-tow-tsuy, to the ea>tward oi' Leih-shating, and 
the officers pointed out the great street of three \illaL;es of about live le, down 
to the lower village of Pih-tang, saying that this Mas the i)lace where clones had 
been thrown at them by the inhabitants, who had i)ursue(l and driven them 
away. This being ascertained, the olHccrs returned to their vessel. 

The deputed olhcers then ordered the elders and gentry of the villai^e to 
assemble to institute an investigation. 'Jliey stated that there wvw coi. . slant ly 
people who came on shore from the foreign vi^s^ds, that were ;it anchor neai' 
Whampoa, to w^alk about, but tlie\ never went far, noi- eiiteied the \IMai;eiv. 
Hence mutual (piictness had rtMi^'ncd ibi' a con^ideiable tini(\ ihit on the iMh 
dayofthe present month vH'i I'Vbruai'y) there cune idl on a ^uddui ,!M*\eieii 
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EnG:llsili ofliceis and men with rowlin^-picccs, ami advanced to tlio eastward of 
Shati!ii4", tlie huw >tRHt of Pih.-tauu" and otlier villages. They traversed every 
])lace, and iViulitonod the women in the vilhigvs to the great regret of every one. 
H(MnLi- apprehenMve of some disturbance they (the elders) expelled them, whilst 
^ome took \\\} stones and threw at them, to inspire fear, without, however, 
hurtini; any one. They, on their part, l^ept (the nmltitude) in check, prevented 
them (from doing mischief), and dispersed the crowd. Such was the evidence 
given. 

One of the Articles of tlie Supplementary Treaty stipulates, tliat the English 
should not go at random to villages, and walk about at their pleasure. Now the 
offices took many peoi)le nith them, can*ying fire-arms, and venturing the 
distance of five le, from the entrance of the Shik-tow-tsuy canal to Pih-tang and 
other villages, wandering everywhere about, terrifying the women of the villages, 
and causing universal regret, and they were therefore stopped to prevent 
n)ischief; but the stones were merely thrown to frighten thcni^ and not to 
inflict injury. Still this was wrong, and the elders and gentry were, therefore, 
ordered to do their duty in restraining the po[)ulaee with all rigour. If, in future, 
any Englishmen enter into the villages, the former ought to act in conformity to 
the Treaty, and must not wantonly throw stones to attcct the existing liarmony 
and good feeling. 

On receiving the report, and examining the case, wc agreed that the 
suggestions of the said deputed officers, being the result of their clear investi- 
gation, should be carried into effect. Severe orders arc now issued to the local 
officers to keep the villagers in check. 

You, the Honourable Envoy, ought likewise to command the British officer 
to exci'cise control over English subjects. Thus the Treaty will be strictly 
observed on both sides, and we shall live together in undisturbed harmony and 
friendsliip. 

Whilst forwarding this answer, I wish you every happiness. 

Taoukwang, 26th year, 1st month, 20th day. (February 21, 1840.) 



Inclosurc 2 in No. IG. 
Sir J. Davis to Commissioner Keying, 



Vicforitty Hong Kong^ February 25, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge tlie receipt of your Excellency's 
despatch, stating that olliccrs had been deputed to Whampoa concerning the 
attack on Captain Ciifiard. 

[ regret that vour ExcelkMicy should have had so much trouble about this 
business, hut at the same time must think that, the assailants not having been 
punished, there is no security against the recurrence of similar attacks. The 
officers of Her Majesty's ship went ashore merely for their amusement in shooting 
wild birds, and gave no molestation to the ])eople. In no friendly country are 
they obliged to confine themselves to their ships. 

^ T have already addressed a note to your JCxcellency, showing that while 
the lawless smugglers of opium on the outside of the port form settlements at 
Namoa and lunnsingmoon, upon the Chinese territory, buikling houses and 
making roads, the respectaldc British subjects who enter the authorized port 
arc exposed to all kinds of ill treatment and oblocpiy, and the offenders are not 
punished. 

Your Excellency speaks of living together in undisturbed harmony and 
friendship, and my wish is exactly the same. But my countrymen arc not 
accustomed to ill usage, either in their own country or in any other. When 
they see that the Government of China cannot or will not protect them from 
wanton molestation, they will naturally be inclined lo right themselves, and 
inevitable disorder will he the resull. 

They see the opium smugglers allowed to form settlements ashore on 
tlie outside of the port, while wiiliin the port, and within the limits settled by 
Treaty, they themselves enjoy neither freedom of movement nor security of 
person. 

I have often repeated to your Excellency that the illicit trade in opium, 



under the connivance of the mandarins, is the source oi iiiiiuiuuiahk' evils. 
Were the trade legalized, the wUolc oi* the ioivii;ii .ships uouki hi- ctlKctcd 
within the five ports, under the control of the CoumiIs. 'rhc\ wuukl all jniy 
tonnage dues, and about 2^000,000 dollair. would easily bo collected on the 
opium. 

At present this profit is obtained by corrupt oilicers oi' Covcrnment, the 
ships wander to all parts of the coast, and the smugglers loriu settleiiients on 
shore. While this is openly connived atj I cannot interfere; but, were the 
trade legolized, 1 could secure the due control of all the vessels. Since eonnno- 
dities could then be given in exchange for oi)ium, S\cee -.dvcr would no longer 
ilow out of the country, and a mutual good undersiauding would be for e\er 
preserved. 

1 renew, ike. 
(Signed) J. F. DA\'1S. 



i\o. 17. 

The Earl of Aberdeen to Sir J. Davi.^-, 
Sir, Eorciyu OJ/icr, Jju II 'j i, Is K). 

I IJAVl*! read with some regret the account contained in u)ur de.-palehes 
of the 24th and 2;')tli of Fehruarx, of the corres[)ondenee in \viiieh \ou ii<i\o 
been involved with the Chinese authorities, in eon^rdueneL' of th.e altaek 
made upon Captain Giliarcl and his party l)y some villagers m;..- \\ haiupoa. I 
am far from being satished tha( the ('hincsc authorities niiglil :a/L ha\e lelijilL'd 
upon you, by a comi)laint thai Captain (iid'ard liad ivndeieu hiiii^eu' ;'nienah!e 
to reproof for having wandered into the country, contrat\ Iv) ik' [mil, if not to 
letter, of the Treaty, whieh prescribes iiniits (o the e.xeuision-^ o. i'titi>h suhjeef-^ 
at the five ports ; and at all everits 1 cannot coincide in tiie lliiv' of argunu nl 
which you appear to have used, that beeau^e the Chinese CoNunnienl oliieer.s 
allow in some instances ih'ilish subjects lo disregard the TrealN, by settling in 
parts of the country other than those bpeeiiied in the 'J'realy, Iniii-h snbjeet- itt 
other (piarters may lind in that negligence a sullieient justilieation lor over- 
stc])j)ping the bounds i)rcscribe(l to them in the Treaty. 

I consider it extremely im])ortant, especially at tlu* jjresent moment in the 
vicinity of Canton, that JJritish subjeets slu)nld he cautioned to use the utmo^l 
circumspection in all their proceediniis, and although it would eerhiinly be very 
desirable, on every account, that greater Ireedom ol' ijilereian'se with the interior 
should be allow^ed to British subjeets than they at present enjoy, 1 still conceive 
that it would be better lo submit to some tcmporai-y inconvenimee, rather than 
provoke the jealousy of an ignoi'ant poi)ulace, by aiming at more than we are 
strictly entitled by Treaty to exact. 

1 am, is:e. 
(Signed) AUFKDEKN. 



No. 1>. 
Sir J. Davia to the Earl of Abenhunu — {Received June 2'>.) 

My Lord, Vicloria, llony Komj, .lyi'J :iO, 18-10. 

1 HA\'E the honour to for\\ard, her.'witb, to \our LonUliip, two despatches 
which I have receivcil from Mr. Consul Aleoek, at Foo-eliow-ioi), detailing the 
circumstances of a serious riot which lo(;k place in tlie suburbs of that town, 
and in Nvhich some Englishmen atul some Canton Chinese weiv et^Kerned. 

It is well known tliat the Canton and l-'oKien Chinese ar(^ almost tlillereiit 
races, unable to understand eaeh others .-poken langM;ige, and that tl^ey seldom 
meet together without uni)lcasant eoltislon. 'i'licy are at the -ame time 
remarkable as being the most turbulent and ungovemahl'/ of Chinese subjects. 
For these reasons, it is unfoitunate ihat> so many Canton mui should ha\e 
aceornpanied British residents to that place, being, of eour-e, u . Jiii ar, the only 
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Cliincso at prosi^nt accjuuinlcd with the English languaj^e, or accustoniod to 
iscni' thcni as cooks, ike. 

At the time ol* the disturbance, Her Majesty *s ship ** Djxidalus *' was in the 
river;, but Mr. Alcock had so Uttlo aj)pvchension regarding either himself or 
the other residents that he allowed her to sail with IncU)Sure No. 1 to my 
address, informing me that he had written for Her Majesty's brig ** Espicgle " 
from Amoy. 

In tlic same despatch your Lordshii) will observe Mr. Alcock states, as liis 
opinion, that there is ''no hostility whatever against the English, save in so far 
as they identify themselves with a rabble of Canton men of the worst character 
lianging about the suburbs, and with acts of aggression or altercation originating 
with their Canton servants — the cause of the distiu'bance in the present instance, 
as far as 1 can ascertain." 

Mr. Alcock seems to have acted \vith great i)rudence throughout, and he 
speaks in high terms of the Cliinesc authorities, who were no doubt alarmed for 
the general i)eace. 

In his second despatch, dated five days hiterj the Consul slates that a band 
of Chinese plunderers, who as usual took advantage of the disturl)ance, attacked 
the residence of two r.nglishmen in their absence, and effectually cleared it of 
all property. Many of these criminals had been seixed by the authorities, with 
about 2,700 dollars of the plunder. The principal ofienders would be decapi- 
tated, and full indenmity for the whole of the plundered property was promised 
by the Chinese Government. 

As no lives were lost, these occun*enccs are unfortunate cliiefly as they may 
operate against Foo-chow-foo as a place of residence and trade, and add to the 
prejudices already existing. In the meanwhile it is satisfactory to reflect that 
the greatest reliance may be phiccd on the prudence and firnmess of the Consul, 
who seems, by the inclosurcs in his despatch, to be on the best terms with the 
Local Government, and cooperating by their desire, at the time he last wrote, in 
the investigation of the evidence on both sides. 

I have, &c, 
(Signed) J. F. DAVIS. 



Inclosure 1 in No. IS. 
Consul Alcock to iSlr J. Davis. 



Sjr, FoO'ChouhfoOy April 1, 1840. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose a despatch I have felt it necessary to address 
to the ofHccr commanding Her Majesty's ship " Espitigle,'* at Amoy, calling upon 
him to aflbrd such sup])ort to lier Majesty's C-onsul at this port, as the presence 
of a brig of war is calculated to give, I am unable to furnish your Excellency 
with any details to be depended upon, until further investigation has been made, 
but 1 trust in a few days to be better informed, when 1 shall dispatch an exprers, 
in duj)licate, by Amoy'and Canton. In tlic mcantinu^, although 1 am bound to 
state there is great excitement — the shops in the subu.rbs having been closed, 
and still contimie so, jiarlially — and the English residents in the suburbs are 
greatly alarmed, and about to leave for the vessels at the mouth of the river, I 
consider these fears exaggerated., and have no apprehension ibi' my own security 
liere, nor that of the members of the Consular establishment at Nan-tae. 1 
cannot give a stronger, or, to me, a more satisfactory, proof of the accuracy of 
this opinion, than the fact that Mr. Walker has come up to the Consulate this 
mornhig, and was unconscious of the existence of any serious disturbance, until 
infornicd on his arrival here. He found a crowd round Mr. Glen*s hong, but 
met with no interruption. I am satisfied that there is no hostility whatever 
against the English, save in so far as they identify the.nselvcs with a rabble of 
Canton men of the worst character, hanging about the suburbs ; and with acts 
of aggression or altercations originating with their Canton servants — the cause 
of the disturbance in the present instance, so far as I can ascertain. It is satis- 
factory to me 10 state, that the authorities have been in constant communication 
with me, and have shown the strongest desire to maintain order, and to ensure 
the safety of Mr, Glen and his cstablisluucn*', against whom the popular clamour 
is directed. 



Mr. Glen, 1 learn witli rouict, leiiuirv- mul^kmI d^Msluiu't*, and \Vci> tiiJDut to 
leave tor the AVoo-fbo-niun l*a^^, aizain-t which sU|). depriving' mu of ihe n\cans 
of duly exaniining* uUo the ati'air, the ifuthoritK-> ha\r \vr\ rcasoiiahlv remon- 
strated. I have, ill consc^iut iicc, htid iny injunctiiais v^nm Mr. (ilui not to 
leave the port, and have, niDiouNcr, oilcicd hiin a-\hnn here, uht^re alone he 
can obtain surgical as^ii-tance ; and the niaui^UiiU uiuin lakes to aee()ni|)aiiy him 
here, and seeure hini ri'E>m all n.ole-laiiuii. [ haU' aUo ihreeted Mi', (ilen to 
s-end away all hi< seivants who aie imph-ated hi the iVaea^, to wait lurther 
orders at the \\ oo-Coo-num !\i^.; aiid liie autho!ilie'^ will put an otheer \n 
eharge^ and be responsible for the satet\ of hl^ '^ood^. 1 trust the^e inea^ures 
may be approved hy your E.\eellenc\. 

I ha\'e, \e. 
(Sinned UrTllKKFORD ALCOCK. 



Inclo^ure -i in No. 1^. 
Conf>i(l Alcovli to air J. DacU. 

Sir, Fofhchoir-foOy April (i, l^4(). 

KEFlillRING to my de-pateh of the 1>1 of April, wriiten durmi;- the 
prevalence of great exeitemeni on the part of the Cliine>e population and the 
British residents in the >ulnnh>, I lia\e now the salisl'aetion (»l' reporting:' to your 
Excellency that order has been re^toied without lo>s of lite, allhoui^h personal 
injuries have been received, and some \{)» ol" pu)pert\ ha^ endued, from the 
sacking of a honj^' inhahited by two Ihiti^h sidfjeel^. 

The inclosed copies of notifieation> addre^^iMl to the Ih'itish connnunity of 
Koo-chow% of three proelamatioris i-Mied by the (iovernor-deneral and the 
Lieutcnant-Govenu)r, and of eorres|)ondence bdween the latter olheer and 
myself, will place the whole of the circumstances, so far as they are yet known, 
before your Excellency, and at the >ame time correctly t^\[)lain the present .state 
of affairs. 

On the 7th instant 1 shall jiroeecd to fake evidence, in reference to the part 
taken by the British and the niemb(M-s of their respective tstahli^hmenls, innne- 
diatciy prior to tlu^ outbreak of popular fcelinu', and duiini^ the prevalence of 
overt acts of hostility. On tlie lulK)wini;' day 1 purpose proceeding' witli the 
Lieutenant-Governor and the District Magislrale.s to examine the evidence 
brought forward by the Chinese on the o|)p()>ite side. In a short time, 
therefore, 1 mav reasoiud)ly ho]>e to he enabled to connnunicate such further 
infonnation as may seem needful clearly to explain wliaiever may now be 
doubtful. 

As some anxiety may, howe\'er, he ^.xperienced at Hong Kong, if any report 
may have preceded this des[)atch, i considei it cx|)cdicut to put your bixeellency 
at once in j)OSsession of the more important inlt'Uigence, that all is (juiet, and no 
further cause of alarm exists. 

I will merely obserw by way of connnen;. th;d liiis >eries of disiurbances, 
which, during the ;^lst March and Kt ApiiL a^^unuvl a very formidal)le aspect, 
seem to have taken their origin froui sueli trivial causes, that I cannot but 
conceive feelingi:; of irritation and la. utility must ha\e i)revionsly existed, and for 
a long j)eriod." The recent events have, however, oidv served to confirm my 
opinion that to the English themselves, the people oi' I'oo-ehow are not hostile. 
Even during the highest excitement, alter blows had been struck on both sides, 
and blood had flowed, for siweral hours Messrs, RopiM' and llaeket traveised the 
crowd repeatedly during the riighl, iirst to gain Mi*. (ilcn\^ hong, and subse- 
quently in search of two missing ser\ ants, and they were not molested. 'J'hc 
following morning, three hours before an attack was made upon Mr. (ilenV hong, 
and the residence of the parties ahm'e inentioned was sac^ked and plundered, 
Mr.Walker passed through thecrowd and traversed thewhok ofthesubuibswithout 
insult or interruption. " A day later, after lire-arn\s had been ust^l by Canton 
men forcing their way to Mr. (Jlen's hong, and two of the crowd had been 
wounded, Mr. Meredith, in a similar manner, came from Nan-tae to the Consulate 
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ia the city. These facts furnish, I think, the most conclusive evidence in 
support of the opinion 1 have expressed. On the evening of the 1st April, t!ie 
Governor-General, communicating to me the measures he had taken and had in 
view tor the protection of property and restoration of order, politely intimated 
his intention of sending a guard to the Consulate, which I inm^ediately declined, 
stating, that 1 was satislied the people of Foo-ehow enteitained no hostile feelings 
to the members of Her Majesty's Consulate, and that I held myself perfectly 
secure from n^olestation, and was otherwise unwilling to give such evidence of 
a want of confidence I did not feel. The result fully justified this course, during 
the whole of the period ; while the most alarming accounts were being brought in 
hom-Iy from Chinese and British, no intruder appeai'ed at the Consulate. 

As regards tlie authorities, I have much satisfaction in stating that tlicy 
have given every proof of a friendly sj)irit, and a determination not only to put 
down the disturbances with a strong arm, but to the utmost of their ability to 
protect tlic British in their persons and their property. Several of the inferior 
officers and soldiers received injuries in defending Mr, Glen's hong after the two 
men had been shot by the Canton servants. After the first emeutc^ in which 
Mr. Glen received his injury, 300 men were ordered down, and these seeming; 
insufficient to disperse the mob, the force was promptly increased to 1000. If 
the hong of Messrs. Roper and liacket was not equally defended, I believe it 
must be attributed to a disbelief on the ])art of the authorities that it was in any 
danger, for all the morning that part of the suburb had been undisturbed, and 
even an hour before it was reduced to a shell, the two residents passed through 
the streets with Air. Gk^n mnnolcsted, for some distance, to gain their boats. 
Finally, the evil not having been prevented, the officiating Lieutenant-Governor 
promptly assured me that ct)mi)ensation should be made for property lost. On 
this point I cannot omit calling your Excellency^ attention to the honourable 
and disinterested assistance which two of the neighl)ouring shopkeepers gave to 
Mr. Ilacket's shrofl*, by receiving and keeping in safe custody a box of 3,000 
dollars, a trait which I think suffices to redeem the people as a population from 
any sweeping condenmation. I have indeed a strong suspicion that the attack 
on the hong in question may be attributed to the knowledge the more worthless 
of the po])ulation may have ac(juircd of the fact, that treasure to a considerable 
amount was to be found there, and who deemed the opportunity favourable, 
under the cloak of po])ulur hostile feeling, for api)ropriating such n valuable 
booty. In the apprehension of tlie ofl'enders, and the recovery of stolen property, 
the authorities seem to have exerted the utmost diligence, and besides several 
minor articles, 2,700 dollars have been seized in the hands of the plunderers or 
their accomi)liees. 

It having been my i)aii;;ul duty to bring under your Excellency's notice 
occurrences, not more untoward in their aspect than injurious, I fear, to the 
future prospects of the port, I am glad that it should nevertheless be placed in 
my power, within six days, to give so favourable a report of the existing state of 
affairs, and the perfectly satisfactory nature of our relations with the authorities 
of the place. Nor indeed are my apprehensions of the injurious effect of these 
disturbances upon the prosperity of the port in the slightest degree founded 
upon any impression of insecurity to life and property hercaflcr as the result, 
but simply upon the conviction, that some time may elapse before confidence is 
entirely restored even in the minds of the British residents here ; and at Hong 
Kong and the other ports, recent events will in all probability serve to confirm 
strong prejudices already of old date, and exercising the worst influence. 

Notwithstanding all that is disheartening in tliesc circumstances, it will still 
be my earnest endeavour to extract some good from these evils, and if full 
compensation can be obtained for injury sustained, friendly relations be re-estab- 
lished between the parties injured and the population, and signal punislnnent 
be inflieted upon the chief actors in the scenes of riot, I shall feel tliat additional 
security has been gained* 

It is possible that the experience of the last few days may have taught both 
English and Chinese a needful lesson of mutual consideration and forbearance, 
may have shown to the former the impolicy and danger of too great readiness 
to assume intentional oflence and to resent it by unequivocal violence ; and to 
the latter, the determination of their own authorities not to uphold them in acts 
of wanton aggression. 

If these results can be obtained there will be little left to regret, since no 
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life has been lost, and our own relatione, rricmlly and cominorciul, will roM upon n 
basis infinitely broader and lirmer i\n\n thiy luivt^ h(M'('U)lbrc done at \\\\> poil. 
\i ^ To this end my best eflbvls are iu)W directed, and if Miceesslul, 1 am sure 
the'result will be hailed by your Kxci'lkMiey with nmeli Ratisliictioii. 

I have, tvc. 
(Sioaed) RUiniERFORD ALCOCK. 



No. 19. 
Sh J. Davis to the Earl of Aherctccn. — [Fccf'ived Jnhj 2-30 

^ExtractO Victoria^ Homj Komj, May 8, 184G. 

REFERRING to my despatch of 23rd A|)ril, 1 have the honour to rci)0!i 
further upon the subject of the hite liots at Foo-chow-fot). 

On the 5th instant I received the inch)sed from Mr. Cousul Alcock, in 
which he reports upon his proceedings in consequence of tlio^e unfoi-tunate 
disturbances, particularly with reference to compensation for losses sustained, of 
which the schedule is subjoined to his letter. 

The prospects of trade have been suflicientK unfavourable from (he fii's;t 
occupation of the port, and the late occurrences have rcndcM-cd tlicni nuich worse. 
To the physical difticulties, arisini;' from the nature of the river, \\\h\ the 
impossibility of approaching* the city with ships of war i'or the protection c!* the 
trade (as can be efiectually done at the other new ports\ are now to be added 
them oral obstacles which have lately arisen. 

It is clear that the two points absolutely indispensabh* arc, first, the 
exemplary punishment of the plunderers in the late riots; and, secondly, 
compensation from the Government for the actual losses sustained by i^ritish 
subjects in the plunder of their residences. 

It is to be hoped that real and tangible losses nuiy be recovered without 
difficulty; but claims of a speculative nature, like those made by Mr. Glen 
under the head of ^* inconvenience/' and of '* injury to eonnnercial pros])ccts/' 
which at Foo-chow^-foo have never been very promisin«>', I'cquire to he more 
considerately dealt with. He has, moreover, greatly vitiated such claims, if he 
has quitted the port, as 1 understand, contrary to the Consul's advice and 
invitation to remain. 

Mr. Glen seems to have obtained a very incorrect version of the American 
case at Canton, on which he founds his speculative claim for the sum of 50,000 
dollars. The party in question, after making up an accovmt ibr lO/JGl dollars, 
immediately added 100 per cent, tor *' suffering and inconvenience " arisin,^' from 
the losses specified, and which are usually supposed to be put an end to by the 
restoration of the value. 

The local authorities were so notoi'iously remiss on the late occasion, that 
compensation for positive losses by the plunder of treasure and other effects 
must, if necessary, be urged in the strongest manner ; and I shall be glad to 
receive any instructions that your Lordship may deem it right to acklress to me 
on the subject. 



Tnclosure 1 in No. 19. 
Consul AIcoclc to Sir J. Davis\ 



Sir, FoG'ChoW'foo, April 29, 184G. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose various docutnents for your Mvcellcncy's 
information, referring to the I'ecent disturbances at this port, the claims lor 
compensation arising out of these events, and the present aspect of afi'airs 
here : — 

The proceedings of the Consular Court, held on the 7th instant, embodying 
the depositions of British subjects and serv^ants on their respective cstal)lish- 

li 2 
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ments ; the evidence of the Chinese witnesses before their own autliorities ; the 
comments I thought it necessary to make in an oflieial comnHmioation to the 
Acting Lieutenant-Governor upon the chief fae(>; elicited hy the evidence adduced 
on both sides; and histly, flu* re])ly of the olheiatiuii; Lieutenant-Governor to 
my observations, rehitivc to the acts of violence which took phiee from the 
28th March to the 1st April. 

In my comnumioation to the Lieutenant-(iOvei'nor, I deemed it necessary 
to call his attention (o many circumstances of an unsiitisfaetory nature connected 
with the events and tlie evidence. It v;as so clear that untrue statements jiad 
been made by the Chinese witnesses, mid irreat I'cmissness been manifested hv 
the authorities durini*' tlie disturbances, that I felt it incund)ent upon me 
strongly to cxpiess my opinion on these })oints. The inadequate and tardy 
measures taken by the autliorities for the protection of the persons and propeity 
of British subjects, must be considered the more unpardonable after messai^es 
from the Governor-General and othciating Lieutenant-Governor, and visits from 
the subordinate authorities, hour after hour, durini;- the prevalence of the popular 
excitement, sliowed that they were fully alive to the serious nature of the riots 
and the evil results threatened. As I had tiiven full credit to the authorities 
for good faith in the ])romises of viiz:ilance and energy, and the assurances 1 
received of ade([uatc steps having actually been taken, I believed myself the 
more fully warranted in forcibly pressing upon the ofHciating Lieutenant- 
Governor the manifest discrepancy of the unchecked course of events, and those 
reiterated reports of measures adopted to avert such mischief. 

The charcces against the British are limited to two of a trivial character : 
1st, against some sailors of the '* Diedalus''' for taking ])rovisions without due 
payment, and by force ; and 2ndly. against an English servant for striking a 
Chinese porter impeding his passage. In each of these cases, parties on both 
sides seem to have been blameable. The grounds of complaint against the 
Chinese consist of several counts, extending from the 28th March to the 1st 
April, and involve distinct charges of extreme violence and robbery on the 
persons of three servants to British residents, personal injury to an l^iglish 
merchant, and loss of j)roperty by the jdundering with force and arms in open 
day, of two hongs occupied by British subjects. 

His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, in reply, sends a private commu- 
nication, in which he confesses that the iirst case of Captain Miln*s servant had 
not been investigated, concurs ni the equitable view taken of the reparation to 
be made to the Chinese who had 'shown cause of complaint against tlie Knglish, 
and deprecates the connecting these events with the more serious disturbances 
which took place on the 31st March and 1st April. The ai)prchcnsion of the 
party of Canton men who fired and wounded two of the crowd, and which I had 
urged upon him, is sljrred over, as they have been allowed to escape, and he 
concludes by regretting Mr. Glen's departure, admitting tliat it is very natural, 
but distlaiming, on the part of the population, any feeling of hostilitVi and hints 
at the inexpediency of writing ofhcially during the investigation. 

Since this coriespondencc but little progress has been made in terminating 
these discussions, by the punislmient of the otienders, and the settlement of the 
claims for compensation. I fear the sudden departure of the ''Torrington " 
without enteri.ng the port will not allow mc to inclose coi)ics of various letters 
and documents connected with these points, but the earliest opportunity shall 
be taken to place them before your Lxcellency. In the meantime I beg to 
inclose a summary of all tlie claims, except Mr. Glen's, some of the details of 
which are still under investigation : the amount claimed by Messrs, I Jacket, 
Miln, and Roper, is ahout 37,000 dollars, while the claim of Ali-. Glen for actual 
losses, appears likely to exceed 34,000 dollars, making a total of some 70,000 
dollars. 

Looking to the importance of a speedy settlement of the bulk of these 
claims on the spot, I have declined submitting to the local authorities demands 
for compensation under any other head than that of obvious and defined losses, 
actually incurred during the disturbances, or as their immediate consequence, 
reserving to Her Majesty's Government the right, at any later period, of pressing 
fui-thcr claims under* the head of personal injury and inconvenience, and injury 
to commercial undertakings. The inclosed corrcsi)ondcnce naiU inform your 
Excellency, that Mr, Glen has prefeiTed a claim to a large amount under each 
of these heads. Under the first he claims ,50,000 dollars, the sum understood 
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to have been paid to an American merchant, under the antliority of Captain 
Elliott, Her Majesty^ Chief Superintendent (jf^JVadr at that ixriod^. jor per^oiial 
injurie.^ and inconvenienee, and under the second, IK^OOO dollar^. 

In Mr. Glen's letter of the Sth of April, he retpicstcd my ad\ ice atul opinion 
on his rii^-ht to claim, under the heads of loss Mistained on (he ^pot l)y [)ropert\' 
destroyed, &c.» and of injury lo prospects and h)^s on et)mniei'cial undertakings 
and in his letter of th^^ 9th, he made this latter chum in form. In re])ly, I stated, 
as my opinion, that he was t'ully entitled to eo!n[)en^ation to Ihe extent of the 
loss incurred, and cxj^ressed my readiness U) present a claim of this nature to the 
authorities for adjustment. In reference to the claims under the second head, 
1 conceived the time had not arrived for decidinu' what consecpienees might 
follow the late disturhanees, and that the event, a^ related to tiie interests of 
foreign trade at the port, might in a t^n-eat measure he iniluenced hy the view he 
himself took, and the stei)S he mig-ht take. Any claim of this nature I con- 
sidered, therefore, premature, and that it could only he e(iuitahly sustained if 
the result should hereafter reali/x his worst fe:u's, notwilh>landin<; his hest 
exertions to secure a more favourable issue. In which event, it would he com- 
petent to Her Majesty's (iovei*nment, to take such ste'p^ as mi-ht seem expedient 
in prosecution of a claim under this head. 

Having declined enterinir into any discussion with the local authorities upon 
claims under these two heads,* it is unnecessary to occupy vour Ivvcellency's 
time by observations on the amount specified. As claims oi' this nature cannot 
be based upon any distu;ct series of facts, hy which an actual lo<s or injury to a 
certain and definite amount can he |)roved, they are always open to (picstion, 
and can only he satisfactoi'ily arranged when there are plenarv powers loi- nct;'o- 
tiation, and when the relations of tlic two countries, as well as the circumstances 
affecting individual interests, can he ke})t in view. 

In reference to the scliedules furnished hy the claimants for Uxs^s sustained, 
I have pointed out to Ids I'lxcelleney the ]J(HittM\ant-(iovernor that tlu^v have 
been made out with as much minuteness as could, under the c ireum^tauces, he 
required; and, from the total loss of properly (including hook< and papers^ 
little collateral evidence could be ex])ecte(l, or reasonably insisted up(ui. The 
amount of treasure, together with the articles in iio-^se^.^ion at the time when the 
hongs were forcibly entered and i)lundered, having been sworn to, thi-;, under 
the circumstances, appeared to be the only evidence to he depended upon, and 
to afford that guarantee for the truth and accm-acy t>f the statement^ which the 
law of England provides in the acknowledged imi)()-'>ilulity, without fault of tlie 
claimants, of obtaining any other. 

I will merely observe, in this i)Iace, that the amount has ap|)eared to mo 
large; but, upon careful examination of each claim and the various items, f 
have not considered that valid objection could he taken to any of tluMu on the 
gromul of overcharge, or improbability of such objects and treasure being in 
possession (in the absence of any evidence to the coutrai-y), and in the hongs at 
the time of their being (breibly entered hy a nu)l) of plundeiers. On the other 
hand, it is rare that a compensation in money, foi' the loss incurred in a distant 
country by the total destruction of property, can uvAv adeciuate ametuls for the 
serious prejudice and inconvenience w hich result ; ajul \l would have been so 
possible, and was so imperative upon the authorities to ^)rcv( nt tluse outrag(*s, 
that there might have been cause of regret had the authorities e^^caped without 
feeling seriously the embarrassment of such claims. 

I anticipate much diflieulty in obtaining a satisfactory settleuient of these 
claims; and should there be any decided indication of unwillingness to ]jroceed 
to a final adjustment, it may be expedient and necessary to inform the authorities 
that I shall refer the claims to your Excellency, and report n:y iiud)ility to obtain 
the necessary settlement at Foo-chow. 

I trust these views, and the steps J have taken in accordance with them, 
may meet with your Excellency's approval. The serious nature of the riots, and 
the embarrassing character of claiuis which cam\ot he substantiated by collateral 
evidence, arising from the violence of a nujb, aiul the inadetpiate measmis taken 
by the authorities, render a prompt and easy solution ol the dillicidtics that 
surround the whole business, all but impossib'e. 

J have, &c. 
(Signed) RUTHERPOIJD ALCOCK. 

* Personal )o8?nutl inconvenience, ;ni*l injury t > roninien iai uudtrtakln«"s 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 19. 

Abstract of Claims made by British Subjects for Losses incurred during the Riot^ 
at FoO'Chow-foo, on the S\st of March and 1st of April. 



William Hudson Roper* 



Treasure 

Household Furniture 

Clothing 

Silver Plate, &c. 

Miscellaneous . . 

Expenses of House and Fittings 

Cost of putting in original state 

Shroffs and servants' account 

Loss of accounts and valuable papers 



5» I* 

10,526 72 

390 

946 50 

262 

762 70 

350 

500 

648 50 
1,500 

S 15,886 42 



Charles Hacket. 

Treasure 

Wearing apparel 

Honsehold furniture 

Silver plate and stores 

Miscellaneous 

Shrofl's', linguists', and servants' account, money, clothes 



$ c. 
9,052 82 
1,500 
184 
1,036 
4,125 50 
&c. 3,189 



§ 19,087 33 







William Hacket. 




Clothing 
Miscellaneou 


• • 

s .. 


• • • • • • 

• « • • • • 


$ c. 

771 

.. 1,130 



$ 1,901 



James Miln. 

For Chinese servant being robbed and maltreated 
Portuguese servant robbed and severely injured 



$ c. 

100 

160 

§250 



Summary. 











$ c. 


W.H. Roper .• 


• • 


• • 


• • 


.. 16,886 42 


Charles Hacket 


• « 


• « 


• • 


.. 19,087 33 


WiUiam Hacket 


• • 


• 9 


• • 


1,901 


James Milm 


•• 


• * 


• • 


250 



Total 



,. $37,124 75 



(Signed) RUTHERFORD ALCOCK, Consul 



Note. — In addition to the above Mr. Glen claims about 34,000 dollars. 
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No. 20. 

Viscount P(ilmersto7i to Sir J, Davis. 

Sir, Foreign OJ/irc^ Aurjnsl I, 1^40. 

WITH reference to your despatches oC the 113r(l of April aitd 8lh of Mjiv, 
respectins^ riots which hud occurred at Foo-chow-foo, and which had been 
attended ^vitll the destruction of a considcrahk^ amount oC British property, 
I have to state to you that it is very rii;'ht tluit you should claim irom the 
Chinese authorities such compensation for the British suttbrcrs as tiiey may, 
under all the circumstances of the case, be fully entitled to receive: hut, of 
course, you will not prefer, or allow Her Majesty's Consular Authorities to 
support, any claim, cither on the i)resent or any other like occasion, which you 
shall not have satisfied yourself to be perfectly just in its amount. 

I am, &c. 
(Si-ned) PALMEUSTON. 



No. 2L 
Sir J. Davis to the Earl of Aberdeen, — {Received August 21.) 

My Lord, Victoria, Hong Kong, June 17, 184G. 

WITH reference to your despatch of April 24, 1 trust that more recent 
despatches received from myself will have removed the impression from your 
Lordship's mind that 1 had appeared, in the case of the attack on Captain 
Giffard at Whampoa, to use the following line of ai'gument • That because the 
Chinese Government officers allow in some instances British subjects to disregard 
the Treaty, by settling in parts of the country other than those specified in the 
Treaty, BVitish subjects in other (piarters may find in that negligence a sufficient 
justification for overstepping tlie bounds prescribed to them by Treaty. 

My sole object was to point out to Keying the inconsistency between the 
freedom and the immunity actually allowed to persons who carried on an illegal 
trade without the permitted ports,' and the very opposite condition of those who 
conformed to the Treaty by repairing to Canton. 1 conceived that in no manner 
could I more forcibly impress on him the evils of the opium smuggling system, 
as it now exists, with the express connivance of the Government, 

My despatch of February 24 runs thus :— '* I point out to Keying this glaring 
inconsistency, and call to his recollection my previous remonstrances concerning 
the evils arising from the actual condition of the oi)ium trade, and my advice 
that it should be legalised, with a duty. I consider that the present acgotialions 
relating to Canton afford a favourable occasion for pushing the argument, and 
that could the true state of the case be made known to the Court of Peking, it 
would present the strongest motive to legalize the opium trade.*' 

The utmost extent of my intention was to argue that lawful traders should, 
consistently with reason and justice, be as well treated as unlawful ones, and 
that the permitted irregularities of the latter were a bad example to the former ; 
but so far was 1 from meaning that the opium smugglers afforded any 
justification to those who infringed the Treaty, or from undervaluing the 
importance of the utmost circumspection on the part of our i)eople within the 
Canton river, that I often called Keying's notice to the stringent i)roclamations 
and injunctions which I had lately issued for the restraint of i3ritish subjects, and 
which had generally answered their purpose. 

These discussions have long since been reported as concluded ; but I have 
thought it right to explain to your Lordship my real motive in the contrasted 
picture which I had exhibited to Keying, as it seems to me to be one of those 
arguments against the corrupt opium system which might advantageously be 
brought forwai*(l in our future endeavours to expose its evils. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. F. DAVIS. 



Dollai-s. 


c. 


17,388 


97 


12,872 


55 


14,602 


25 


1,200 





100 





46,163 


77 



52 

No. 22. 
Sir X Davis to the Earl of Aberdeen. ^{Received August 21.) 

(Extract) Victoria, Hong Kong, June 22, 1846. 

REFERRING to my despatch of May 8, on the subject of claims for 
loss sustained from plunder at Foo-chow-foo, I have now the satisfaction to 
I'eport that those claims have been fully satisfied by the Chinese Government. 

Having waited patiently in the hope that a due sense of justice would lead 
the local authorities to come to a speedy settlement with Mr, Alcock, and 
encountering nothing but evasion, I dispatched the " Pluto ** steamer ii*om this 
on the 2nd instant, with instructions to the Consul to make a demand for 
immediate payment of those reduced amounts at which he had amved after a 
careful scrutiny of the claims of the several parties, and in case of refusal to 
report again to me. 

I yesterday received the inclosed letter from Mr. Alcock, forwarding ten 
inclosures, with which it is the less necessary that I should trouble your 
Lordship, as the just claims for loss by plunder are fully satisfied. 

The total sum paid by the Chinese Government amounts to 46,163 dollars 
77 cents, in the following proportions of reduced claims : — 



W. Glen 
W. Roper 
C. Hacket 
W. Hacket 
J-Miln. 



In addition to the comparatively speedy recovery of tnis large amount, the 
remaining point, which I stated «s indispensable in my former despatch, viz., 
the condign punishment of the guilty, is reported by Mr. Alccck as provided for. 

Exclusively of those real and positive losses on the part of British subjects 
which I directed Mr. Alcock to urge with due vigour, I informed your Lordship 
in despatch of May 8 that there was anothei^ description of claims on the part of 
Mr. Glen, of a much less indisputable character, andwhose mere bulk was prima 
facie evidence of their want of solidity* These, which were before stated at 
50,000 dollars, have now swelled to 150,000 dollars. 

It is needless for me to qbsei*ve that we should be extremely careful to 
avoid any line of proceeding which might tend to invest us, in C - eyes of the 
Cliineise Government, with k grasping and extortionate character. 1 was glad of 
an'opporturiity to vindicate ourselves from this suspicion in the negotiations as 
to Chusan ; and iintil we can fairly convince the Chinese that our power will 
never be used as an instrument of unjust gain, we cannot hope for that 
confidence on their part which must be the foundation of a more intimate and 
beneficial intercourse. 

That Mi\ Glen should be compensated for his positive losses, is one thing; 
but that he should seek to obtain from the Chinese Government those profits 
w.Bicb he .might have made in a successful course of trade, is another. 
]^ir. Alccick's report of tae prospects of the place was not calculated to 
raiso^ any sanguine expectations ; to which must be added, that Mr; Glen 
is, not dvi^?^ fro^ Fop-chow-foo, but quits it contrary to the, invitations 
of the.Cpnsur and the Local Government to remain. Were he to receive a 
iw^ge am^^^ of inohey on account of speculative losses upon this occasion, 
it wbitfd' be dangerous' inducenaeht' to others to promote troubles 

in order tb turn them to prpfi^t. I say pothing herp of ;. the,, imputed charges 
of misconduct on the part of Mr. Glen towards the Chinese, because I 
am^^illing that the respectable testimony of Mr. Alcock should plead in his 
favour! "^^ ' ' " ^ ' 

This testimony is conveyed in the inclosed despatch from the Consul ; and 
in order that your Lordship may be in full possession of Mr. Glen's case, I 
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forward at the same time copies of his throe letters to Mr. Alcoek. In the tirst 
of these he dwells on the condition of affiiiis at Foo-chow, and urges his chiini 
for compensation on account of loss of business. In the second, he sets forth 
the justness of his claims for loss of pro'=^pects, tiin^' nud money expciulcd in 
opening the trade of the port, and adds a biinnnary ui" the amuunt. In llic third 
he declares his intention to leave the port, and hi.s oonsi-quent losses. It appears 
to me that in 1839, Avhen so many of our merchants were driven out of Canton, 
and did not quit it of their own accoul. thc\ miglil with more justice iiavc urt^cd 
claims of the same nature, in addition to their positive lusbe^) in opium. 

Mr. Alcoek, though he beemy inclined rather to ad\ucate Mr. Gien*& preten- 
sions, has at least abstained from bringing them furwaid to the Chinese Gu\eni- 
ment without authority. I now refcr them to your Lordbhip for the decision of 
Her Majesty's Government, and shall be prepaied strictly to earrj out any 
instructions that I may receive upon the subject. 

In the meanwhile, it is satisfactory to rdleet that in the puymeut of these 
large sums the Local Government has been furnished with a prettj strong induce- 
ment to control its own people, and to protect foreign residents in future. 



^■^j 



fnclosure 1 in No. 22. 
Consul Alcoek to Sir J. Dam. 



Sir, Foo-choro-foo, June 15, 1846. 

REFERRING to your Excellency's previous despatches, I have the 
satisfaction to report, that the well-timed arrival of the steamer has enabled 
me with success to insist upon immediate and full reparation for the injuries 
inflicted by the populace upon British subjects during the disturbances of the 
31st March and 1st of April. 

Having already demanded an interview with his Excellency the Governor- 
General, previous to the receipt of your instructions, 1 lost no time subsequently 
in addressing the inclosed communications both to the Governor and the Trea- 
surer, intimating the necessity for an immediate scttlemi.u(, and glancing at the 
necessary consequences of the refusal or postponement of compensation. 

On the 10th instant I waited upon the Governor-General by appointment, 
and remained closeted with his Excellency in discus&ion for t-everal hours. The 
following day, as had been arranged, the Treasurer of the Province was received 
at the Consulate, when, after a further lengthened conference, the terms of 
settlement were finally agreed upon. 

The inclosed official report from the Treasurer furnishes a list of the sen- 
tences passed upon twenty -four prisoners convicted of participation in tlic riots 
and the plundering of the English hongs. The punishments, I believe, arc in 
accordance with the Chinese la\\s. One has been bcntcnced to death, another 
has died in prison, while several arc condemned to receive 100 blows of the 
bamboo, and exiled for various terms of years. The local authorities now await 
the confirmation of these sentences by the Board of Punishments at Peking. If 
these punishments be duly inflicted, there can be no doubt that a serious 
example of the evil consequences of such outrages on British subjects will have 
been given to the people at this port, 

I have further received this morning, in accordance with the terms agreed 
upon by his Excellency the Treasurer and myself, and recorded in the inclosed 
correspondence, 46,1 63 dollars 77 cents in salt duty sycce — custom-house weights, 
and at the rate of 720 taels per 1,000 dollars, in' full and complete satisfaction 
for all and every claim for loss of property incurred on the spot, the only claims 
I deemed it right to entertain. 

1 inclose the receipts of the British subjects on whose behalf the claims 
were made, for the respective sums finally decided to be due to tliem, amounting 
collectively to the above specified sun^ 

It cannot be necessary that I should enter at any length into a detail of the 
difficulties, which have attended the settlement of these claims. Conflicting and 
uncertain testimony as to the nature and extent of the losses, made it imperative 
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upon me to scnitini?- very closely every item in tlie claims, and erase whatever 
seemed in any degree improbable or unreasonable ; while, on the other side, the 
worthlessness of the evidence brought forward on the Chinese side to set up a 
negative case, made it not less compulsory to disregard, in many instances, the 
most urgent remonstrances and objections on the part of the authorities. 

I content myself, therefore, with inclosing copies of communications addressed 
to Mr. Glen and Mr. Hacket, together with the inclosures to each of the claim- 
ants, consisting of a memorandum clearly stating the deductions niade in each 
claim. In the inclosing letters I made them acquainted with the principle upon 
which the various reductions had been made. 

The amount paid, it will be seen, falls nearly as far short of the amount 
originally claimed, as it exceeds the estimate which the Treasurer, even in the hist 
confei*ence, contended could alone be justly admitted. I have the full conviction 
that the compensation arbitmted is, under all the circumstances, fair and 
reasonable, and therefore just, as regards both parties* The claimants have 
noted a protest against the receipts I required them to sign as a compensation in 
full for all claims for loss of property incurred on the spot, but they have been 
made aware that this settlement must be considered final, the sums paid having 
been accepted on the part of Her Majesty's Consul, as the representative of his 
Government, in complete satisfaction for all demands of that nature on behalf of 
British subjects. 

I will only observe in reference to, these protests, made probably to cover 
their responsibility in reference to their principals and constituents, that the 
claimants have, in my opinion, much reason to rejoice at a result which, within 
two months from the preschtatidn of their claims, has given to them a compen- 
sation of 46,000 dollars, in sycee, bearing a premium at Canton — a large sum, it 
must be allowed, for this provincial Treasury to make good at once. In this 
view I can entertain no doubt your Excellency will concur, deeming it a, happy 
conclusion to very embarrassing questions, arising as they did, from a most 
untoward series of popular outrages. The result will not be less acceptable, I 
hope, from the circumstahce that my success has been mainly due to the 
influence of your representations to the Imperial Comtnissioner, and the 
most opportune arrival of the ** Pliito '* steamer, bearing your Excellency's 
instructions. 

I am reluctant to close this report without the distinct admission of much 
that was fair and liberal in spirit, on the part of his Excellency the Treasurer, in 
our final arrangements ; and" I should regret greatly if, as I fear may be probable, 
lie incurred blame for his conduct iii this business. Nor can I omit to make 
known to your Excellency the sense I entertain of the very efficient services 1 
have witnessed in Mr. Parkes the inteipreter ; he has not only been indefatigable 
and zealous during the whole of these negotiations, but his ready fluency in 
Chinese, and his general knowledge of the forms of business, both Chinese and 
English, while they entail additional duties upon him, very frequently enable 
him to render valuable assistance where it could not strictly be expected or 
required. 

I have, &c, 
(Signed) RUTHERFORD ALCOCK. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 22. 
Consul Alcock to Sir J. Dam\ 



Sir, Foo^choW'foo^ June 13, 1846. 

r HAVE the honour to inclose copies of three letters received from 
Mr. Glen dated respectively the 8th, 10th, and i2th of Juiie, requesting me 
to urge upon the consideration of -Her Majesty^s Government his further 
claims for loss of coinmission oh goods, shipped to him but not landed, in 
qonsequence of liis fears for their security, for loss of papers, and finally, for 
outlay, los^ of time, and injury to cpm^ prospects. His claim to com- 

pensatiph foi\personfil injury' 1^^^^^ aniount to be fixed 

as may seem just updii tlie'cbhsiHeration of his'case; 



'V/ 



,./ ^^'^ 



In his "letter of the 8th June, he complains of a contiuiied sen^c of 
insecurity, and exposure to annoyance and insult when lie leaves his hou^o. and 
the consequent impossibility of his attempting to continue or to cany oul, his 
commercial undertakings, freedom in his movements being ini[H>:5^!bk*. ilj nUo 
incloses a letter from the head of a firm in China, with \\\\^w\ he htatcs ai'nmgv- 
mentshad been made to buy extensively the tea produeo this ^ctson, aiuf in 
wliich the writer certainly very unequivocally expresses a disinclination to tMitcr 
into further transactions at Foo-chow, and an unfavourable- opinion ,j[x<^iK'rally <jf 
the prospects and capabilities of the port. Mr. Glen ara:ucs, and I \\\\\\k wiih 
much truth, that this opinion is general, owing to recent events, and, tlieicrb: \ 
that his own prospects of support, and the means of j)U)fitibls? trade on a \<\\^xst 
scale, are entirely destroyed, and not by fimlt or failure of hi.-, but as a nccc>.sary 
consequence of the outmges committed by the populace. 

In Mr. Glen's letter of the 10th Juncj written alter I had put liitn in 
possession, in the coui*se of conversation, with the general tenour of your 
remarks upon his claim and prospects, and the nature of the disadvantageous 
reports which had reached your ears in reference to his bcliaviour desciil)ed as 
violent and intemperate to native Chinese, he mentions several circumstances 
tending to show that it was not likely the views and proppeets of a merchant 
settled in a new^ place would be generally known, since it A\as his interest to 
keep them private, until he had taken the necessary measures for their success. 
He further proceeds to show that but for the disturbances he would have, 
probably, had more than one cargo of new teas loaded here ibr lOngland at a 
reduced mte of 25 per cent., by which alone he must have jiettcd a consider<tble 
sum. To gain this position he states his outlay had been, during the last year, 
13,000 dollars. 

In reference to the rumour of violent and unconciliatory conduct, be bejrs 
me to make you acquainted w^ith the favourable terms in which their Excel- 
lencies the Governor-General and Officiating Lieutenant-Governor expressed 
themselves to me in reference to the good character ho bore among the people 
as a man of *^ liberal and humane disposition," and which in a v/rilten eornnui- 
nicatibn, immediately after the riot, they requested mc to make known to him, 
together with their regi*et at the insults and injury oflercd to him by the 
populace. 

I bear willing testimony to this fact, as 1 have already done to the not less 




kindly disposition I have every 
honourable in all his dealings with the Chinese he has ever been, 1 am satisfied, 
from all I have heard. I do not think, and I doubt noi* your Excellency will 
agree with me, that, against the w^eight of negative evidence, any idle rumour to 
his prejudice should be allowed injurous influence on his claims, more especially 
in a community where uncharitable inferences are but too often lightly circu- 
lated. 

As to his prospects, I had founded much of my hopes for the port upon his 
successful operations during this season, I had much coiifidential eommuniea- 
tipn with him, was well informed both as to his plans and the means upon 
which he counted for carrying them out, and it is but justice to him and to the 
boldness arid energy with which he was disposed to apply tlic whole of his 
resources to the development of a large trade here, to express my opinion, now 
that recent events have flung down all his liopes, as strongly and as unhcsitat- 
ingiy to your Excellency as I did three months ago to him for h.is guidance 
and encouragement, when he came to give me the means of forming a judgment 
and to ask my advice. I have no doubt in my own mind that but for tlicsc most 
unfortunate occurrences happening at the worst i)ossibIo moment, a large supply 
of tea iSt for the European markets would have been obtained, brought to this 




port could scarcely fail to accrue. 1 hat these opnuons 




attainment of a correct estimate of the capabilities and resources oi'the port. 
r think the time has now arrived when Mr. Glen may safelv leave Foo-chow 

I 2 
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without injury either to liis own prospects or those of the port: hoth are, for a 
time at least, reduced so low that little remains to be lost ; and it now becomes 
my duty, therefore, to submit these further claims for your Excellency*s 
consideration, and to withdraw all opposition to Mr, Glen's departure, which I 
have accordingly done. 

I havcv &c. 
(Signed) RUTHERFORD ALCOCK. 



Inclosure 3 in No. 22. 
Mr. Glen to Consal AUoch. 



Sir, Fqo^chow^fooy June 8, 1846. 

I REFER you to your communication to me, dated 11th of April 

A considemble period has now elapsed, and I speak advisedly when I 
inform you that neither myself nor any one of the mercantile community can 
leave our houses without incurring the risk of coming into collision with the 
populace, from the jostling and insults with which we are assailed. 

I have no doubt that you will agi^ee with mc, that until matters are different, 
merchandise brought in by me or any other foreigner cannot meet with justice 
in its sale, from our complete ignorance of existing stocks or of existing wants ; 
and although my intention to leave Foo-chow was formed immediately after 
the riots, nothing has induced me to change it. I now abandon all hope of 
any good being done here for a long time, and abandon an idea which I subse- 
quently formed, of leaving a representative to try and carry on business. 
Freedom in our movements being impossible^ the limited trade which may be 
done will not pay an establishment which must be of some extent to merit the 
confidence of respectable firms in India and England, or be attended with profit. 

I beg to lay before you a letter from the head of a firm who buy more teas 
and sell more English prc*ductions than any other house in China, with whom I 
had made armngemenis to enable me to buy all the produce that might be laid 
on this market, on reasonable terms. In conjunction with this house I had 
arranged a very feasible, plan, by which I expected to export of tea crop 184G 
any quantity procurable in the tea country, at a cheaper rate than current in 
Canton : the ^deas entertained by this house are^ I am sorry to inform you, 
genet al in Canton; the letter speaks for itself, and a copy is at your disposal 
if you wish it. 

1 think the time has now come when an accurate conclusion on the subject 
of my claim for the ruin of my business, may be come to. 

In the hope that something good might l)ave taken place here, even after 
the unfortunate riots from the turn of matters at Shanghae, I have been most 
careful in my correspondence to calm the minds of my friends regarding this 
place. 

The opinion of the mercantile community being, that property is not safe 
here, and the expenses of an establishment in China being so heavy that even 
the wealthiest firms are glad of commission business being given them, I humbly 
beg to urge uiy claim to compensation for my being deprived of all business cf 
this nature ; and my own opinion being still that neither life nor property is safe, 
from the want of protection from the authorities, I cannot be expected to entrust 
to this quarter my own stock in trade. 

In regard to the amount claimed, I have not the smallest doubt that from 
the crop of tea of 1846 1 could have netted, for commissions and profit, in 
operations in the herb in this place, more than 10,000/. sterling, 

I humbly beg that you will bring this to the consideration of his Excellency 
Her Majesty's Plenipotentiary, as well as the magnitude of the enterprise, ami 
the time and money, which I have spent on it, and the time that I must lose 
before I can establish myself in trade again. 

I am^ &c* 
(Signed) WILLIAM GLEN. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 22. 
Mr. Dudijeon to Mr. Glen. 

My dear Sir, Canton, May 8, 1846. 

I HAVE received your letter of the 19th ultimo. We have as yet received 
no detailed accounts of the riots at Foo-chow, and are very anxious to hear 
further particulars. What amount of property has been destroyed ; if we are 
likely tQ receive compensation j when it is to 'be paid, &c.,— these particulars 
you wiU;no doubt give us due notice of. I think you arc most certainly entitled 
to additional compensation for your wounds, and for lo?s which you actually 
sustain in consequence of these riots interfering with your business, preventing 
you landing goods, &c. 

i am afraid that Foo-chow is finished, as a place of business ; the populace 
have shown themselves so violent, and the authorities seem so Utile able to keep 
them in order, that people will not feel inclined to trust their lives or property 
there.; we certainly shall not until our confidence in the place is quite restored, 
which it will take a long time to do, I should imaghic. Prompt measures must 
be used by our Government in the first instance, hut tliere are no available 
men-of-war at present here to send up. I hardly know what tlicy can do ; there 
is no doubt that the longer they are cf scttUng the matter, the more di(*,.ult 
they will find it to settle. There is no news here. 

Believe me, &e. 
(Signed) l^AT. DUDGEON. 



Inclosure 5 in No. 22, 
Mr. Glen to Consul Alcock. 



Sir, Foo^choiO'foOt Juno 10, 1846. 

IN our interview to-day, you were kind enough to put me in possession of 
the views entertained by his Excellency Sir John Davis, rcsj)ectiug part of my 
claims* It is to be regretted that he should have been led to believe me charge- 
able with turbulent or unconciliatory conduct towards the people of Foo-chow. 
To exculpate me, I request that you will make his Excellency aware of the 
feeling of satisfaction at my dcpoitment, spontaneously expressed to you by the 
Chinese authorities, and the desire that I have that an inquiry ?houl(! be made, 
amongst my neighbours and coolies, to discover if any cause had beoi given for 
the reports w1)ich have reached hk Excellency the Governor rcj^arding me and 
my servants. 

In reference to the amount claimed for inconvenience, bodily injury, and 
peril to life, I leave tlm mm to be fixed by Her Majesty's Government. I 
was robbed of all my clotlies, and every convenience of lilc ; T sxidbrcd severe 
bodily injury, and under which I still labour j and I with diflicnlty escaped from 
an infuriated mob, who, without any provocation, pursued me, over the roofs 
of houses, with stones and missiles, and forced me from a roof iwenty feet 
high. 

My letter to you of the 8th current, and its inclosure. show what my 
constituents think of the security of British pro])erty here. The claim which I 
made for ruin to my tmde, from want of that security, is not more than, being 
here afone, I should have realized from the present and next year's crop of teas. 
You informed me that his Excellency t;hinks that my prospects never wcie very 
bright at Foo-chow. I would reply, tliat neither would they, in all probability, 
seem to be, in the case of the merchant who may first establish himself in 
Nankin or Pekin. as mercantile men in such circumstances keep their vicus 
and prospects private, until their own purposes are served. But as any state- 
ment of mine may,wnth some justice, be considered as made to secure an object, 
I can only refer to the reports on trade made by Her iMajesty's Consul to the 
Qovemment. 

Had the late riots not taken place^ I would have had more than one cargo 
(tf new teas abeady loaded here for England, being close to the place of growth, 
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while none had arrived at Canton at t!ie date of my last advices. 1 would have 
pained by the start 25 per cent., in addition to the difference in price at which 
tea can be procured here. 

I liave spent a year to gain the position Avhich I lield before the riots ] and, 
in conjunction with the most extensive liouse in China, was ready to buy teas 
largely with silver, cloth, and opium, and had made arrangemehts for being 
suppHed with tea with native tnercharits on the spot. 

To gain this position has cost me — 

Of outlay for house-renti salaries, servants* wages § 
and charges .• •. •. ,. 8,000 

Since the month of Miafch, and on account of the 
riots, I have sent away, of goods ordered by me, 
to the port, as per bill of lading deposited with 
you, the value of 70,000 dollars, thereby losing 
of commission • • • . « • . • 3p00 

And as all my constituents write me to ship off what 
property remains from tlie plundering of the 
mob, I lose of further commissions . . . . 1 ,800 

By these riots, I have, therefore, lost a year's time, and about 14,000 
dollars besides; must lose some time, and be at some expense, before 1 can 
establish myself in any other trade. 1 hope that Her Majesty's Government may 
take a favourable view of my case, and allow my claim made for loss of 
prospects, loss of time, and loss of money laid out by me to open up tlie trade 
of this port. 

I beg to inclose a summary of the amounts 1 conceive myself, at this date, 
justly entitled to claim, in farther compensation for losses, exclusive of those 
claims which you have already admitted for immediate settlement. 

1 havC; &c, 
(Signed) WILLIAM GLEN. 



Summary. 



For loss of commission on goods not gold 5,300 
Loss of papers • . • • . . 5,000 

Outlay, loss of time, and commercial 

prospects •• .• •• 140,000 

$150,000 

For personal injury, &c« 



FoO'ChoW'foo, June 10, 1846« 

•^ (Signed)- WILLIAM GLEN. 



Inclcsure 6 in No, 22. 
Mr. Gle7i to Comul Alcock. 



j,j Foo^chotv^foOf June 12, 1840, 

' AS I am about to leave this port on account of my health and the ruin to 
mv trade caused by the late riots, 1 beg to inform you that I have been obi ged to 
dispose of some cargo at a great loss to the owners ot the said goods, Messi^. 
Turner and Co., of Hong Kong, and as I cannot xemam m thi^ country^ to 
nmsecuto this claim for these gentlemen, I beg to bring to your lvno>vledge that 
I have vesterday sold to the *» Chan-san Hong" 348 67 piculs of cotton, at the 
low price of 11 dollars perpicul. I could not obtain more, and as the usual 
nrice of such (Shanghae) cotton is nearly double this figure, I reckon it niy duty 
to put Messrs* Turner and Co. in possession of the materials necessary to form 
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a claim for this loss, unless you can insist on a compensation ontlic spot for this 
sacrifice df their property from its being forced on the market at the present 
unfavourable time. 

I am> &c. 
(Signed) WILLIAM GLEN. 



No. 23. 
Viscount Palmcrston to Sir J. Davis. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 12, 1846. 

I HAVE had under my consideration your despatch of the 22nd of 
June last, respecting the satisfactory adjustment by the Chinese authorities of 
the claims for losses sustained by British subjects during the late riots at 
Foo^chowrfoo. 

Her Majesty's Government have learnt with much pleasure that the just 
claims for compensation in this case have been fully satisfied, and that a suitable 
punishmcnt^has been inflicted on the persons convicted of participation in the 
riots, and in the plundering of the property of British subjects. 

With respect to the claim wliich has been put forwai'd by Mr. Glen, for 
compensation for the loss of the contingent profit which he supposes that he 
would have made by trade had he remained at Koo-chow-foo, I cannot aullmrize 
vou to make any demand upon tlie Chinese Government. The departure of 
M^. Glen from Foo-cho^- ^oo appears, from your despatch, to be the result of his 
own choice, and seems have been determined upon by him conti'ary to tlie 
advice of the British and Chinese officers on the spot, who assured hiux that if 
he reraained at Foo-chow-foo he would be protected. Tiic only maintainable 
claim which can be advanced by Mr. Gien is that arising out of personal injury 
and loss of his papers, though it does not appear, from the pa[)ci's inclosed in 
your despatch, what the pai)ers are which Mr. Glen has lost^ whether the value 
which he fixes on them is just, or what would be tlic proper amount of 
compensation for his bodily injuries. 

I have accordingly to instruct you to determine, at your own discretion, the 
proper value of these two items of claim, and to den^and of tlic Chinese 
Government such an amount of compensation for Mr. Glen, under this head, as 
inay seem to you, after d ic consideration of the circumstances, to be just. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTOR 



No. 24, 
Sir /. DaviV to the Earl of Aberdeen ^'---{Received Septemher 23.) 

My Lord, Victoriuy Hong Kong, My 1, 1846. 

WITH, reference to my despatch of the 22nd June, on the subject 
of compensation received for loss of property by plunder at FooKjhow-foo, I 
have the honour to inform your Lordship that I received with no small surprise 
the inclosed letter from Messrs, Gilman and Co., expressing themselves not 
entirely satisfied with the adjustment of their Agent Mr, Koper*s claims. 

I could scarcely do otherwise than consider Mr. Consul Alcock's arrange- 
ments, together with the receipts of the several parties, as final and conclusive, 
and have informed Messrs. Gilman and Co., by the inclosed reply, that I cannot 
concur in their claims for additional compensation, though T would at the same 
time forward! their letter for your Lordship's consideration. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. F DAVIS. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 24. 
Messrs. Gilman and Co. to Sir J. Davis. 

Sir, Canton, June 23, 1846* 

IN common, we believe, with all the parties interested, we feel so grateful 
for your Excellency's vigorous interference in demanding from the Chinese 
Government compensation for the losses arising out of the outrages at Foo- 
chow-fob, that we are very unwiUing to trouble you again on the subject, but 
we are compelled to do so. 

From the papers which we have the honour of transmitting, your Excel- 
lency will perceive tlmt a partial settlement of our claims has been made> but 
not one, we respectfully submit, which, does us justice. 

Your Excellency will see that Mr. Consul Alcock, in the first instance, 
proposed to arrange our claim in the followhig manner : — 





Claim. 


Deductions. 


Admitted* 


Treasure ,, ., .. 


S e. 
10,626 72 


• • 


10,526 72 


Accounts and Papers . . « • • • 


1,500 


1,500 




Household Furniture . , , • • • 


390 


99 


291 


Servants* effects . . 


648 50 


• • 


648 50 


Wearing A))parel . . • • 


946 50 


150 


796 50 


Silver Plato anil Store? . , 


262 


- 


262 


Miscellaneous Articled •• ,. •« 


1,612 70 


136 


1,476 70 




$ 15,886 42 


» 1,885 


$ 14,001 42 



The propriety of the rejection of the claim for accounts and papers we frankly 
admit; it was made without our knowledge, and we at once informed Mr, Roper 
that it could not be sustained. 

The trifling deductions made from Mr, Roper's claini for furniture and 
personal eftccts, we presume, arc grounded on the following passage in Mr. 
Alcock's letter :-«** That wlicre claims are unsupported by valid and conclusive 
evidence, a Government cannot equitably be called upon to make good the loss 
of any property not strictly in keeping, both as to its kind and value, with the 
position and calling of the claimant.^ 

We venture to think that the port of Foo-chow-foo having been formally 
appointed as a place of trade and residence, all property is alike entitled to 
protection, nor can we perceive that the trifling articles of luxury disallowed 
Mr. Roper, wew? at all out of keeping with his position and calling. 

Passing by these particulars. Sir, however, we find that at the final settle- 
ment, the sum of 14,001,42 dollai's originally admitted, is still further reduced 
by the following deductions :^— 





dols. 


ct. 


Servants' accounts 


48 


50 


Miscellaneous . . 


27 


70 


Treasui*c 


. . 1,052 


67 



We find no i^easons assigned for the first and second deduction ; but in 
regard to the third and very serious one, Mr. Consul Alcock makes the follow- 
ing observation ; — 

'* In reference to the further deductions subsequently made in conference 
with his Excellency the Treasu;*ir, I have merely to say that while he contended 
his information afforded the strongest presumption that not a third of the 
amount of treasure stated to have been plundered,, was in the hong at the time 
of the riot, and the presumption on your side (for this claim rested on nothing 
stronger) was in favour of the larger amount specified, I am clearly of opinion a 
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deduction of 10 per cent; upon the sum claimed was, under those circumstances, 
both moderate in amount and just in principle/' 

We beg to observe to your Excellency that the Chinese Government, could 
know nothing whatever of the amount of money in Mr. Roper^s possession at 
the time of the outrage. 

The evidence of the plunderers can be of no value as to the amount they 
stole, in a scene of tumult and confusion ; and were it otherwise, the character 
of the panics forbids its reception. And yet, Sir, it has been held sufficient to 
gainsay the solemn affidavit of a man of character, and who holds a highly 
i*siK)hs1blef ituation. We submit, that if the assertion of his Excellency the 
Treasurer, " that his information afforded the strongest presumption that not a 
third of the amount of treasure stated to have been plundered was in the hong 
at the lime of the riot," deserved any consideration, that much greater weight 
ought to have been given to it. 

If Mr. Roper has perjured himself by swearing that he lost three times the 
amount of treasure actually in his possession, wc cannot sec why his claim should 
have been admitted at all, and the deduction of 10 per cent., therefore, while in 
allowing it, on such grounds, Mr. Consul Alcock asperses the character of a 
highly respectable man, and does the Chinese injustice, if their assertions are to 
be received, and deprives us of the full compensation which your Excellency 
was pleased to declare you would obtain for us, if our agent's affidavit is to be 
credited. 

We would further remark to your Excellency, that as a period of consider- 
ably more than two months has elapsed since the occurrence of tliis outrage, 
we think we are entitled to claim interest for the time ; and we are informed 
Her Majesty's Consul repeatedly said interest would be allowed. 

Wc should not have thought it necessary to call your Excellency's attention 
to this point, had our other claim been satisfied ; but being obliged to address 
you on the subject, we have the honour of soliciting that your Excellency will 
take such measures as you sec fit, to recover for us the amounts, 150 dollars, 
136 dollars, and 99 dollars, originally deducted, should your Excellency deem them 
admissible, as well as the secondary deduction of 27 dollars TO cents, 48 dollars 
50 cents, and 1,052 dollars 67 cents, which, with all respect, appear to us 
wholly unwarrantable ; and that interest at a fair rate be allowed to us. 

We have, &c, 
(Signed) OILMAN & CO, 



Inclosurc 2 in No. 24. 
Mr. Johmton to Messrs, Oilman and Co. 

StWi Victoria, Hong Kong, June 29, 1846. 

I AM instructed by his Excellency Her Majesty's Plenipotentiary, &c., to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23rd instant, which he has 
attentively considered. 

the mass of details forwarded to his Excellency by Mr, Consul Alcock, on 
the subject of these claims for compensation, arc a convincing proof of the pains 
and diligence bestowed by that energetic officer in their adjustmenf, in accordance 
With the principles of justice to both parties. The proportion of the whole 
clwms recovered, and the short time in which this has been efiected, without (it 
may be added) any expenses whatever of litigation, are such as could not easily 
be Daralleled in any other country; and his Excellency, on a due consideration 
of % items in your letter, is sorry that he cannot concur in the reasoning with 
which you advance a claim for additional compensation. 

Aa^be wishes, however, that you should have the benefit of a reference to 
Her Majesty's Government, I am desired to add that a copy of your representa- 
tion will be forwarded to the Earl of Abei-d^n. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. R, JOHNSTON. 
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No. 25. 
Sir X Ihvii **^ VUcimnt Pahner8t6n^.^IlecehedI)tcefnlier 29.) 

(Bxtracti) Victoriay Hong Kong, October 15, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for your Lordship^s sanction, a report from 
Mr; Consul Balfour at Shanghac, aisrto a grant of 200 dipUars to a Chinese boy, 
^tirely deprived of eyesight, in consequence of the discharge of afowUng-piece 
by a British subject who could not be identified* The Consul made this grant 
under instructions contained in a despatch from my predecessor^ dated 
Jtouaiy 16, 1844, forming an inclosure in despatfeh of February 5, i844. 



Inclosure in No. 25. 

Consul Balfour to Sir J. Dam. 

Sir, Shanghae^ September '28, 1846. 

IN reference to despatch dated 16th January, 1844, froni his .Excellency 
Sir H. Pottinger, Bart., G.CIB., in reply to my letter of the 2hd December, 
1843, 1 have the honour to inclose a medical certificate from the Consulate 
surgeon, wherein it will be observed that one of the two boys who unfortunately 
met with a gun^-shot accident, has been finally examined, and is now declared 
totally blind. 

In pursuance of instructions contained in the fiilh paragrapl),,! have deemed 
it advisable to expend the sum of 200 dollars on his behalf, and have, accordingly 
handed over that amount to the Taoutae, with the view to purchase him a, piece 
of land. I beg to solicit your Excellency's approval of this outlay. 

The necessary vouchers* will be forwarded with the quarterly accounts. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. BALFOUR, 

No. 26. 
Sir J. Davia to Viicount Pa/mer«ton.— (JRecetved July 21.) 

(Extract.) Victoria, Hong Kong, April BO, 1847. 

I HAVE the satisfaction to transmit, inclosed, a very stringent proclamation 
issued by Keying soon after the settlement of the late questions at Canton, in 
which he calls on the populace in peremptory terms to attend to their occupa- 
tions, arid not create disturbance, threatening severe punishment in case of 
disobedience. 

The obsewation of the American Consul, that a marked improvement had 
taken place, since the late events, in the tone of all, ** from the Imperial Commis- 
sioner down to the lowest of the rabble/' seems to be sufficiently proved up to 
the present time. 

In returning to Keying, according to agreement, the witness whom he sent 
down against certain persons accused of piracy,* I urged him to inform me of 
the punishment of the aggressfbrs on the seamen in October lasf^ when they had 
been discovered. 

I received the inclosed reply, in which he informs me of the apprehension of 
one of the culprits in that case, and of three who threw some stones on a late 
occasion, and promises to report further. 

In answering Keying's note, I took occasion to remark, that it is a rule 
with the nations of the west to consider any injury to the riieancat of their 
subjects as i^n injury to themselves ; and in proof I adduced the late occuhrehbe 
at Cochin-China, origiriatihg as it did in the maltreatment of the French 
missionary bishop, of which some intelligence had before reached China. 

* Correipondence reUting to Operfttioni in Ctnton River, 1847, p. 1, 0t uq* 
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t Inclosure 1 in No. 26. 

Proclamation. 

(TransMon.) 

/ KEYING^ Goyernor-General of the Two Kwang, &c., issues .the following 
proclaihatipn. 

AfFairs in the provincial city have again taken their ordhiary course, and 
there is not the least jchance of any unforeseen calamity. The shop-keepers may, 
iberefore, with all the other inhabitants, quietly and cheerfully follow their 
pursuits^ If, however, any villains create disturbance, or excite and delude the 
multitude with false rumours, they will for a certainty, as soon as it is known, 
be seized and punished with all severity. 

None must disobey this special proclamation. 
. Taoukwang, 27th year, 2Ad month, ^2nd day. (April 7, 1847.) 



v^ 



Inclosure 2 in No. 2C. 
Co7nmmio7i€r Keying to Sir J. Davis. 



(Translation*) 

KEYING, High Imperial Commissioner, Sc, sends the fullowing reply to 
a letter of the Honourable Envoy on semiing back Chow-tsew-clic and making- 
inquiry about the punishment of the aggressors in October last (here follows the 
substance of that despatch'), which he fully perused. 

" The prisoner Chow-tsew-clie 'has arrived under tlio escort of our officer at 
Canton, and wi!i be punished most severely for this as well as the other criines 
he has committed* 

The magistrate of Nanhac has succeeded in apprehending Chow-a-ching, 
one of the villains who in October last wounded tlic sailors of your honourable, 
country. This ruffian, though for days together examined by torture, hjis 
nevertheless .cunningly evaded confession. The moment^ however, .we obtain 
sure proofs and acknowledgmenis of the guilt, as well as a revelation of the 
accomplices) I shall state to you the manner in which they luwc been punishec}* 

According to the official communications of Consul Macgregor of the 2nd 
month, 26th and 29th day (1 1th and 14th April), some villains at Luhpoo and 
Honan threw stones at the Englisli, and I, the Great Minister, am, on account of 
it, highly indignant, lordered, therefore, the local authorities to institute strict 
inquiry and seize (the aggressors). They have in conscqijenee apprehenxted 
Lea4il), Woo-a-san, and Muh-a-san, three in number, and I have given orders that . 
they should be punished according to law, 

Whilst communicating the above, 1 wisli you every happiness. 

Taoukwang, 27th vear, 3rd munti), 10th day. (Ai)ril 24, 1847.) 



Inclosure 3 in No. 2(J. 
Sir J* Davis to Commissioner Kcyimj, 



Victoria, Hong Kong, April 28, 1847* 

YESTERDAY I had the honour to receive your Excellency's dqspatch, 
informing me, with reference to the villains who wounded the two sailers in 
October last, that one ruffian had been seized and examined, and tlmt as goon 
as^ proofs and acknowledgments of guilt, and the discovery of the accpin- 
{dioe«^ had been obtainecl, you would state the manner in which tliey had been 
pudahodt 

. K 2 
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I shall hear with much satisfaction of the punishment of these persons, who 
had the cruelty to maltreat* so severely two unarmed men. When I have 
received your Excellency*s account of the j>enalties inflicted^ a report shall 
immediately he made to Viscount Palmerston. 

It is a rtf e with the nations of the west to consider any injury to the 
meanest of their subjects as an injury to themselves. In this respect' there is 
no distinction made between, liigh or low, rich or poor. I have jUst received a 
letter from Captain Lapicrre, Commander-in-chief of the French squadron in 
these seas. He proceeded to Cochin-China to:prptect a French niissidhary who 
had been maltreated. The Gochin-Chinese having collected ships and troops to 
dppose him, he destroyed all the ships, five in number, burning some and sinking 
others* and dispersed the troops. The missionary is at Singapore. 

When I have heard of the punishment of Lea-tih^ Wop-a-san and Muh-a-sah, 
I will report this also to Viscount Palmerston for the information of Her 
Majesty*s Government. 

Accept, &c. 
(Signed) J. F. DAVIS. 



No. 27- 
Sir J. Dat'is to Viscount Palmersiom — {Received July 21.; 

My Lord, Victoria, Hong Kong, May 8, 1847. 

WHAT remonstrances from myself, and even communications from your 
Lordship, failed to effect, has been happily brought about by the strong course 
which I felt myself driven to adopt on the 2nd of April. 

The inclosed note from Keying is an official announcement of the punish- 
merit of the ruffians who maltreated the two seamen in October last, and the 
particulars forwarded to me by Mr. Consul Macgregor confirm this account. 
The public example which I caused jto be made (before I quitted Qanton) of the 
aggressors on Colonel Chesney served as an additional warning to the populace* 
and the proclamation from the local magistrates proves that these arc at last in 
earnest. 

It is just one month to-day since I quitted Canton with Major-General 
D^Aguilar, and not a semblance of popular commotion has occurred from that 
tiine to this* The silly anonymous placards (however contemptible in them- 
selves)^ arc mischievous in tendency, and Keying has opened nis eyes to the 
l^ecessity of nuppressing them, as appears from a proclamation issued by him. 

I am inclined to consider his proceedings partly as the result of instructions 
from Peking, which have not transpired of course^ but which I have no difficulty 
in surmising have cautioned him against the chance of a serious rupture with us, 
at his peril 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J, F. DAVIS, 



Inclosuie in No. 27. 
Commissioner Keying to Sir J. Davis. 



(Translation.; 

KEYING, High Imperial Commissioner, &c., sends the following reply 
to an official letter of the Honourable Enypy, respecting the punishment of 
some criminals who assaulted two English sailors in October last (here follows 
the substance of that despatch), 

The Nan-hae Magistrate reported respecting this affair, that he had, after 
making inquiry, .apprelierided Ohow«a-chirig, and I ordered him %o obtain Ibis 

* . * 
♦ See Correspondence relating to Operations in.Canton Riyer, 1847, p. 14, ttitq. 



true deposition, and ascertain who were his accomplices, that they might 
be seized with all rigour and prosecuted- The said magistrate stated subse* 
quently that he had interrogated him by torture for several days, and Chow- 
a-ching then conifessed, that he was 24 years of age, living in Nan-hae district, 
YewJan street, and a pedlar by profession. He was on the 28th day of the 
8th month (October 1846) last year in Kaoute alley, when he saw two 
foreigners followed by an immense crowd. Whilst he was looking on, he availed 
himself of this ppiwrtunity to beat these Ibreigners with his fists. At that 
moment^ a man whose name and surname he does not know, took a club, and 
knocked a foreigner down ; but the soldiers and police came to the rescue, and 
they then rah away and dispersed : and words to that effect, 

(The magistrate) then sent his police-runners to seize others, and they 
apprehended one Leang-a-kew, who stated that he was 22 years of age, 
and belonging to Haou-pwan street, and selling pork in Kaoute street. On the 
28th day of the 8th month (October 1846) last year, two foreigners came 
there followed by a crowd, and he being apprehensive that his stall might be 
thrown down by the throng, stmck those foreigners with a club. 

This evidence being true and agreeing with the confession of Chow-a-chiug, 
this man as well as Leang-a-kew received each forty blows, for though the law is 
not severe in^ such cases, their punishment ought to be more comprehensive. 
As, however, Leang-a-kew had shown greater ferocity on this occasion, it was not 
expedient to be lenient towards him, and he was therefore imprisoned with fetters 
for five months, in order to deter others. The above details are forwarded for 
examination* 

As it is apparent that Chow-a-ching and Leang-a-kew without any cause beat 
those sailors — an act very detestable — ^the said magistrate seized and examined 
them, and having ascertained the above, punished them severally with the 
bastinado and imprisonment, in order to strike terror. 

I therefoi*e send this reply to you the Honourable Envoy, and would trouble 
you to examine into this matter, whilst I wish you every happiness. 
Taoukwang, 27th year, 3rd month, 18th day. (May 2, 18470 



Nc. 28. 
Hit J. Dam to Viscount Pahnevston. — {Received July 2L) 

My Lord, Victoria^ Hong Kong, May 22, 1847. 

ON the 1 6th instant, 1 heard from Mr. Consul Macgregor, that a Malay 
sailor employed on board an English boat had been robbed and severely ill-used 
in one of the streets of Canton, 

I immediately sent off the inclosed note to Keying, calling for the immediate 
punishment of the guilty, in order that I might report it by the present mail 
In three days I received the annexed reply, informing me that the robber and 
asjsailant was condemned to the bamboo and Chinese pillory. This was confirmed 
by a separate despatch from Consul Macgregor. 

In acknowledging this, I deemed it right to communicate the purport of 
your Lordship's despatch regarding Mr. Compton,* and the punishment that 
would await any British subjects guilty of killing Chinese, otherwise than justi- 
fiably in self-defence, or by accident. 

As Keying, in one of his notes had observed, that " British subjects, who 
came to^Canton, only required factories and warehouses,*' I thought it expedient 
to reply to him, by the inclosed, that at Canton, they had not as yet had even 
these in sufficient plenty. It became necessary to add, at the same time, that 
besides factories and warehouses, they required very essentially the ** full security 
for their persons and property,*^ which formed the very first Article of the Treaty 
ofNanking;" 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. F. DAVIS. 



X :f.;.ge«..Gorreiponaeiice relating to the Riot at Canton in July 1846, and the proceedings taken 
against Mr. Comptoui 1847* 
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iuclosure 1 in TSo. 28. 

Sir J* Davis to Commissioner Keying, 

Victoria, Hong Kong, May 16, 1847. 

I BEG to inform your Excellency that I have received a despatcli from 
Mr. Consul Macgregor, stating i;hat another -brutal assault has been committed 
oh a Malay sailor, belonging to an English lorcha^ who was robbed and savagely 
beaten^ when found, by himself, unarmed, at a distance from the foreign factories. 

I write immediately to request that the perpetrators of this outi-age may be 
punished according 'to your promise, lately received, that you would faithfully 
restrain the Chinese of Canton. I before communicated a message from my 
Government, that if -acts of outrage on British subjects were mot prevented, it- 
would i)ecbme necessary to punish the innocent with the guilty. The mail will 
be dispatched in nine days to England, and i wait to Tepoit the punishment of 
the criminals. 

Accept, &c. 
(Signed) J. F. DAVIS. 



Inclosure 2 in Nc>. .28. 
Commissioner Keying to >Sir-J. Davis. 



(Translation.) 

KEYINGj High Imperial* Commissioner, &c., sends tlic following reply to 
a letter of the Honourable Envoy, respecting the assault on the lascar (here 
follows tlie substance of that note). 

Consul Macgrcgor wrote to me tli.at one Saptu, an English subject, went on 
the 28th day, 3rd month (12th May); into the streets at Tcsanpoo, to purchase 
some articles,, and wasxhci'c beaten and robbed. He therefore requested that 1 
might issue orders to punish (the aggressors) with severity. 

Whilst I was on the point of ordering an investigation of this aftair, the 
Nan-hae magistmte'rcported, that he had seized the criminanVco-a-luh, who had 
beaten and robbed a British subject, and recovered one dollar, .stolen from him. 
When judicially examined, he confessed that he was a worlcman and native of 
Nan-hae. He'went out on the 28th day of the 3rd month (12th May) to look 
f6r some employ, and came to the ward of Tesanpoo, where he found a great 
crowd in the street, and, -looking about, he perceived a British subject in the 
midst of it. He then took a flat bamboo, which is used for carrying things, 
and wounded him with it, and on observing some money in his purse, he availed 
himself of this opportunity to snatch a dollar from him. Just when he was on 
the j)oint of running away, he was apprehended by the police and municipal 
constable, and delivered over to justice ; and a similar statement. 

' It thus appears that Woo-a-luh committed an atrocious assault on a British 
subject, and snatched away some money, which was extreinely vile, and he 
ought therefore to i*ccei\c liis sentence according to law. We consider him in 
thelight of -having assaulted another forthesake of seizing some property, and 
he ought therefore to be punished two degrees more severe than the amount of 
the robbery would demand. He who steals less tlian a tael receives sixty 
strokes, but when two degrees are added to it, they will amount to eighty, 
commuted into tliirty, laid on with alarge bamboo, and he is moreover sentenced 
to wear the cangue a month, in order to strike terror into others. The money 
recovered was. handed over to Consul Macgrcgor, to restore it to the owner* 

^"Suchis the report presented for my perusal, and from the above it would 
appear that Woo-a-luhi without any cause, beat and wounded an English sailor, 
and moreover robbed him of money, which is very detestable. The sentence 
pronoui»ed%the»agistriite, that he should: receive the bastinado, and wear 
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the cangue, is sufficiently severe to deter others (from similar acts), and the 
money has been, through Consul Macgregor, returned to the owner. 

I thought it my duty to communicate the above to you, the Honourable 
Envoy, and request you to peruse the same, and Aviiting this answer, wish 
you every happiness, &c. 

Taoukwang, 27th year, 4th month, 3rd day. (May 16, 1847.) 



Inclosure 3 in No. 28. 
Sir J. Davis to Commissioner Keying. 



Victoria, Hong Kong, May 19, 1847. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your Excellency's note, informing me 
that Woo-a-luh, who assaulted and robbed a Malay sailor, has been punished 
with the bamboo and cangue. 

It being highly necessary to restrain both Chinese and English, I have 
received a despatch from Viscount Palmerston, severely reprehending Compton. 
Should Compton be guilty of another offence, he must be removed from Canton. 
But the fear of punishment will now restrain him. By the English law, should 
a British subject maliciously kill a Chinese (not being compelled to do so in 
defence of his person or his property), he will be tried, and being found guilty of 
murder, will sufier death. 

I tender, &c. 
(Signed) J. F. DAVIS. 



Inclosure 4 in No. 28. 
Sir J. Davis to Commissioner Keying. 



Victoria, Hong Kong, May 20, 1847* 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency's note, 
in whicli it was stated that " the British merchants who come to Canton onh 
require factories and go-downs.*' Your Excellency is well aware that they have 
not yet had sufficient factories and go-downs for their goods, and it has therefore 
been necessary to seek a location at Honan, as well as a place for a church, 
according' to the Treaty. i:* * • i 

But besides factories and go-downs, it is absolutely necessary that Bntisli 
subjects be' not maltreated by the rabble. According to tlie first Article of the 
Treaty of Nanking, they must '^ enjov full security for their persons and property 
within the dominions of China." Your Excellency's great mtelligence will 
perceive that unless the first Article of the Treaty is maintained, all the rest is 
useless. Viscount Palmerston has already stated that unless the rabble ot 
Canton is restrained, hostilities against the city with a military and na\al force 
may become necessary, and then the innocent will be in\ olved with the guilty. 
The whole subject is included in thcae words—** Kcbtraining the rabble. At 
the other four ports, commerce and peace are uninterrupted. • 

Since Canton is not very well adapted to European trade, it may be expected 
that the trade will gradually proceed to other ports; but this should be allowcU 
to take place gradually and safely, and not by the violence ot the rabble, 

producing national quarrels. 

^ ^ ^^ I tender, &c. 

, . , ■ (Signed) J. F. DAVIS. 
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No. 29. 
Viscount Palmerston to Sir J. Davis, 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 23, 1847. 

I HAVE received youv despatch of the 22nd of May, respecting the 
ill-treatment, at Canton, of a Malay sailor employed in a British lorcha, and the 
subsequent punishment of the party who injured him. 

I have to instruct you to state to Keying that Her Majesty's Government 
have learnt with great pleasure, thfe promptitude with which he has done justice 
on this occasion by punishing the offender. 

You will further say, that the British Government most earnestly desire 
that pciice and friendship shall be maintained between England and China, and 
they are sure that this is also the wish of Keying, and of the Emperor ; and if 
Keying will continue thus vigorously to use the power which the Emperor has 
gi'anted him, and will employ that power to prevent ' and punish all acts of 
■'violence and injustice on the part of Chinese towards British subjects, the British 
Government, on its part, will take care that British subjects shall act with justice 
and kindness towards the Chinese ; and thus peace and goodwill shall long 
continue to be maintained between the two nations, for the equal advantage of 
both. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 



No. 30. 
Sir J. Bmis to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received September 25.) 

My Lord, Victo7iaf Hong Kong, May 31, 1847. 

SOME time since, the conduct of tlic Chinese vagabonds in the neighbour- 
hood of the foreign factories seemed calculated to give us trouble, but I am glad 
to report that the difficulties appear, at length, surmounted. 

On the 26th I received the inclosed note from Keying, contained general 
assurances of protection from the rabble ; but as Consul Macgrcgor informed 
me, at the same tinie, that the Chinese guard at the ConsooJiouse was altogether 
remiss and inefficient, it became necessary for me to address the annexed strong 
remonstrance to Keying* 

I also deemed it right to convey instructions to the Consul, in the inclosed 
despatch, as to what should be done to repel the violence of the rabble should 
they resort to throwing missiles — a practice which they have fortunately discon- 
tinued, confining the exhibition of their temper to attacks upon certain boat- 
sheds by the river-side, and dispersing immediately on the sight of our people. 

Tlie inclosed satisfactory reply from Keying to my previous note has put 
me more at ease as to the efficiency of his provisions for the preservation of 
order, and late accounts from the Consul intimate that tranquillity has been 
restored. 

I have, &c» 
(Signed) X F. DAVIS. 



Inclosure I in No. 30. 
Commissioner Keying to Sir J. Davis, 



(Translation.). ^ 

KEYING, High Imperial Commissioner, &c., sends the following reply to 
a letter of the Honoumble Envoy about restrainhig the lower orders. 

It is the duty of me, the Great Minister, to protect the foreigners wlio 
come to China for '^the sake of trade. I have, therefore, given very strict orders 
to the local authorities to seize and punisli every villain who, without any cause, 
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commits an outrage on a British subject, and repeatedly stated tliis in my replies 
to you, as is on record. 

I trust that the Honourable Envoy is perfectly convinced that, in every 
matter which concern's foreign nations, I always proceed according to the Treaty, 
and am unwilling to act contrary to my instructions. 

Whilst forwarding this answer I wish you much happiness. 

Taoukwang, 27th year, 4th month, Uth day. (Mav 24, 1847.) 



tnelosure 2 in No. 30. 
Hit X Dams to Commissioner Keying. 



Victoria^ Hong Kcng, May 26, 1847. 

I HAVE just received a note from your Excellency stating that you will 
always do what is requisite for restraining the lower orders of the Chinese from 
acts of violence. 

I have had a despatch from Consul Macgregor, stating that the officer at 
the Coi:sob House does nothing to disperse the rabble who crowd about the 
factories. Is this restraining the lower orders? The vagabonds about the 
factories have endeavoured to burn or pull down the boat-sheds near the river. 
Tluis, it is plain that the rabble is not restrained, although your Excellency tells 
me it is. I again purposely dispatch this notice. 

^ I had before to inform your Excellency that new troops were coming to 
relieve or change the garrison of Hong Kong. It was originally intended to 
send away the old troops when the new arrived ; but if your Excellency allows 
tlie rabble every day to make disturbances about the factories, it will be neces- 
sary to keep the old troops also, in order to protect our people ; and my 
Government may require that of your honourable nation to pay for this additional 
c^-pense. 

Accept, &c. 
(Signed) J. F. DAVIS. 



Inclosurc 3 in No. 30. 
Sir J. Davis to Consul Macgregor, 



Sir, Victoria^ Hong Kong, May 28, 18'I7. 

I HAVE received your despatch concerning the disorderly conduct ol' 
the Chinese vagabonds about the foreign factories. On this subject 1 will 
cite the following passage from a communication which Viscount l^almerston 
instructed me to make publicly to Keying, and which was made as long ago as 
as the 30th January last: ** You will request the Chinese authorities to bear in 
mind that, if they shall be unwilling or unable to keep order,thc British subjects 
Avill defend themselves, and the greater the violence of the mob the greater will 
be the loss of life inflicted on them," 

It appears that the efforts of the rabble have been confined to attempting the 
destruction of a boat-shed by the river side, the source of much irritation ; but 
that they have not assailed our people with stones as formerly. If so assailed, 
self-defence becomes a necessary measure, and forbearance might encourage the 
mob to worse acts. I have repeatedly called upon Keying to preserve order, and 
received from him assurances that he will As it appears from your letters that 
little or nothing has yet been done by the guard at the Consoo House, you 
should never neglect an occasion of protesting against such remissness to Keying. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J, F. DAVIS. 



L 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 30* 

Commissioner Keying to Sir J* Davis. 
(Translation.) 

KEY1NG> High Imperial Commissioner, &c., sends the following reply to 
a letter of tlie Honourable Envoy respecting the -late occurrences near the 
factories^ and the retention of the old soldiers. (Here follows ths substance of 
that despatch,) 

I have already given orders to the magistrate^ to seize the ruffians who fired 
the shed* The officers and soldiers stationed the Consoo House have been 
degraded and flogged, as a warning to others. If these military officers prove 
again negligent, they- will for a certainty be denounced with all severity, and not 
the slightest forbearance shown to them. I, the Great Minister, have moreover 
appointed an additional garrison at the station near the foreign factories, to patrol 
about ihere. The expenditure for rations and other necessaries will thus be 
considerable. 

Your old soldiers need not to be retained for the protection of (British) 
merchants and people, so as to entail a vast expense on your honourable country. 
But if you say, that a demand for the payment of the same will be made on 
China, I presume that the existing friendly relations between us will prevent this, 
and suppose that your honourable country will never bring forward such a claim. 

Whilst sending this answer I wish you every happiness. 

Taoukwang, 27th year, 4th month, 15th day. (May 28, 18470 



No, 31, 
Sir J. Davis to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received September 25.) 

My Lord, Victoria, Hong Kong^ June 14, 1847. 

I RECEIVED, some time back, from Mr. Consul Macgregor, a report of 
stones having been thrown from the shore, at an English boat on the river, 
containing five persons, on the 28th ultimo. 

Having waited some time without hearing of anything as to the punish* 
ment of the aggressors, I wrote the inclosed note to Keying, on the 7th instant. 
I have since received, through the Consul, the annexed report of the exami- 
nation and chastisement of the culprits, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. F. DAVIS. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 3L 
Sir J. 'Davis to Commissioner Keying. 



iVietoriay Hong Kong, June 7, 1847. 
I HAVE to acquaint your Excellency that Consul Macgregor has not 
informed me that any reparation whatever has yet been given for the stones 
thrown at an English boat, containing five persons, upon the river, on the 
28th of May. 

I l)efore communicated to your Excellency a message from Viscount 
^Palmerston, that, *' if the Chinese authorities will not, by the exercise of their 
own power, punish and prevent such outrages, the British Government will be 
obliged to take the matter into their own hands, and it will not be their fault 
if, in such case, the innocent arc involved in the punishment w'hich may be 
sought to be inflicted on the guilty,'* I hope to be able soon to report to 
Viscount Palmerston the ^punishment of those who threw the stones. 

Accept, &c, 
.(Sigaed) J. F, DAVIS. 
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Inclosure 2 in No, 3L 

District Magistrate Le to Consul Macgregor. 

(Translation-) 

LE, Acting District Magistrate of Pwan-yu, hereby makes a communica- 
tion. 

I have received your letter, stating (here follows an abstract of the letter 
from Her Majesty's Consul to the District Magistrate, dated June 9, 1847, 
regarding the proceedings in the case of an assault upon Mr, Murrow). 

On this reaching me I referred to the records, and find that the two 
criminals, Koo-a-ching and E-a-paou, on being interrogated, both deposed alike, 
that on that day they saw a foreign boat near the shore, moving about for 
amusemenfr;^ that the children of the neigliboui'hood, being alarmed, picked up 
and- threw tiles ; and that they also, immediately afterwards, picked up broken 
bricks, which they threw into the w^ater ; and that there was really no intention 
to strike any one. 

As it seemed to me that if there had really been an intention to throw 
stones, they would, under the circumstances, have wounded sonic one or struck 
the boat, tlieir deposition — that it was on account of being alarmed, and by no 
means intentional — was credible ; and the sentence, that they should each be 
beaten with the lesser bamboo, was of itself severe, there being a difference 
between this case and the actual infliction of wounds. The two criminals were 
then, on the 1st of June, and in the Second Hall of my office, separately 
severely beaten, and libemted, in accordance with the sentence. 

As is fitting, I now give you another comnumication, that you may make 
yourself acquainted with it, and send in a statement (to Her Majest/s Pleni- 
potentiary), A necessary communication. 

JuneM, 1847- 



No. 32. 

Sir X Davis to Viscount Palmcrston, — {Received September 25.) 

My Lord. VictoriUy Hong Kong, July 1, 1847 

I HAVE received from Mr. Consul Macgregor the annexed translation of a 
proclamation from the Prefect and District Magistrates of Canton, enjoining on 
the people a proper behaviour towards foreigners. Though the paper is 
addressed to the people themselves, I have to observe that the obnoxious word 
** barbarian ** is not once used in it — a punctilio which has ibrmcrly been almost 
entirely confined to documents addressed directly to ourselves. This, therefore, is 
an improvement. 

The notification dwells on the importance of preserving peace by an 
abstinence from all aggressive acts. It is now generally known that my coercive 
measures in April last were for the express purpose of procuring satisfaction for 
attacks on British subjects ; and your Lordship will perceive, from the l::closed 
proclamation, that the gentry and elders have become convinced of the necessity 
of repressing those under their control. 

I addressed the inclosed letter to Mr. Consul Macgregor with reference to 
this subject. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. F. DAVIS. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 32. 

Proclamation. 
(Translation.) 

WANG, Prefect of Kwang-chow, with his subordinates, Chang, District 
Magigtrate^ofNaa-hae,.and.Le, District Magistrate of Pwan-yu, hereby issue, 
with fervent earnestness, a notification in repetition ; — 

\i 2 
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Whereas we, as servants of the Emperor in this province, regard the people 
subject to our authority all as our own children, and settle all local affairs, no 
matter whether great or small, in accordance with the principles of common 
reason, with the view of maintaining general peace ; how shall we be willing to 
harbour the slightest degree of selfishness tending to partiality and oppression ? 

Now the foreign merchants who cross the seas from a distance to come to 
Kwang-tung to carry on trade, arq certainly not so unreasonable as to desire to 
have difficulties Avith the natives, and thereby hinder their business. Hence, as 
they, when they land to wander about for amusement, or go along the sides of 
the river in boats, do not make any disturbance, you, if you would display 
equity and justice, ought on such occasions all to attend quietly to your own 
duties. 

We, the District Magistrates of Nan-hae and Pwan-yu, having some time 
ago jointly issued a perspicuous proclamation on this subject, the merchants, 
people, and literati have recently come to perceive in some measure the reason 
of it; and wo learn that the intelligent literary gentry of the surrounding 
country have laid down rules with reference to this matter, and given injunc- 
tions to their sons and younger brothers accordingly ; in consequence of which 
there has for a month past been great quiet and no trouble. This conduct 
adequr.tely records the high purpose of the high authorities to cherish and show 
kindness to all alike. But in the midst of quiet we ought still more to look 
forward to a perpetual absence of suspicion and jealousy, in order to attain 
(continual) peace ; and it is therefore proper that we issue, with fervent earnest- 
ness, a notification in repetition. 

For this reason wc hereby issue a proclamation to the people within our 
jurisdiction for their full information. Hereafter, when it occurs that foreigners 
wander quietly about for amusement, it is absolutely necessary tlmt you treat- 
them in accordance with the principles of common reitson. Let fathers lay their 
injunctions on their sons, and elder brothers admonish the younger, and quiet 
will exist for a length of time. Should it happen that ignorant people assail the 
foreigners with bricks or stones, or make use of bad language to them,* the Te-paou 
(constables), &c,, niust exert themselves sincerely in remonstrating with and 
stopping them, v;ith the view of avoiding the provocation of disturbances, and 
the mutual infliction of injuries, and of removing for ever the line of 
distinction. 

That all may enjoy the blessing of universal tranquillity is really what wo 
greatly hope for/ Do not oppose this special proclamation. 

JmiQ 22, 1847* 



Inclosure 2 in No» 32. 
S/r J. Davis to Consul Macgregor. 



Sir, Victoria^ Hong Kong, June 29, 1847. 

I HAVE received your despatch of the 25th instant, inclosing translation of 
a joint proclan)ation from the Prefect of Canton and the District Magistrates, 
callirjg on the people to conduct themselves properly towards foreigners. 

This is the most satisfiictory document of the kind that has appeared yet, 
more particularly as it states that the gentry and elders have taken a part with 
the Government in favour of foreigners, and have made it their care to repress 
all attempts at aggression, as already hinted at in the last address from Honan. 
This is infinitely more likely to be effective than the unassisted efforts of the 
mandarins. If foreigners on their part arp duly restrained by penalties, adequate 
in amount and certain in execution, I doubt if there has ever been so little 
prospect of disturbances as at present. 

I have, &Ct 
(Signed) J, F. DAVIS, 
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No. 33, 
Sir J. Davis to Viscoimi Palmerston, — {llecoived Septemher 25.) 

My Lord, Victoria ^ Hong Koncj, June 14, 1847. 

I HAVE the satisfaction to announce that the site for a church at Canton 
has been finally secured, as announced in the inclosed despatch from Consul 
Macgrcg'or. But besides the church, this includes the most ini|)ortant object of 
blocking up the obnoxious thoroughfare of Hog Lane, and obtaining all the 
space between that and the river — the great source and seat of all mobs and 
tumults at the foreign factories. The plan transmitted with my despatcli 
of the 7th instant, ^Yill show the position in question ; and I may add that 
were this the only result of my visit to Canton two months ago, it was well 
worth the pains. 

To my ** Declaration '^ conveyed through the Consul to the gentry and 
elders of Honan (as transmitted in despatch of 3 1st May) I have since 
'received, through the same channel, the inclosed most respectful reply. Your 
Lordship will perceive the entire revolution in the former style of conununication, 
and it appeared to myself that the first steps should be encouraged. As they can 
now have no sort of doubt as to our povv-er, (indeed tiie altered style of their 
addresses is the best proof of it,) we need scarcely scru[)lo to show them our 
reasonableness and moderation ; and if this (coming after tlie first) has not a 
favourable eflect, the human nature of the Chinese must be an exception to all 
others. 

I have thought it right to publish both of the foregoing documents, with 
the annexed notice. Two w\archouses have already been offered at Honan, o\\ 
the other side of the river; but there are, in my opinion, on the same side of the 
river with the British factories, and contiguous to them, greatly pi'elcrablc ware- 
houses and sites for building which belonged to the late hong-mcrohants, and. 
which may now be had by our commercial people. 

I have received the inclosed note from Keying, informing me of tlic final 
settlement of the church site and adjoining open space, and of the progress of 
negotiations for warehouses, &c. 

It is satisfactory to iind that the names of six of the vap.abonds v;ho 
attacked the boatsheds are specified as having been captured, anci I make no 
doubt of their being sununarily punished, as the Chinese themselves drt\ul tho 
consequences of such acts, Kcyirg likewise announces the appointment of 
efficient officers and men nt the Consoo House (the previous ones having Leon 
punished for their remissness), and I entertain little doubt of order being at 
length preserved. 

But the chief ground of expectation that w^e shall have quiet for the future 
is the stoppage of the old thoroughfare called Hog Lane, and the conversion of 
a portion of the space to a church site, according to my agreement of Cth April. 

J have, &c. 
(Signed) J, F. DAVJS. 



//r/^ 



Inclosurc in No. 33. 
Commissioner Keijhuj to Sir J. Davis, 



(Translation.) 

KEYING, High Imperial Commissioner, &c., sends the following com- 
munication. 

I received the note of the Honourable Envoy on the subject of the ground 
wliiph the merchants of your honourable country requested to rent, in order to 
build houses on. There are wanted six shops at the south end of Hog Lane ; 
and, according to the statement of Consul i\l'acgregor, the open space at the 
landing-phice, between the two flower gardens, is likewise required. 

Having dispatched my deputed officers to arrange this matter, in conjunc-. 
tion with the local authorities and the old hong merchant, Woo-e-ho, and 
others, they reported that the title-deeds of the owner of the four shops within 
the railing (gate), at the south-end of Hog Lane, liad been handed over to' 
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Consul Macgregor for examination. The two shops outside the raihng (gate) 
were erected by the whole community of Suh-yo Street, and let by their agent, 
together with the remaining ground at the landing-place, the proceeds of the 
rent being applied to provide incense and. candles for the Hwa-kwang temple. 
There are no title-deeds. 

Woo-e-ho being, on the 25tlv day of the 4th month (7th June), invited 
to a conjoint consultation, it was settled by the parties in person ^vith Consul 
Macgregor, that the price of the four shops within the railing (gate) should be 
paid according to (the amount mentioned in) the title-deeds, and for the two 
outside the railing (gate), 375 taels, to make good the cost of building them ; 
but,, besides this, no shop-rent was, to be charged. The gi'ound-rent, both 
outside as well as inside the railing (gate), together with the free space between 
the two flower gardens, is to be three cents per square foot, English measure- 
ment. The moment the houses are pulled down, and the ground accurately 
measured, an agreement will be drawn up for the payment of the money, which 
Woo-e-ho will receive. 

Respecting the ground to be rented for building warehouses on it, which 
cannot be speedily procured, Consul Macgregor remarked, that if there were any 
finished warehouses to the east of the Consoo Hong, the British merchants 
might rent them ; and words to that effect. On inquiry, it appears that there 
are the Kwang-le, Tien^paou, Tung-shun, E-sang, and Tung-fow packhouses, 
five in number, and at Honan two others, belonging to Woo, which all may be 
rented. A list of them has now been given to Consul Macgregor, that he may 
manage this affair, but it is not yet settled. 

1, the Great Minister, find, on examination, that my deputed officers and 
others, settled about the shops in Hog Lane, and the free space outside the 
railing, with Consul Macgregor, and that this matter is finally brought to a 
conclusion. There are, moreover, warehouses at several places, all ready, to be 
let, where merchants may take up their abode, I therefore request the Honour- 
able Envoy to direct Consul Macgregor to state in his reply whether or not 
these buildings, as specified in the list of my deputed oflicers, are available, so 
that this affair may be manage.d properly* 

The military of the district have already seized some of the villains who set 
fire (to the shed), viz.: Wana-keucn, Lc-ashing, Lc-alung, Hcua-hwuy, Leang- 
a-seay, and Shih-ashwuy, six in number, who will, for a certainty, most severely 
be punished as soon as tlic evidence at their examination proves conclusive j and 
we shall not show the slightest mercy towards them* 

I have also increased the military force at the Consoo House by two 
officers, to co-operate with the civil and military mandarins previously appointed, 
and to patrol day and night. 1'he precautionary measures for affording security 
are now, therefore, more effective than bclbrc. If any disturbance arises, there 
will be no difliculty in apprehending the ruffians, and the rabble will henceforth 
know to keep away. 

Whilst sending this communication, I wish you every happiness. 

Taoukwang, 27th year, 4th month, 28th day. (June 10, 1847,) 

No, 34. 
Sir J". Davis to Viscount Pahncrslon. — (Received September 25,) 

My Lord, Victoriay Hong Kong, June 29, 1847. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 14th instant, forAvarding a note 
from Keying in which I was informed that six of the vagabonds implicated 
in the attempt to destroy the boatsheds had been seized, and most severely 
punished aa examples, I have the honour to report that Consul Macgregor has 
announced to me that three of them have been condemned to eighty blows with 
the greater bamboo, with the cangue in perpetuity, which is in fact a lingering 
death, and the other three to one month of the cangue, and eighty blows on 
being released. 

The Consul was perplexed by the terra '* impropriety,** the title of the 
Chinese law under which these culprits were condemned ; but it is in foot a most 
sweeping and summary law, intended to comprehend all possible cases whei'e 
^y aoubt. may be entertamcd as to the existence of a particular law to meet a 



particular case; and I apprehend that, wliere foreigners are concerned^ the 
Chinese magistrates may suppose that such is fretiuently tlie fact. 

At all events, we can have notliing to object on this occasion to the mildness of 
the sentence, which is severe enough, and that is what chiefly concerns us. It 
so happens that the very law in question against *^ impropriety ** was the subject 
of my own observations some years ago, and I have dra\vn the Consults attention to 
its real nature and tendencies in the inclosed letter and extract. 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) J. R DAVIS^ 

P.S.r— Since the above was written. Consul Macgregor has reported] the 
punishment by the Chinese authorities of an additional prisoner in a case of 
assault, which occurred as long ago as tlic 1 7tli of May. This voluntary act on 
their part, on an occasion when other culprits had ah'eacly been chastised, is a 
proof that the Chinese Government is in earnest, and that we may expect less 
trouble at Canton for the future. The present is another instance of the 
(so-called) law of ** mpropriety/* and corroborative (as I have obscrvcdjo the 
Consul) of my conclusions respecting the law in question. *" ^^"^01 

J. F. D.^ 



Inclosure 1 in No. 34. 
Sir J". Davis to Consul Macgregor. 



gir^ Victoria y Hong Kong, June 18, 1847. 

I HAVE received your despatch regarding the punishment of the six 
persons implicated in attempting to fire the boat-sheds by the water-side, 

The point that principally concerns us is theamount of punishment inflicted, 
which seems severe enough^, as tlu'ce of the culprits are (in addition to the 
infliction of the heavy bamboo) to be cangucd in pcrp-luity, which is, in fiict, 
equivalent to death. 

It is difficult for us to enter fully into the notions entertained by the Chinese 
as to the moral relation between intention and elU'ct. They may differ from us 
us much on this point as on many otiicrs, and provided that the aggressors arc 
severely punished, I do not sec that the question greatly concerns us, unless it 
were made a plea for insufficient reparation. With regard to what you observe 
concerning the Chinese law against " impropriety," 1 feel convinced that the 
sweeping statute under that name is adopted by the Chinese Government as tlio 
most summary in cases where foreigners are concerned, when they consider that 
no other existing law has made due provision for punishment. 

The inclosed extract from my work on China remarks the very law in 

question, 

I have, &c, 

(Signed) J. F. DAVIS. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 34. 

Extract from Sir J. Davis' Work on China, relative to tlio Chinese Law against 

*' hvpropriehj.^^ 

A THIRD defect is the occasional manifestation of a jealous fear, on the 
part of the Governn)ent, lest in the execution of its enactments the judge 
should ever find himself hampered or impeded by too great clearness of definition, 
or the subject derive too much protection from the distinct statement of crime 
and punishment. Hence those vague generalities by which the benefits of a 
written code are in a great measure annulled. The following enactment is a 
specimen : "Whoever is guilty of improper conduct, and such as is contrary to 
the spirit of the laws, though not a breach of any specific article, shall be punished 
at the least with forty blows, and when the impropriety is of a serious nature, 
with eighty blows." 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 34i 
Sir J. Davis io Consul Macgregof. 

Sjj.^ Victoria, Hong Kong, June 21, 1847. 

I HAVE deceived your despatch, with its inclosuve, relative to the 
punishment of" another of the aggressors on Messrs. Burbank and Edwards on 
th'e 17tli May. It plainly confirms the opinion I many years ago formed as to 
the intention of the comprehensive and general law concerning " Impropriety," 
namely, that it is intended to sweep within its range any offences that might be 
too lightly punished under any particular law. The manner in which this case 
has been followed up with thepunishment of an additional prisoner, augurs well 
of the sincerity of the Local Government in its wish to do us right. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. F. DAVIS. 



No. 35. 
Viscount Palmerston to Sir J. Davis. 

3Jr^ Foreign Office, October 12, 1847. 

I HAVE to acquaint you that Her Majesty's Government consider the 
proclamation of the magistrates at Canton, inclosed in your despatch of 
the 1st of July, to be very satisfactory, as proving not only that the magistrates 
themselves are resolved to take effectual measures to enforce the proper treatment 
,6f foreigners by the Canton populace, but also that they have reason to rely 
upon the cooperation of the respectable portion of the community for that 

purpose. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 



No. 30. 
Viscount Palmerston to Sir J. Davis. 

gjp Foreign Officv, October 12, 1847. 

I HAVE received your dcspatcli of the 19th of June, reporting thai 
six" persons concerned in the attempt to burn the boat-sheds near the 
ftictories in the month of May last, had been sentenced to be severely punished ; 
and that another person engaged in an assault committed in the same month on 
two British subjects, had also been punished. „. , ^ . . „ , „ 

I have to instruct vou to state to the Chmese High Commissioner that Hcv 
Maiesty's Government arc much gratified by the spirit of justice on the part of 
the Chinese Government, which has been proved by their proceedings m these 
ca=es- and Her Majesty's Government cannot doubt that the punishments 
inflicted on tliesc offenders will tend to deter others from similar crimes, and wil 
thus prevent any interruption of the friendly relations which Her Majesty's 
,Government are so desirous of seeing maintained, and, if possible, even unproved, 
between Great Britain and China. . 

With regard however, to the men who have been sentenced to the perpetuiil 
can^ue, however just and well-deserved by them that punishment must bo 
conlidered as being, yet Her Majesty's Government would be glad that ma case 
where the outrage was committed on British property, the offenders might be 
treated with some small degree of indulgence more than they deserve, in order 
■that the Chinese people may see that the British Government demands 
mmishment not so much from feelings of vengeance agamsfc the offenders, as 
in order that the example may prevent similar acts by other persons, and that 
thereby British subjects in China and their property may be safe from molestation 
and violence. Therefore, as these men have been punished by the bamboo, and 
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will, when this despatch reaches Cliina, have undergone several months of the 
punishment of tlie cangue, Her Majesty's Government would consider it as a 
lavour to themselves if these men ^Yerc then at once to be pardoned and 
released. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 



No. 37. 

Viscount Palmcrsion to Sir J. Davis. 

Sir> Foreign Office, October 12, 1847. 

I HAVE received your despatch of the 14th of June, reporting tliat 
t\Yo Chinese who had thrown stones at a party in an English boat on the 
Canton river had been punished ; and I have to state to you, with reference to 
this matter, that it will be desirable, in future, that the British Consul, or some 
person authorised by him, should be present at any punishment inflicted on 
Chinese for assaults or outrages on British subjects, because the mere assertion 
of the Chinese officers that such persons have been punished cannot, of itself, 
be considered as sufficient and satisfactory proof that any punishment has been 
inflicted. 

I am, &c* 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 



No. 38. 
Viscount Palmerston to Sir J. Davis* 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 12, 1847. 

I HAVE received your despatch of the 31st of May, inclosing, among 
other papers, copies of a note which you had addressed to Keying relative 
to the inefficient measures adopted by the Chinese authorities for restraining the 
Canton mob; and of an instruction which you had given to Mr. Consul 
Macgregor, prescribing the line of conduct to be observed by him if the mob 
should resort to acts of violence against British subjects : and I have to acquaint 
you that I approve of those papers* 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 



No. 39. 
Sir J. Davis to Viscount Palmerston* — {Received October 21.) 

(Extract) Victoria, Hong Kong, August 20, 1847; 

THE w^ant of protection from the Government has led to the maintenance, 
at a considerable expense, of wluit are called ** village braves," a species of 
irregular militia, who (as might have been expected in China) have proved not 
only expensive, but often troublesome to their employers. The j^coplc have 
publicly expressed their desire and intention to pay this irregular militia out of 
the taxes due from thein to the Government, finding, as I expected they would, 
that they a great burthen upon themselves. 

Such is the present state of things in the Canton province, 
^Having noticed to Keying that the continuance of the iri'egularitics of this 
undisciplined militia must endanger the public peace, I received from him the 
inclosed reply. He admits the fact, and explains it partly in the manner above 
stated, adding, that they had *' carried things too far," and must be controlled, 
which, I fear, is beyond his power. 

On the 12th instant I received the despatch from Consul Macgregor which 
is tmnsmitted herewith. 

Some Englishmen and other Europeans went, on the 8th, in two Chinese 

M 
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boats, up the river, two or three miles above Canton* A party of the village 
militia were exercising on shore with guns, &c., and the Chinese boatmen soon 
betrayed an anxiety to return, which was increased on three guns being fired, 
though, as it appeared, with powder only. It was declared, however^ that the 
guns were, at least, pointed at them. 

Mh Ehhslie, the Vice^Consul himself, having, soon after, passed in an 
English boat without the least molestation^ I am inclined to think the three 
giihs were a part of the exercise, and' it Happens^, moreover, to be the invariable 
number of every Chinese salute for mandarins, &c. As every meeting of the 
kind, however, is a mere disorderly mob, it is just possible that the thing Avas 
meant as an insult. 

Immediately on the receipt of Mr. Macgregor^s information, I addressed, on 
the same day, the inclosed to Keying, desiring an explanation of the matter, or 
the punishment of the parties. 

As the Consul, to my surprise, did hot state that he liad, taken up the 
question on the first compiaiiit to himself, I wrote him the inclosed despatch, 
making the inquiry. According to his own representation of the case, it called 
for his immediate exertions on the spot. 

Mr. Macgregor excused his remissness by the inclosed reply, in Avhicli lie 
i-efers lo a private note from myself some time before this occurrence, and bearing 
no aiiusion to it. In apj)lying to him by that note ifbr information, I certainly 
did not intend to furnish the Consul with an excuse for making no exertion 
whatever on behalf of the complainants at the Consulate. 

In my annexed reply, therefore, I pointed this out, and added that Keying 
must naturally suppose that a matter on which neither himself nor the local 
magistrate heard anything from the Consul, could not be very serious. The 
Chinese Minister could receive nothing from me under a week, at the distance of 
ninety miles, twice traversed. This at once loses valuable time, and weakens the 
eflfect of my remonstrances. 

I have received a short note from Keying, stating that he will certainly 
inquire and punish the parties, if guilty, and inform me of the result ; but I do 
not expect his report before the departure of the mail. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 3S. 
Commmioncr Keying to Sir J, Davis. 



(TrailslHtibh.) 

KEYING, High Imperial Commissioner, &c., sends the following reply to a 
communication of the Honourable Envoy, respecting the assemblage of an armed 
crowd at Shih-wei-tang. (Here follows the substance of that letter.) 

It appears that the territory of the provincial city swarms with robhers, 
who often combine in great nuihbers to attack and plunder. The villagers have, 
therefore, for their own protection assembled trained bands ; but their real object 
is to defend themselves against robbers and vagabonds, without any reference to 
the foreigners. They have not only done so at Shih-wei-tang, but at many other 
places. 

I have also heard that the villagers thereabout assembled in armed multi- 
tudes, and coming together hold debates. This is carrying things too far, and 
those who see and hear it arc frightened and temfied. I, the (jfreat Minister, have 
therefore ordered the local authorities to issue a proclamation, and prohibit it ; 
as is on record. ... 

Havhig stationed additional troops at the foreign factories, with tlieir officers, 
who incessantly patrol day, and night, and are busy with keeping a careful guard, 
the protective measures will prove effective, and the Honourable Envoy may rest 
satisfied on this point, and harbour no anxiety. 

Whilst forwarding this reply, I wish you every happiness, &c. . . 

Taoukwang, 27th yeavj 6t(i month, 28th day. (August 8, 1847.) 
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'] Inclosure 2 in No. 39. 

Co7Wil Macgregor to Sir J, Davis, 

Sir, Canton^ August 10, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour of transmitting to your Excellency the inclosed copy 
of a letter I received yesterday from several British subjects and otliers who, 
during an excursion on the river on Sunday morning, and having arrived 
opposite a village the name of which is stated to be Wong-chuk-kay, situate in 
a north-west direction from Canton on tlie river, and about two or' three miles 
from the factories, were received with shouts and yells and other tokens of 
defiancejjy the natives who were tuniultuously collected in great numbers on 
shore. This \yas almost immediately succeeded by the discharge of three pieces 
of ordnance, wdiich w^ere pointed directly at them, in consequence of wliich their 
boatraein were intimidated to such a degree that they refused to go any further 
in that direction. 

1 find, on inquiry, that the guns firpd were loaded with powder onlj^ and 
that they belong to the militia, which was established some time ago in the 
fural (districts at the expense of the landhol(]ers and gentry, under the aj)pe|la- 
tion of the *' village braves/' now assembled in that quarter for the purpose of 
being exercised in the use of firearms. 

It appears, however, extremely improper that contraiy to the stipulation of 
the Agreement of the 6th April, ** that British subjects shall not be molested on 
their excursions/* these villages braves by tlic display and discharge of artillery on 
shore should attempt to intimidate and prevent foreigners from enjoying the only 
recreation w^hich is left them, namely, that of sailing on tlie river, and ] therefore 
humbly conceive that the facts submitted to your Excellency would form a 
proper subject of remonstrance to the Govcrnoi'-Gencral in order that similar 
den]Qnstmtions may in future be avoided. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRANCIS C. MACGREGOR. 



A// 



Inclosure 3 in No. 39. 

Sir J. Davis to Commissioner Keying, 

Victoria, Hong Kong, August 12, 1847, 

I RECEIVED a note from your Excellency, dated the 8th instant, in w^hich 
you informed me that, as the territory of the provincial city *^ swarmed with 
robbers; the viliagers had provided trained bands for their defence ; but, as they 
assembled in anried multitudes, and came together to hold debates, this was 
carrying things too far, and you had tlierefore ordered the local authorities to 
prohibit it,'* &c. 

Oh the very day your Excellency's note is dated, the Consul informs mo 
that some Englishmen and other Europeans in boats on the river, near a place 
called AVong-chuk-kay, were wantonly assailed by one of these assemblages, and 
that three guns were apparently discharged at them, though said to be with 
powder only. 

Your Excellency is fully aware, that by the Tiieaty, as well as by the Special 
Agi'eement of the 6th of April, *' British subjects qliall be at liberty to go a day's 
journey, as at Slianghae, without molestation, and that, if maUcious Chinese 
assail them, they shall be immediately punished.**' * 

Now, as the persons wdio committed t]]e outrage on this occasion were what 
your Excellency calls trained bands, or village mjlitia, aod as they apparently 
discharged three guns at the foreigners, there can be no difficulty in detecting 
and punishing them, according lo Treaty. I, therefore^ immediately write to 
demand their punishment, or an explanation of the facts. 

M 2 
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My Government will expect their chastisement, in the same manner as in 
the cases of October 17 and March 12. 

I have already, before, ^aid so much coucernihg outrages of this khul, that 
it is not necessary to repeat it here. 

Accept, &c. 
(Signed) J. F. DAVIS. 



Inclosure 4 in No. 39. 
jSiV J. Davis to Consul Macgregor* 



Sir, VidoriUf Hong Kong^ August 12, 1847. 

I HAVE just received your despatch of the 10th instant, concerning the 
outrage on some British subjects and othei*s at a place called Wong-chuk-kay, 
on the 8th instant, and I have lost no time in immediately addressing Keying on 
the subject. 

As Her Majesty*s Government will of coui*se expect that, on an occasion so 
peculiarly cailin«; for instant and energetic exertion at the Consulate, you applied 
to the local Government for redress witliout delay, I have to request that you will 
forward to me a copy of any document you sent in upon the occurrence being 
reported to you. I should wish also to have the names of the pei^sorisin the two 
Chinese boats. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. F. DAVIS. 



Inclosure 5 in No. 39. 
Consul Macgregor to Sir J. Davis. 



Sir, Canton f August 14, 1847. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency's despatch of tlic 
12th instant, and in reply, I beg to refer you to your letter of the 5th instant, in 
which you are pleased to direct, in consequence of having been informed of some 
preparation to molest foreigners going up the river or landing at Fah-ti, that, not 
being able to proceed without authentic information from myself of something like 
an overt act, you would be glad to have it, in order that you might make the 
necessary communication to Keying on the subject. 

It was in conformity with those directions that I obtained the letter from 
Mr, Balkwill and his friends, which I forwarded to your Excellency without 
delay, and judging that you must have good reasons for wishing to make the 
necessary remonstrance to the Imperial Commissioner youriielf, I of course 
refrained from addi*essing a complaint to his Excellency on the subject in this 
particular instance, although I should not have failed to do so in the ordinary 
course of things, in accordance with various of your Excellency's despatches. 

I beg to inclose a list of the foreigners that were in the two boats in 
question. 

i have &c 
(Signed) ' FRANCIS C. MACGREGOR. 



List of Foreigners who were molested during an Excursion up the Canton River, 

on the 8th August, 1847. 

H. Balkwill. 
James Whittall. 
Sept. Maitland. 
William Rutter. 
R. McGregor. 
S.. k. Brabnen 
Wm. K. Snodgrass. 
Juls. Kreyenhagen. 
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Inolosuvo (i in No. 39. 
Sir J. Boxuring to Consul Maccjragor. 

Sir> Victoria, Hong Kong, August 17, 1847. 

IN reply to your despatch of the Mth instant, stating why vou liad not 
taken any measures at the Consulate, or made any application *^to the local 
authorities on the appeal of the several persons on the 8th instant, I must 
observe that my private note (to which you refer) in applying to you for 
information, did not absolve you from performing your own part on the spot, 
nor do away with the injunctions I had several times repeated to you in official 
despatches, to use every exertion when necessary. Keying must naturally 
believe that a matter on which neither himself nor the local magistrates hear 
anything from the Consul, and concerning which he can receive nothing from 
me in much less than a week from its occurrence, is not considered as very 
serious. Tliis at once loses valuable time, and weakens the effect of my 
remonstrance at the distance of ninety miles, My interposition, in general, 
should only be on the tailurc of your own* 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. F. DAVIS. 



No. 40. 
Sir J. Davis to Viscount Palmerslon* — {Received November 22.) 

My Lord, Victoria, Hong Kong, August 28, 1847. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 20th instant, I addressed 
the inclosed note to Keying on the 21st, informing him that I awaited the 
fulfilment of his engagement to make examples of those who wantonly fired 
when some Englishmen and other foreigners were passing on the Canton river in 
Chinese boats. 

I took occasion to observe that it was generally rumoured that the Canton 
Government was powerless in its attempts to control the village militia, which 
had grown out of the disorganized state of the province, and tliat the people 
moreover refused to pay their taxes to Government. I added that, of course, if 
this should prove to be true, he could not be surprised if the British Government 
took the necessary measures to protect its own subjects. 

I very soon received the annexed favourable reply, announcing the appre- 
hension and trial of the offending individuals, and engaging to forward an oflScial 
notice of their punishment. 

Keying repeats his explanation of the origin of the village militia, which the 
history of the past year or two, in fact, confirms, though such disorderly and ill- 
organized associations are dangerous to the weak Government of the province. 
He repudiates, however, the idea of their being beyond his control, and adds that 
the villages pay their taxes. 

In my reply to this, as subjoined, I took occasion to observe, that if the 
people were nnder control, they ought not to be permitted to interfere with the 
due fulfilment of Treaty engagements, some of whicli had been delayed under 
various pretexts, and that British rights at Canton must and should be main- 
tained. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. F. DAVIS. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 40. 



Sir .7. Davis to Comriiissioner Keying. 

Victoria, Hong Kong, August 21, 1847. 
I HAVE received a reply from your Excellency, in which you state that 
you consider it a very detestable proceeding on the part of the Hwang-chuh-chc 
villagers who wantonly ilrcd when some Englishmen and other lbrei.i,niers were 
passinir. in Chinese boats, on the river. 
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I shall therefore look for an early communication, stating the names> trial, 
and punishment, of the offenders, that I may report the same to my Govern- 
ment. It is stated that the Canton authorities are not able to control the 
village militia, and that the people refuse to pay their taxes, &c. If this proves 
to be true, your Excellency will not be surprised should the British Government 
immediately take measures to protect its own subjects. 

Accept, &c. 
(Signed) J. f. DAVIS. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 40. 
Cominissiqner Keying to Sir J. Davis. 



(Translation.) 

KEYING, High Imperial epmmissioner, &c., sends the following reply to 
a despatch from the Honourable Envoy, respecting the firing of the; Hwang- 
chuh-clie villagers. (Here foUows an extmct of that letter.) 

The Hwang-chuh-ciie villagers, by wantonly firing (on foreigners), cpmmitted 
an act worthy of detestation. The Nan-hae magistrate has, therefore, iti conse- 
quence of my orders, seized two of the aggressors, viz., Lo-a-che and another. 
They confessed that they were exercising small guns (ginjalls) at that place, and 
were not aware that any foreigners were passing in a boat ; nor liad they any 
intention of firing at them. 

Such being the evidence, I was afraid that not the whole truth had been 
told, and apprehensive that there might have been othprs on the same spot who 
assisted in the firing, I therefore again directed the niagistrate to elicit, 1)y torture, 
the real facts j anc| seize the whole band, with all severity. As soon as the 
criminals shall |iave been successively taken, true evidence obtained by judicial 
inquiry, and they have suffered severe punishment, I shall again aidress an 
official letter to you. 

I, the Great Minister, act vigorously in punishing the natives when they 
have injured the merchants and people of other countries. I have, for instance, 
in the case of piracy committed (in the neighbourhood of Ampy) on vessels of 
your honourable nation, seized many of the guilty," who have all been severally 
sentenced andf executed. When the Swiss merchant, not long ago, was robbed 
on ijie Canton riyei:, I apprehended more than ten criminals, and recovered some 
of tiie pluiiSer. The district military is still engaged in making the strictest 
search for the seizure, prosecution, and punishment of these native ruffians, in 
order to protect eflfectually the merchants and people of every country. For 
tjiis reason I would not trouble the Honourable Envoy to adopt additional 
protective measures. 

The tmined bands and village braves were raised with the view of protecting 
their villages tind farms agfiitist robbers and vagabonds, who have recently 
become very numerous. Their assemblies fbrnoisy debate have been prohibited • 
tliey how fulfil their duties, observe |;he'laws, and likewise pay taxes. One 
ought, oh no account, to give easy credence f o rumours in circulation. 

Whilst sending this answer, I wish you every happiness. 

'I^^oukwalig, 27th year, 7th month', 14th day. (August 24, 1847.) 

Inclosure 3 in No. 40. 
Sir jr. Davis to Commissioner Keying. 

Victoria J, Hong Kong, August 23, 1847. 
I HAVE received your Excellency's note, in which you inform me that 
when the Hwang-chuh-che critniiiais * have been sevei'cly punished, you will 
acquaint me with the particulars. I await the receipt of this announcement, that 
I niay transmit the same to my Government, wlio,' together with the whole 
British public, ar^ already justly indignant at the conduct of the Canton people. 
* Your BxcelVency oiiser^^ and village braves were 

raised with the yjew of pro villages and farms against robbers and 

vajKabohds, who have recently become very numerous. Their assemblies for 
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noisy debate have been prohibited ; they now fulfil their duties, observe the laws, 
and likewise pay taxes." 

It is, nevertheless, publicly notorious that they have combined lor the 
purpose of preventing the uUothlent of building ground and cemeteries, and even 
now, a burial-ground Cannot be procured ^t Whampoa. The two officers, Tung 
and Niilg, have so often deceived Consul Macgregor, that I have ordered the 
Consul to communicate in writing only, that proofs may be on record. I have 
' ascertained that the Parsees do not wish to build a wall, arid that they have 
chosen a waste spot without any graves. Still they cannot succeed 1 

When I find that the Treaty is still evaded and set at nought, and that 
moderation only produces bad faith, my Government will perfectly approve of 
my doing everything that is necessary to maintain the Treaty and uphold the 
rights and dignity of the great nation i serve. It will soon be necessary to fix 
a date for the fulfilment of the Agreement of April Gth. I previously make this 
important communication^ 

Accept, &c. 
(Signed) X F. DAVIS. 



No. 4L 
Bit J. Davis to Viscoimt Pahncrston. — {Received November 22.) 

My Lord^ Victoria, Hong Kong, September 10, 1847. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 28th of August, I have the 
honour to inclose copy of a very satisfactory note from Keying as to the 
punishment of certain Chinese who insulted a party of Europeans on the 
river,. 

The penalty inflicted on this occasion is suthciently severe, being not only 
an allotment of thirty blows to each, but (what is still better calcvllated to 
operate as a warning) the being paraded in the heavy wooden pilloly for one 
month about the foreign factories, with their names and oftence inscribed. The 
tendency of this mode of punishment is so obviously salutary, that I shall require 
it on future occasions of importance. 

The conduct of Keying on this occasion has been so praiseworthy, that I 
deemed it only just to address him the annexed reply, declaring that we had no 
other motive in insisting on such examples than the j-epression of disordci* and 
the maintenance of peace, and that the chastisement of Chinese aggressors came 
much more fitly from their own authorities than from us. 

I requested Consul Macgrcgor by the inclosed despatch to ascertain the 
exhibition of tlie three culprits in the neighbourhood of the factories, and have 
been glad to learn that the sentences were duly carried out. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. F. DAVIS. 



Inclosurc 1 in No. 41. 
Commissioiier Keying to Sir J. Davis. 



(Translation.) 

KEYING, High Imperial Commissioner, &c., sends the following counnu- 
nication respecting the case of the Hwang«chuh-che villagers wantonly firing on 
Europeans, when in a boat upon the river, 

In consequence of my previous orders, the Nan-hae magistrate seized 
Lo-a-che and a second aggressor, and on reporting the circumstance to me, I. 
the Great Minister, communicated it to the Honourable Envoy; as is on 
record., 

The Nan-hae magistrate now again informs me, that he subsequently 




tried some small guns (ginjalls) which they had hud in their possession for a 
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long while, by firing powder without shot^ on the river's side, at Hwang-chuh- 
die. Fang-a-ching, an old acquaintance of theirs, came thither to look on and 
assist ia the firing. Just at that time a boat was passing with foreigners on 
board of her. As they had only loaded with blank cartridge they did not turn 
aside, hut did not fire at them intentionally, nor wound anybody. There were 
at that time many spectators, but none of them engaged in firing the guns. 
The above confession is true. 

Fang-a-ching said, that he was 34 years old, and belonged to the same 
district. On the 26th day, 6th moon, of the present year (6th August), he 
was passing the road at Hwang-chuh-che, when he perceived his old acquaint- 
ance Lo-a-che and the other, w^ho were trying some small guns by firing blank 
cartridges, without putting any balls into them. He \vent up to them and 
assisted in discharging the pieces. Tliis was true, and the remainder of the 
evidence agreed with Lo-a-chc's and the other's statement. 

It appears, therefore, that Lo-a-che and the others were trying some small 
guns, by firing powder without shot. They truly aver that they had no inten- 
tion of firing at the foreigners, but of their own accord were discharging the 
pieces quite heedlessly, when the boat was passing. Though they did not 
wound anybody, still theirs was a very wanton act. Lo-a-che, Lo-a-nang, and 
Fang^a-ching, therefore, shall together, according to the rigorous tenour of the 
law, in open Court receive, each, thirty strokes, and be paraded around the foreign 
factories for one months wearing the cangue, in order to deter others (from 
similar acts). 

On receiving the above details, I find that Lo-a-che arid the others, 
although discharging their pieces with blank cartridge and not loading them with 
shot, still very improperly showed no caution when the Europeans were passing 
in the boat. Their not having wounded any man gives rise to some indulgent 
consideration. They ought, therefore, to receive the strokes, and be paraded 
with the cangue about the fixctories, in order to strike terror and repress (such 
aggressoi*s). 

Whilst giving orders that it may be done accordingly, I address this letter 
for the consideration of the Honourable Envoy, and wish you every happiness. 

Taoukwang, 27th year, 7th month, 18th day. (August 28, 18470 



Inclosure 2 in No. 41. 
Sir J. Davis to Commissioner Keying* 



Victoriat Hong Kong, August 31, 1847, 

I HAVE the lionour to acknowledge your Excellency's note just received 
concerning the punishment of those who wantonly and mischievously discharged 
ginjalls loaded with powder on the Canton river, I thereby learn that the three 
criminals will receive thirty strokes, and be paraded about the foreign factories 
in the cangue for one month. 

This is an extremely just and wise proceeding on the part of your Excel- 
lency, and proves that you have the power of controlling the populace. 

The only object of my nation in wishing for their punishment is to deter 
others from committing the like offence, and thereby ensure perpetual peace. 
It is also more fit that the people should be punished by the Chinese Govern- 
ment than by foreign force. 

I will immediately inform Consul Macgrcgor of the purport of your note^ 
and desire him to ascertain that the District Magistrate parades the men 
according to your Excellency*s order. 

Accept, &c. 
(Signed) J. F, DAVIS. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 41. 
Bit J. Dams to Consul Maccjregov, 

Sir, Victoria, Hong Kong^ August 31, IS47. 

I HAVE to inform you tliat I have just recci\'cd a note from the Chinese 
Minister, acquainting me that three criminals^ Lo-a-ehe, Lo-a-nang, and Fan'>- 
a-ching (convicted of pointing ginjalls loaded with. ])owder at two Chinese heats 
having Europeans on board), have been st-ntenced each to receive thirty blows 
with the bamboo, and to be paraded in the cangue about the tactories for one 
month. 

The names of the criminals arc added in the margin in Chinese, and you 
will have no difficulty in ascertaining that they arc really so paraded by Uie 
Nan-hae Magistrate. 

A copy of Keying*s original note is annexed to this. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. F. DAVIS. 



No. 42. 

Viscount Palmerston to ISir J. Davis* 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 23, 1847. 

WITH reference to your despatches of the 28th Augubt and lOth September, 
inclosing your correspondence with Kejing. respecting the punisihment' of some 
Chinese who had insulted a party of Europeans on the river above Canton, I have 
to state to you that I approve of the note which you addressed to Keying on 
the 31st August, in acknowledging the receipt of his nolificatiou of the punish^ 
ment to be inflicted on the guilty parlies. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 



No. 43. 
Viscount Palmcrston to Mr. Bonhanu 

(Extract) Foreign Office, January 3, 1848. 

YOU will state to Keying that Her Majesty's Government entertain^ the 
highest respect for hini personally , and that they sincerely trust that he will continue 
to show the same friendly disposition in treating witli you, which he has evinced 
in his intercourse with your predecessors ; that Her Majesty's Government are 
sensible that he may sometimes have difficulties to contend with in controUing 
the unruly populace of Canton, but that it will he your duty to lighten those 
difficulties as much as possible, by preventing British subjects from provoking 
collision with the Chinese, and by bringing a British force to Cantoii whenever 
necessary to assist him in keeping the i)opulace in order. !But you will say that 
Her Majesty's Government cannot compi'chend why the authorities at Canton^ 
should not be able to exercise over the people of that city, the same degree of 
control which is exerted hy the authorities at the other ibur ports, over the 
people in those cities ; neither does tlierc appear to be any sufficient reason why 
the people at Canton should be more hostile to foreigners than the people at the 
other ports are. But you will say that, at all events, Her Majesty's Government 
cannot allow their Treaty rights to be defeated, and that although nothing 
would be more painful to them than to be again involved in angry discussion 
with China, they are fully resolved to maintain in every respect, and at cdl 
times, every privilege which has been conceded to them by Treaty, and will 
shrink from no measures, however painful, which may be necessary for the 
nmintenance and enforcement of British rights. 

I must not conceal from you, however, that Her Majesty's Government are 

N 
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not without apprehension as regards the conduct of British subjects in China 
feace between the two countries has more than drice been put in jeopardy bv the 
reckless conduct of individuals, members of the British community. I trust 
that the warnmg which Sir John Dayis, by my direction, addressed to the British 
community in China after the riots in Canton in July 1846, may have made a 
due impression ; but, at all events, it will be your duty to exert, when necessary 
the powers entrusted to you for maintaining order among Her Majesty's subjects 



No. 44. 
Sir J. Davis to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received April 22.) 

(Extract.) . Victoria, Hong Kong, February 5, 1848. 

THE inclosed despatch from Consul Alcock, at Shanghae, reports the 
murder of a Chinese by a Manilla man in British employ. It appears that the 
offender has escaped, and the Chinese authorities display their usual apathy as 
to his apprehensibri. 



Inclosure in No. 44. 
Consul Alcock to Sir J. Davis, 



Sir, Shanghae, January 22, 1848. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose a communication I recently addressed to liis 
Excellency the Intendant, on a report i*eaching me that a Chinese had been 
mortally wounded at Woo-sung by a Manilla man, who wtis believed to belong to 
one of the ships lying at that anchorage. I also transmit for your Excellency's 
information tlie report I received from the Vice-Consul, whom I immediately 
dispatched with the Interpreter to investigate the circumstances, and if possible 
secure the apprehension of the offender. 

It appears the Manilla man in question is clearly identified as a laie servant 
of a Dr. Muimy, who attends the shipping at Woo-sung, The man had lately 
been discharged his master's service, and was placed on board the ** Snipe,'' to 
prevent his getting into mischief on shore, until a passage down to Hong Kong 
could be procured for him, and since the unfortunate affray he has not been 
seen. 

The responsibility of finding and arresting him, since it has been ascertained 
that he is not on board a British vessel, rests with the Chinese authorities, who 
do not seem disposed to give themselves much trouble. I thought it right, 
liowever, to take the initiative, and show both the inhabitants at Woo-sung and 
the Chinese authorities, that so far from seeking to screen any person connected 
with or guilty of such an act, it was my anxious desire to prevent his escape, 
and bring him to justice. 

For this and all other outrages of a mischievous character, which from time 
to time occur at Woo-sung, I hold the local authorities especially responsible ; 
they have been repeatedly urged by me to take energetic measures to disperse 
the Canton men ai)d others of lawless character, who have gathered round the 
opium sliips, and to prevent the location of such persons at Woosung. They 
not only entice and harbour men from our ships, but afford a place of conceal- 
ment and refuge for the Canton men generally, who commit any crime in 
Shanghae, and are in danger of being apprehended, and from thence at this time 
thiB British community is threatened with a night attack, for the purpose of 
firing and plundering their premises. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) RUTHERFORD ALCOCK. 
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No. 45. 
Sir J. Davis to Viscount Pabnerston. — (Received May 24.) 

(Extract.) Victoria^ Hong Kong, February 29^ 1848. 

IN my despatch of February 5, I mentioned the circumstance of a Chinese 
native having been murdered by a Manilla man at AVoo-sung, the anchoring 
{iiace of the sitiuggling ships, about twelve miles below Shanghac. 

I have since received the annexed despatch from Consul Alcock. It 
appears that the Chinese authorities, after neglecting to apprehend the man, 
who iiad escaped ashore from the ships, have since applied to the Consul for his 
punishment, arid expressed their apprehension that, if he escapes altogether, the 
people of the neighbourhood will have the same feeling against foreigners that has 
actuated those of Canton. 



)^/^ 



Inclosure in No. 45» 
Consul Alcoclc to Sir J. Davis. 



Sir, Shanghae, February 19, 1848* 

REFERING to my despatch of tlie 22nd January, I have the honour to 
inclose, in translation, a communication recently received from the Taoutae, 
conveying the purport of a letter addressed to that officer by the Governor- 
General, and my reply thereto. 

The attempt to fasten upon British authorities and subjects the responsibility 
of an offence committed by a native of Manilla (not serving under the British 
flag), and of the apprehension of the offender, is too clearly untenable in justice 
or reason to require comment. Tlie motive for making this occurrence a pretext 
of complaint for unredressed violence and loss of life in the present instance is 
very obvious, by the reference made to tlie murders at Canton and the danger of 
popular tumult. I believe the Manilla man in question was on shore after the 
homicide, when the authorities tooic no pains to find him, and the report of a 
brack mail having been found dead, apparently from cold and stai*vation, some 
distance from Woo-sung, tends to confirm the suspicion. 

I did not, however, deem it expedient to allude to this report, lest it should 
seem that I was oftcring a defence somewhat too analagous to their own 
subterfuges in similar cases. I may mention to your Excellency, however, that 
the spontaneous offer of a reward of 100 dollars, for the apprehension of the 
offender, by the masters of all the vessels at Woo-sung, and the mutual agreement 
entered into among them, that if he were found in any ship the master of that 
vessel should pay the whole amount, would seem to render it highly improbable 
that he either found shelter or place of concealment on board any British vessel 
at that anchorage. 

The tone which the Governor-General adopted, especially in reference to 
Hep Majesty's Vice-Consul and Interpreter, of whom he speaks as persons, and 
alluding to their report as of doubtful veracity, and the intimation that similar 
events to those at Canton were to be contemplated if the criminal were not 
apprehended, appeared to me to require a prompt and uncompromising answer. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) RUTHERFORD ALCOCK. 
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No. 46. 
Sir Ji Davis to Viscount Palmerstoiu — {Received May 24.) 

(Extract.) Victoriay Hong Kong^ March 4, 1848. 

MY despatches of tlie 5tli and 29th of Fehruary reported the circumstances 
attendhig the murder of a Chinese by a Manilla man, at the smuggling station 
at Woo-sung. 

I liave since received the inclosed from Keying, applying lor the punish- 
ment of the alleged murderer as a British subject, under the Treatj^ lu my 
annexed reply I have informed the Chinese Minister that the man in question 
was a Manilla man, and that the place where the homicide occurred is a 
professed opium station, like so many others on the coast, which exist with the 
perfect connivance of the Chinese Government. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 46, 
Commissioner Keying to Sir J. Davis* 



(Translation.) 

KEYING, High Imperial Commissioner, &c., sends the following com- 
munication. 

I received an official note from Le, the Governor-General of Keang-nan and 
Keang-se, to the following efiect. 

The Intendantof Soo-choo, Taet-seang, and Sung-keang, i^eported that the 
magistrate of Paou-shan had written to him saying, that on the 11th instant 
(January 16) towards evening, Seu-chang-paou, a villager, carried some fish along 
the street, when a drunken black foreigner gave Seu-chang-paou a mortal blow 
with a sword, on the left side of his body. That black man went then instantly 
on board his vessel, in a boat. The brothers of the deceased inmiediately 
reported the circumstance to the magistrate, who went, in conjunction with the 
Vice-Consul Robertson, on board the ship, but could not discover the black man 
who was the murderer. There are, however, many merchant vessels in the 
harbour. And the Vice-Consul having made search only in a single one, 
instantly said, that there was no murderer. I therefore request you to manage 
this matter. 

On the receipt of the above, it appeared to mc, the Great Minister, that a 
murderer has forfeited his life, according to the foreign as well asi Chinese laws. 
The black man in question inflicted a mortal wound on the villaj er Seu-chang- 
paou, and must, in conformity with the existing Treaty, be found out and suffer 
death. 

When this letter readied me, I thought it therefore my duty to address the 
Honourable Envoy on this subject, with the rcciuest to examine into the matter, 
and order the Shanghae Consul, Alcock, to find out the black man who is the 
murderer, and punish him according to tl\e Treaty. This is of great impoitance. 

Whilst sending this communication, I wish you much happiness, 

Taoukwang, 23th year, 1st month, 2r)th day. (February 29, 1848.) 



Inclosure 2 in No, 46. 
Sir J. Davis to Commissioner Keying, 



(Extract.) Victoria, Hong Korig^ March 3, 1848. 

I HAVE received your Excellency's note concerning the death of a 
Chinese named Seu-cl^ang-paou at the liands of a black man in Paou-shan 
district. 



.89 /a2/ 

It has been ascertained tliafc this black man was a Manilla man Lin- 
sun<^-iin), and that Woo-sung, where the event occurred, is an anchorage for 
smuf^'^ling opium, like Kunisingmoon and Namoa, in Canton, Chimmo Bay, in 
Fokien, and Kintang near Ningpo. 



No- 47. 

Bit J, Davis to Viscount Palmerstoiu — {Received May 24.) 

My Lord, ' Victoria, Hong Koncjy March 13, 1848. 

I HAVE received from Mr. Consul jMacgregor, at Canton, the inclosed 
report from Mr. Bird, Consular Agent at Whanipoa, of an afiVay at that place 
between some Americans and Chinese, in which two of the latter were wounded 
with firearms. 

I have directed the Consul to inform Mr. Bird that I entirely approve of 
his referring the parties concerned in this affair to tlic American Consul. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. F. DAVIS. 



Inclosure in No. 47. 

Mr. Bird to Consul Macgregor. 

Sir, Whampoa, March 9, 1848. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for your information, the following circum- 
stances, and have to state that in future I shall be more punctual in bringing any 
unusual occurrence under your notice. 

About half-past 5 o'clock on the evening of the Gth instant, the master of 
the '^Menzics ** called upon me with his upper lip cut, saying there was a very 
serious affray in the neighbourhood of the billiard-room, in wliicli Mr. Hunt 
had shot two Chinese. 1 immediately went towards the spot, and on the way 
was infonned Mr, Hunt wished to see me at his acsidcncc. I called upon him, 
when I learned the affray was terminated, and that tiic following were the 
particulars of it. 

During the night of the Sth instant, some gunpowder was stolon from a 
magazine belonging to Messrs. Hunt and Tobey ; the Chinese in chai'ge of it 
in endeavouring to trace out the robbers on tlie following day was attacked by 
Mr. Ross' carpenters, and had his head severely cut. Mr. Hunt on learning 
this, with several Americans and one Englishman (the master of the** Menxies"), 
who were dining with him, went on shore, and having seized one individual wlio 
they supposed had perpetrated the outrage, wci'c stoned by r.hout thirty Chinese 
and obliged to swim to their boats, which were put off from the shore. Mr. Hunt 
reached a boat in which he found a gun and fired it over the heads of the 
Chinese, now increased to about sixty, but this producing no change fired a 
second time amongst them. The foreigners having escaped, in a short time 
returned with firearms, and found only two or three Chinese remaining on the 
ground, and showing a disposition of revenge, at whom they fired. 

It was supposed three Chinese had been killed ; but it was subsequently 
ascertained only one was wounded in the mouth, and another in the left 
thigh. 

I declined interfering in the matter, and reconnnended Mr. Hunt to make 
a report to the American Consul, 

IVusting I have taken a proper viev^, I have, &c. 

(Signed) ALEXR. BIRD. 
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No. 48. 
Sir J. Davis to Viscoimt Palmei^ston. — {Received May 24.) 

My Lord, Victoriay Hong Kong, March 18, 1848. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch from Mr» 
Consul Alcpck at Shanghae, detailing certain consequences resulting from some 
thousands of junk nien, hitherto einployed in transporting grain on the canal, 
being thrown out of employ. 

Mr. GutzlafF had drawn my attention to the fact of the increasing shallow- 
ness of the canal having obliged the Gbverriment, against its will, to transmit 
grain to Peking by sea and the route of the Peiho. It now appears that the 
great numbers of men long employed in the inland navigation, and^ from their 
serving in Government vessels, accustomed to domineer over the ordinary 
people, are now loose in large numbers about the neighbourhood of Soo^cliow 
and Tsing.poo, not far distant from Shanghae. *^ I understand," says the 
Consul, " some 13,000 men, at least, of turbulent diameter and with just cause 
of discontent, are left to create disoi'der and commit every species of depredation 
upon the peaceable inhabitants;'* while the Government authorities are discus- 
smg the amount of bounty to enable them to follow some lawful occupation, 
when tliey are driven from iheir homes, the grain junks. 

The Consul goes on to state that on the 8th instant, a party of three 
missionaries went on a journey to Tsing-.poo, about thirty miles from Shanghae, 
for the purpose of distributing tracts. It would seem that, without any provo- 
cation on their part, they were involved in a disturbance Avith a party of these 
junk men, which terminated m the violent maltreatment of the missionaries, 
who were ultimately rescued by some Chinese police, and escorted back to 
Shanghae. 

The Consul has in consequence issued the annexed notice to British 
subjects, calling their attention to the temporary disorder occasioned by these 
disbanded junk men, and very properly recommending that, while the evil 
continues, they should abstain from distant journeys into the interior. He 
concludes his despatch by stating that he has demanded the apprehension and 
punishment of the ringleaders, and insisted upon their being brought to Shang- 
hae for identification. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. F, DAVIS. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 48, 
Consul Alcoch to Sir J. Jiavis, 



Sir^ Shanghae, March 10, 1848. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose a notification I have thoiight it prudent to 
issue for the guidance of British subjects, enjoining them lor the present to 
refrain from any extended excursions into the eoiintiy, more especially iri the 
neighbourhood of Tsirig-pob-heen and SUhg-keang-foo, where the large gi'ailarics 
are situated, and near which are collected in large nunibera the meh hitherto 
employed in the ^in junks, with whose services the Chinese authorities liave 
endeavdured tb disperise, omitting the hecessaiy precaution of first satifefying the 
men's claims, and providing for their location iri a manner calculated to prevent 
their becoming a source of danger and difiiculty. 

Throughout the circuit of the three departments of Soo-chow-foo, Sung- 
keang-foo, and Taefc-sang-chow, I understand some 13,000 men at least, of 
turbulent character, and with just cause of discontent, are left to create disorder 
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and commit every species of depredation upon the peaceable inliabifcrnts, while 
the Government authorities are discussing ways and means, and haggUng' about 
the amount of bounty to be given on tiieir dismissal, to enable them to settle 
\yith their famihes, and follow some lawful occupation when they are driven from 
their homes, the grain junks. 

This state of things has now existed for some months, with a continualiy- 
increasmg sense of insecurity, extending from Soo-chow to Woo-sum;, wherever 
these grain-junk men make their appearance. 

The course adopted by the Chinese Government to get rid of the cxpenc^e 
entailed by the services of so large a bodv of able-bodied men, employed for 
generations in conveying the grain collected from these maritime departments, by 
inland navigation, to Peking, without any well-concerted measures for equitably 
settling their claims upon the Government, in whose employment thev have 
been brought up, or means at hand for repressing the disorders consequent upon 
such acts, unfortunately only too aptly illustrates the mixture of imbecility and 
arrogance which so frequently characterize the acts of Clunese officials. 

Nevertheless, unless some remedy is applied, and that promptly, not only 
great mischief must ensue to their own people, but our security is endangered. 

^ This has been brought home to the authorities by the narrow escapcof 
their lives which three of our missionaries have had in one of their excursions. 
On Wednesday the 8th March, a party, consisting of Messrs. Medhurst, Lock- 
hart, and Muirhead, went on a journey to Tsing-poo, about ninety-six Ic from 
Shanghae, for the purpose of distributing tracts. Two of them had visited that 
city several times previously, and it being within the distance that could be 
reached, and the return to Shanghae effected in the prescribed time, it was 
considered, and justly so, within the limits assigned bjrthc port regulations. 

"While engaged in distributing tracts and conversing with the shopkeepers, 
it appears a number of Shan-tung men, Avho navigate the grain junks, then 
lying off Tsing-poo, came behind, pushing, and striving to get a larger number 
of the books than would come to tb.eir share, and also throwing stones. In 
order to prevent any disturbance, the party very properly determined on leaving 
the city, and returning to their boats ; but one of the grain-junk men, in pushing 
past Mr. Lockhart, wiio, with his bade to the crowd, was endeavouring to keep 
his companions from being pressed on, accidentally scratched the face of one of 
the most forward, with the end of his stick— a trivial circumstance, of no other 
importance than that it seems, in the sequel, to have been made the pretext, 
founded possibly upon exaggerated reports, for a murderous attack by another 
party of junkmen. 

They had not got above half-a-mile from the city when they hoard a 
number of people hooting after them, and threatening to beat them ; the party 
consisting of a fresh set of men from the grain junks. 

Armed with poles, iron bars, swords, and one among the rest with a heavy 
iron chain, apparently the ringleader, stripped of his upper garments, began to 
attack and beat the objects of their anger and cupidity, for plunder and murder 
seemed equally in their contemplation. 

After being struck down, their heads laid open with blows from clubs and 
hpes, and otherwise cruelly maltreated and plundered of watches, &c,, the 
ruffian^ determined on taking them to the grain junks, and there either holding 
them to ransom, or taking their lives; as they repeatedly vociferated. When 
approaching the city, it appears a number of poHce runners, and others, mingled 
with the party, and at the city gates finally succeeded in separating the mission- 
aries from the grain-junk men, and conducted thorn to the Clic-heen, who received 
them with courtesy, and provided them with chairs, and an escort to their boat, 
some five miles distant, and thence to Shanghae, where they arrived in safety, 
at 6 o'clock the following morning, but covered with bruises. 

It is quite clear that the same lamentable loss of life as recently occurred 
at Canton, and under circumstances of equal atrocity, but for providential causes 
must have taken place at Tsin^^-poo. I attribute much to the rare example of 
Christian forbeai'ance and temper which seems to have marked the conduct of 
these missionaries froni first to last* This, added to the power they fortunately 
possessed, frpm fluency in the language, of remonstrating and parleying with 
their assailants, seems to have been the means of their preservation. There can 
be no doubt that had they attempted resistance, or had any act of theirs caused 
bipod to flp^j^i they would have been beaten to death on the spot. 
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I have demanded the apprehension and punishment of tlic ringleaders, and 
insisted upon their being brought to Shanghae for identification. I will, by the 
iirst opportunity, communicate further with your Excellency on this subject, and 
report the steps taken to obtain redress, and prevent a recurrence of scenes as 
disgraceful to the Chinese as they are dangerous to us. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) RUTHERFORD ALCOCK. 



Inclosurc 2 in No. 48. 
Notification. 

Shanghae, March 10, 1848. 

HER Majesty's Consul has to regret the occuiTence of a most unprovoked 
outrage on the part of some junkmen, placing the lives of a party of mission- 
aries visiting Tsing-poo in the greatest jeopardy. While engaged in earnest 
eftbrts to secure the apprehension of the ringleaders and provide for adequate 
measures being taken by the Chinese authorities to prevent the recurrence of 
act« alike dangerous to life and injurious to our interests in China, Her 
Majesty's Consul deems it necessary to urge in the strongest manner upon 
all British subjects the prudence of abstaining for the present from any 
lengthened excursions into the country* 

Some 13,000 gmin-junk men are scattered between Soo-chow and Paou-shan, 
hitherto in the employment of the Chinese Government, but about to be 
dismissed without satisfactory or final arrangements having yet been made to 
Iirovide them with means of finding other homes, and in the meantime they 
remain at Tsing-poo and other places, a terror to the peaceable inhabitants, 
whom they plunder and maltreat with impunity. 

The danger of such a state of things to British subjects has been so fully 
shown by the recent attack upon three inoffensive missionaries, who seem 
greatly to have owed their lives to the praiseworthy forbearance they exhibited, 
that it must be obvious no one, with common prudence, can at present visit the 
neighbourhood of these gi^ain-junk men. 

(Signed) RUTHERFORD ALCOCK, Consul 



ISo. 49. 

Mr. Bonham to Viscount Palmerston. --(Received May 24.) 

My Lord, Victoria, Hong Kong^ March 25, 1848* 

IN continuation of my predecessor's despatch of the 18th instant, 
I have now the honour to submit to your Lordship's information copies of two 
despatches from Mr, Consul Alcock, detailing further proceedings that he had 
adopted, in order to compel the Chinese authorities at Shanghae to bring to 
trial 
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the latter, which perhaps, indeed, the comprehensive nature of the former 
renders unnecessary. 

Having been only one day in office when these despatches reached me, I 
thought it my duty to show them to my able and experienced predecessor, and 
to explain to him my own vicAVs on the subject; and Sir John Davis, after fully 
considering the matter, entirely concurred with me in the necessity of i>reventing, 
if possible, any rupture with the Chinese Government; and as it appeared to me 
the Consul's proceedings and demands were calculated to disturb the friendly 
relations heretofore existing with the Chinese authorities at Shanghae, I wrote 
to that gentleman my sentiments on the subject. 

The substance of that connnunication will inform your Lordship that I 
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conceived Mr. Alcock had exceeded the just limits of his authority. Avhile at the 
same time I fully admit that every allowance should be made for the trying and 
embarrassing position in which he has found himself placed. 

It is satisfactory to observe that this outrage on British subjects was not 
committed by the ordinary inhabitants of Slianghae, or of its vicinity, but by 
certain mariners belonging to some grain junks at a distance of thirty miles 
from the Oonsulate. Indeed, it would appear that the injured gentlemen met 
with the sympatliy of the inhabitants, and also received, perhaps^ as much 
protection from the officers of police as it was in their power to afford. 

The Consul on the spot has, doubtless, much better means of judging of 
the temper and intentions of the Taoutac at Slianghae than I can possibly 
■possess with my very limited experience, and at this distance from the scene of 
action, but I confess I am disposed to tliink it may be more difficult than he 
supposes for the authorities to apprehend ten of the principal culprits, who are 
alleged to form a part of a body of some 13,000 men at least, described to be of 
a turbulent character, at all times reckless, without any fixed abode, and at 
present in a state of desperation, arising from causes already reported in 
Sir John Davis*s despatch of the 18th instant. 

Under these circumstances, should this matter not have been brought to a 
conclusion before my letter reaches Slianghae, I am in hopes that Mr. Alcock 
will, on its receipt, take steps for its peaceable adjustment, until I can receive 
your Lordship*s instructions in reply to my predecessor's letters on the subject 
of the Hwang-chu-ke affair, from the tenor of which I may probably be able 
tq form some idea of what your Lordship's views are likely to be relative to the 
occurrences and proceedings now reported. 

Your Lordship will be aware, from Sir John Davis's despatch of 
January 28,* that had I the disposition, 1 am peremptorily forbidden from 
taking any measures of an offensive nature against tlie Chinese, without the 
previous sanction of Her Majesty's Government. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) S. G-. BONHAM. 

P.S. — Since writing this despatch, T find I have time to liave copied the 
two inclosures of Mr. Consul Alcock's latest despatch, dated the IStli instant, 
and therefore forward them for your Lordship's information. S. G. B. 



* Sir Jolc Davis (0 Viscount Palmerstoiu—CIkceiticd March 25. J 
(Extract) Victoria^ Ifonif Kon<;^ Januarf/ 28, 1848. 

On the receipt by tlic mail just arrived of the inclosed despatch tVotn i*)arl Qrayy \l was a j^reat 
satisfaction" to mc to reflect that the anxiety and rcadineris which Jd'yin*:; had evinced t(Mlo what wa^- 
rij»ht, would not render necessary any nteasnro of coercion. In this despatch I an» told that Her 
Mttit'sty's Governnienfc peren)ptoriIy forbid any fnrther offensive operations to be nndertaktin without 
their previous «anct on. I have accordin<,dy recalled tlie application hefoic nuule by nic to Lord 
Hardingo at Major-Genoral d*Aquilar s suggestion^ for an Iiluropcan regiment. 



Inclosurc. 
Earl Grey to Sir John Davis* 

Sir, Domninff'Streety Norcmhev^'^y 1847. 

I HAVK received from the Governor of Ceylon, a despatch dated the 22nd of Septcnibor last, 
communicating io mo an application which had been made to the iMajor-General Conirnamling Her 
Majosty*8. Forces in that island, by Major-Guncral D'Aquilar, for a reinforcement of half a company 
of Artillery, with two iruns, and a proportionate supply of ammunition, to be Iield in readiness to 
be forwarded to Hong Kong, should circumstances render it necessary to undertake any fnrther 
military opciations at Canton. 

I iiave desired the Governor of Ctiylon not to send to I long Kong the rh'tachment for which 
application has been made by Major-General D'Aqnilar, and I have now to signify to yon that Her 
Maje&ty 8 Government perem])torily forbid any furtlier oiTensivc opi-rations to be uiuU-rtaken against 
the Chini*S(j, without tlnsir prcviotis sanction. Her Majesty's (Government arc satisfied that, although 
the late operations in the Canton Kiver were attended with immediate success, the risk of a second 
attempt of the same kind would far overbalance any advantage to be derived from such a step. If 
the conduct of the ChMieso authorities should, unfortunately, render ant>tlier appeal to arms inevitable, 
it will be necessary that it shfudd be made after due preparation, and \yith the employnu'iit of such 
an amount of force as may afliord just grounds for expecting that the objects which may be proposed 
by such a measuro will bo elFectually accomplished without unnecessary loss. 

I have, &'e. 
(Signed) GREY. 
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Inelosurc 1 in No. 49. 
Consul Alcock to Sir J. Davis. 

Sir, Shanghae, March 17, 1848. 

REFERRING to my despatch of the 10th instant, I liave the honour 
to inclose a mass of documents, which have rapidly accumulated in the pro- 
secution of negotiations for prompt and full redress. 

The inclosure marked No. 2 gives the evidence of the three Missionaries 
who were attacked, and in danger of being murdered, in the immediate neigh- 
bourliood of Tsing-poo. These deposititnis clearly establish the feet, that from 
the first arrival of these British subjects in the city, a band of turbulent and 
dissiitisfied grain junk men sought to create a disturbance, thtit they might 
have a pretext for setting upon, and afterwards robbing, if not killing, the 
foreigners, more or less obnoxious as such to all Chinese. 

The evidence further abundantly confirms my first report, that the outrage 
was wanton and wholly unprovoked, and the attack which finally took place 
some time after they left the city, was characterized by all the features of 
savage atrocity which seem to have marked the fatal catastrophe at Canton, 
when six British subjects actually lost their lives ;* and that in this instance their 
escape is to be attributed to no absence of murderous or evil intention on the 
part of the assailants, but to various incidental and unforeseen circumstances of 
a seemingly providential nature. 

I have already reported how they finally escaped such imminent danger, 
and the part played in the rescue by police runners and the Che-heen. 

While the officers were yet in Shanghae who had accompanied them, I saw 
the Taoutae, forcibly represented to him the dangerous character of the outrage, 
and urged him by every consideration of interest and obligation to take the 
most prompt and energetic measiires to guarantee British subjects from a 
recurrence of such lamentable scenes, by the apprehension of tlie chief 
criminals. This he promised to do ; but 1 have strong grounds ibr believing 
that he took no effective steps whatever for many days. 

The attack took place on the 8th instant. On the 9th, early in the 
morning, he was fully cognizant of all the details. On the 10th, to my 
surprise, Mr. Medhurst handed me the letter marked No. 3, received the 
previous evening from the Taoutae. His Excellency writes, that although very 
sorry for what has happened, he was of opinion that the party in going to 
Tsing-poo had infringed the regulations, and congratidating him on his 
fortunate escape; he then explains the dangerous nature of a visitation from 
these junk men to all the inhabitants, and assures Mr. Medhurst that he had 
directed the district Alagistrate, in communication with the officers pf tlie 
fleet, ^^ to apprehend and severely punish the murderous sailors." 

The motive of thus endeavouring to open a communication with the 
injured parties direct, and without the intervention of the Consul, could not he 
doubtful. To affix blame on the injured parties, and cajole them into acqui- 
escence in the policy of letting the affray pass over, he evidently conceived 
possible, if the Consul could be put aside, ancl the affair be treated as a private 
or personal matter of interest- between the Taoutae and Mr. Medhurst, 

In my commimication addressed to the Taoutae the same day, I returned 
the letter, as one which he was not authorized to send and Mr. Medhurst was 
equally precluded from receiving, and rebutted the charge conveyed in it, of the 
party injured having infringed the regulations, I also insisted upon, the right 
by Treaty, of all British subjects w^ithin similar limits, to full and entire protec- 
tion. Prompt redress was again demanded, and I remonstrated against the 
danger entailed upon Biitish subjects by the ill-advised measures of tlie 
Chinese i&overnment, in letting loose a body of 13,000 disbcinded malcontents 
on the surrounding country ; arid urged the necessity for some efficient means 
being adopted, to remedy the evil. 

The Taoutae, in his answer marked So. 5,^ made « Lame apology for his 
deviation from the regular course in addressing Mr. Mtv-Imrst, and in a con- 
cluding paragraph stated he had again written to the grain intendant '^to 
institute strict inquiries after the graiii junk sailors and give them up." 

* Sco *' Pa|)cra rdative to Miirdor of Six Englishmen in the nui;;hbourhood of Canton, in tlic 
month of December 1847," presented 1848. 
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The following day, 12th instant, I deemed it necessary again to address the 
Taoutae^ inclosure No* 6, and inquire if the offenders had been seijied, i)ointing 
out that several days had elapsed, and considering that the parties implicated 
were numerous and must be personally known to the policemen who assisted 
in the rescue, that they were all men in the employment of the Government, 
the appearance of hesitation and delay in their apprehension was a subject of 
deep regret and anxiety, lest a further denial of prompt justice and full redress, 
should compromise our friendly relations ; delay in such a case being tanta- 
mount to a denial of justice. 

It had now become quite evident that there was no disposition to take any 
effective or energetic steps to meet these demands, and that the outrage was 
treated as an affair which would eventually be got over, without the disagree- 
able necessity of putting forth all their powers to seize from the midst of these 
turbulent sailors the guilty parties ; or if at the Avorst, the British Consul was 
not to be pacified by promises, that a declaration of inability to afford redress, 
would only lead to his referring the matter to your Excellency, whence it must 
go to Keying, who having taken a similar line of argument, and having on his 
hands a worse case, so tar as the catastrophe was concerned, might not be 
disposed very severely to blame other authorities in similar circumstances. At 
all events time would be gained ; the grain junk men might be dispersed in a 
few weeks, the offenders be out of reach irretrievably, and effective redress be 
thus rendered palpably impracticable and impossible. 

I had already felt it imperative to issue a notification, inclosed in my 
former despatch, warning British subjects of the danger of any lengthened 
excursions, the first consequence having been thus virtually to narrow the 
limits to the immediate vicinity of Shanghae — a result too consonant with the 
wishes of the authorities to be regarded otherwise than with satisfaction, and as 
an advantage cheaply gained by a little embarrassment and trouble, from the 
unavailing remonstrances of the British Consul. 

It became, therefore, at once a serious question what furtlier steps could be 
taken to enforce attention to my just demands for redress, and thus avoid the 
pernicious limitation, the sense of insecurity rendered compulsory. Beyond this, 
lay another, and still more important question, of vital moment to our interests, 
and deeply affecting our local and political position at this port. A plea of 
inability on the part of the Chiiiese authorities to redress our injuries, is in 
other words a plea of irresponsibility for any outrage to British subjects mihin 
the Chinese dominions, and forms too facile au answer to every complaint of 
violated Treaty Eights, ever to be laid aside, if once admitted as a valid argu- 
ment. Without protection, in the midst of a population which regaids us 
generally with more or less of dislike, and often with a feeling of active hostility, 
there can be no security for life or property, and without prompt and full redress 
for injurv, insult, or violence is to be obtained, there is no protection. If the 
obligation to afford tliis can be evaded on any frivolous plea or pretext, more 
especially on the large and ever ready ground, of inability to control or seize 
their own people, the Treaty is valueless as waste paper, for its most important 
provisions are virtually null and void. Accordingly our resistance to this plea, 
and the difficulty of enforcing responsibility for the protection of life and 
property, form the chief features of our intercourse since the peace, and the 
efforts of the Chinese on the one hand, to establish the nullifying clause of 
inability, and our determination to enforce the opposite principle of responsi- 
bility, as the essential condition of the Treaty, and of all Treaties, is the whole 
question at issue with the Imperial Commissioner Keying, and one which seems 
at the present moment to threaten the necessity fur recourse to active 
hostilities. 

I trust I shall be excused if I dwell upon conclusions so obvious ; but they 
are alUhnportant, and require, especially at this distance from superior autho- 
rities, to be ever kept in view, and acted upon unliesitatingly and firmly by the 
officer changed with the responsible duties of Consul. Vor theft and loss of 
property the plea of inability is generally so plausible from the nature of the 
circumstances, as to be in almost every instance effective. Rarely, indeed, are 
any efforts on the part of the Consul to recover stolen goods, or to procure the 
discovery and seizure of the offenders, followed by success, when cither the one 
or the other depends upon Chinese authorities and their underlings. This is an 
evil of some magnitude ; vigilance and care, however, on the part of the British 
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may keep it Avit])iri some moderate limits ; but let the same rule be applicable to 
acts of violence, or outrage to British subjects, iii open day and frequented 
places, and a residence in China must be limited to the range of our own guns, 
and prove fatal to all hopes of iniproved commercial intercourse and prosi)erity 
in this country. 

These considerations were all forcibly impressed on my mind by the tone 
of the Taoutae, and the character of supineness and indifiference which marked 
his proceedino's. An outrage of the most aggravated, and, indeed, murderous 
character, liad been offered in broad day to three perfectly inoffensive British 
subjects (one an aged man, whose hair is grey),, in the: vicinity of a large city. 
The deplorable state to which they had been reduced by the brutality of their 
assailants, was seen by many thousands. They had been led through the 
crowded streets covered witli blood, after they had been trampled in the mud, 
and their clothes torn off. This outrage^ in all its revolting details, had become 
known to the whole country round, between Tsing-poo and Shanghae. 

My urgent and reiterated efforts to obtain justice were equally known, and 
their inutility canvassed by the population which immediately surrounds us. 
What would be the probable effect of the ultimate escape of these criminals, and the 
refusal of all redress at the hands of the local authorities? 1 do not think there can 
be a doubt in the mind of any one who has ever been in China, that such a result 
was calculated, and that promptly, to exercise the most disastrous influence 
upon our position at this port. To restrict our limits within the narrowest 
bounds ; to expose us to similar outrage, if these were ever exceeded ; to subject 
us to the insults and molestation of those by wliom we are surrounded, from 
which the fear of consequences, and the prestige of our power alone protect us, 
even at Shanghae ; and, in a word, to strip the port of all its advantages as a 
place of residence for foreigners, and convert it into a second Canton. Thesa 
were among the first and more apparent of the consequences which impunity to 
the offenders, and triumph to the authorities in their miserable policy nnist 
bring. 

To avert, if possible, the menaced danger to our best interests, and preserve 
unimpaired all the advantages hitherto legitimately engaged, it was evident that 
neither ordinary exertions, nor the usual course of proceedhig would suffice, and, 
above all, to leave the matter in abeyance during several weeks while reference 
was made to Her Majesty's Plenipotentiary for specific instructions, was to play 
the game of the authorities, and lose certainly, if not irretrievably, all the advan- 
tages it was my duty to maintain, by every means at my disposal. 

Under these circumstances, I have not hesitated to enter upon a course of 
action, for which no instructions could have provided, so unforeseen are the 
circumstances, and exceptional the position in which our interests are placed. 
The measures taken 1 am convinced, are calculated, if not to insure success by 
the ai)prehension and punishment of the offenders, yet effectually to prevent 
any deterioration in our position (unavoidable by any other means that 
suggested themselves), and to enable me to hold the vantage ground unimpaired 
until your Excellency shall have the opportunity of giving full consideration to 
all the circumstances, and determining upon such measures as may appear best 
adapted to meet the difficulty. 

On the 13th instant, five days after the attack had taken place, the Taoutae 
had obviously done nothing ; he said he had written and had sent chai-yuh, or 
policemen, but had received no information, and scarcely expected any. 
Finding remonstrance and entreaty equally fruitless, I announced to him my 
conviction that nothing effective had been done or attempted, and urging in the 
strongest terms upon his attention the serious prejudice to British interests 
which resulted, 1 notified to him that I would stop all payment of duties 
for British ships, until full satisfaction should be obtained ; that no grain junk 
should leave the river in the meantime^ and that if in forty-eight hours 
the chief offenders were not apprehended, I would adopt such other measmes 
as the due enforcement of our Treaty Bights might seem to demand. This 1 
subsequently communicated to him in writing in my official communication 
marked No. 7, and immediately issued the notification inclosed, marked 
No 8, announcing the untow^ard progress of the negotiations, and the stoppage 
of the ships* duties. I communicated at the same time the steps taken to the 
other foreign Consular Agents, as ivill be seen by inclosure No. 9, and to 
Captain Pitman, commanding Her MaJQs(;y*s Ship ^^ Childers," in the inclosed 
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letter N"o. 10, placing before liim tlie gravity of the questions involved, and 
requesting his active co-operation to enforce any demands for justice and 
redress. 

I believe this, after mature deliberation, to be the only course of action 
adequate to the exigencies of the case, and felt at the same time that, having 
entered upon it, to retrace my steps or talter in the way, would be impossible, 
without wholly compromising Britisli interests at this port. 

I was not,, however, prepared, having consulted or communicated with no 
one, for the general and unanimous concurrence of opinion spontaneously 
conveyed to me by the inclosed letters marked 11, 12, and 13, from the 
principal British residents, the foreign Consular Agents, and the commander 
of Her Majesty's 'Ship "Childers," who liad fortunately arrived the previous 
evening with his ship. 

My answer to the letter of the British residents, marked 14, placed before 
these parties the chief grounds for the measures taken, and the cordial manner 
in which these were approved, as regarded their respective interests, by the 
foreign Consular Agents (further recorded in the minute No, 15), gave 
me satisfactory assurance that the course adopted would at least furnish no 
subject of complaint to other powers. 

While these communications were taking place, I received a joint private 
letter from the Sub-preK *t and District Magistrate, inclosure No. IG, 
adverting to my interview with the Taoutae, on the morning of the 13th instant, 
the chief purport of which was* no doubt, to intimidate me by fears of a 
popular tumult, intimating their inability to protect me, knowing full well, 
of course, my exposed and isolated position^ living with my family in the 
centre of the city, ostensibly they treated all that had passed with the Taoutae, 
as the ebullition of anger, and proposed coming tlie next day to talk the matter 
over with me. To this letter, the tone and the tenoj- of wliich were alike 
unsatisfactory, I made no reply, but sent my card with a message that 1 was 
engaged, and could not receive them. 

The foreign Consuls at Shanghae the following day called upon me in 
a body, to inform me that tlie Acting Consular Agent of the United States had 
been waited upon by a Wei-yuen from the 'J'aoutae, to represent the 
impossibility of his causing the offenders to be seized in the short limit of forty- 
eight hours, and to request that they would use their, joint influence, that 
it might be extended to a period of ten days. 

The foreign Consular Agents repudiated any extension for so long a 
period, and I consented to wait twenty-four hours longer, on condition that his 
Excellency himself made the request at the Consulate, and would undertake to 
produce the offenders at the expiration of this prolonged period. 'J'hc minute 
already referred to, marked No. 15, was drawn up on the spot, as a record of the 
perfect unanimity of the whole Consular corps. 

This being notified to the Taoutae by the French Consul and his colleagues, 
I received the visit of his Excellency the following morning, and Mr. Parkes the 
officiating Intrepreter, having been dispatched up the river in the direction of 
Tsing-poo, to obtain some needful information in reference to ulterior steps, 
the Keverend Mr. Medhurst was requested to officiate as Interpreter, and his 
services were rendered with great good temper and eilect. 

The inclosed minute, marked No. 17, will show that the only plea of 
the Taoutae was iiiability to cojnply with my demand. He stated that he could 
only call upon others to act, and if they did not do so, there was no remedy, 
He declined entering into any promise, even if the time of ten days, wOiich he 
had indicated as necessary, w^ere conceded, that the chief offenders w^ould 
bft forthcoming, adding he had done, and would do his best, but could 
undertake nothing further. He had not yet heard from Tsing-poo, in answer 
to his letters, or by his messengers, probably because it was found difficult 
or impossible to do anything. In I'cference to the measures already taken or 
in contemplation by the Consul, his Excellency stated that he was but the 
Taoutae here, and whether the duties and the grain junks were stopped, or 
expenses entailed for detention of ships of war, or any other measure of 
this nature were taken, it was a matter for liis Government, he could say 
nothing and do nothing to decide the question at issue, 

i contented myself with enforcing by every argument the justice and 
moderation of my demand, and the imperative necessity for redress being 
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afforded. It was very obvious that remonstrance and argument were alike 
useless. I therefore merely notified that I should hold him as the chief 
authority and representative here, responsible for any expense, loss, or damage, 
that might ensue by the detention of vessels, or other causes incident to his 
denial 6^ redress ; and adverting to the joint letter of the Sub-Prefect, and 
Che been, commented briefly upon the bad taste oi' their menaces, and my 
determination to remain with my family in the city, satisfied that I might do 
so without fear or danger, and well assured that the consequences of any 
outrage upon Her Majesty's Consul in his position, would be too immediately 
and seriously felt by the inhabitants and city of Shanghae, for any such acts to 
be contemplated. 

Although I had distinctly stated that I would seek to enforce my just 
demand by no acts of violence, I repeated the communication made to him on 
the 13th instant, that if any insult, injury, or molestation was offered to a 
British subject, I would immediately summon all the armed vessels at Woosung 
to the upper anchorage, and if violence were offered, it should be promptly met 
and resisted from whatever quarter it came, and for the consequences his 
Excellency would be responsible. 

Nothing could be more unsatisfactory than this interview, and I took leave 
of him with a painful impression of his impracticability, a question arising as 
to what part of this might, under the circumstances, be put on for the occasion, 
as the most baffling policy. 

Something of this no doubt there was, for the evening had not paf^sed 
before I received a communication, marked No. 18, announcing the non-arrival 
of information from Tsing-poo, and the dispatch of the Sub-prefect, the civil 
officer next in rank to himself, with orders to proceed in all haste to that place, 
and in conjunction with the local authorities sei>!e the offenders. 

Either he had therefore some hope of seizing these men, or this step, 
which I had suggest' ;d, was merely taken as a blind for the purpose of gaining 
time. The result will show, but I am far from sanguine. 1 believe that tlie 
proceedings of the whole of the authorities of this province have been so 
impolitic, not to say unprincipled, that they have raised in these juik men a 
band of malcontents so formidable by their number (some 20,000 I am assured), 
that until they are themselves threatened with destruction by the evil they have 
created, no adequate effort will be made to relieve the peaceable inhabitants 
from the terrible penalty of being plundered by these marauders with impunity, 
for they are at open feud with all the authorities. On the contrary, if my 
information be correct, they coolly contemplate allowing these lawless bands to 
feed upon the country, and if they muster in large -enough bands, to sack 
villages and towns for a i)eriod of eiglit months, at the end of which time they 
will again take them into their employment and transport the grain as here- 
tofore by the same expensive process inland, as the only compromise they can 
devise. 

The only doubt thrown upon the accuracy of this estimate of the aclunl 
state of things seems to be a report, that not long ago when clamouring for ))ny, 
or a bounty on dismissal, larger than the authorities wore prepared to give, 
these junk men threatened to murder the treasurer at Soo-chow, upon M'hiclt 
the Lieutenant-Governor sent out, and seizing the first twenty, had their hoads 
struck off without delay. If a strong-lianded measure of this nature luxs lately 
been taken, then have they miserably played with us in respect to these 
offenders whom I have demanded. 

The truth seems more probably to be midway. The Taoutae cannot compel 
the Military Commandant here, who is not immediately under his orders, to 
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Che-heen again at Tsing-poo, is without any very large physical means, and as 

to seize jiink men for an outrage offered to foreigners, is a peculiarly obnoxious 

and unpopular duty, he falls back upon his superiors for assistance, and says he 

has not the means. In the interval, the junk men not only escape with impunity, 

but probably feel that if the opportunity occurred again to-morrow to repeat 

their brutality, they would not fail to profit by it— only taking better care to 
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leave no one alive to give any evidence, or stir up the British authorities 
against them. 

The Lieutenant-Governor may have the means of moving a force adequate 
to the duty of seizing the oftenders among the division of junks at Tsing-poo 
(consisting of thirty-seven junks, and probably mustering some 700 men, as 
Mr, Parkes by personal observation has accrtaincd), but to report this affair in 
all its details to the superior autliority, and involve that ofticer in tlie 
disagreeable necessity of a hostile collision with this formidable class of junk 
men, who, as it is, are a serious cause of anxiety to all the local authorities, 
would probably cost the Taoutae his office and his baton, and therefore as this 
is,about the worst that can happen, he will at least defer the evil day, if it is to 
come, and face as he best may any coercive means t may have at my disposal 
here, 

I ani very thoroughly persuaded that this is a close approximation to the 
truth ; and looking at our chances of redress, or security from renewed outrage, 
under this aspect, I come to the conclusion that neither the one nor the other 
are attainable through the present Taoutae. if he were removed, another 
might succeed in obtaining the culprits, because, having no responsibility for 
the origin of the difficulty, he might employ all his means with energy, and 
apply to his superiors for more, with hope of reward if he succeeded. The only 
danger he could incur would be from want of success. With the present incum- 
bent it is just the reverse ; tlie responsibility rests upon him for the first occur- 
rence of difficulty, and the more he moves in it the greater is the chance of it 
reaching the ears of higher authorities, and the more imminent the danger to 
him of a loss of office. His policy in these circumstances is to endeavour to ride 
out the storm by a declaration of helplessness and inability either to resist the 
measures of Her Majesty's Consul, or to remove the provocation by seizing the 
offenders. 

If thiis' view of his position and plans be, as 1 imagine, correct, even the 
pressure of the strong measures already adopUd nuay fail in obtaining the 
punishment of these junk men, and without this, or some signal act of reparation 
on the siK)t, our position is so deeply compromised, and our security from 
further and continued molestation so slight, that, I repeat, Shanghac will be no 
better than Canton in an incredibly short period. 

Too many incidental circumstances have l^een generally observed in the 
demeanour and acts of the people and authorities, since tlic last catastrophe at 
Canton, for those who have them daily under their eyes to avoid the conviction, 
that our position at tluit port has exercised a most material and prejudicial 
influence upon the minds of both people and authorities, I have long been 
fully convinced, from the result of my observations at all the three port^ where 
I have resided, that Canton and our relations there have the most serious effect 
upon our position at all the other ports, and our standing, witli tlie authorities 
at least, throughout the empire. 

The negotiations upon which I have entered, and tlie compulsory measures 
taken to support them, can scarcely rest where they are, without a compromise 
of security. 

The policy of the Taoutae being to avoid appeal for assistance or 
support from liis superior authorities, it should very obviously, I conceive, be 
ours to carry the afliiir beyond him, cither to his next innnediate superior, the 
Lieutenant-Governor at Soo-chow, or still further to the chief authority of the 
province, the Governor-General at JSTanking, where the presence of a brig of 
war, having a messenger and letter from the Consul at Shanghac, demanding 
redress for an outrage on British subjects, must be well calculated to rouse 
attention to the facts, and to con\pel some energetic steps on the part of the 
Governor-General to put an end to all just cause of complaint, either by the 
seizure of some of the chief offenders, and their punishmoU after identification, 
or the dismissal with disgrace of tlie local authority, whose bad management or 
inability allo>ved the outrage to pass unpunished, and the criminals to escape. 
Nothing short of this can possibly meet the exigency of the case, or afford 
adequate security to our interests at this port. At the present moment, this 
would seem to be the best line of conduct to prevent immediate mischief, and 
the loss of the advantageous position hitherto maintained. 

After mature examination of the present aspect of ailairs, the hopelessness 
of advancing iurther ^yith the Taoutae, who, I am well satisfied, is acting under 
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the worst advice of some subordinates who were with him at Canton, and the 
necessity for attaining the end in view — redress — in whatever of the two forms 
it may come, I am disposed, if no satisfactory intelligence is received in a few 
days, to contemplate the expediency of intimating to the Taoutae my intention, 
in accordance with clauses both in the American arid French Treaties, to address 
myself to the Governor- General at Nanking, putting him in possession of all the 
facts by letter, of which the Interi)reter should be the bearer, and claiming that 
redress which I found it impossible, by any pacific measures, to obtain at the 
hands of the Taoutae. One of the two results so indispensable to our security 
may thus be facilitated or attained ; and failing this it will then only remain for 
Her Majesty's Plenipotentiary to take such other measures as the total exhaus- 
tion of all local pacific efforts may suggest. 

By the IVth clause of the American and French Treaties, it seems to have 
been distinctly recognized, on the part of the Chinese Government, that a right 
of appeal against the local authorities, by direct communication with the 
supreme authorities of the Province, should be reserved to the foreign 
Consuls, and although it may not have been contemplated that a foreigner, or a • 
ship of war would be the bearer of the representation, when the most important 
of our Treaty llights are trampled under foot, and our security at this port 
compromised, it does not appear to me that there is need for much hesitation 
in taking the most direct and only sure means of arrivhig at the legitimate 
object in view. Before taking any further step in advance, however, 1 sliall 
most carefully weigh all the circumstances, and if I move in the direction I 
have intimated, it will only be in the entire conviction that our interests 
imperatively demand such a step. 

I trust very earnestly that the measures already taken in tins most 
harassing and anxious negotiation, may meet with yt>ur Excellency's approval, 
and be ultimately sanctioned by Her Majesty's Government* Too distant to 
refer for instructions, I have been compelied, without delay or hesitation to do 
all that seemed possible with the means at my disposal, and conducive to the 
important end in view* If fear of resi)onsibility had deterred me, I 
conscientiously believe, that long before your Excellency's better judgmont 
could have been brought to bear upon the circumstances, our position would 
have been materially deteriorated, and our security seriously endangered* 
This, it is evidentt is the* earnest conviction of every foreign resident, and of 
all the Consular Agents of other Powers, and the Naval officer on the station. 
Captain Pitman, fully coincides in the same opinion. 

Under any circumstances, should it appear to your Excellency that I have 
unnecessarily exceeded my powers by the steps adopted to protect British 
interests at this port, I still very earnestly hope, that the imi)erative necessity 
of continuing to insist upon reparation of a pul>lic and satisfactory character, 
may be the policy adopted, by whatever means carried out, and that its whole 
influence may be so shaped, that it shall be felt and recognized throughout the 
whole of this province. 

The outrage^ and the measure taken to obtain such reparation, I must 
repeat, are canvassed wherever Chinese meet ; and nothing could be more fatal 
to our prestige and inHuenee here, if negotiation were dropped without redress 
having been obtained. I must trust your Excellency will do me the justice to 
believe, that had 1 consulted my own safety or personal interests in this alfiiir, 
I should have avoided the heavy responsibility entailed by the course adopted ; 
but with the conviction that this freedom would be purchased i)ossibly at iiic 
expense of life and property, and cert-ainly by the loss of advatUagcs our 
interests render indispensable, I cannot feel that I had any alternative. 

The inclosures numbered 19, 20 and 21, will put your Excellency in 
possession of the precautionary measures taken to hold our ground, and guard 
against any disposition on the jmrt of the authorities, to excite trouble or 
disturbance to oiir injury. 

I also thought it right to obtain information as to the general result of tlie 
exct«*sions of the Missionaries into the country, more especially in reference to 
the chances incurred by their preaching, and (listribution of tracts, of collecting 
disorderly crowds, thus endangering the peace, or otherwise giving just cause of 
complaint to the Chinese. 

ilr. Medhurst's answer is, I think, very satisfactory, and I am b(mnd to 
state, that all the information which has reached me tends to the same 
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conclusion, that not the slightest ground for alarm or complaint has ever been 
observed on either side. 

It is true, that without reference to the Missionaries, Avhose knowledge of 
the language, and familiarity with the people, must generally be a great 
protection from annoyance, others, as your Excellency has been informed, have 
not been quite exempt from injury; and if all the circumstances of the last six 
months are brought together and weighed in connection, the menace of a night 
attack by the Canton men and junk men — the stoning and pursuit of two 
gentlemen — ^the Lieutenant-Governor's letter from Soo-chow, holding out 
something very like a menace of similar occurrences as at Canton, if the 
Manillaman was not seized — keeping in view also recent events at Canton, I 
feel it cannot be doubted that there is a growing tendency to mischief, and I 
confess my o>m impression is that it comes from the authorities in the first 
instance. 

Here, there is, unfortunately, no doubt that Canton influence is most 
injuriously brought to bear, Sam-qua, the Canton merchant and Mandarin, 
who has been here for some time, with no official post, nor any very ostensible 
object, has, I know from good authority, been in close communication with 
the Taoutiic, and his influence, as far as it extends, bodes no good, but may 
tend to embroil us with both people and authorities. 

Under these circumstances I would venture to suggest the expediency of a 
steamer being sent up with your Excellency*s despatches, to remain if required 
for a time, until the termination of this affair can be more clearly seen. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) RUTHERFORD ALCOOK. 
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Inclosure 2 in oiJo. 49. 

ON Wednesday, 8th March, a party of Missionaries, consisting of Messrs* 
Medhurst, Lockhart, andMuirhead, went on a journey to Tsing-poo, about 90 Ic 
from Shanghae, for the purpose of distributing tracts* Messrs, Medhurst and 
Lockhart had visited that city several times before ; and it being within the 
distance that could be reached, and the return to Shanghae eftbcted in twenty-four 
hours, it was considered within the limits assigned by the Consular Regulations. 
On their arrival at the city, they proceeded, as their custom was, to distribute 
tracts, which is generally done from house to house among those persons who 
appear able to read. While tlms engaged, a luimber of Shan-tung men, who 
navigate the grain junks belonging to Tsing-poo, came behind the Missionaries, 
pushing and striving to get a larger number of the books than would fall to 
their share, and also throwing stones. In order to prevent any disturbance or 
interruption, Mr. Lockhart proposed to the other two, to go forward a few paces 
and distribute the tracts generally to the shopkeepers, while he kept the crowd 
from pressing fonyard so as to iiiconnnode them, In order to clFcct this, he 
had to stretch out both his hands, which (with a walking-stick he held in one 
hand) reached right across the street. In this manner he moved forward, with 
his back to the people and his face toward the other Missionaries, and succeeded 
in keeping back all but a few boys, who crept underneath and passed lum. One 
of the men, not satisfied with this restriction, endeavoured to push by, and 




grain junks bega.* .^ ,. - ^ , ,- , ^, 

mischief, Mr, Medhurst then turned round, and facmg the mob, asked them 
what they meant by making such a disturbance, desiring to be mformcd who 



books having been distributed, the Missionaries passed out at the Last Oalc on 
their return home. They had not got above half a-mile from the city, however, 
before they heard a number of people hooting after them and threatenmg to 
beat them. On coming up^ it appeared that the party consisted ot a h'csh set 
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of men from tliQ grain jiinks, avIjo had not been seen in the city> and who had 
probably become excited and influenced by^ overstrained reports of what had 
taken place ; these canie on with the most infuriated looks and gestm^es, and 
armed >vith poles, bars, swords, and other weapons; amoh^the rest was one with 
^ heavy iron ^jchain, appjirqiitly the ringleader, who immediately stripped off 
his upper garinents in brdeir to enable him to act the more frerfy, and who was 
brandishing his chain ready to beat the olg fury. The Missionaries then 

began to talk quietly with the men, Jind asked them what they wanted, when 
without further parley, each Qf tKni was attacked in a most furious manner by 
the men just referre^l to. Finding it impossible to make head against such 
numbers tlius armjed, Messrs. Medhiust and Muirhead being free from their 
grasp, ran for their liy^s. Mr. Lockliart, however, was soon found not to be 
Svith tliem, and thcs twp abpye-nam^d returned to endeavour to rescue their 
companion. In the meantime the mob had thrown Mr.Lockhart on the ground, 
and were beating him with tlic heavy chain above described, the blows of wliicli 
were hearcl to some distance. Hq-ppily Mr. Lockhart was enabled to get again 
upon his l^gs, and joining his companions, they all ran as fast as they could 
with the mob after them. The chase was continued for more than a mile in the 
direction of the boat which Inid been left five miles from the city, that the boat- 
men might take rest while the Missionaries went to the city and returned. 
Being unable to run any farther, the Missionaries w^ere overtaken by their 
pursiiers, )vho now came on with redoubled fury, and in increasing numbers, 
cutting off all chance of retreat and surrounding the victims of their attack. 
Here another attempt was made to reason, but in vain. The pursuers 
approached nearer and nearer, with long poles, heavy hoes, having teeth like 
rakes (the iron part of which weighs generally six pounds), and murderous 
weapons in abundance. "While warding off the blows from one of these, as well 
as he could, Mr. Medhurst was struck from behind on the crown of the head, 
with the back of one of the above-named heavy hoes, the blow of which 
immediately stunned him, and he fell flat on the ground. The assailants then 
came up and struck him a number of times with clubs, whilst lying on his face. 
Among the rest one gave him a spyere blow with a blunt sword on the side of 
the knee. The other Missionaries were equally ill-treated, Mr. Muirhead being 
so niuch beaten about t|ie legs that lie was scarcely able to walk, and 
Mr. iockhart received a severe wound on the back of the neck which bled 
profusely. After having beaten thcni until all powqr of resistance was subdued, 
the mt^rauders proceeded to plun^ler them of their w^atches, spectacles, caps, 
and clothes, with whatever else they could lay their hands on. This showed 
that the main object of the attack wa3 to disable the. Missionaries so far that 
tliey could not resist, and then to rob them. It was a great mercy, however, 
that they were not murdered in the process, as anyone of the blows so profusely 
dealt out, was sufticiei^t, if rightly directed, to hayc caused death. After the 
Missionaries were pillaged, tliey were forced to proceed back towards the city, 
and when the least unwillingness >vas manifested, fresh blows were dealt out. 
Messrs. Medhurst apd Lockhar^; being acquainted with the language, endea. 
voured as tljcy were led along, to remonstrate witli their captors, and sought to 
move them by appealing to their feelings or sense of justice, but got only 
blows in returji. On seeing any respectable looking people by the road side, if 
the Missionaries appcalecl to them for help, they got additional blows, and if 
any strangers approached too |ieav, they received blows also. In the meantime 
the mep urged tlie Missionaries along, declaring that they would convey them 
aboard the grain junks, and not let them go without the paynient of 6,000 
dollars a-head. The man tln^t held Mr, tockhart was somewhat softened when 
he heard that he was a surgeon, and had previously healed gratuitously several 
of tiic grain junk men \n Shanghac, The others also, as they approached 
nearer the city, became Jc^s ferocious, and gradually the party was joined by 
others of a different class, who, though they kept fast hold of the Missionaries, 
did not ill-use them. It w^as supposed that som.e of these were from the 
iSIagistrates' office, AVhen.^yithin ^ight of the city, the escort came to a halt, 
tlic one pa-rty wishing to detain the Missionaries there, or carry them off in a 
(fifferent direction, while the other ,pressed them to go into the city ; the latter 
party prpvailed. On arriying aji the gate of the city, several respectable people 
came but an^ endeavoured to assure the Missionaries of their safety, and 
persuade them to go to the office for protection: indeed, throughout the whole 
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affair, the inhabitants of the place manifested the utmost sympatliy with them, 
and sorrow at wliat had oecm^red, and though the square before the office was 
filled with people, not one of them showed the least disposition to insult or 
injure them. By the time the escort reached the city gates, the grain junk 
^men had one by one slunk away, and the Missionaries were left entirely in the 
hands of the office servants. These conducted them to the magistrate, who 
soon appeared, invited them into the visitors' apartment, and after asldng thcni 
to sit down, inquired into the affair. Being informed of the circumstances 
from beginning to end, he proniiscd that the stolen articles sliould be restored, 
and that the men who coiiimitted the outrage should be punished. Having 
then provided chairs and boats to convey the Mis.^ionaries back to their own 
boat, he dispatched two military and two civil officers to escort and protect them 
from further harm. In this way they reached their boat, and linally their 
home in safety, thankful for the preservation of their lives, but smarting 
severely under the wounds and bruises they had received. 

We, Walter ^enry Medhurst, senior, William Lockhart, William Muirhead, 
do solemnly and sincerely declare— (Hero follows the usual form). 

(Signed) W. H. MEDHURST. 

W. LOCKHART. 
WM. MUIRHEAD. 
Thus declared in due form of law, &c. 

(Signed) Rutherford Alcock, (jomxit 



In addition to the above general statement, the folloAving \% an account of 
what happened to myself :— 

At the bridge in front of the small temple where the assault lirst began, I 
asked the men what they wanted: they said wo had IcIHed a man in the city, and 
thisy would now kill us. Then they attacked me, and beat me violently with a 
heavy iron chain, and finally threw me down, when I was trodden upon by two or 
three persons. I struggled forciblj^, and, getting free, lied along the bank of tlic 
canal. 

Wlien in the field, where the second assault took place, after I had been 
struck several times, one man, who was very violent, and had a sliort broad 
sword, took hold of me w^hile I was being beaten l)y others, and said he would 
kill me. He then took me by the hair, and tried to pull me to tlie ground, 
while another tripped up my legs. I thought at tin's time he was going io cut 
off my head, and mentally bade farewell to niy family, supposing I should 
instantly be killed. 1 mus thrown down, but straggled and got on my feet, 
and resisted to the utmost of my strength their efforts lo throw me down a 
second time. I felt convinced, if I was thrown down, that I should not rise 
again. Ayiiile this was going on, a man struck me iVom behind a violent blow 
on the head Avith a club, which inflicted a- Vi^oiind, and alniOHl felled me, but I 
recovered myselt^ and eluded a second blow that was aimed at mo. This was 
the last severe injury I received, for the wound bled profusely, and, as 1 wrung 
the blood from my liair, and showed the man who had hold of me my hands full 
of blood, he prevenied others from striking me on the head, though 1 got 
several blows on the legs and body afterwards. Oh the way bade to the city, 
the men around nie were consulting as to where we should be taken to. I also 
asked where we were going, and what they were intending to do with us. At first 
they said they should take us to the bridge by the temple, and kill us all there. 
They then said we should betaken to the grain junks; and, finally, there was 
ft dispute among theni wliether we should be takeii to the giain-junks or to the 
Magistrate ol* the city, but ihe opinion of the majority seemed to be in favour 
of going to the jiinks. This discussion continued till we arrived at the bridge 
over the city moat or ditch, when the policemen took us from the hands of oiir 
cio us assailants, and escorted^us to the Magistrate's office. 

i, William Lockhart, do solemnly and sincerely declare — (Hero follows the 
usual form of declaration). 

(Signed) A7. LOCKHART. 

Thu3 declared in due form of law, &c, 

(Signed) Rutherford Alcock, Qonml. 

P 2 
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In addition to Mr. Mcsdhurst's general statement, tlip following is an 
account of what happened to myself, to the best of my recollection : — 

At the time we were finally attacked, Mr. Medhurst^ having been beaten in 
the manner he has described, one Of the party came up to me, and gave me a 
severe blow on the legs with a bamboo club, which brought me to the ground. 
While in that state, a number of persons came round me, and began to use 
their various weapons in a threatening nianner, so as to make me apprehensive 
of the worst. Fearing that they would take immediate advantage of my 
position, I attempted to rise, but they forcibly insisted on my kneeling, and 
performing several acts of obeisance to them. I then got up and walked a few 
yards nearer Messrs. Medhurst and Lockhart, when I was beaten as before by 
other assailants, who pulled me down, and, searching my pockets, plundered me 
of their contents, together with various articles of dress. With these they 
appeared satisfied, and their anger was so much abated that, though I received 
one or two blows afterwards with a heavy club, they kept others from injuring 
me to the extent they threatened and attempted to do. Indeed, when the latter 
came up, it was evident that their main object was to rob me, as they were 
greatly appeased by the assurance from myself and my captors that I had no 
more available property. After lying on the ground for some time, I was ordered 
to rise, and proceed back to the city. There was no alternative between doing 
this and suffering severer treatment I thought it better, therefore, at once to 
comply ; and with two or three, who kept firm hold of me, I walked back, 
Messrs. Medhurst and Lockhart following. While returning, I observed a 
number of the grain junk men coming towards us, all armed as the others, and 
with most infuriated looks and gestures. When close upon me, and in some 
instances with their weapons wielded to strike, several of those who had been 
with us from the first ran fonvard, beseeching them not to injure us, and had 
often, in a violent manner, to wrest the instruments of destruction from their 
hands. I could not understand the many things they said to me on the way 
back, but their appearance was such as to assure me I had little mercy to expect 
from them. 

I, William Muirhead, do solemnly and sincerely declare — (Here follows the 
usual form of declaration). 

(Signed) WM. MUIRHEAD. 

Thus declared in due form of law, &c. 

(Signed) Rutherford Algook, Consul 

At Her Britannic Maje$ty*s Consulate at Shanghacy March 14, 1848. 



Inclosure 3 in ISTo. 49. 
The Taoutae to Mr. Medhurst* 



A COMMUNICATION from Hcen the Intondant. 

I learn with astonishment, from a report of the Tsing-poo Magistrate, 
that Mr* Medhurst, with two other gentlemen, Lockhart and Muirhead, had 
been attacked by some grain boatmen, when proceeding to Tsing-poo, to circulate 
good books. Whilst being extremely surprised at this, I consider that your 
taking a trip to Tsing-poo is not in accordance with the provisions of tlio 
Supplementary Treaty. 

The grain boat sailors are men of the most violent and ruthless disposition, 
and pay no resect to laws. Since the time that orders have been issued to send 
the tribute of rice furnislied by Soo-choo, Sung-keang, and Taet-seang, by way 
of the sea, these men are out of employ. 

We are just about furnishing them with the necessaries of life, to send them 
back to their homes, that they may pursue a trade, and not eoUec there in 
crowds, and create disturbance, and shall engage theni next yeoi* to carry the 
rice Ao the capital). 

Whilst taking measures to rid ourselves of them, they made an attack upon 
you before they dispersed. It is fortunate that you, influenced by your superior 
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knowledge, did not oiFer resistance, and that the Magistrate suppressed the riot, 
and in due time afforded you protection. It; howe^^cr, youths of a volatile 
"temperament enter upon a mutual contest, this would produce incalculable 
mischief; and even if the local authorities acted ^vith the utmost ci.erg} to ])ut 
•it down, I am apprehensive they would not succeed. When I reflect upon this, 
my mind is filled with anxiety on that account, and I feel exceedingly dibipiicted! 
I think of you very much, and hope that you are now recovered. 

I have already ordered the Tsing-poo Magistrate to direct, ^vithout a 
moment's delay, his assistants to institute a strict investigation respecting the 
sailors who made this murderous attempt, and bring them to justice, that they 
may be punished most severely ; and I shall not allow this to be deferred a single 
moment. 

Whilst writing this to you, I wish you happiness, and likewise send my 
compliments to Messrs. Lockhart and Muirhead. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 49. 
Qonml Alcock to the Taoutae* 



ALCOCK, Her Britannic Majesty\s Consul at Shanghae makes this 
communication. 

I learn with exceeding surprise, that you, the Honourable Taoutac, have 
addressed a communication to Mr. Medlmrst, on the business which I oiticially 
brought before you on tlie 9th instant. Not only is this wholly unprecedented 
and irregular on your Excellency's part, but an act of discourtesy to 
"myself as the Representative of Her Majesty's Government and the English 
nation at this port. 

It must be known to you, the Honourable Taoutcc, tliat by Article II of 
the Treaty of Nanking, it is expressly provided, that Her Majesty the Queen of 
Great Britain shall appoint Superintendents or Consular Ofllcers to reside at 
each of the five ports, to be the mcdiimi of communication between the Chinese 
authorities and British subjects. Her Majesty has seen fit to appoint me in that 
capacity at Shanghae, and your Excellency is wholly unwarranted by custom, 
the usages of official intercourse in China, and by Treaty, to enter into commu- 
nication with any British subjects oh matters of business, except through the 
medium of Her Majesty's Consul. Your Excellency must permit me further to 
observe, that no proceeding can be more fraught with mischief to the Chinese 
authorities, and injury to the mutual interests of the t>vo nations, than such a 
departure from the course laid down by tlie Treaty, and always hitherto strictly 
acted upon by your nredecessor and your Excellency with advantage. 

I have now the honour to return the comnmnication so irregularly addressed 
by your Excellency to a British subject under my jurisdiction, as one whicli you, 
the Honourable Taoutae, were not authorized in accordance with the T'reaty to 
send to Mr. Medhurst, and he was equally precluded from receiving, by the 
allegiance he owes to his own Sovereign. 

In reference to the puri)ort of this communication, it cannot be necessary 
for me to remind your Excellency, that His Majesty the Emperor of China has 
by Treaty renounced all jurisdiction over British subjects ; if Mr. Medhurst, 
therefore, has infringed the port regulations, or any Article of the Treaty by 
exceeding the limits agreed upon by the Chinese and British local authorities in 
his excursion, he is accountable to Her Majesty's Consul, and not to you, the 
Honourable Taoutee. 

But your Excellency must be perfectly aware, since we together discussed 
the question the day before yesterday, that the three Missionaries in question 
infringed no regulation by going to Tsing-poo. They left Shanghae early on 
Wednesday morning, as tliey are prepared to prove, and would have returned by 
10 o'clock the same night, but for the murderous attack made upon them by a 
mob of miscreants from the grain junks. They had a perfect and unquestionable 
right to extend their excursion to Tsing-poo, or any similar distance, and may 
do so again as often as they see fit, the responsibility of any evil that may 
happen to them, in the enjoyment of this their undoubted privilege as British 
subjjects, rests upon the authorities of the country, and from them extends 
upward to His Majesty the Emperor of China, who ' is bound ])y solemn 1'reaty 
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witli Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain to secure a4 British subjects in tlie 
full exercise of their rights and privileges, and free from molestation. By the 
first Article of the Treaty, the Emperor of China engages that they shall enjoy 
full security and protection for their persons and property within his dominions 
How is good faith kept, if peaceable and inoifensive Missionaries, in broad day 
giving no provocation whatever, are hustled and pelted in a large city, and withm 
two miles are followed and surrounded by Chinese subjects (whom, I repeat 
they never offended), and most cruelly and barbarously wounded and plundered' 
with manifest danger to their lives ? ' 

Your Excellency stated to me the day before yesterday, that there were a 
large number of these junk men, whom the Government sought to dismiss, but 
had not yet arranged the tems, furthermore, that by reason of their number, and 
turbulent character, the authorities could exercise no efficient control over their 
actions* 

This explanation caused me both regret and suri)rise. How is it possible 
that the Government should, deterniine upon throwing out of employment some 
13,000 able-bodied men before they filially arranged satisfactory terms, or 
provided efficient means to repress the crimes and irregularities, surely to be 
anticipated from such a body of disbanded malcontents ? 

So long as the disorders and atrocities of these men were confined to the 
Chinese, I, the British Consul, could hot presume to interfere ; but now that tlio 
lives of English^ien have been perilled by them, and that you, the Taoutae, 
express fears of inability to protect my countrymen from similar outrages of 
these laAvless junkmen, it is my duty as Eepresentative of HerMajesty*s Govern- 
ment here, to inform you, that the Emperor of China, and, therefore, all his 
servants in authority, are under solemn obligation to afford fuil and complete pro- 
tection to Her Majesty's subjects within the Chinese dominions, and that, failing 
this, the Treaty is virtually annulled. Finally, that whether this absence of 
protection arise from bad faith, or weakness, the result is the same, and that no 
Government can claim exemption from Treaty obligations on the plea of 
inability to control their own subjects, and at the same time require the Power 
in alliance with them to observe any of the conditions of such Treaty. 

I, therefore, call upon you, the Honourable taoutae, to afford full and 
prompt redress for the grievous injury ihiBicted upon three British subjects, by 
causing the chief crimiiial^ to be apprehoncled, and brought to Slianghae that 
they may be identified, tried, and punished according to law ; and, further, to 
take such effective measures for the better protection of tier Majesty^s subjects, 
residing within your circuit, as shall afford ftmple guarantee that ?^iiriilar outrno'cs 
shall hcit rectih ^ 

Permit ihe to add, in conclusion, that your Excellency*s responsibility, and 
the obligations of His Majesty the Empctor of China, render it imperative that 
there should be no further delay in fiiially and satisifactorily Settling with, and 
dispevsing these junk men to their rfesj^i3ctive destinations ; and tJmt if it bo a 
(Juestibn of money, risk is imminently iiiciirrcd tiy every day's creky, t say it 
with sincere regret, of such injury to British subjects and iirbpeiiy as may entail 
demands for reparation fiir more costly to the treasury than ih6 payment of these 
discontented and disorderly Sailors. 

I make you this communication to which I beg you will give yoUr careful 
consideration, and send meaii early answer, 

March il, 1848. 



Inclosure 5 in No, 49. 
The Taoutae to Consul Alcock. 



HBEN> by Imperial appointment, Superintendent of Maritiriie Customs, 
Iritendant of Circuit^^&c^, make^ this cominunifcation in reply, 

I have just received the official communication of ybu> the Honourable 
Consul, requesting me to seize the graiii junk sailors of Tsing-poo, aiid inforin- 
ing hie that I ought hot to have addressed a note to Mr. Medhurst, &c. 

Upon a careful perusal of your letter, it appears to me tliat yon, the 
Honourable Consul, in your views of official matters, indeed carry your care- 
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fulness to a great extreme. My motives; however^ for addressing Mr, Medlmrst 
were the following. 

In the 23rd year (184:3)^ when I^ the Intendant^ was at Shanghac assisting 
in the arrangement of commercial affairs^ I had constant comnuuiicatiou ^vith 
Mr. Medhurst on official matters, and thus in some measure formed his 
acquaintance. Subsequently, in consequence of my appointment to the 
Intendancy of Ohin-keang-foo, and Chang-chow-foo, a sqoaration of several 
years ensued, when last year, on my return to Shan^'hae, Mr. Medhurst paid me 
a visit at my office ; but as he was no longer an Assistant Officer, and therefore 
there being no communication to be held between us, fearing that inconveniences 
might arise therefrom, I never returned his call. AVhcn, however, I heard 
the other day, that he had been attacked and wounded by tlie sailors of the 
grain junks, firstly, in consequence of our old acquaintance, and secondly, 
because the outrage was conunitted in my jurisdiction, I felt exceedingly 
anxious on his account^ and deemed it only proper to send a messenger to make 
inquiries after him. But then fearing again that some mistake might be made 
in delivering the message, I added to it a note, and lluis conveyed my inquiries 
after him. But I had not tlie least idea of having any underhand communica- 
tion with him on official matters, and in future will never again address liirn a 
note on any subject. 

With regard to the grain junk sailors, I, the Intendant, yesterday again 
wrote officially to the Grain Intendant, requesting him to give strict oi'dcrs to 
the officer of the addition of junks to institute immediate inquiries after them, 
and give them up. 

A necessary communication. 

Taoukwang, 28th year, 2nd monl-h, 7th day. (March 11, 1848.) 



Inclosure 6 in Ifo. '19. 
Consul Alcocic io the TaoiUae, 

ALCOCK, Her Britannic Majesty's Consul at Shanghac makes tliiscounnu- 
nication in reply, 

I have received your E.KCcllcncy's rc])ly to my connnunication of the 11th 
instant, I am surprised and concerned to learn tliat as late as yesterday 
evening, the criminals had not arrived. Considering that when yc^'i, the 
Honourable Taoutae, wrote to me, three wliole dcays liad elapsed sii jc tlie 
outrage was committed, that the parties implicated ^vere seen by liundrcds, and 
mustbeknoM'n to the policemen ^^llo assisted in the release of the British 
subjects so cruelly maltreated, and finally, that all the junk men arc employed 
in the service of the Chinese Governmejit, I cannot but remark this ap[)( - ranee 
of hesitation and delay in their apprehension with deep regret and anxii , > lost 
a further denial of prompt and full redress should compromise our tnundly 
relations, I must remind your Excellency that delay in sucli circumstances is 
tantamount to a denial of justice. I write again, therefore, to know if the 
chief criminals have been seized, and the property stolen recovered, and request 
that your Excellency will send mc an innnediatc reply. 

I take this opportunity of reporting to you tlie arrival of Her Majesty's 
ship ^' Childers," and further acquainting you that the arrival of Her Majesty's 
ship ^MUspifigle" may be shortly expected from "Ningpo, 

A necessary communiccation in reply, 

March 12, 1818. 
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Inclosurc 7 in Jfo, 49. 
Consul Alcock to tJto TtioutaCi 

ALCOCK, Her Britanuie Majcsty^s Consul at Shangluic, makes this 
communication. 

The ringleaders in the late unprovoked and murderous attack upon British 
subjects, I am informed, have not yet been seized. 

I repeat that delay under these circumstances can only be considered as a 
denial of justice, and refusal to afford reparation for an injury of the gravest 
nature. It is now, therefore, my duty to inform your Excellency, that between 
nation and nation it is a recognized law when an injury is inilicted, for which 
reparation is refused, tlie nation aggrieved may do itself justice when it cannot 
otherwise be obtained. 

The course you, the Honourable Taoutae, have adopted, leaves me )}o 
alternative but to see the higliest interests of my nation sacrificed, or to 
act upon this rule, and take such measures as this unforeseen conjuncture may 
render necessary to protect Her British Majesty's subjects from the consequences 
with which they are threatened by the impunity hitlierto enjoyed by these 
criminals. 

If ten of the ringleaders arc not in Shanghae within forty-eight hours from 
noon tliis day, for trial and punishnent, I am prepared to take other steps to 
obtain that reparation you, the Honourable Taoutae, will have refused. 

In the meantime, and until full justice has been obtained, no payment of 
duties for British ships can take place to the Custom-house, nor can it be per- 
mitted that tlie grain junks now in the river leave the port; and I trust you, the 
Honourable Intendant, may see the prudence of forbidding tbem to make the 
attempt. I am compelled to adopt these extreme measures from the serious 
danger which your denial of justice entails upon British life and property, and 
tlic urgent necessity for immediate and full redress. 

If your Excellency's plea of inability were accepted, there is an end to all 
responsibility on the part of the Chinese Government and authorities for any 
outrage or atrocity that might be committed, and no guarantee afforded by f he 
Treaty could be of the slightest value. 

I entreat you the Honourable Intendant while it is yet time, to put an end 
to this most unto>vard state of affairs, by producing the criminals : but if this 
be not done, it only remains for me to announce to you, the Honourable 
Intendant, my firm determination to spare no means at my disposal, to redress 
the injury inflicted, and should further insult, molestation, or injury, be oflered 
to British subjects, I will summon every British ship within reach, to the 
anchorage, and if violence to life or property be offered, it shall be resisted, 
and the consequences rest on your Excellency's head, whose acts have been 
the cause of all that may follow. 

A necessary communication. 
March 13/1848. 



Inclosurc 8 in No. 49. 
Notification. 

Shanghae, March 13, 1848. 

TJIB refusal of ihe Chinese authorities to aflbrd redress for the murderous 
assault upon three British subjects, by the seizure of the chief offenders; leaves 
Her Majesty's Consul no alternative but to adopt extreme measures, or permit 
the security of his countrymen, and the interests of the nation, to be seriously 
compromised. 

Every amicable means, therefore, having failed, Her Majesty's Consul has 
given his Excellency the Taoutae forty-eight hours from this day, at noon, to 
produce ten of the ringleaders in the attack^ failing which, such other steps will 
be taken as may appear expedient, to compel the reparation required. In tlic 
meantime, and until full satisfaction has been obtained, it has been notified to 
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l!ie authorities, tliat no Custom-hou.^e duties will be paid (or British sliips : tht^ 
consignees, or other parlies, will in each case he called tipon to enter into an 
undertaking at the Consulate, to pay the amounts respectively due, whenever 
called upon by Her Slajesty's Consul 

Security to life and property, and the ]>est interests of the commerce of 
Western nations g-nerally, Aviih Shanghae, are at stake, and If no redress 
he obtamed for so brutal and unprovoked an outrage upon peaceable forei^-ners 
all tbe great aclvantages hitherto enjoyed at this port may be lost at^'oncc' 
Her Mojesty\s Consul accepts the responsibility of his present course, therefore! 
nv the hrm conviction that whatever danger or inconvenience may attend 
the measures he is compelled to adopt, greater still must overtake the 
community it either timidity or hesitation be shown. 

(Signed) KD^lTEllFORD ALCOGK, 

Her Britmnic Majesty's Consul 



Inclosure 9 in '^o. 49. 
Circular. 

Shanghae, March 14, 1848. 
llEFEliRTi^G to the circumstances of a daring outrage upon British 
subjects, which I brought under your notice yesterday the 13th instant, 1 have 
now the honour to inclose a copy of the oiFicial communication addressed to the 
Taoutao of that date, in which the chief offenders are peremptorily demanded 
within forty-eight hours, and such further measures as the circumstances 
render necessary, are notified, to warn his Excellency of all the conseoucnccs he 
may draw upon himself by his refusal to afford redress for so grave ainnjury. 

It has alforded me much satisfaction to find that, on the view taken of the 
consequences to be apprehended from a tame acquiescence in this infraction of 
our Treaty, and the course upon Avhich I have entered to vindicate our 
guaranteed rights to compel the Chinese authorities to aflurd reparation, there 
is no dissentient opinion among the representatives of foreign Powers at 
Shanghae, 

^ This to me is the more satisfactory, being well assured that it is not only 
British subjects who arc interested in the steps taken, but that a questio*n 
is involved, affecting the security of all foreign residents at this port, and their 
immunity not only from outrage and insult, but robbery and murder. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) RUTHERFOKD ALCOCIC. 



Inclosure 10 in JTo. 49. 

Consul Alcoclc to Commander Pitman* 

Sir, Shanghae, March 14, 1848. 

IN reference to the subject of our verbal communications of yesterday j, 
I have now the honour to inclose for your information and guidance copies ol' 
certain documents bearing upon the late serious outrage experienced by three 
inoffensive British subjects. 

^ liy the inclosed declaration from the parties attacked, it will no doubt be 
obviaus to you that the wanton and wiiolly unprovoked attack was charac- 
terized by all the features of savage atrocity which seem to have marked the 
tiital catastrophe at Canton when six of our countrymen were murdered; that in 
tliis instance tliey escaped with their lives can only be regarded as one of those 
providential occurrences by which men are sometimes saved, contrary to all 
probability. The immediate instruments of their rescue, after they had for 
more than an hour incurred all the chances of murder, and during which they 
w.ere, repeatedly struck down, wounded and cruelly beaten, appear to have been 
.some of thie police of the place, who managed to separate them from the grain 
junk men, their assailants. 

Q 
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The only cliffereneo to be traced between the two cases is> fortunately for 
our countrymen^ the escape from d<}ath, repeatedly menaced, and perhaps the 
absence of any peculiar local cause for hostile animus* A difference very 
important in reference to its bearing, upon our interests and security at this 
l)ptt, and coupling the circumstances of this assault in broad day, with the attack 
upon the whole settlement so lately menaced, and the bad faith or imbecility 
shown by the authorities in seizing the o^ifenders, men well known, under a 
responsible officer and in the pay of ihe Government, I am strongly impressed 
with the conviction that, unless redress be obtained by the immediate seizure 
and punishment of the ringleadiTS, our best security for that immunity from 
molestation, which has hitherto been so valuable and important in its influence 
upon all our interests, will be lost. -Security to life and property seem to me 
imperatively to require justice, should be obtained, and if need be, enforced 
^vilh a strong hand. Keeping in view the unsatisfactory state of our relations 
at Canton, rendering, this port, in every sense, doubly valuable to us, I see no 
alternative but to adopt such measures as may seepi best calculated to compel 
reparation, or see Shanghae in a few ^veeks, or months, become a second 
Canton to all foreign residents. Time will not permit me at the present 
moment to furnish you with all the grounds for tliis opinion ; but it has long 
been my deliberate and matured conviction that our immunity from, injury and 
enjoyment of personal advantages here were held upon no better tenure than 
the fear of consequences, our means of inflicting punishment enabled us to 
maintain : timidity or hesitation, in the present instance, therefore, would inevit- 
ably bring down upon us worse evils than I conceive likely to follow any display 
of force to do ourselves that justice we cannot otherwise obtain. With these 
views, having also had the satisfaction of learning that I might count upon 
your co-operation and effective assist«ance, you will see by the inclosed copy of 
a letter to the Taoutae, dated the 13th instant, that I peremptorily demanded 
the.scizurc often of the ringleaders within forty-eight hours, and notified tlic 
stoppage of all duties on Britisli ships, and my intention to prevent the sailing 
of a large fleet of grain junks in the pay of the Government conveying rice to 
I*ekin, until full justice had been obtained. 

Ah you were yourself witness to the unanimity which the Representatives 
of all the foreign Powers who have Consular Agents at Shanghae manifested 
in cordially expressing their entire concurrence in the necessity of these 
measures, I need not enter into further details. I will merely add that so far 
as I am informed there is a very general feeling among the foreign community 
that their best interests arc at stake, and can only be efl^iciently protected at 
the present moment by firm and determined measures. I inclose copy of nijr 
notification of yesterday's date. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) KUTHERFORD ALCOOK. 



Inclosure 1 1 in No. 46, 
Letter from British Residents at Shanghae. 

Sir, Shanghae, March 14, 1848. 

ADVKRTING to the notification issued yesterday afternoon from 
the ]iritish Consulate, respecting the recent brutal outrage upon three 
unoffending British subjects, the Undersigned, impressed witlr the importance 
of this indication on the part of a lawless set in the cinploy of the Chinese 
Govenunent, and the marked significance lent to tins event by the recent 
melancholy occurrence in Canton^ so much vaunted by the^ ill-disposed in this 
neijghbourhood, cannot refrain from giving expression to their satisfaction at 
the energetic measures adopted to obtain i^enary redress from the Chinese 
authorities and to assure, you of the entire confidence with which tliey find 
their interest** placed under your guardianship. 

Wnder the firm conviction that the tranquillity hitlierto enjoyed at this 
port would he eminently emperilled by pcniiitting the Chinese authorities to 
evade the fulfilment of their duty Jon this occasion, wo would respectfully offer 
you such support as the assurance may aflRord you of our readiness to submit to 
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anj inconvenience which, in tlic cnorgelic protection of our pcrniunout interests, 
vdu may find yourself compelled to demand of us. 
'A\''e have, &o. 

(Signed) K. R. ALVCKlSITJilE. ADAM SYICES. 

3f. G. LIVDSGSTOIs'. IIIX ASPIN ALL. 

A; F. CllOOM. U'J\ B. ULLET'r. 

HENllY H. IvENJfEDy. T. PYKE. 

WiVr. HUTCKlSOiS-. D. SILLAR. 

AVM. HOGG. jr. j\L ]\I. GRAY. 

JOHN STEWART. CRAAMill^ WriLSON. 

JAS. WHITE. GEORGE IJEMSOK 

THOMAS PLATT. ED. H. LISVIxV. 

A. BOA\^\rAF. J. AYILKS, .Jim. 

F. P. WA'J^SON. J'. R. WiLDMAK 

WM. WARD BROWS. AV. G. ASPIJJALL. 

W. PYKE. ■\\^r. '.niORBUUl^". 

D. POTTER,. WM. llARGREAAnSS. 

THOS. MOifCRUDl?!?. JOim SCARTH. 

C. D. MACKENZIE. GEO E. GREEJT. 

GEO. y. HU1^,13RTS0F. 
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Tnclosure 12 in Ifo. 4{». 
The Consuls of Foreign Powers al Blunujhup to Consul Akook. 

Shamjhnv, lo 12 Mars, 184S. 

A LA suite do reiitroviic ii laqucUc vous ncuis avcz Init riioniiciu' do nous 
coiivoquer cc jourd*lnn, pour nous donnor connais.sanco do I'atienlat conimis oji 
plein jour par Ics ChinoiSj contrc Irois lionorablcs ct paihibles snjcts do Sa 
Majcsld Britauniquc, qui dangoreusenicnt l)lessc\s, n'onfc cchai)pfo a la niort que 
par unc sortc do miracle, ct dos duniarchcs quo vous aviez iailcs pour en 
obtcnir une promptc ct cntiftrc b-afcislaclion ; 

Ifous avons cru devoir nous rounir, a Pellet : 1, do nous conccrter sur la 
gravite des circonstances que vous nous avc/. soumiscs ; 2, do repontlrc Ji voire 

communicalion, 

inevitables d*uno 
il Tavenir la vie 



Aprcis avoir attenfcivemcnt examine los consequences in( 
pareillc infraction aux 'rraites, ct le dang'cr dans lequcl scrait Ji 




2xlri^me 

prudence dc vos d-marches et reclamations pros de son lixccllence .Ic Taoulae, 
ct les fins dc nou reccvoir, rindifterence, dc cctte autorite ; 

Consid(5rant, que ^attentat commis centre MM\ Mcdburst, Lockbart, ct 
Muirbead, avait 6t6 pr<5c(5d(5 d'une menace, faile il y a deux mois, d*attaquor et 
de piller les maisons EuropcJcimcs ; ([uc cctte tentative de meurtre est d'ailleurs 
de la memc nature, ct la consequence naturcUe des meurtros de Canton ; 

Considcrant, que cefc attentat, commis aujourd'hui sans aucune provocation, 
contrc des sujctiJt de Sa Majestc Britannique, pent I'eire domain, conire (raufrcs 
residents ctrangers Jl Sbangbai ; que, par cons6(iuent> il y a danger ])our tons, et 
(|ue c'cst unc cause commune que vous dc^lende/, M. le Consul, avec taut 
dc prudence ct d'honorablc eucrgie ; 

Considdrant, d'ailleurs, que ce n^est qu^aprOs cinq jours de demarcbcs et de 
vaines r(ScIamations pr6s de son Excellence le Taoutae, que vous vous fites vu 
dans l»alternative, ou dc laisscr cJclmppcr les coupables, et par conscUiuent 
l*outrageimpuni,ou dciixer commc dernier ultimatum nn d61ai de quarantc-huit 
heures^pour Jeurarrivec il Shanghai et lour miso en Jugement. 

Nous avons cru do notre devoir, M. le Consul, non-seulement dc donner 
par icc8 prcscntes notrc pleine ct enti(>re jipprobation h vos ^ actcs dans 
cctte deplorable affaire, mais encore dc coniirmer cctte approbation, en nous 
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pas le juste chaliment des coupfibles, que vous r^damiez depuis dnq jours, par 
<lcs demarches nou avenues et sans aucun resultat. 

ilous souhaitons sincfirement, M. le Consul, que notre franche et 
lojale approbation, ainsi que nos efforts prds de son Excellence le Taoutae, vous 
.aident dans la noble cause — ^le droit des gens — que vous defendez avec taut de 
prudence et d^energie, et que les bons rapports qui existaient entre vous et Ics 
autorit<Ss Chinoises soieiit promptement retablis. 

(Signed) C. DE MONTIGNY, 

Consul de France a Shanghae, 
E. W. BATES, 

United States of America Considar Agent. 
JOHN STEWART, 

Consul de Belgique a Shanghae, Chine. 



Inclosure 13 in ISo. 49. 
Commander Pitman to Consul Alcock. 



Sir, « Ckilders;' Shanghae, March U, 1S48. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of tliis date, 
with inclosures, and in reference to it, and the verbal communications of 
yesterday, I hasten to assure you that I most fully concur in all the steps you 
have taken to obtain full redress for the most unprovoked and savage attack 
on the three English Missionaries at Tsing-poo. 

I cannot for a moment suppose the authorities will allow such a gross 
outrage on British subjects to pass, without giving immediate reparation by 
bringing the ringleaders to Shanghae for punishment. Should such not be the 
case, 1 am quite ready to act with the force that I may have at my disposal, in 
any way that may be considered for the safety of the foreign community, and 
for the honour of the British Hag and interest. From all that has taken place, 
and the evident reluctance on the part of the Taoutae to cause the perpetrators 
of this outrage to be apprehended, I have deemed it my duty, under existing 
circunist^nces, to order Her Majesty's sloop *' Espiegle *' to this ancliorage, to 
co-operate with me, if necessary. Having been witness to the unanimity of the 
other Consular Agents at this port, that they most cordially agree in the 
necessity of the measures adopted by you, I niost sincerely congratulate yon, 
not only that you had their full concurrence, but also that of all the foreign and 
British subjects at this place, and that the steps you have taken are for their 
safety and best interests. 

I have made all the necessary arrangements in my power to move up the 
river with Her Majesty's sloop, under my command, should it be necessary to 
take such urgent measures, but I trust I shall not be called upon to do so, and 
you may rely upon my warm support in co-operation with you in every way. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. C. PITMAN. 



Inclosu'*'? 14 in No. 40. 
Comul Alcock to the British Residents at Shanghae, 

Gentlemen, Shanghae^ March 15, 1848. 

I HAVE received with great satisfaction and pleasure your letter of the 
14th instant. Under the circumstances of peculiar difficulty in which we are 
placed, it cannot fail to be gratifying to me to know that you see and feel 
with me the paramount importance of a firm and determined stand being made 
to obtain that justice, which the Chinese authorities have hitherto shown them- 
selves so averse to render. 

There can be no security for life or property where the authorities either 
will not or cannot punish those who put both in peril. The plea of inability to 
seize the offenders in the present instance, if admitted, at once relieves the 
Chinese authorities of all responsibility for any outrage or violence that may 
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be offe ed foreigners, and the same argument first used to limit our excursions; 
Avould suffice, if carried out to its legitimate conclusion, to confine every foreign 
resident to his own house, without providing for his safety even there. 

I do not know what immediate loss or inconvenience may follow the steps 
I see myself reluctantly compelled by the weakness and blindness of the local 
authorities to adopt, in defence of our Treaty Rights, but I am truly glad to 
learn that you are prepared to encounter these contingencies cheerfully in so 
o'ood a cause, and are confident in my earnest desire to act firmly and justly 
for the protection of British interests. 

You may also be confident I am assured that reparation will eventually be 
exacted by Her Majesty's^ Government should loss ensue, and with this conviction 
I will not shrink from the responsibilities of my present course, which, wliatever 
may be the first results, I believe upon mature reflection, to be the best adapted 
to avert greater evils than any temporary injury to our commercial interests at 
this port. 

I thank you very sincerely gentlemen for the cordial exi)ressiou of your 
sympathy and confidence. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) IIUTHBIIFORD ALCOCK. 



Inclosure 1 5 in JN"o. 49. 

M. DE MONTIGNY, tlic Consul of France, E.AV. Bates, Esq., the Acting 

Consular Agent of the United States of America, and John Stewart, Esq», 

Agent Consulaire de Sa Majeste le Hoi des Beiges, having called upon 

Rutherford Alcock, Esq., Her Britannic Majesty's Consul at Shanghae, and 

connuunicated to him an application from the Taoutae, for their inlluencc to 

induce the said British Consul to extend the time for the production of tlie 

offenders in the case of assault at Tsing-p^o upon three Britibh subjects ; and 

the above-mentioned representatives of France, the United States and 
tii 1 • 1 ? ♦ _ J ji- _ ..J JL ,.p xi...:.. . . ^^.x- J .i,».-.^ «.t*^t* *h-. »4 J ^:...v•.,..■.4■ 




howfar it would be compatible with the inteiests he defended, to allow a further 
term to the Taoutae. The said represcnlalivcs, repudiating any lengthened 
delay, such as the Taoutae had suggested, of ten days, suljuiit a period of 
twenty-four hours as a reasonable limit, provided Her Britannic Majesty's 
Consul should conceive himself warranted in deviating from tlic time already 
specified. 

Her Britannic Majesty^s Consul, willing to give a last proof of his 
reluctance to proceed to any ulterior measures, and of the high consideration 
in which he holds liis colleagues, whose Irank and loyal support he fully 
appreciates, consents to the extended tinio of twenty-four hours, after to-morrow 
at noon, provided that his Excellency, the Taoutae himself in person, shall urge 
the request at Her Majesty "S Consulate, before noon on the 15th instant, and 
is prepared to undertake, that within this extended tiine the criminals in 
question shall he in Shanghae, and produced for identification and trial. 

The said Representatives of France, the United States of America and 
Belgium, fully concurring in the spirit and tenor of this concession, undertake 
to communicate the same to his Excellency the Taoutae. 

In witness whereof, we the Undersigned affix our signatures, tinsel 4th day 
March, 1848, at Her Britannic Majesty^s Consulate, Shanghae. 
(Signed) ilUTHERFORD ALCOCK, 

Ihr Britannia Mujestij's Consul, 
C. DE MONTIGNY, 

Consul (le France, 
E. W. BATES, 

United States of America Consular Agent, 
JOHN STEWART, 

Agent Consulaire du lioi de Beiges, 
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Inclosure 16 in No. i9. 
The Sub-'Prefect^ a District Magistrate, to Consul Alcock, 

March I i, 1848. 

TO-BAY we had an inteniew \Yith his Excellency the Intendant, who told 
us that at 10 o'clock m the morning, you, the Honourable Consul' had expressed 
yourself in angry terms, on account of the offending sailors of the grain junks, 
who had caused the disturbance at Tsing-poo not having yet been seized, that 
you insisted upon their being apprehended and produced by 11 o'clock 
^to-morrow, and in case of this not being effected, that you would stop the rice 
junks and allow none of them to leave the port, and. also that you would level 
Shanghae to the ground, and words to that effect. 

We are of -opinion that this could only have been the angry speech of the 
moment, Por we find that since the commencement of the commerce here, 
five years ago, the people of Shanghae have behaved peaceably and properly on 
every occasion, and no fears or doubts of any nature have ever existed on either 
side. But the suspicions of the^people will now be roused, if they find that on 
account of the disturbancesat Tsing-poo, you would wish to trample down and 
destroy them, and the consequences might tend to seriously involve our 
commercial and other interests. 

It is fortunate that what is uttered within the oftico of the Intcndant, 
cannot be known outside, for should the intelligence once get abroad, the evil 
disposed and disorderly characters among the people, would as soon ns they 
heard of it, incite and move the people therewith, and how sliould we the Sub- 
prefect and District Magistrate be able then to control them? We fear 
indeed that your plan is not tended to promote or presence the existing friendly 
relations. 

As regards the sailors of the grain junks, in consequence of their 
employment being stopped by the transportation (of the grain) by sea, they 
have hit upon the idea of attempting to obstruct these measures, thus therefore 
if you, the Honourable Consul, in your endeavour to seize the sailors, arc the 
iirst to stop the rice vessels of Shanghae, not only do you thereby interfere 
with our amicable relations, but you likewise coalesce with the wishes of the 
sailors. 

Already has the Intcndant this moment dispatclicd a special deputy to 
convey with all possible haste to the Magistrate of Tsing-poo his orders for the 
apprehension of the criminals ; but it is impossible that they can be here by 
11 o'clock to-morrow, as ten days must at all events be required for tliis purpose. 
For suppose that a Chinese subject have been beaten by a sailor of your 
honourable nation, we should address you, the Honourable Consul, officially on the 
subject ; but in consequence of our being ignorant at the time of the name 
or surname of the individual, you would require to proceed to examine every 
vessel, before you could take steps for settling the affair. More especially 
then, in the case of Tsing-poo, wliere the sailors arc very numerous, and have 
chiefs-among them who entertain no fear of death. Therefore, in proceeding 
to apprehend any of them, if proper plans be not adopted, a serious outbreak 
would be the result, and further, through Tsing-poo and its vicinity lies one of 
the most important thoroughfares Tor the Chinese merchants, it loWows 
therefore that if this be obstructed the trade (of Shanghae) must also sutler. 

To sum up the whole, if the criminals he seized arid punished according to 
law,, within ten days, the utmost speed will have been employee], and no delay 
whatever been shown in affording redress to the Rev, Mr. Mcdluust and the 
other gentlemen^ 

Our original intention was to have called upon you in person, but the 
rainy M'eather having stopped our visit, we first proceed to send you this letter. 
Should you, the Honourable Consul, have anything to say, you can make us a 
reply, and to-morrow, at ten o'clock, we w'ill come to you in person to talk over 
the matter. 

Whilst writing this, we beg to present our wishes for your increasing 
welfiure. 



Inclosure 17 in Ko* iO. 

Minute. 

Minute of a Conference, held (lils loih clay of March, ISiS, at Her Britannic 
Majesty's Cons;n}ato at Shanghae, hetucen hi« Excellency llecn, the 
Taoutae, and Rutherford Alcock, 13sq., Her Majcsty^s Consul, at which 
Brooke Kobertson, I^sq., Her j\fa)e>:ty\s Yice-Oonsul, Captain Pitman, 
conunanding Her Majesty^s ship '^ Childers/* and the Ilcv. W. H. Medluirst 
assisted. 

Hl>S Excellency Keen the Taoutac, having sent to request an interview 
with Her Britannic Majesty^s Consul, on the morning of the 15th inst., was 
received according to appointment at tlio Consulate, when the Consul inquired 
if the ringleaders in the assanlt upon three British subjects liad been appre- 
hended. 

The Taoutao replied in the negative, and entered into various details to 
show_ that he had written several times, and sent o!F a Wei-yuen to tlie" 
Magistrate at Tsing-poo, urging liim to use all diligence and dispatch to seize 
the offenders ; but up to the present time he had received no answer. By to-- 
morrow, probably, something definite would be known, and in the meantime, he 
trusted and believed that avovy exertion was being made, and that the absence of 
news merely indicated the difficulty the jMagibtrate experienced in carrying out 
his orders. That tliese were affiiirs whicli required time to manage, and that 
it was impossible for him to say the criminals sliould certainly be seized by the 
next day. 

a^ho Consul inquired, if the ten days which the Taoutac had mentioned to 
the Consuls of other foreign Powers, as the time required for the seiy.ure of tlie 
offenders, were conceded, whether he was prepared to guarantee that at the end 
of that period they should be produced. 

'J'hc Taoutac answered in the negative, urging that all he could undertake 
was to do his best to secure their apprehension, but it was a work of time, and 
full of difficulty. 

The Consul replied that this was most unsatisfactory, and gave him so 
little assurance of the determination of the Taoulae to repair tlie injury 
inilictcd, by the delay already ex))erienced in apprehending the perpetrators oV 
an assault llu'catening the lives of British subjects, that he had no alternative 
but^ to persevere in the measures already tukcn of stopping the payment of 
duties, the sailing of the grain junks, and to reserve to himself the right of 
taking such other measures as might seem at any moment expedient to compel 
prompt satisfaction and redress. 

Tiie Taoutae reiterated his inability to guarantee the apprehension of the 
offenders within any fixed period. 

The Consul answered that the plea of inability now set up was neitlier more 
nor less than a plea of irresponsibility for any injury or violence that nnght be 
offered to the British by Chinese subjects. It must' be clear to the Taoulae, 
that there could be no security to life or property compatible with impunity to 
those who put them both in peril ; and if* the Chinese Government or 
authorities could at any time plead the difliculty of controlling their own 
people as a sufficient answer to a demand for prompt redress by the Hci/.ure and 
punishment of offoiidurs, the most important provisions of the 'J'reaty of 
Nanking were violated,, and the Treaty itself became a mockery. 

The Taoutae repeated tliat all Jie could do had been done, and that there 
were difliculties he could not help, 

^ The Consul stated that it only further remained for him to give distinct 
notice that he held the Taoulae as the lleprcsentative of the Chinese Govern- 
ment, and the officer at whose hands justice could not be obtained as 
responsible for the expenses entailed by the detention of two 1)rigs of war in 
the port, and for any other loss, expense, or injury, which accrue as a 
con$e(iuence of the measures taken to obtain justice. That for the present, he, 
the Consul, would proceed to no act of violence for the enforcement of his just 
demands, and if any were offered on the part of Chinese subjects to the British, 
he would instantly order into the anchorage, all the armed vessels at AVoosung, 
and detain them at the Taoutae's cost and expense, until tliese negotiations 
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sliould be satisfactorily determined. The Consul further observed that the 
Hae-fang and Che-heen had written the Consul a letter on the preceding day, 
in which they had the bad taste to menace him with danger from the people, to 
which he had returned no answer ; but he would now state to the Taoutae that 
he, the Consul, and his family, would continue where they were in the midst of 
jfche city, without fear, and he was satisfied without danger, the conse- 
^quences of any injury to Her Majesty's Consul in this position, ho was 
well assured would be too serious, and too immediately and certainly felt by the 
inhabitants and city of Shanghae for any such outrage to be contemplated. 

The Consul added, in conclusion, that it could scarcely be necessary for 
him to state to the Taoutae, that while violence would be met and promptly 
resisted from whatever quarter it came, any overt acts of this nature might lead 
to the Consul's striking his flag, and withdrawing with his countrymen irom tlie 
port, an act under sucb circumstances which could only be regarded as the 
forerunner of worse evils, and the beginning of war. 

The conference broke up after a few not very relevant observations from 
the Taoutae on the necessity of doing what could be done, and preserving- 
a good understanding. 

(Signed) IlUTHERFOllD ALCOCK. 



Inclosure 18 in No» 49.. 
The Taoutae to Consul Alcock* 



(Translation.) 

A COMMUNICATION, up to four o-clock. 

I have neither heard anything of the Wei-yuen, nor of the police, and 
others whom I sent to Tsing-poo. I am now, therefore, again sending, 
and have this time deputed the Sub-prefect Chhi to proceed in person with 
all possible despatch to Tsing-poo, and there, in concert witli the District 
Magistrate and the ofiiccr of the division of junks, who will be both under his 
command, to take rigorous measures for the apprehension and punishment 
of the sailors who caused the disturbances. 

I beg to communicate this for your especial information. 

March 16,1848. 



Inclosure 10 in No. 49. 
Notification. 

Shanghae, March 10, 1848. 

THE delay experienced in obtaining redress from the Chinese authorities 
for VAX assult upon three British subjects, from which they only providentially 
escaped witl, their lives, after having been wounded and treated with tlie 
greatest brutality, by a band of grain junk men, none of whom have yet 
been seized, has rendered necessary measures on the imrt of Her Majesty's 
Consul, which may require to be enforced by all the means at his disposal. 

In this untoward state of affairs, which Her Majesty's Consul sincerely 
deplores, as contrary to the best interests of both nations, ic is necessary to he 
prepared for all contingencies ; and the better to enforce our just claims to prompt 
and full reparation, it may be exj)edient to call upon all Masters commanding 
vessels under the British flag, within the jurisdiction of Her Majesty's Consul at 
this port, to hold themselves in readiness to leave their anchorage, and support 
him as the representative of Her Majesty's Government, in protecting British 
interests at this port, v n xi • 

For apy detention, loss, or injury, which may accrue to them, should their 
services be required in defence of the public interests, Her Majesty's Consul 
has notified to his Excellency the Taoutae, that the Chinese Government will be 
held responsible. ^^_^^^^ RUTHERFORD ALCOCK, ConmL 
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Inclosure 20 in No. 19. 
Notijicaiion, 

IShanghae, March IG, 184B. 

A iS^OTIFICATlOA^ issuoa this day to the masters oK i}\\ merchant 
vessels under the British Hag-, within the jurisdiction of Her Ma^iesty's Consul, 
calling upon them to be prepared on hi.s reyuihition to leave tlieir anchorage 
for the protection of British interests at tlii.s port^ is annexed for tlie infor- 
mation of the British community. 

This is merely a measure of precaution called for under the circumstances, 
but one Avhich Her Majesty's Consul sees strong reason to hope it may not be 
necessary to act upon. His Excellency the Taoutae lias this morning dispatched 
the Haefang — the next civil oflicer in rank to himself — to Tsing-poo. The 
Consul having been informed last night that his Excelleney had deputed that 
officer to proceed in all liaste and, in concert with the Che-heen of that place, 
seize the olfendcrs. This is the first evidence wrung Irom the authorities by the 
stringency of the measures adopted, of any determination to meet the just 
demands of Her Majesty's Consul lor reparation, and he trusts it may be the 
forerunner of complete satisfaction. 

In the meantime, as a translation of the annexed notiiication has been 
transmitted to the Taoutae, with a letter signifying the consent of Her 
Majesty's Consul to M'ait a short and dctinitc period for (he result of the Hae- 
fang's exertions, there can be little donht it will suflico to fvatisfy his Excellency 
that this concession of time is not due to any want of determination on the part 
of Her Majesty's Consul to follow out to the end tlie course upon which he has 
entered, in defence of Treaty Kights and the best interestb of commerce, 

(Signed) jrUTHERFOKD ALCOCK, Consul. 



Inclosure 31 in Jfo* 4\), 
Consul Akock lo ihc Consuls of ForeUjn Powers at S/tanghac, 



March 10, 1848. 
THE Undersigned, Her JJritannic i\lajesty's Consul, has the honour to 



acknowledge the receipt of the oflicial commum'catlon, signed by M. dcMontigny, 
Consul de France, K W. Bates, Esq., United States, Amci'ica, Consular Agent, 
and Jolm Stewart, Esq*, (Jonsul do Belgique, and begs to convey to tlicm Ins 
grateful sense of the ready and anxious desii'e Ihey have manifested to lend 
that support to Kor ^[ajesty^s Consul in a dilHoult and embarrassing position, 
which the concurrence and lull a])proval of his colleagues on the spot cannot fail 
to supply. 

The Undersigned does himself the honour of transmitting copy of a 
minute of conference with his Excellency the Taoutae, on the loth instant, 
and he is happy at the same (ime to siale that notwifhhlanding^ the apparently 
very unsatisfactory result of the interview, tbe suhsei|uent act of his Excellency 
in di.spatching the civil oflicor next in rank to himself to Tsing-poo to 
co-operate with the Clie-heen of that place, and sui;a^ Ihe oifenders, \\o\M seenj 
to prove that lio had at least been moved to act, with what better success 
remains to be seen. 

This step, which sliould have been taken on the day after the assault took 
place, that is on the Dth instant, is the first evidence afforded of any desire or 
intention on the part of the authorities to ailbrd reparaiion, and must be lield 
conclusive evidence that the moahures talicn to compel exertion ^^ ere imperiously 
I'iHiuired by the supinencss of the Chinese authorities. Up to last nigiit no 
answer had been received by the 'raoutae from (he Che-heen of 'J\sing4)oo, and 
it is tolerably certain that nothing has hitherto been done. 

* The Undersigned takes this opportunity of inclosing^ copies of two 
notifications,, this day issued respectively to the masters of Biitish vessels and 
to the British community. It will, no doubt, be readily understood by the 

R 
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repreiientatives of other nations* at this ])ort, that this step, on the part of 
Hvr Britannic Majesty's Consul, communicated to the Taoutac in a letter, 
ai'uouncing a further conccr^sion of time, will speak to his Excellency in terms 
not to be misunderstood, a^^d prevent his drawing any erroneous conclusions 
from the facility with which delay has been admitted. If he should have 
conlemx}lated sending the Haefang, merely as a blind to gain time, it may 
cau?ic him to alter his intention, and convert a feint into a sustained and 
successful eflfort to execute his duty, if any real or effective power is in his 
hands. In all cases, as a large number of war junks and others filled witli 
Chinese soldiers have been collected at AYoosung to convoy the grain junte, in 
the immediate vitdnity of some twelve or fourteen merchant ressels at that 
ancbcrage, it lias appeared to the Undersigned a necessary measure of x>recaution. 
Should it even prove certain that, without reference to higher authorities, which 
fear of disgra/;^ w/ill probably prevent his making, his Excellency the Taoutae 
Jias no adoquatv means of executing justice upon the grain junk men, 
circumstances ox danger from inroads of these malcontents, in numbers to 
mal:<" them formidable, only emboldened by impunity in such an outrage, may 
lit any moment menace the foreign residents with the most serious perils, their 
wealth holcting ovi a strong inducement to attack, even at the risk of hard 
blows. In tljis point of view it has seemed expedient to be prepared for all 
contingencies. 

The [Jndersigned avails himself of this occasion to convey to the Consular 
authorities who have done him the honour to communicate their sentiments, 
and tender the support of their .cordial concurrence in the present conjuncture, 
the expression of his liighcst consideration and esteem. 

(Signed) RUTHEEFOllD ALCOCIC. 



Inclosure 22 in No. id* 
Consul Akock to the Taoutac^ 



ALCOCK, Her Britannic Majesty*s Consul at Shanghae, makes this 
communication, 

I received your Excellency's note of the 15th instant last night, and learn 
that, no answer having been received from Tsing-poo, you had deputed the Sub- 
prefect (Haefang) to jn'ocecd immediately in person to Tsing-poo, and in 
conjunction with the District Magistrates of that place, and the officer of the 
division of junks, to make strict seizure of the sailors who attacked and nearly 
murdered three British subjects, and bring them here for punishment. 

This step on your Excellency^s part I accept as an evidence, and the first 
hitherto offered, of your determination really to cause these oftbndcrs to be 
apprehended. At the same time, the result of the Wei-yucn's mission confirms 
me in the belief that nothing efiective has hitherto been done, or attempted, by 
the District Magistrate of Tsing-poo. 

As a proof of my continued and earnest desire to show the utmost patience 
and forbearance compatible with the interests it is my duty to defend, I will 
wait a short time to learn the results of the Sub-prefect's mission, If he exerts 
himnelf as the gravity of the circumstance and the importance of the interests 
at stake imperatively" require, it is impossible that, in three days at the farthest, 
he should not succeed in apprehending the chief oflfenders. I have to request, 
therefore, that you, the Honourable Intendant, will, from day to day, keep me 
informed of the steps taken by that officer to carry into prompt execution the 
orders he has received, that I may show some justification to my own Govern- 
ment for assenting to any further delay. If no letters containing satisfactory 
evidence of the energy and success of his proceedings are received, I must, then, 
reluctantly conclude that he, like the District Magistrate, is following out the 
bad policj hitherto ajlopted of doing nothing. 

Desiring to act in perfect good faith towards you, the Honourable Intendant, 
I think it right to inform you that I have this day issued a notification to all 
masters of vessel^s under the British flag, within my jurisdiction, to hold them- 
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^elves and their vessels prepared to leave their anchorage, and support me, as 
the Representative of Her Majestj^'s Government, in protecting British interests 
at this port. 

A necessary communication. 

March 16, 1848. 



Inclosure 23 in Jfo. i9. 
Consul Alcock io the Rev. JJ\ MedhursL 



Sir, Sham/hae^ March 14, 1848. 

UNDER present circumstances, it seems very desirable that Her Majesty's 
Government should have full and correct information on the chances incurred 
of creating crowds to the detriment of the public peace, by Missionaries 
engaged in distributing tracts, and preaching to the Chinese in the villages or 
towns within the limits of a day's excursion. 

Whether such assseniblages of Chinese as are likely to collect round a 
Missionary can be regarded as wholly without danger of disturbance or other 
inconvenience to the public, of which (be local authorities might justly complain, 
is chiefly to be determined by practiCial experience of what has hitherto taken 
place under similar circumstances; and as your experience has been great, 
and I am satisfied your testimony will be conscientious, I beg to refer to you 
for such information as it may be hi your power to afford. 

I have. &c. 
^Signed) ^ RUTHERPORD ALCOCK. 



Inclosure 24 in N*o. 49. 
The Rev. W. Meclhirst to Consul Alcocic, 



gii*^ Shanghae, March 15, 1848. 

IN reply to your communication of yesterday's date, I beg leave to^ state, 
that for the last three or four years I have been in the habit of preaching to 
large numbers of the Chinese, iirst in my own house, and latteriy in a chapel 
built for that purpose in the city of Shanghac, in which have sometimes been 
assembled about 600 people, and I have never observed anything^ but the 
greatestciecorum and stillness during the service, and when the exercises have 
been concluded, the people have invariably (lispei\scd in the greatest order and 
quietness to their resncctivc homes. 

I have also been'in the habit of preaching in the various towns and cities 
within the limita of a daj's journey from Shanghac, ui Avhich i)laccs 1 have 
often given notice of my approach a day or two previuu.-.iy, by means of notices 
stuck up on the walls ; and have found the people assembling by hundreds to 
Ijear, in some square or open place, where passengers could not be inconv 
modated, and at the conclusion of the ^*»rvice they have either quietly 
dispersed, or opened a way iLrough the crowds for me to retire. I have never, 
on these occasions, met with llic slightest insult or interruption; on the 
contrary, the people have bc< n di^spo^^ed to treat me with respect, and to approve 
generally of what I advanced for their instruction. 

As to the distribution of tracts, I have invariably found them to be eagerly 
received, and the only trouble has been the too groat anxiety of the people to 
ootain tli^m; so that we arc compelled !o distribute them carefully trom shop 
to shop to those who seem able to read, and cannot attempt to give them a^'ay 
in the face of a crowd, for fear of the tracts being pulled in pieces through the 
eagerness of the people to obtain them. r r i 

As it regards the visit to Tsing-poo, on the 8th instant, I may iurthcr 
observe, ttmt no preaching was attempted on account of the turbulent 
disposition manifested by the grain junk men, who from the first moment ot 
our arrival there, sought to create a disturbance that they might have home 
pretext for setting upon us afterwards and robbing us. 
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I may add, that this disposition of the grain junk men to insult and annby 
us, on the occasion above alluded to* must have been the result of tlu 
dissatisfied and reckless state of their ininds this year, as being now out of 
employ, with their claims upon the Ciiincse Governliient still unadjusted ; for 
we have in a former year distributed tracts among tbe same class of men ou 
their own junks at Tsing-poo, and have been received with the greatest 
cordiality and good a\ ill. 

I have, &t\ 
(Signed) AV. H. MEDHURST. 



Inclosure 25 in No. 49. 
Consul Atcock to Sir J. Ddvts. 



Sir, Shmghae, March IS, iS4S, 

I HA:VE the honour to inclose copy of a communication received last 
night from the Taoutae and my reply thereto. The reported seizure of two of 
the grain junk men implicated, and the escape of the chief offenders is of course 
worthy of no credence. It is merely the excuse for an experiment to sec how far 
his Excellency may venture to send down the grain junks, which I have warned 
him not to attempt. 

I do not think his Excellency will push liis experiments far enough to be 
dangerous, nor is it at all likely that he will find either the owners or the crew 
of the junks disposed to run the slightest risk. I am still disposed to believe 
that if the Taoutae chose to exert himself; he could find means of producing 
the chief criminals. 

I have, &c* 
(Signed) IIUTHERFOBD ALCOGK. 



Inclosure 26 in No. 40. 
Mr* Bonham to Consul Alcock. 



Sir, Victoria, Hong Kong, March 23, 1848. 

I HAVE this instant received your dcspatclies of the 17th and 18th 
instant with their respective inclosures. 

Considering the instructions with which you have been furnished from the 
Foreign Office, dated December 18, 1846, and the limited power and duties of 
a Consul, I cannot but express my regret that you should have taken the steps 
you have seen fit to do, without iirevious reference to Her Majestj\s 
Plenipotentiary, as undoubtedly under the peremptory orders recently received 
from Her Majesty's Government, I should not have considered myself 
warranted in sanctioning any acts of an aggressive nature, whereby the 
peaceable relations at present existing between Her Majesty's and the Chinese 
Grovernment could be by possibility endangered, and it cannot be concealed, 
that if the Taoutae of Shanghac, cannot or will not a])prehend the principal 
offenders engaged in this transaction, and the Chinese grain boats attempt to 
uphold > their undoubted right of pursuing their ordinary avocations^ and of 
proceeding on their intended voyage, that a rupture must ensue. 

From the Taoutae's note, however, of the 17th instant, it appears thd two 
of the culprits implicated in tliis transaction have been apprelicnded and 
punished, and that further steps are in progress to apprehend otliers. I am in 
hopes, therefore, that before this despatch readies you, such redress may have 
been afforded on behalf of the Chinese authorities, as will enable you wilhont 
compromise te allow the grain junks to leave the river. 

You will gather from this communication tihat t am particularly de.iir()us 
that thi8 question, as respects the Taoutae and yotusclf, sliould be broug;lit to a 
Hpeedy conclusion, when I shall take such further steps in conjunction with the 
Imperial Commissioner as may appear desirable for its final adjustment. 

In the meanwhile, howiever^ I feel tliat it would be extremely impolitic to 
wake aviy retrogade movement, whij?h would no doubt be viewed by the ChinCiie 
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difficulties and embarrassincut.^^ with wjiich ;)'t>u are already beset 

As I only- took charge of this oflicc yekerdav, i liave coiii^idered it proner 
to show my able predecessor tills despatch, and he lias authorised me to sav he 
perfectly agreesin the sentii-nonts it contains. 

t have, &c. 
(Signed) ' S. G. BOSTHAM. 



Inclosm-o 27 in '^o. 40. 
The Taoiitae to Consul Alcoclc. 



(TmnslationO j.j^^^,^,,^ ^^^ Ig^g 

AT six o'clock to-day, a special messenger arrived from the Ruh-prefect 
Chin, bruigmg a letter to the etfect that tAvo of the sailors implicalcd in the 
distm-bance had already been seized, who being e.xainhied Ijy tlie District 
Magistrate of Tsing-poo, deposed that they had a.v sifted Ihv: riot, but still \vere 
not the principal parties concerned in it ; they lime non been put in the cano'ue 
and flogged. * 

It is reported that the principal offenders have all escaped to other places 
and the officer of the division has already proceeded hiniself in pursuit in order 
that they maybe seived with rigour. The Sub-prefect, Chin, will stifl stay at 
Tsing-poo, as it is imperative that they be apprehended and severely i)unished 
This shows that nieasures are really and sincerely being taken for the aciiust- 
nieut of the affair, and I may therefore recpiest tliat yon" the Honourable Consul 
will set your mind at rest about it. ' ' ' ' 

With regard to the rice vessels who are Iransjjorting tlie grain by sea 
several hundred of them have now been collected, and in the course of one'or 
two days tliey will weigh and proceed. I must trouble you, tlu^. Honourable 
Consul, not on any account^ to obstruct them, as this step might involve our 
amicable relations* 

. ^ While writing this, I present my wishes for your uneca.^ino' prosijcrily and 
await your answ^er. ' ' ' ^ 

10th day (17th March), S P.M. 



Inclosure 2Sin So. 49, 

Consul Alcoclc to the Taoutae. 

, ATX*OGK, Her Britannic Majesty *s Consul at Sluvnghao, makes this com- 
munication in reply. 

Yon, the Honourable 'J'aoutae, inform me that two of the .saiior.s implicated 
m t)ie disturbance at Tsing-poo had already been seiy.cd, tliat they confessed to 
having assisted the riot, but still were not the piincijjal parties concerned in it-, 
and that they have, been put into the cangue and flogged. 

You also inform me that it is reported the principal oHeiulers have all 
escaped, but that the officer of the division has been sent in pursuit. 

ifothing can be nmro unsatisfactory than the w liole blatcnienU It appears, 
notwithstanding the inability to seize tiiese grain juulc men hitherto professed, 
that you, the Honoural)le Taoutae, when you really determine to do so, can 
apprehend them^ since you have at last caus(id the seizure of two of their 
number. It is qiiitc evident then, that the chiel' oilcnderft might aUo have been 
seized from the lirst^ had your Excellency caused rigorous and ])rompt measures 
to be taken. 'Sow if it be true that they have :7ecn allowed to cscajie, they 
must be followed and ai)prehencled. But I repeat, that unless brought down 
tpShanghac, where they can be identified and puni^hed in the presence of one 
of my officers, no adecpmte redress will have been a(I\»rdud, ami i consider any 
reported seizures or punishments at Tsing-poo as of no account. 

When I sde any of {]\q ringleadci> acinally here, \\ho can be identified. I 
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fthftll be ^tlsfied that measures are really and sincerely being taken for the 
adjustment of the affair in a satisfactory manner, and not until then. 

With rejjard to the rice junks, I have already officially notified to you that 
the commanding officer of Her aiajesty's ships had peremptory orders to stoo 
any grain junk attempting to pass down the river^ and if they would not turn 
back on being warned, or if they resisted, to fire into them. I stronfl-ly 
recommend you not to try the experiment of forcing the passage for these 
junks, or they will find to their cost and peril that these orders will be most 
thoroughly and effectually carried out, AVhen you have afforded redress by 
seizing the chief offenders, guilty of a murderous assault upon i)eaceable British 
subjects, and brought them here, then 1 will give different orders. 

In the meantime, I have only again to repeat that the grain junks shall 
not leave this river until I have obtained justice for the committed outrao-e. I 
have reported the steps taken to Her Majesty's Plenipotentiary, and if yo^ the 
Honourable Taouttie, are rash enough to risk collision with our armed vessels 
before I can receive his Excellency's instructions, the consequences of any mischief 
that may easue be upon your head and not mine. I am most anxious to avoid 
any act of violence, but if yoii compel sne to resort to it, the fault is yours and 
I warn you in the strongest terms, that lio grain junk will be permitted to leave 
the river at the i)resent time. 

A necessary communication. 

March 18, 1848. 



So. 50, 
Mr.Bonhamto Viscount Palmerston. — (Received May 24.) 

My Lord, Victoria, Hong Kong, March 20, 1848. 

MY last despatch on the subject of Shangh^e affairs was dated the 25th 
instant^ since which a vessel has arrived from that i>ort, without bringing me 
any despatches from the Consul, and I have therefore requested the Senior 
ITayal Officer to permit Her Majesty's steamer "Eury,'* to proceed to Shano^hae 
for the purpose of carrying my despatches, and, by her appearance^^ of strength^ 
ening Mr. Alcock's position, by affording himcountenance and support. 

Having reperused Mr. Alcock's despatch of the 1 7th instant and 
more fully considered the matter, the more am I satisfied that I sliould' incur 
your Lordship's displeasure were I to pennit the i>eaceable relations existino- 
between the two nations to be compromised oii this occasion ; and, I trust, my 
secondletterof the 27th instant will convince the Consul of the propriety of 
brmging the present ndsunderstanding to a speedy and satisfactory conclusion 

Mr. Alcock appe.irs to conceive that the Missionary gentlemen had not 
exceeded their limits by proceeding to Tsing-poo, but, by reference to the 
inclosed sketch, your Lordship will perceive that this place is half-way between 
Shanghae and the large city of Soo-chow-foo, ami uinety-six le, or thirty miles, 
from the former place; it certainly, therefore, seems to" me doubtful whether 
it if^as ever intended that Britisb subjects should perform journeys of this sort— 
the original intention of defining the time that they should be permitted to be 
absent from their respective Consulates, being simply to enable them to enjoy 
exercise and recreation within a moderate distance of their port or place of 
residence* 

With this view of the case, I have it in contemplation to instnict the 
Consuls, in conjunction with the Chinese authorities, to endeavour^ if possible, 
to define the limits allowed for the purposes of recreation and exercise by space 
or boundary, instead of by time, as at present, which will tend to tlie prevention 
of misapprehension and abuse. 

The ** Fury" will leave this harbour in an hour. 

Ihave, &c; 
(Signed) S. (J. BONHAM. 



123 

Inclosure 1 in i?o. 50. 
Mr. Bonhani to Consul Alcocic, 

Sir, Tklorki, Bomj Kony, March 27, 18-18. 

THE brig "Beiiia/* liaving arrived irom Shi-aighac, which place she left on 
the 20th instant, without bringing me any lurther comniuuicationsj IVom 
j-oiirself on the s^tate of aflair-s at your Consulalc, T am led to l)elieve that 
matters are much in tlie iume state V.k when y<i\\v tle.spatcli of the 18th ins(ant 
was written. 

I have, since my letter of the 23rd instant, had furilicr time for the 
consideration of 3^our despatches, and under all the circumstances of the case, 
and pending the receipt of replies from the Foreign Office to my predecessor's 
letters respecting the fBvang-chu-kc catastrophe, 1 feel more strongly than ever 
the nccessit)* of discouraging any offensive operations being taken against the 
Chinese^ which may embroil the two nations ia hostilities, without the previous 
sanction of Her Majesty's Government. 

From the Taoutae's note to you^ forming an inclosure in your letter 
of the 18th instant, two of the principal parties concerned iu this transac- 
tion are reported to have been punished. It would undoubtedly have been 
more satisfactory if these persons had been punished at Shanghae, or in the 
jn-esence of some constituted British authority, but, as matters now stand, all 
I can countenance is for you to continue to call on the Taoutae to pimish any 
others of these criminals he can ai)prehend, for I again repeat that from recent 
instructions from Her Majesty\s Government, I am strictly forbidden from 
engaging in any offensive operations against the Chinese authorities. 

Under these circumstances you will, as early as you possibly can, bring this 
question between the Taoutae and yourself to a close, and you Avill, of course, 
abstain from making any further representation to any of the higher authorities 
alluded to in j^our letter, which I consider to be one which must be finally 
arranged between the Imperial Commissioner and myself. 

I forward this and my other despatch by Her Majesty's steamer " Fury," 
and as her presence may possibly tend to induce the Chinese authorities to 
bring this question to a satisfactory conclusion, I have no objection to your 
requesting Captain Wilcox .to remain with you for a few days, if you should be 
of opinion that she will have the effect suggested ; other\vise, you will inform 
that officer he can return to Hong Kong as soon as he sees fit, as I have it in 
contemplation to request her services to convey me to an interview witli the 
Chinese High Commissioner at an early period. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) S. G. BONHAM. 



/a37, 



Inclosure 2 in ]^o. 50. 
Sketch showing the Position of Tsing-poo, 



JS'o. 51. 

Viscount Palmersloii to Mr, Bonham. 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 29, 1848- 

IN* reply to Sir Jolm Davis's despatch of the 13th of March, I have to 
acquaint you that Mr. Bird was q^uite right not to interfere with reference 
to the affray which occurred between some Americans and Chinese at Whampoa, 
on the 6th of that month. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMEKSTO^. 
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JSTo. 52. 



Viscount Pcdmcrston io M)\ Bouham. 
^^^\ Fomgn Office, May 20, 1848. 

I HAVE to acquaint you that I apiu'ovc of the answer vetimied by 
Sir John Davis^ as reported in his despatch of the dth of March, to the 
note from .Keying, of the 29th of February, calling for the punislunent of a 
mail from Manilla, accused of having committed murder at AVoosung, 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTOJf. 



S'o. 53. 
M)\ Bonliam to Viscount Palmerston. — {llecuived Jane 21.) 

My Lord, Victoria^ Hong Kong, April 10, 1848. 

OlfT the 1st instant, the Acting Consul at Canton re2)orted to me that an 
\inprovokcd assault liad beeil committed by some Chinese on Messrs. Bowman atul 
Johnson, two British subjects, while proceeding up a creek on the side of the river 
opposite to Canton, and within a mile of the factories. This morning* I had the 
gratification to receive ilie inclosures JsTos. 1 and 2; by winch your Lordship 
\vill perceive that tlic matter has been promptly arranged, and the culprits 
punished. 

The Imperial Connnissioner liaving, in the correspondence with Mn Elmslie, 
made some attempt to defend the aggression, on the ground of the English 
gentlemen not having been accompanied by policemen and linguists, I 
addressed a letter to his Excellency on the subject, of which I inclose a copy, 
and of the reply that I received thereto. 

It is satisfactory to observe that redress ha^, in this inst^incc, been aftbrded 
by Sen, the Acting Imperial Commissioner, more speedily than on any former 
occasion of a siinilar nature. 

I. have, &c. 
(Signed) S. G. BONHAM. 



In closure 1 in 3Jfo. 53. 
Acting Consul ElmsUc to Mr* Bonhanu 



Sir, , Canton, April 8, ISdS. 

I lIAYlil the honour to inform yom* ]3xcellcncy that two culprits, alleged to 
have been concerned in , the assault on Messrs. Bowinan and Johnson, were 
yesterday morning brought to this Consulate, wearing the cangue, having 
the nature of their oflence written upon it. 

The offenders were conveyed up the river in a boat, landed at the garden 
steps, paraded through the IJritish factory and back streets, and finally set 
down in the largest sul)ur1)an thoroughfare (opposite the Consoo House), where 
they remained exposed in the caiigue till sunset. 

That the people at Honau may know of the punishment inflicted on the 
two delinquents, I insisted upon their being taken to the bridge to-day, where 
•the assault was committed, and there exposed in the cangue till evening; this 
demand was positive!;/ refused, on the ground that the people there were 
exceedingly *^ obstinate and ferocious.'^ Your Excellency's despatch, however, 
to tiie Imperial Commissioner arrived very opportunely, and 1 was thus enabled 
to carry the ppint. 

' By the inclosed note from the Imperiul Commissioner, your Excellency 
will learn the sentences passed on the offenders. Mr. Meadows and myself 
visited them yesterday at diftbrent periods; and found they were undergoing the 
punishment awarded. 
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- , r. requested Mr, Meadows to proceed to Honan tliis morning, for the 
'purpose of ascertaining the fact as to the punishment of the culprits hein«* 
inflicted as promised, and have mucli satisfaction in forwarding to vom* 
Excellency that gentleman's report 

I have, &c, 
(Signed) ADAM AY. KLMSLIE. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 53. 
Report hy Mr. Meadows* T] 

Canton, April S, 1848. 

I FOUND the two men, Chin-a-te and Le-a-lae, in cangues, under 
the charge of the police, in an open space about fifty yards from the bridge, the 
scene of the assault on Messrs. Bowman and Johnson. 

The labels on the cangues stated distinctly that they Avero undergoing 
punishment for having "assaulted foreigners." 

I found them surrounded by a number of onlookers, and neither from 
them, nor from any other persons in the street which I had to walk down for 
about 100 yards, did X experience any molestation. I also passed twice under 
the bridge without suffering the least insult or annoyance. 

(Signed) THOS. TAYLOR MEADOWS. 



Inclosure 3 in No. 53, 
Mr, Bonham to Commissioner Sen. 



Victoria, Hong Komj^ April 5, 1848. 

1 SOME days ^ since received a despatch from the Consul at Canton, 
stating that a very violent assault had been committed by some Chinese on two 
British subjects, who were passing ,on their lawful avocations up the Kce-ya 
Creek, and that he had called on your Excellenay to investigate the matter, and 
to cause the offenders to be punished. 

I confess that I expected to have heard that your Exoelleucy had at once 
done wiiat was so obviously requisite — that the culprits had been seized at once 
and punished, and that the matter had been thus properly settled. 

But I have this day received a second letter from tlie Consul, inclosing me 
a copy of your Excellency's letter to him, dated 3rd April, wherein you ask, if 
the two Englishmen were accompanied by policemen and linguists, to enable 
you to examine and to deal with the case. 

Now, 1 would bring to your Excellency's notice that, whether these British 
subjects were or were not attended by a policeman and linguist, I consider it 
the duty of the Chinese Government to afford them protection against acts of 
gross violence of the description complained of j and if such protection be not 
afforded, and miscreants punished who commit such acts, a second catastrophe 
similar to that which lately took place at Hwang-chu-ke may be expected. 

If such acts of violence and bloodshed are again committed, will not the 
harmony and good feeling which ought to exist between our resi)ective Grovern- 
ments be endangered ; and may not hostilities ultimately ensue ? 

I have already observed, that 1 conceive w^lienevcr British subjects are 
wantonly assaulted or insulted they have a right to expect redress, whether 
attended by linguists or otherwise. In this instance I am not aware that they 
were so accompanied ; and if not, it assuredly was not necessary that they should 
be guarded by police to proceed about half a mile from their place of residence ; 
and had not your Excellency mooted the question, I should have considered it 
ah insult to your nation to suppose that the authorities under your Excellency 
cannot afford protection to a couple of peaceable foreigners within a mile of 
their residence^ without their being accompanied by policemen. 

* If, moreover, it were necessary to be so accompanied on occasions like the 
present,, Vhere people were not going into the interior for recreation or exercise, 
but If ^re engaged in mercantile pursuits, it will shortly be also requisite for 
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English merchants going to Ghina merchants and shopkeepers in the neigh- 
bouririg streets to be similarly guarded. Under such circumstances it is clear 
the trade of the two nations could not exist. 

It is necessary, to prevent ultimate misapprehension* that we should clearly 
understand one another, and I hope to hear, in reply, that yoiir Excellency has 
caused the Chinese, who wantonly assaulted two British subjects in a manner 
which might have easily caused their death, to be publicly punished in an 
exemplary manner, and in the presence of British subjects; 

Accept, &c. 

(Signed) S.G.BONHAM. 



Inclosure i in Ifo. 53. 
Commissioner Sen to Mr. lionham. 



(Translation.) 

SEU, High Imperial' Commissioner, &c., sends the following reply to a 
communication of ?the Honourable Envoy, respecting the outrage committed by 
some Chinese on Johnson and Bowman, two British subjects, and the appoint- 
ment of policemen to accompany them for their .protection^ which he fully 
perused. 

When Consul Elmslie informed me of this case, that Johnson and another 
had been wounded with stones, which some Chinese ihrew at them, I ordered 
the Pwan-yu Magistrate to proceed against the aggressors. He subsequently 
seized two, Le-a-lae and Ohin-a-te, who confessed that they were propelling a 
grass-boat on the river, near the Hwang-choo bridge, and, being pressed by the 
vessels astern, a quarrel ensued. Lee-a-lae took up und threw at them stones, 
and in this manner happened to wound the foreigners, which he could not deny. 

Le-a-lae and Chin-a-tac will therefore wear the cangue, at the spot where 
the otfence occurred, as a warning to the multitude ; and when tlieir time expires 
they will be beaten, and thus be disposed of, 

I, the Great Minister, communicated the above for the information of 
Consul Elmslie, as is on record. 

If any foreigners wish in ordinary cases to go to the streets in the neigh- 
bourhood, or to the warehouses, it would be perfectly useless to insist upon the 
attendance of linguists and policemen. Only when they are making excursions 
for their recreation, policemen and linguists should be sent to follow them, and 
afford protection, according to the regulations that have been established, in 
order to avoid any disagreeable consequences. As Consul Elmslie did not state 
to me the object of Johnson's and his companion's going out, nor whether th^ 
had a linguist and policeman with them, I made inquiries to that effect. This 
I did with the intention to ascertain whether the runners had done their duty, 
or shown themselves careless, and never hinted that foreigners ought to "be 
attended by policemen to the nearest streets. 

Whilst forwarding this answer, Iivish you much happiness. 

Taou-kang, 28th year, 8rd month, 5th day, (April 8, 1848.) 



No, 54. 

Mr, Bonham to Viscount Palnierston, — .{ReceivtdJune 21 •) 

My Lord, Victoria^ 'Hong Kong^ April 12, 1848. 

IN continuation of my despatches of the 25th and 29th ultimo, I have 
now the ihonour to submit for yoiir Lordship's information two further 
.despatches from Mr. Consul Alcock of the 26th and 81st ultimo, detailing 
his further proceedings to ensure redress for the violence committed on the 
three Missionaries at Tsing-poo. 

Mr, Alcock'sletterof theSlstiiltimow^in convey to your Lordship the gratifying 
intelligence that all his demands on the Chinese, authoritiiss have been complied 
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with, and that everything at Shanghaehas at present a peaceable appearance^ 
tod Fhavc little doubt that the Consul's energetic demonstration on the occasion 
wilHend materially not only to ensure the peaceable relations hitherto existing 
at that port between the two Grovernments, but at the three other northern 
ports likewise. 

As Mr. Alcock had commenced his negotiation with the Chinese authorities, 
previously to my relieving Sir John Davis, and has since, as far as I can judge, 
fcrought it to a most successful termination, without any possible intervention 
on: mgr part, I have no particular remark to make which could be of any service, 
hraddition to those already set forth in that gentleman's very voluminous and 
abtereports. 

But there is one point to which I would beg to invite your Lordship's 
attention. In Mr. Alcock*s letter of 31st March, he says, *'that from the 
proceeds of the ship's duties, which have been kept back during the fifteen 
days^ embargo, he purposes to liquidate certain claims alleged to be due to 
British subjects," &c; 

This intention on the part of the Consul seems to be open to very serious 
objections, from the opportunity it affords of enabling the Chinese authorities 
to misrepresent the real facts of this case, and likewise to be calculated to 
impair the high position he has so successfully assumed throughout the whole of 
this controversy, and I have therefore thought it my duty to acquaint 
Mr. Alcock with my views on this subject, which I hope may prove to be in 
unison with your Lordship^s. 

Complete redress having beet- afforded on this occasion, on the part of the 
Chinese authorities, through the able negotiation and strenuous exertions of 
Mr; Alcock, it may perhaps appear invidous in my alluding to my former letters 
to that gentleman, wherein 1 stated I thought he had exceeded the authority 
intended to have been reposed in the Consuls generally. I, nevertheless, think 
it my duty to advert to them, as probably Mr. Alcock's success on this occasion 
may embolden less competent gentlemen to follow in his steps, should 
circumstances of a similar nature arise at their Consulates, which may from 
various causes probably not result in the same satisfactory manner ; and hence 
I am desirous of receiving your Lordship's views and orders on this subject 
generally, that I may not unnecessarily interfere with the Consuls, if it be 
intended that they should exercise tlic extended powers acted on by Mr, Consul 
Alcock on this occasion, and at the same time become aware of the extent of 
my own responsibilities. 

I have, &c, 
(Signed) S. O. BOlS^HAM. 




Inclosure 1 in lifo. 54. 
Consul Alcock to Sir /. Davis. 



Sir, Shanyhac, March 25, 1848. 

REFERRING to my despatch of the I7th instant, I liave the honour 
toj inclose a further correspondence with the Chinese authorities, and minutes 
of a conference, which will inform your Excellency of the progress of tlie 
negotiations up to the present date. 

On the 18th instant, finding that the Taoutac had, issued a public 
Proclamation to the grain junk owners on the 16th instant (after he had seen 
me in the morning and disclaimed all intention of moving the junks), calling 
upon them at onc*i to sail out by twos and threes, and that a number of junks 
were actually prepared to start by the next tide, I issued a Notice^ copy of 
originals and translation is inclosed, marked No. 2, and took care that it was 
circulated throughout the grain junks, warning the owners and sailors that no 
Government grain junks would be allowed to pass Her Majcsty^s ship 
" Childers" in the lower anchorage, I took this step with great reluctance, 
but the bad faith of the Taoutae,, and the necessity, as iar as possible, 
of averting any collision, seemed to me both to justify and make it 
imperative. i i i 

This- was well received by the junk men, and appeared to be not only 
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ithoroug^hly understood but acquiesce in. I received a viBit from the Che-heen 
shortly afterwards, urging me to let the first detachment of junks sail, lest the 
Tabutae should be seriously compromised. This seems to indicate the belief of 
the authorities, for the first time, that the course of action adopted would be 
carried through until the end was attained, and that serious consequences to 
themselves must follow. 

The succeeding morning, the 19th instant, at a very early hour, the 
^aoutae came to the Consulate, apparently with the view of appealing to my 
feelings. I assured him that I bore no personal ill will in the matter ; but 
satisfied that British interests, and life and property were compromised by the 
neglect manifested in the seizure of the ofienders, I could not for a moment 
contemplate abandoning the position taken to enforce such just demands. 

Evidently nothing but subterfuge and delay was now to be expected from 
the Taoutae; and the time appeared to have arrived for carrying an appeal to a 
higher authority, and by that means provide for the withdrawal, within a short 
arid limited period, of the embargo on the grain junks, the indefinite 
prolongation of which was to be avoided, if possible, lest injury to the junk 
owners might ultimately create a bad feeling among the people^ who, I had 
reason to believe, hitherto regarded my demands as just in themselves, and 
the whole affair a question with the authorities in which they were little 
interested. 

I therefore determined, without further delay, on sending a statement 
(copy of which is inclosed marked No. 3) addressed to the Governor-General 
at Nanking, with the whole of the Chinese correspondence, claiming that redress 
which I could not obtain from the Taoutae, and requesting that a delegate of 
rank might be sent down to institute the necessary inquiries on the spot^ and 
take the most rigorous and effective measures to seize the ringleaders. 

In my letter, marked No. 4, to the Senior Naval Officer, Captain Pitman, 
requesting that a passage to Nanking might be afforded the Yice-Consul and 
Interpreter in one of Her Majesty *s ships, I explain fully the grounds upon 
which I held such a measure expedient. 

Captain Pitman's answer. No. 5, placing Her Majesty*s sloop ^' Espiegle *' 
^fc my disposal conveys his full concurrence in the expediency of the measure, 
and his conviction of its importance for the protection of British interests at 
this port. 

JMr, Vice-Consul llobortson^s instructions are marked No. 6. He ij> 
therein directed to deliver my statement to the Governor-General in person^ 
and if possible to secure the dispatch of a delegate of rank before the 
** Espiegle*' returned. 

Any further delay I conceived would only complicate matters* The arrival 
of men to personate the ofienders was to be expected; and in the event of mW- 
chievous efforts on the i)art of the authorities to stir up the junk owners and 
others to force the passage of the river for the grain boats, impatient under the 
idea of an indefinite period of delay, I felt the dispatch of the brig would give 
me the means of arresting any proceedings of the nature indicated, both on 
the part of the authorities and the people, by announcing a reference to 
Nanking and the speedy arrival of an answer from the Governor-General 

These expectations have been fully realized. On the 2Ist instant I 
received, inclosurc No. 7, a letter from the Taoutae announcing the return of 
the Haefang with two of the ringleaders. My reply, No* 8, informed him that 
I would bring the three parties who had been attacked to identify the prisoners 
the following day. 

The inclosed minute of the interview, No. 9, will show the silly imposition 
attempted. One man was certainly not the party he pretended to be ; and in 
all probability the other merely personated for a certain sum one of the real 
offeiider^t 

The week since the departure of the ^'Espifegle " has been one continued 
^ruggle on the part of the authorities, by every kind of subterfuge and 
manoeuvre, to extricate the ^rain junks, at the same tim,e that they otficially 
communicated to me the absence of all efforts or intention on their part. At' 
first some of the junks already It'^den were sent down, when these were turned 
back, junks partially laden with grain, and covered over with cotton or bricks 
trici to pass ; finally, a number of empty junks were dispatched, and these 
being allowed to pass, the next tide brought down from twenty to thirty small 
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boat§ covered over with bricks, &c., but laden with grain, for the purpose of. 
loading the empty junks in the reach below. 

The duty of stopping* sucli a number of boats and junks is of course 
harassing, and some few no doubt may have escaped, but the number is so 
small that, compared with the large fleet of some 500 now ready for sea, the 
Taoutae's position cannot have been improved. No collision or injury has 
resulted from these attempts,, which are simply wearisome. 

Gn the 23rd instant I received a deputation from the junk owners and 
others, who desired to represent to me that further detention would be injurious 
to them, and I took the opportunity of pointing out to them that the outrage 
offered in the first instance, and the subsequent impunity of the offenders, was 
so far from being a small affair, as I had understood some of them represented 
it in comparison with the detention of 1,000 junks, that a repetition of such 
injuries must tend to a renewal of hostilities, which, as a grievous calamity to 
them, I was very anxious to avert by the much milder measure of detaining 
for a time, until redress was afforded, the Government grain in the river. 

Having learned the evening before that intelligence had been received at 
the Taoutae's office of the sailing up the Yang-tsze-keang of an European 
vessel, I xio longer felt any hesitation, considering also that a four days' start 
had been obtained, in relieving the minds of the junk holders, by informing 
them that in a few days a ship from Nanking would return, bringing I presume 
the answer of the Governor-General, to whom the whole matter had been 
referred, at which they expressed the most unequivocal satisfaction, anticipating 
the certain termination of all further difliculty as a necessary result, and • 
apparently the removal of the Taoutac suggested itself to their minds, as a 
further subject of congratulation. 

An hour previously I had given the same information to the Taoutac 

(So. 10), who replied on the 24th (No. 11), agreeing that it was necessary to 

at patiently the results of my comnninication to the Governor-Gcnorai, and 

tempting to persuade me tliat all the vessels and boats daily proceeding 

down the river with grain formed no portion of that which was destined for 

Peking* ^ . , „ a ^ 

I learn that tlie Nea-tac, or Provincial Judge, has arrived irom Soo-cliow 
at Tsing-poo, and he reports that he ha.i a -:tually apprehended two of the chief 
offenders, while the Canton merchant, known as Sam-qua, has made Ins 
appearance here, and tells, me he has been sent in hxbtc by the Lieutenant- 
Governor at Soo.chow, to assure me that tlic Lieutenant-Govornov regards with 
great displeasure the Taoutao*s conduct in the recent affair, and to invite , 
me, in communication with tlic Ner.-tao, to devise some equitable mode ot 
adjustment. 

As Pam-qua is not accrcdiled by auy letter or icumoni addressee to me 
from the Lieutenant-Governor, I can only consider him, notwithstanding his 
purchased official rank, as unauthorized to enter into any official communication. 
His object appears to be to obtain the sailing of the grain junks, ^>on the 
production of two offenders, under guarantee of the Provincial Judge, that the 
remainder shall be seized within a given time, while he also affirms t uit as soon 
as tlie affair has ceased to attract so much attention, the Taoutac will be 

For such a termination I am prepared to treat, as probable the best attai^ii-' 
able, and if even two of the real oifenders can l)c identified and punished, the 
object I had in view, when I first insisted upon redress, will have been accomv 
plislicd. An example of the serious consequences of injury to British subjects, 
with refusal of redress will have been made, which, taking into consideration all 
the attendant circumstances, must, I am satisfied, have the best ellect, botu at 
Shanghae, and in the country, ^ , ,. , . 

The bulk of the people, as I have previously stated, are peaceably enough- 
disposed while thefearofconsequ nces is over them: but it was necessary to 
prove to the Ul-disposed among them, and to the junk population more espe- 
fcially, that no difficulty would be allowed to stand in the way ot redress for such 
an outrage as British subjects had suffered in this instance and that even ^t tje 
local authorities were disposed to hold l)ack, means would be tound, through 
their own superior officers, of enforcing more rigorous measures. . . „ . „^ 

I see much reason to believe that this will be ^^i^'''^'\ 
collision or loss, either to the foreign community or the Chinese at this poit, 
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and, in that case^ I ami sanguine in the hope that: permanent benefit may be 
the result. 

Ihave, &c. 
(Signed) RUTHERFORD ALCOCK. 



Inclosure 2 in ISo. 54. 

Notification* 
(Translation.) 

ALCOCK, Her Britannic Majesty's Consul, notifies the following to all the 
owners of rice junks no>^' at anchor in the Hwang-poo, and others, for their full 
information.. 

Three British subjects Avere lately murderously attacked and plundered at 
Tsing-pooby a number of grain junk men; the authorities have delayed from day 
to day,, merely looking idly around them, neither prosecuting nor adjusting the 
matter according to the laws, I, the Consul, am^ therefore, obliged to compel 
them to afford redress, and, therefore, none of the above vessels can. leave the 
port with rice until the affair has been satisfactorily arranged. 

But as I would not wish that any injury be intlicted upon the good people; 
I first make this^ known by notification. From the date of this notice let none 
of you, junk.ownersi or others, move your vessels.. Should you offer any opposi- 
tion, then the vessel of war of my nation, now in the river, wiU open her great 
guns, and you will be involved in misery of your own: seeking* Say not that I 
gave you not timely notice. 

A special notification. 

Dated lith day of the 2nd month of the Woo-shin year. (March 18, 1848.) 



Inclosure 3 in No. 54. 
Consul Alcock to the Governor-General of Nanking. 

ALCO0K> Consul^ &c., makes this statement : — 

On the 8th instant three British subjects, Mn Medhurst, Mr. Lockhart, 
and Mr, Muirhead, Missionaries of the English nation, were on an excursion to 
Tfling-poo, witliin the limits assigned at this port, and while ijcaceably distri- 
buting their tracts to those who desired to Imvc them, were assailed with stones, 
and pressed upon by some grain junk men. Seeing that these men were 
disposed to seek some pretext for creating a disturbance, my countrymen, very 
properly, determined on immediately leaving the city, that no injury mijght arise 
to any one ; and, being able to speak the language, they remonstrated with the 
men, and were allowed, to pass through the crowd, and. out of the city, without 
molestation* 

When on their way to the boat by the side of the canal, thejr heard behind 
a number of men shouting, and on turning saw some twenty or thirty grain junk 
men armed with swords, chains, clubs, hoes, &c., who,, as they approached^ 
threatened, with furious gestures to kill them. 

My countrymen being but three in number, and, moreover, peaceable and 
inoffensive, desiring above all things to avoid violence to themselves or others, 
seeing these men too excited to listen to reason, ran for their lives in the hope 
of regiiining* their boat. 

This was soon found to be impossible, and they accordingly stood stiU ; 
and, when their pursuers* came up, it was found that they were another set of 
graia junk. men, and not .those with whom they had remonstrated in the city. 
They were asked why they thus pursued and threatened peaceabte foreigners, 
and were answered thai one of the grain junk men had been killed in the city, 
and they would now kill the foreigners. 

With:no. better pretext than this miserable falsehood, the ruffians fell upon 
my countrymen with all their weapons, felled them to the ground> wounding two 
of them in the.* head,, and. severely injuring all, without regard to the white hairs 
pfthe most aged of the party, whom they beat, kicked, and trampled on with 
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tlie:greatest barl)ai%* Not a blow was struck by the British ; and in return 
for all the ill-treatment they received, believhig their lives would be taken with 
.the same atrocity as had been displayed at Canton so recently, they merely 
endeavoured, by entreaty and remonstrance, to soften the hearts of their 
assailants. One man several times, armed with a s^vord, attemi>ted to drag 
IVIn Lockhart down, threatening to cut off hisliead; but, fortunately. Air. Lockhart 
struggled, abd kept his feet. 

When they had been completely crippled, and disabled from offering, if 
ihey iad desired, the slightest resistance, they were plundered of watches, 
spectacles, and^ whatever they had about them, including part of their clotbes-; 
and when nothing more was^o be obtained, the junk "men consulted whether 
tiey should kill them on the spot, or take them to the grain junks on the other 
ride of the citv, and there hold them prisono'S for a large ransom. 

As Mr. Medhurst and Mr. Lockhart understood their language, all this 
was clearly heard. 

The majority appeared to decide on taking them to the grain junks, and 
when on their way, and near to the city, some of the Che-heen*s men mingled 
with them; and when the party arrived at a bridge leading to the city gate, a 
difference -of opinion existing among the grain junk men whether their prisoners 
should be taken through the city, or round on the outside, the latter, aided by 
the police runners* and 'Surrounded by a number of peaceable citizens, managed 
to escape to the other side, and so entered the city. They were taken through 
the streets, covered with blood, their clothes rent, and their bodies covered with 
contusions. They were seen in this pitiable state l)y thousands of the well- 
disposed inhabitants, who could not lielp expressing sympatliy and sorrow for 
those who had suffered such unprovoked violence. 

On arriving at the Che-heen*s, that officer received them wit!^ civility, 
promised immediately to have the guilty parties apprehended, and the stolen 
property restored ; and after they liad somewhat i*ccovcred, he sent them to 
their boat, and on to Shanghae, with an escort, where they arrived, and laid 
their complaint before mo, with all the evidence of the murderous nature of the 
attack. 

After careful examination, it is quite certain that the only shadow of 
provocation for any angry feeling wa,s a slight scratch on the face, received from 
the end of Mr. Lockhart\s stick, who witli his back to the crowd, in streteliing 
out his arms trying thus peaceably to prevent the crowd of junk men, who were 
pressing forward and hustling him, from injuring his more aged companion in 
front, inadvertently grazed the cheek of a sailor, 

But the party who attacked were not even the same men, and nothing can 
be more certain than the fact tliat tliese rulKans, without any plea or pretext 
whatever, determined to fall upon the detoncelcss foreigners for the purpose of 
either plundering or murdering them, or both, 

Before the officers returned to Tsing-poo on tlie 9th instant, X saw his 
Excellency the Taoutae, and bringing before him the enormity of the crime 
committed, and the certain insecurity to Britisli life that must result, if so 
grievous an outrage, seen by thousands, Averc allowed to pass without full and 
immediate redress, I urged tlie necessity of tlic most prompt and vigonms 
measures being taken to seijce a few of the principal offenders without delay, 
that they might be brought here to be identided, and afterwards punished 
according to law. 

It is now twelve days since the outrage was committed^ and not one of 
these criminals have been seixed. 

Perceiving that redress was not afforded, that all my remonstrances fiiiled 
in procuring the seizure of the offenders, E called upon his Excellency the 
Taoutaeon the 13th instant (the 5th day after the occurrence), pointed out to 
him that delay, under such circumstances, could only be looked upon as a 
denial of ^justice, and was not only calculated to exercise the most disastrous 
influence \xpon our relations at this port, but directly to compromise both life 
and property. Finding that really nothing had, up to that time, been effected, 
I reluctantly notified the -necessity I was\inder of stopping tlie payment of all 
duties on British ships, and the sailing of the grain junks, until ten of the cliief 
offenders had been seized and brought down to Shanghae. 

His Excellency the Taoutae has pleaded his inability to comply with^ my 
requests withhi any definite or reasonable period. But this pie of inability, 
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becomes, in fact, a plea of irresponsibility for any injury or outrage that may be 
offered a British subject, and were it once allowed, would invalidate the Treaty, 
I, therefore, in accordance with the 4th Clause of the American Treaty, to the 
privileges of which we are entitled^ address myself ,direct to your Excellency 
and claim that redress at your hands, which cannot be obtained from the local 
authorities. 

It will be very evident to your Excellency, that without the efficient 
protection of the Chinese authorities, no foreigners can enjoy that security for 
tife and property, and freedom from molestation, solemnly guaranteed by the 
Emperor of Chma to all British subjects within his dominions, by the Treaty 
of Nanking, not less clear is it that when criminals who put life and property 
in peril by brutal outrage, as in this instance, in open day and the vicinity of a 
populous city, are not promptly seized and punished, there is in fact no 
protection, and the most important provisions of the Treaty are violated. 

It is impossible that Her Britannic Majesty should permit the lives of her 
subjects, wherever they are permitted by Treaty to reside, to be thus perilled, 
without protection or redress being offered by the Chinese authorities, and to 
avert the consequences of a continued denial of justice at this port, I have to 
request that your Excellency will be pleased, without delay, to appoint and 
dispatch a delegate of rank, authorized to institute the necessary inquiries on 
the spot, and to take the most rigorous and effective measures at once to seize 
the ringleaders in this murderous outrage, 

**^ It is of course my duty to report the whole of the circumstances to Her 
Majesty'^ Plenipotentiary, and request his Excellency's instructions, but as 
considerable time must elapse before these can be received, or any steps can be 
taken here, in consequence of communication with the Imperial Commissioner 
at Canton, 1 have deemed it imperative to prevent, if possible, the bad effects 
of any further delny, by sending this statement to the chief authority of the 
Province, 

Her Majesty's Vice-Consul Robertson, second officer at this port, is the 
bearer of this statement to your Excellency, to whom he is directed to deliver 
it in person, and he is accompanied by the interpreter Parkes, that he may 
afford any further information your Excellency may desire. He is fully cognizant 
of all the circumstances. For the better attainment of this object, I also send 
the whole of the correspondence between his Excellency the Taoutae and 
myself, and I trust that your Excellency will sec the absolute necessity for 
quickly complying with my request, that \i groat wrong in the violation of our 
Treaty Eights may be redressed, and the great scheme of commercial inter* 
course, and the maintenance of friendly relations, between the two countries 
ensured. 

Her Majesty's Vice-Consul will wait with the ship of war, that he may 
bring me back information of the departure of the officer I have requested 
might be sent, and your Excellency's answer to this important statement. 



Inclosure 4 in Il^o. 54. 
Consul Alcock to Commander Pitman, 



Sir, Shanghae, March 19, 1 848, 

SIX days have now elai)3ed since I notified to his Excellency the Taoutae 
my determination to stop the payment of duties on British ships, and the 
sailing of the fleet of Government grain junks now in the river (amounting to 
more than a thousand in number), and further to adopt whatever means might 
be in my power to compel prompt redress for the grievous outrage offered to 
British subjects six days previous to such notification; Nevertheless the chief 
offenders, demanded on the 9th instant, the day after the attack took place, have 
not yet been seized* 

The Taoutae, who has been with me this morning, with a view to induce 
me to take off the embargo on the grain junks^ gives me no reasonable ground 
to hope that the criminals will shortly or certainly be seized. On the contrary, 
if any credence is to be attached to the statenaents of the local authorities, 
they have been allowed to escape from Tsing-poo, necessitating, I fear, both a 
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long and doubtful pursuit; Avhctlur effective measures liavc even now been 
taken to insnro their ultimate apprehension is at tbo best uncertain, and yet 
I have abundant evidence tliat the obstructive measures adopted, have greatly 
alarmed the Taoutae^ and that he at last sees and feels Her Majesty\s Consul 
has,,at this moment, both the power and the ^vill to mvolvc him in the most 
serious difficulties. 

There is a very general hnpression among the Chinese, that in tlic first 
instance the chief parties implicated, or a few of tlicm might liave been seized — 
whatever difficulty may now be experienced is to be attributed to the dilatory 
proceedings of all the local authorities, immediately after the occurrence of the 
outrage. Having maturely weighed all the circumstances, and the unsatisfactory 
aspect of the negotiations, I am satisfied the time has now come to advance a 
step further, and carry the claim for redress to banking, where the, Governor- 
General of this Province resides. It has been found impossible by any coercive 
but pacific measures, to obtain justice here, and in such cusos it lias been 
provided by the 4th clause of tlie Prench and American 'J reaticis, that the 
Consul, shall, if he see fit, communicate with the superior authority of the 
Province. 

Such a step, therefore, is sanctioned by Treaty, and it is further calculated, 
I conceive, to afford a lesson of salutary influence hereafter to the local autho- 
rities of this port, by showing them that unredressed injury to British subjects 
residing within their jurisdiction, may at any time be carried before the superior 
authority of the Province, in a manner so unacceptable by the presence of 
a ship of war, as seriously to compromise their position with their own 
Government. 

There cannot be the slightest doubt that, but for the fortuitous cinnun- 
stance that a large fleet of grain junks laden for Pckin, and ready to be 
disptchcd by sea, was in the river — an event that has never happened before, 
and the chance which brought on the instant, as it were, two of Her Majesty's 
ships into the port, to support the demands of the Consul, these, however 
pressing, would up to the present moment have received little attention. AVhen 
it is further considered, that with these unusual advantages, it has been found 
impossible either to obtain redress, or any satisfactory guarantee that it will bo 
afforded even after longer delay, it must be evident that a stronger measure still 
is required to attain that end, and one I repeat that will if possible leave behind 
it a strong and permanent impression of the immediate danger to the local 
authorities of any conduct calculated so seriously to con)pronn\sc our best 
interests, and our security at Shanghae. 

It only remains for me, therefore, to beg that you will be i)leased 
to afford passages in one of Her Majesty's ships to Nanking, to ]3rookc 
Robertson, Esq., Her Majesty's Vice-Consul, and H. Parkes, Esq., the officiating 
Interi)rcter, together with a Chinese Clerk and two official messengers. 

The Vice-Consul will be the bearer of an official comnnmicatiou to 
the Governor-General, detailing all the facts, and demanding redress. As llie 
Taoutae has, I conceive, wholly failed in the discharge of this part of his duty, 
I shall request that an officer of rank be sent down to^ take more effective 
measures, and it appears to me desirable that a discretionary power should 
be left with the commanding officer of Her Majesty's ship in communication 
with the Vice-Consul, to defer his return for a period not exceeding six days, in. 
in order that Mr. Robertson may have the opportunity of thus enforcing 
my request, that an officer of rank shall be dispatched befor the ship leaves. 

The Vice-ConsuPs instructions arc to deliver the official communication of 
which he is the bearer, to the Governor^General in person, and to him alone. 

If the Governor-General refuse to afford the opportunity of doing so, the 
Vice-Consul will report the same to the commanding officer, and the ship 
should, in that case, return without delay. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) RUTHERFORD ALCOCK. 
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laclosure 5 in'lfo. 6L 
Commander Pitman to Consul. Alcock. 

Sir, Shanghae, March 19, 1848. 

IN reply to your letter of this day's date, I beg leave to acquaint you tliat 
J have placed Her Majes^y^s sloop " Espidgle '* at your disposal, and that she 
will be ready to sail:at daylight to-morrow morning. I have drdered a passage 
for B. Robertson^ Esq., Her Majesty*s Vice-Consul, and others, who are the 
bearers of your official despatch to the Governor-General of this Province at 
Nanking, and I have directed Commander Campbell to carry out your wishes. 

^As a period of eleven days has elapsed since the violent outrage was 
committed on the English Missionaries, and his ExcellericJy the Taoutae not 
having afforded that redress, which it appears he had quite in his power at first, 
but now may have some difficulty in doing, I consider under thfese circumstances 
you have adopted the only measures to obtain redress anda satisfactory answer; 
nad such not been done I am fully persuaded that our best interests would have 
been compromised at this port. 

Being quite aware of the great responsibility you have takfen upon yourself, 
of which I bear a share, but in my own opinion the time has arrived to show 
the Chinese Government that English subjects cannot be so shamefully treated 
under the immediate eyes of their own officers, without bringing punishment 
upon the offenders ; and I do hope that Her Majesty's i?lenipotentiary and 
Government will see the necessity of the steps that have been adopted by you, 
in which I most cordially agree, and have tendered my best support. 

It is calculated, I conceive, to teach the authorities here that such 
atrocious acts cannot go unpunished, and it will further tend, I trust, for 
the better protection of Her Majesty's subjects, and of the English flag from 
insult. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J, C* PITMAN. 



Inclosure 6 in No. 54. 
Consul Alcock to Vicc'-Consul Rok^rtson. 

Sir, Shanghae, March 19, 1848. 

HER Majesty's ship ^'Espi^gle*' will leave the anchorage at daybreak 
io-morrow for Nanking, and I have to request that you will proceed with her to 
that city and lie the bearer of the inclosed communication to the Governor- 
General of the province. 

On your arrival you will take the necessary steps to make known to his 
Excellency that you are instructed to deliver to him in person, a statement 
from Her Britannic Majesty^s Consul at this port, and you will use your 
best endeavours, taking care to avoid anything that may compromise your 
own position or that of the Consul, to effect this the principal object of your 
mission. 

You will see by the inclosed letter to the Senior Naval Officer, Captain 
Pitman, the instructions T have requested might be given to the Commander of 
Her Majesty's ship " Espifigle." 

He will, no doubt, be authorized, in communication with you, to exercise a 
discretionary power to delay his return for a period of six days, should you 
conceive the presence of the "Espi^gle" may expedite the departure of a 
delegate from the Governor-General, which I consider an object of great 
importance. 

Whenever this be itnnouhced within the above period, you will, of course, 
signify to Captain Campbell that the return of his ship need not be further 
delayed. And should you see occasion to do so, in any interview with the 
Governor-General, you are authorized to intimate that the period of departure 
must, in some degree, be contingent upon that of a delegate for Shanghae. In 
my official letter to his Excellency, I have referred hini to you should he desire 
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any further particulars respecting the recent outrage at Tsiug^poo, and my 
eommunicatious with tlie Taoutae. The whole of the correspondence has been 
inclosed. 

Mr, Parkes, a writer, and two official messengers, will be under your 
orders and accompany you, and should any unforeseen contingencies render 
communication with me desirable before your return, the messenger can be 
dispatched inland, I presume with safety, and should it appear necessary, means 
will be found of sending you an answer by the same short route. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ' IIUTHERFORD ALCOGK. 



Inclosure 7 in JiTo. 54» 
Tht Taoutae to Consul Alcoch. 



(Translation.) 

HBEN, by imperial Appointment, Military Intendant of Circuit of 
Soo-chow-foo, Sung-Keang-foo and Taetsang-chow, makes this communication* 

This morning, at about 8 o'clock, the Sub-prefect Chin, returned from 
tsing-poo, having seized two grain junk sailors, ringleaders in the late affray, 
named Lew Jubfa, and Wang Juhshan, together with an iron spade and a 
rattan stick ; accordingly on their arrival, I, the Taoutae, together with the 
Sub'prefecfc and Magistrate, summoned the vagabonds before us for 
interrogation.- They confessed in their evidence, having struck and wounded 
the British ^subjects, and it is most evident and clear that chcy are the 
ringleaders, without a doubt. T, therefore, make this communication to you,, 
the Honourable Consul, and beg that you will depute p'jople to my office, in 
order that they may be clearly and truly identified and* i)unishcd as the law 
directs. It will be fortunate if there is not the slighte?fc delay. 

A necessary communication. 

Taoukwang, 28th year, 2nd month, 17th day. (21st March, 1848.) 



Inclosure 8 in No. 54. 
Consul Alcock to the Taoutae. 



March 21, 1848. 

I HAVE just received your communication which I have thoroughly 
understood, io the effect that two of the ringleaders of the grain junk snilors 
engaged in the late affray had been seized, and requesting me to depute people 
to your office in order that they m5ght be truly identified, &c. 

I, the Consul, will in person, accompanied by the three British subjects, 
proceed to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock to your honourable ofHce, in order 
that they may be clearly identified. 

I send this reply, wishing you joyful days. 

21st March, 1848. 



Inclosure 9 in T^o. 54. 

Minute, 

Minute of conference with his Excellency the Taoutae, held at the Taoutae's 
residence on the 22nd instant; present the Hae-fang and Che-heen ; and 
accompanying Her Majesty's Consul, Captain Pitman, R!N., F. Harvey, 
"Bsq,^ and Messrs. the Rev. W. H. Medhurst, Muirhead, and W. Lockhart. 

THE Taoutae having in his note of the previous day acquainted the 
Consul that the Hae-fang had returned from Tsing-poo, bringing with him two 
of the ringleaders in the late outrage, who confessed to have been actively 

J. ^ 



engaged in stirring up their companions and assaulting the foreigners. Tht 
Consul liad replied that at 10 o'clock this morning he would be with the 
Taoatae and bring the injured parties to see if they could identify tlie 
prisoners^ 

The two prisoners having been brought forward, were exauune<l by Messrs. 
Medhurst, Lockhart, and Muirhead, but they severally affirmed, without a 
moment's hesitation, that these men had not been among the more active of 
their assaihmts^ and that they did not recognise them in the least as of tlie 
party. The Hower-spade of Mr. Lcekhart, and tlie walking-stick of JIV. 
Medhui*st producetl^ were certainly not taken from ihom by these men, the first 
having been thrown away in the field by lifr. Lockhart himself^ and the latter 
was seized by some i ther i>arty. 

The Taoutae contended that these articles proved the identity of the men 
as ringleaders or principals in the assault — that the prisoners tliemsclves 
confessed their active participation, the one stating himself to be the junk xiiau 
whom Mr, Lockhart had wounded in the face. 

This man on being asked whether that occurrence took place at the east 
or the west gate, replied at the south gate, the accident having taken place in 
the centre of the city. Moreover, ho pointed to his forehead as the place where 
he received the scratch, Mr. Lockhart distinctly deposing to its having been his 
check and not his forehead. He is quite assured this is not the maii, whom he 
could easily recognise, and, moreover, if it were him, he was not among the 
number of their assailants^ consequently was not one of the parties demanded 
as the ringleader in the assault. 

Anj' discussion as to these being the principals seemed^ after this palpable 
attempt at imposture, superfluous. The Consul contented himself, therefore, 
with pointing out the manifest falsehood involved in the evidence, and stating 
that acting from no personal or vindictive feeling, but from a firm conviction 
that the security of Britisli subjects and the maintenance of peaceful relations 
were dependent upon redress being obtained for such serious outrages, he had 
tiiken the strong measures which the occasion seemed to demand^ and must 
continue in the same course until adequate satisfaction should be obtained. 
These two prisoners could at best only be considered as the forerunners of those 
principal offenders whose apprehension had been insisted upon and promised 
from the beginning, and he should sincerely rejoice to see these unpleasant 
negotiations terminated by such redress being afforded as could not ])c denied 
without injustice and a violation of treaties. 

The Taoutae replied that the authorilies were most anxious to do all in 
tlieir power ; that the Leang-taou, or Superintendent of the Grain Department, 
and the Judge of Ihe Province had been dispatched to Tsing-poo to proceed 
against and seize the offenders, which abundantly proved the willingness of the 
authorities to afford redress. 

The Consul stated that he looked upon these measures as the first evidence 
that had been afforded of a desire that justice should finally be done, and he 
rejoiced therefore to learn that such steps had been taken. 

The^ Taoutae observed that the Consul mast bear in mind the Chinese rule 
for managing such affairs was first to use small means, and, proceed, by degrees 
to call into play stronger and more, ample powers. They had accordingly done 
so in this instance, and no doubt more of the offenders would be seized, but lie 
feared tJiat after all they might not be identified, as in the hurry and excite- 
ment it was probable^ the injured parties paid little attention to the countenances 
of their assailants. 

The Consul said no doubt it might be difficult for the parties who for so 
long a time were brutally maltreated and put in peril of their lives to recognize 
the faces of all their assaik its, but it could hardly be that among tlic twenty 
or thirty of the more active of these men,, in whose hands Mr. Medhurst and 
his companions remained for prob.ably an hour or more, there should not be 
many whom the latter could at once and distinctly recognize if they saw them. 
The Taoutae must also bear iii mind, as suggested by Mr. Lockhart, that many 
of the parties whose apprehension the Consul demanded, had been under the 
eyes of, and in close contaqt for a considerable period, with ten or twelve, of the 
Che-heen's policemen, and they must if they choscj be abia to identify the 
more, guilty ot the plunderers. He, repeated -fchat^ if these men escaped with 
impunity^ such deplorable scenes must be expected to recur with a frequency 
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and ilanficer io life which could not fail to oinhroil (he two eountrios. In 
firmly pvessmg for justice in the present instauco^ thcrelore^ Her ^laje.^ty'.^ 
Consiil looked beyond the immediate results, and u'as in truth trying* to 
avert still greater calamities, of a nature to be deplored by both nations. 

QMie Taoutae admitted in general terms the justice oF these remarks, but 
re^'retted the extreme difliculty of complete .success in their eilurts to appreliend 
a nuniber of the principal ollenderrf, there being* men who hang on to the 
junks as it were, who Ao not properly belong them : they are not therefore 
duly registered, nor are the officers of the junks re.^pon;>ible for their actions. 

With these remarks the interview ended. 

(Signed) ROTHERFOKD ALCOCK, Conml, 



Inclosure 10 ia 2s^o. 54. 
Consul Alcoch to the Titouiae. 



AliCOCK, Her Britannic Majesty^s Consul at Shanghne, makes this 
communication. 

Notwithstanding your Excellency has been informed that, until redress 
has been aftbrded for the late outrage, the Government grain junks ^^ill not be 
allowed to leave the river, the attempt is being daily made ])ursuant to your 
orders„ of last week, and by threes, fours, and fives, they sail down to the ship- 
of-war, and arc then turned back, incurring all the risk of a collision, which 
could only complicate the affair in a degree that must be prejudicial to all 
parties ; and now, to-day, a new nttonipl has been made by sending down 
small boats laden with rice, that la^ and empty junks below may take it in, 
which is against all reason. 

I have now sent a sliip-of-war to Nanking, with a statement of all that 
has passed, to the Governor-General, claiming at his Excellency's hands that 
fustice I have been unable to induce you, the Honourable Taoutae, to afford. 
Many days cannot elapse before the answer of his Excellency \yill be here, and 
in the mcautime I must beg you to consider well, that a collision between the 
man-of-war of my nation and the grain junks is of more serious importance 
than the temporary delay of these junks, and I again repeat to your Excellency 
that all the consequences of any such collision must rest upon your Excellency's 
head, and not upon mine, I therefore make this comnumication, and beg that 
you will give it your best consideration. 

A necessary communication. 

March 23, 184S. 



Inclosure 11 in I?o. 54. 
The Taoutae to Consul AlcocL 



(Translation.) 

HEEK by Imperial appointment. Superintendent of Maritime Customs 
in Keang-soo, Military Intendant of Circuit of Soo-chow-foo, Sung-keang-too, 
and 'J'aetsang-chow, makes this connnunication in reply. 

I have received a communication from you, the Honourable Consul, stating 
(Here follows an extract of Mr. Consul Alcock^s letter, of 23rd March). 

On receiving this, I find that with regard to the late outrage uopn certain 
British subjects bythe grain junk men, T, the ;JWae, recent^^^^ 
high offi'cerlon the subject, and have now heard that the^y- have deputed officers 
of high rank to proceed in haste to Tsing-poo and there direct the local, 
civil, and military oflicers, together with «^^ <>ffif ^^ ^^\^^^^^'S? of th^ 
make strict seizures of the vagabonds, who will now be seized and brought 

down in a few days. . . , £ i^ ,.,.^^^^.7 1^ 

The Honourable Consul, having now deputed a man-of-war to proceed to 

mnkin*?, with a statement of all the circumstances, we must wait until the 
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Q overnor-General, Le, has made himself aquaiuted with the whole of the 
circumstances, when lie can settle the aftiiir. But I find that with regard to 
the grain junks they all carry a flag, and are easily recognized ; moreover, they 
are all anchored in the middle of Hwang-iJoo river. TJiat which the small 
boats carry, however, is the rice that is brought from various places to put 
into the large junks, not intending at this time to go out of the port. I must> 
therefore, beg the Honourable Consul to examine clearly into the affair, when 
he will find it to be so. At present we can only wait quietly untill the higli 
officers liave made seizure of the vagabonds, or until the reply of the Governor- 
General, Le, is received, when we can again proceed towards settling this affair. 
A necessary communication. 

March 24, 1848. 



Inclosure 12 in No. 54. 
Constd Alcock to Sir J. Davis. 



Sir, Shanghae. March 31, 1848. 

I HAVE the- honour to report the successful termination of my efforjte to 
obtain the apprehension and punishment of the ringleaders in th)a Tsin^-poo 
outrage. 

Immediately after the sailing of Her Majesty's sloQp'^JEJspi^gle" up the 
Yang-tzc-keang was known at Soo-chow, the S"ee-tae (or l^rovincial Judge) w*as 
dispatched to ^fsing-poo with peremptory orders to seize the offenders, while 
Sam-qua, a Salt Conimissionei', was sent down to Shanghae from the Lieutenant- 
Governor, to inform me that this step had been taken. On the 29th inst^int 
the Nee-tae arrived, and having paid nle a visit, a meeting was arranged 
at the Che-heen% in order that the prisoners he had brought might be 
identified. 

The same afternoon, accompanied by Cajjtain Pitman, of Her Majesty's 
sloop " Ohilders,'* and the three British subjects who had suffered the injury, I 
met the whole of the local authorities at Che-heen's residence, and on the ten 
prisoners being produced, two were immediately identified, the one as having 
wielded with the most vindictive violence an instrument of torture, formed like a 
chain with an iron tongue at the end, and the other a sword, while he made 
several attempts to drag Mr. Lockhart to the ground. Several of the remainder 
were recognized as having been .among the assailants. 

On being thus assured that the real criminals, whom I had demanded, were 
now produced, I expressed my satisfaction, and they were all placed in the cangue 
on the spot, sentenced to this punishment for one month, and to be exposed in 
front of the new Oustom-hbuse daily, after which their further punishment or 
liberation remained to be determined according to law, and in communication 
with Her Majesty's Consul. 

This full and complete reparation left nothing to be desired, and at the 
request of the Nee-tae, I immediately relieved the grain junks of the embargo, 
and consented to the resumption of payment of the maritime duties. 

Shortly afterw^ards the ISfee-tae and the local authorities of Shanghae, with 
the officers and gentlemen who had accompanied me, returned to the Consulate 
and partook of some refreshment, thus giving to the people a ready proof of 
restored amicable relations. 

The following day 1 paid a visit of ceremony to the Fee-tae with Captain 
Pithtan, and the former returned in the cutter of the *^Ghilders" with us, in 
order to pay a visit on board Her Majesty's sloop ^'Childers," and to see some 
Europeati houses ; after which, at my suggestion, he visited Mr, Miedhurst, to 
examine the printing-press, and Mr, Lockhart, to see the Chinese hospital under 
his cha-rge,, which had all the grace of a special attention to the parties who 
had suffered the outrage. 

These movements of the JTee-tae of couse attracted much attention among 
the Chinese, and seemed well calculated to inspire confidence in the perfect 
restoration of harmony between the authorities of both nations. 

At the iKTee-tae's request^ I issued the inclosed notice to the junk owners 
and sailors, acquainting them, that justice having been obtained by the seizure 
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and piunslmlent of ten of the ringleaders, no furtlier obstacle existed to the 
sailing of the grain junks. 

On the same day, it had been agreed between \m Excellency, the Xee-lae, 
and myself^ that he should address to me an official communication, reporting 
the S9i;«iire of ten of the principal offenders, their punishment in the cangue, and 
subsequent amenability to the laws of the country ; any further punishment, 
or' their liberation, only taking place in communication with Her Majesty's 
Consul 

The official note came on the 30th : but so obviously calculated to misrepre- 
sent tlie facts, give a false colouring to the outrage, and leave the power in the 
hands of the authorities to make the punishment merely nominal, that it Avas 
forthwith returned with a verbal remonstrance, and such suggested alterations as 
would defeat the purpose thus clearly manifested. 

His Excellency gave evident signs of confusion and reluctance on being 
called upon to make the document in accordance with the agreement entered 
into the day previous, when at his request, and trusting to his good faith, I 
instantly removed the embargo on the Government grain junks. After some 
hesitation the required alteration was made, as the inclosed copy (in original 
and translation) will show. A copy and translation of the returned letter are 
annexed, in which the outrage is described asa quarrel and affray ; Avhile the 
robbery is suppressed, together with all reference to the period during v>'hich the 
men w;ere sentenced to the cangue. 

Much was urged verbally by his Excellence, as to the necessity and expc«» 
dieucy of leaving out the robbery, since that might entail a capital punishment ; 
but warned by this last act of bad faith, and tlie report current among the 
Chinese, that*tliese men had been produced under proniise of escape from any 
serious punishment, and ofacompensatingbribe in money, something of the first 
part having even been hinted at by the Nee-tae, it seemed tome inipcialive to 
listen to no suggestions of this nature; but simply io insist upon tlie \vlioIe truth 
being distinctly placed on official record. Witliout this, there was obviously 
no guarantee that the best fruit of the anxious efforts made to obtain reparation 
might not be lost, and the offenders eventually escape \\ith a re\\ard instead of 
a punishment for the murderous assault of which they had been guilty, while the 
omission of the robbery reduced it to a mere quarrel, in which the blame might 
be shared by both parties. 

To render such a result impossible, I not only insisted upon an official 
communication from the N"ae-tae and Taoufae properly worded, but sent a 
reply (copy in original and translation inclosed, No. 16) claiming the property of 
which the British subjects had been robbed, and requiring that the ten prisoners 
should be daily visible in front of the new Custom-house. 

Thus the difficulties which for some time threatened the most serious 
consequences, have happily terminated, and there is good reason to hope that 
the authorities will not again lightly venture upon a similar denial of justice, in 
any case of outrage upon British subjects for which redress may be demanded. 

Kb doubt the coercive measures adopted to effect this beneficial residt were 
stringent, and involved an amount of responsibility which I bog your Excellency 
to believe weighed heavily upon me. I have already, in vindication of those 
measures, stated fully the reasons which led me to accept so grievous a 
burden," in my two previous despatches, it only remains, therefore, that 
I should now state my conviction, that althougli some ha^sard of a serious 
collision was unavoidable, there were many probabilities against it and in favour 
of a satisfactory settlement of the important question at issue, and, finally, that 
no alternative remained but to sit down under a denial of justice, disastrous to 
our position here, and a long delay scarcely less prejudicial in its nmncihale 
effects, or to take upon myselt; on the spot, all the responsil)ility of coercive 

measures. 

I saw reason to conclude, and the event leaves no doubt of tlic correctness 
of my inference, that the will not the power was wanting, and I believed the 
means were in my hands, at the moment before the sailing of the gram junks, 
of making it the interest of the authorities, as the lesser of two evils, to afford 
the fullest reparation. Means which I conceived might be employed m strict 
accoi-dance with the best established principles of international law, without 
incurring greater risk than the interests at stake would justify. _ 

Of compulsory measures three were at my command, each progressively 
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more severe in their pressure upon the loqal authorities, but all of which seemed 
to me from the very beginning so essential, as mutually supporting each other, 
that I scarcely hoped for a successful issue by tlie employment of even the first 
two. 

To stop the payment of duties on British ships, Avas a measure which 
produced no inconvenience that might not easily be borne for weeks or months, 
it would not, therefore, prevent delay; The embargo on the fleet of 1,000 
government grain junks, on the point of sailing for Peking, to a certain extent 
supplied the means of compelling instant attention, but with the authorities 
here it only led to miserable subterfuges, attempts at personation of criminals, 
&c. The danger and embarrassment to them was no doubt serious, but so long 
as they could entertain a hope that the detention of the junks would not reach 
the ears of the superior authorities, or that their own garbled statement would 
alone be received and credited, no effective measures were taken. The sailing 
of a ship of war for llfanking at once dispelled all illusory hopes of this nature, 
and no sooner was this known at Soo-chow, as I have stated, than the !N"ee-tae*s 
departure thence left nothing further to be done or desired. 

The final result, beneficial as regards our immediate security arid interests 
here, may, 1 trust, exercise a wider and a permanent influence by counteracting 
the effect of any hostile collision at Canton, and guarding the daily increasing 
trade of this port from interruption or injurious reaction, pending the adjust- 
ment of similar but more embarrassing questions at the former. In this view I 
felt much was to be risked, and that the immediate and prospective importance 
of Shanghae alike made it imperative upon the Consul not to shrink from any 
personal responsibility to secure so great an advantage. 

A large fleet of the junks sailed to-day, and there is at this moment a 
general feeling of satisfaction throughout Sh^iinghae, I believe, that such a 
crisis has been passed without bloodshed or injury to a single individual. 

As ships^ duties to somcv amount were kept back during the fifteen days 
embargo, I purpose from the proceeds to liquidate the claims of British subjects 
on certein assets of the bankrupt Foqua, made away witli under the present 
Taoutae*s authority, respecting which I received your Exoellency^s instructions, 
and the Attorney-General's opinion in despatch of 5th July, 1847, taking care 
to inform his Excellency of the steps taken, and the grounds for thus doing 
ourselves justice before the balance of duties is paid up. 

I cannot conclude this despatch without bringing specially under the notice 
of Her Mijesty's Government the able, zealous, and cordial support I have 
received throughout these harassing negotiations from Captain Pitman, com- 
manding Her Majesty's sloop " Childcrs/* The responsibility of the measures 
adopted must of course be chiefly mine, while the merit of happily carrying out 
the blockade is that officer's; and the execution of this arduous task by the 
officers and men under his command was worthy of all praise. 

To the perfect temper, judgment, and decision invariably displayed in a 
l)artial blockade of fifteen days of peculiar difficulty, I attribute the absence of 
all bad feeling, and the escape from hostile collision during the whole period, 
upon which the final success of my efforts to obtain full and complete satisfaction, 
without resorting to actual violence, essentially depended. 

For your Excellency's further information on the details of these transac- 
tions, I beg to forward the inclosed copies of documents and correspondence, 
viz» : — 

Notification to Britidi subjects on the satisfactory termination of the 
difficulties — marked No. 17, 

OfficiaMctter to Ca^rtain Pitman, acquainting him with the cessation of the 
embargo bn the Government grain junks — ^No. 18. 

Official letter of Captain Pitman in reply— ^No. 19. 

Official communication from the Consular Representatives of foreign Powers 
at Shanghae, offering their congratulations— Inclosure No. 20. 

Official communication in teply thereto—No. 21. 

Letter of thanks from the three British subjects who suffered the outrage 
at Tsing-poo— Inclosure No. 22. 

Letter in reply thereto — ^No. 25. 

Hesolutions of a public meeting of foreign residents, conveying their 
thanks and congratulations, inclosed in a letter from the Chalrman-^No. 24, 

tett^riuTeply therctd— No. 26/ 
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, Her Majesty\s sloop "Espiegle** has not yet retuvued, but I have ascer- 
tained that information reached the Governor-General before her arrival at 
Kanking, and that he had issued orders that they should meet with no obstruction 
or incivility* 

, , , I hav,ey at. the Nea-tae's request, written a des!)atch, which his ExceUeney 
undertook tosend inland, at speed, for the return of the ^* Espiegle/* with Her 
JJajeSity^s yicc-Consul witliout delay. 

i have, &c. 
[ ' (Signed) ilUTHBRFORD ALCOCK. 



Inclosure 13 in No. 54, 
NotiJicatioiL 

ALOOCK, Her Britannic Majesty's Consul, hereby notifies :— 

On the 18|h instant I, the Consul, warned all the junk owners and others, 
that the junks conveying the Government grain coukl not sail until the ring- 
leaders iji, a murderous assault on my countrymen at Tsing-poo had been seized 
and punished* 

His Excellency the Nea-tae having now arrived, and ten of these ringleaders 
:having b^eh, seized and inmished, nothing further is desired ; justice has been 
obtained, and no obstruction will be offered to the sailing of the grain junks from 
thisdateof the war-ship of my nation; and thus, mutual harmony and confidence 
^illbe restored* 

taoukwang, 28th year, 2nd month, 24th day. (March 28, 18480 



Inclosure 14 in No. 64. 
The Criminal Judge and the Taoutae to Consul Alcock* 

(translation.) 

NE, Imperially appointed Criminal Judge in Commission of the Province 
-of ;Keang-soo,. in the Chinese Empire, also having charge of the transmission 
of official despatches, raised ten steps, recorded ten times; 

Heen, Imperially appointed Military Intendant of Circuit of Soo-chow-foo, 
Sungrkeang-foo, and Taetsang-chow, in Kcang-nan Province, in the Chinese 
.Empire^^assisting in the general charge of the naval defences and the trans- 
misuontof salts, raised ten. steps, recorded ten times; 

Make this communication ; 

We have recently received the Honourable Consul's communication regard- 
ing the case of three British subjects who were assaulted and robbed at Tsing- 
pop by the grain junk sailors. 

We, the Criminal Judge and Taoutae, have already seized ten of the 
criminals, and put them publicly in the cangue at the new Custom-house, for 
the full period of one month ; after which it will be deliberated, in communica- 
tion with the Honourable Consul, as to those who arc to be separately punished 
or liberated, according to law. 

Taoukwang 28th year, 2nd month, 20th day. (Marcli 30, 1848.) 



Inclosure 13 in No. 54. 
The Criminal Jndije and the Taoutae to Cornsul Akock* 

(Translation.) 

NE, Imperially appointed Criminal Judge in Commission ryf the Pruviivte 
of Keaiig-sob, in the Chinese Empire, also liaving charge of the transmission of 
official despatches, raised ten steps, recorded ten times; 

Heen, Imperially appointed Military IntcKdant of Circuit of Soo-chow-foo, 
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Sung-keang-foo, and Taetsang-chow, in Keang-nau Province^ in tlie Chinese 
Empire, assisting in the general charge of the naval defence and the trans- 
mission of fiaits, raised ten steps, recordcid ten times; 

Make this conununication : 

We have recently received the Honourable Consul's cordmunication regard- 
ing tlie case of the quarrel and fight between three British tubjects and sailors 
of the Tsing-poo-heen. 

We, the Criminal Judge at Taoutae, have already seized ten of the cri- 
minals, and put them publicly in the cangue, at the new Custom-house. When 
the time has expired they will be separately punished or liberated^ according to 
law. 

Taouhwang, 28th year, 2nd month. (March 1848'.) (No date.) 



Inclosure 16 in No> 64. 
Consul Alcock to the Criminal Judge and the Tdoutae. 

ALCOCK, Her Britannic Majesty's Consul at Shanghae, makes this 
communication. 

I have received the official communication of you, the Honourable the 
Ifea-tae and the Taputae, stating that, in reference to the case pf the assault and 
robbery committed on three British subjects at Tsing-poo by the grain junk 
sailors, your Excellence had seized ten of the offenders, who had been sentenced 
to be cangued publicly at the new Custom-house, for the full period of die 
month, aftei* which, in communication with me, the Consul, further steps would 
be taken for their separate punishment or Iberation, according to law. All this 
I have understood, and find it so far proper and suitable. 

But at the time that these British subjects were assaulted, they were 
likewise robbed of several articles, a list of which was on the day of the robbery 
delivered to Kin, the Ohe-hcen of Tsing-poo. A ^-ist of the same is likewise 
annexed to this letter, and I beg that you will examine the same, and cause 
restitution of the property to be made. 

I have also to request that ten men now in the cangue be each day 
exposed at the new Custom-house from morning to night, where they may be 
seen by everybody; in this manner due warning will be given to the evil 
disposed, and the end^ of justice Avill be attained. 

With regard to uiterior steps, as soon as the month has expired, the 
Honourable the iSTea-tae and the Taoutae will^ in communication with me, the 
Consul^ consult and determine upon their punishment according to law^ and thus 
wind up and complete this affair. 

Sent March 80, 1848. 



List of Articles stolen. 

2 Watches. 

1 pair Gold Spectacles. 

1 „ Gloves. 

3 Handkerchiefs. 

A Cashmere Overall. 

2 Caps. 
1 Spade. 

1 Silver-mounted Walking-stick, (thie silver weighing one tael) 

The two last articles are at the Taputae's office, but not the silver* 
monntirig. 
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Ihclosure 17 in Zs^o. 54. 

'Notifimiion. 

Bhanghaey March 2S, 1848. 

HER Majesty's Consul has much pleasure in stating, for the information 
of the British community^ that the coercive measures he saw Iiimself compelled 
to adopt -fifteen days ago have been followed by complete success. Tlic ten 
ringleaders in. the outrage at Tsing-poo, demanded on the 13th instant, have 
this- day been produced by the Wci-tae or Provincial Judge of the province. 
Two of the most vicious and dangerous were at once distinctly identified by the 
parties^ who had sulTered from their violence, and several of the remainder were 
recognised as having been among their assailants. 

These ten offenders, in the presence of Her Majesty's Consul, the injured 
parties^ all the local autliorities^ and a large number of assistants,' were^put in 
the cangue, on the spot, to which punishment they are sentenced for one 
month, prior to-any further proceedings against them/ and they will be exposed 
every day during that period in the public tlioroughfares as a warning to r.ll 
who are in -like manner evil disposed. 

The fullest satisfaction and redress having thus been aflbrdcd, v only 
remains for Her Majesty^s Consul to announce that the embargo on liie grain 
junks has been removed, and that froni this date all duties will be paid as 
heretofore* In reference to those remaining due for ships ah'^ady cleared, 
communications %vill be made from the Consulate to the parfles interested in 
due time« 

, This peaceful, and in every sense happy termination /of difficultici^, \>liicli 
at one time threatened to compromise British interesh?'* at the port, is must 
satisfactory. Her Majesty's Consul, remembering tj*e unanimity and choer- 
fulness with which the community signified thei;/ readiness to meet any 
inconvenience the necessity for coercive measures might entail, rejoices that 
the end has been attained without loss or sacrifice, and the cordial support 
received from the Consular Representatives of foreign Powers at Bhanghae, 
who at once identified themselves with the measures taken as for a common 
cause, has not, it may safely be assumed, failed in its effect, 

. How much is due to the judgment and decision with which a partial blockade 
of peculiar difficulty has been maintained during fifteen days, by Captain 
Pitman, of Her Majesty's ship ^* Childers,'' must be known to the whole com- 
munity, who have daily witnessed the unwearied vigilance and good temper 
evinced by the officers and men under his command. This task lias been 
accomplished, not only without injury to the large Chinese traffic on the river, 
but without hostile collision or any bad feeling having been excited, a result on 
which they may well be congratulated. 

Seciirity to life and property which, for a moment seemed endangered, it 
is hoped is now more firmly established than before the outrage, and with 
prudence and forbearance, such as his countrymen have already manitested, 
and which he fully counts upon whenever their excursions may lead them to 
a distance -from Shanghae, Her Majesty's Consul is sanguine that they will no 
longer be exposed to dangers or molestation from those whom hnpunity might 
otherwise have emboldened. 

(Signed) IIUTHERFORD ALCOCK, ConsuL 



Inclosurc 18 in jSo. 5L 
Consul Alcock to Commander Pitman. 



Sir, Shauffhae, March 28, 1818. 

THE full and complete satisfaction ailbrdcd by the authorities this day, of 
which you were yourself a witness, in the seizure and instant punishment of ten 
of the >iiigleaders in the late outrage, leaves nothing more to be demanded. 
Justice, which was denied to entreaty and remonstrance, hns at la^^t been 
obtained by coercive measures, There is now, therefore, no further niotivc for 
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keeping up an embargo on the Government grain jmiks, and I have informed 
the Provincial Judge that from* this date it shouldvcease. 

In congratulating you upon the successful termination of the difficulties 
which tlireatcned, in the most serious' degree^ io compromise our security at the 
port> I must be permitted to convey to you the deep sense I entertain of the 
service you have rendered' by the lirmness, vigilance, and temper, with which a 
very harassing duty has been performed. To maintsiin a; blpclcade during 
fourteen days, applying only to a certain class of junks, undistinguishablc from 
the rest except by actual searcli, in a Ghineseriver crowdedwith boats and junks 
of every kind; carrymg on a large and uninterrupted traffic, and efltect this com- 
pletely without injury to the interests of those not included. in the embargo, and 
withoiit hostile collision even- with those who attempted to elude your' search by 
the most harassing manouvrcs, is an achievement of which the officers and men 
under your command may justly be proud. 

To yourself it must be a source of great satisfaction to know that not only 
the important end in view has been most completely accomplished ; but events 
show that the same end could not have been attained except by such means as 
Avere adopted. Our position, when you arrived some days ago, was most critical, 
and during that period a.strugglo has been maintained for redressi with a full 
consciousness of hazard involved by such efforts to the very^ interests I desired to 
protect, not only less perilous than the alternative of sitting down with a denial 
of justice. Thanks, I repeat, to your very efficient aid, the cordiil manner in 
which you met my views, and the position you* enabled me to maintaiti, there is 
nothing left to desire but that our restored friendly relations and security at 
this port may be as permanent as they are satisfactory. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) RUTHERFORD ALCOOK. 



Inclosure 19 in No. 54, 
Commander Pitman to Consul Alcock 



Sir, Shanghae, Marck.29, 1848. 

I BBGr leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday's date, 
and to acquaint you that orders were given' last evening to allow the Govern- 
ment grain jiinks to depart; 

The redress so fully afforded by the arrival of the Provincial Judge, with 
ten of the ringleaders in the' late outrage at Tsiiig-poo, must be it jgreat satisfac- 
tion to you, and most sincerely do I congratulate yoti iipcfn the succesful ter- 
mination of your late harassing negotiations; which, froih the obstinacy of the 
autliorities here, were so likely to place you in great difficulties. 

Accept iny sincere thanks for the flattering mahrieir in which you have 
conveyed to me your thanks for the sfervic^ which has been rendered by the 
officers and crew of Her Majesty's sloop undermyebmrnandduririgthe blockade 
of fourteen days> a- service most annoying at all times^biit more ^particularly so 
in this instance, where Svehad only one cm^'s^to detain' oiit of s6 many descrip- 
tions of vessels as are employed in this river, therefore 'necessarily obliging us 
to board them ttU ;' ^nd^^I Shi proud to say that siich service has been performed 
with good feeling, and withput a single instance of colljsipii, 

I consider that in supporting and carrying out your views I have only done 
my duty, and unto you it must be a great satisfaction to see your just demands 
so fully accomplished. 

Allow me again td-ttank you for the handsome way in which you have 
alluded to the service it has been in my power to render you in the present 
instance; by which oiif friendly relations and security at this port have been so 
fully restored. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. 0. PITMAN. 



Inclosure 20 iu No* 64. 
The Consular Representatives of Foreign Powers at Shanghae to Consul Alcock 

M^Je Consul, " Shanghae, le 29 Mars, 1848. 

NOUS Soussign6s, Consuls de France, d'Am^rique, et de Belgique, 
venons^ cavcc un vtf plaisir vous feliciter de votro brillant succes, et vous 
remercier au nom de uos nationaux de la S(5curit<5 que votre conduite pleiue 
de ^prudence et de fermetd vient de leuv assurer pour longtemps. 

II est certain que si vous eussiez tarde d^m soul jour a exlger et obtenir 
la punition exemplaire des niis6rables qui s'etaient rendu coupables du hlche 
attentat dont Vos nationaux ont ete les vietimes, la vie et les propri6tds de 
tous les etrangers ^taient serieusement compromises. Vous avez eu, M. le 
Consul, les plus grandes difficultes a vainere, et il n'a fallu yiqw moins que vos 
promptes, sages, et coercitives mesures, pour eohtraindre les autorites de 
Shanghae d se d6parter enfin de la conduite pleiue de mauvais vouloir dont 
elles nous ont donn6 le triste exemple* 

Ce fut une bifen heureuse occurrence pour vous que de pouvoir en meme 
temps mettre un embargo sur la flotte des jonques de grain du Gouvernement 
charg^es pour Pekin, et-envoyer un brig de guerre k Nankin avec une demande 
de reparation* 

Le cours des ^^vdnements et le resultat obtenu prouvent que ces deux 
mesures (*taient indispensables. Car meme une semaine apres votre embargo 
sur lea jonques de grain, aucune demande n'avait 6te faite par les autorites 
pour saisirles vrais coupables; au contraire, elles avaient constamment employ^ 
les plus hontcux subterfuges pour ^viter la n^cessit6 de iaire op6rer leur 
arrestation. 

Nous savons parfaitement h present que le Nea-taen'apas quitte Soo-chow 
avant que la nouvelk du passage du brig de guerre a plus de quinze lieues dans 
Pinterieur du Yang-tsze-fceang ne fut arrivee dans cette ville* Nous sommes 
aussi assures par la conclusion de I'atfaire, que les autorites de Shanghae 
avaient bien le pouvoir de saisir et produire les coupables, mais qu*elles n*en 
avaient nullement la volenti. Nous sommes done bien convaincus de la 
justesse de toutes vos mesures et Vinsigne mauvaise foi des autorites 
Chinoises. 

Nous consid^rons done que c'est une question d*int6ret g6n6ral que vous 
avez si nobl^ment d6fendue, et si heureusement amende j\ bonne fin ; et nous 
vous remercions sincfirement de la tranquillite que vous nous assurez pour long- 
temps* 

Permettez-nous de ne pas terminer cette lettre sans vous exprimer notre 
sincere admiration pour la conduite, it la fois pleine de moderation et de fermetfi, 
du brave commandant du brig de Sa Majesty Britannique, le *^ Childers ;'* avec 
un faible equipage, et tres pen de moyens ^ sa disposition, il a pu arrfiter, sans 
ajiporter pour cela.aucun empechement au commerce general, la circulation des 
jonques de grain du Gouvernement, 

Un seul coup de fusil tir^ mal t\ propos eut pu amener une collision 
g^nerale et des malheurs incalculables. Nous devons done aussi nos felicita- 
tions au Commandant Pitman et h ses officiers, pour avoir par leurs seules 
manoDuvres, pu repousser, nuit et jour, toutes les nombreuses tentatives des 
jonques, et faire, sans effusion de sang, respdcter I'embargo. 

Nous somniesheureuXj M. le Consul, de vous donner cette derniere preuve 
de toute ndtre approbation pour votre belle conduite dans toute cette difficile 
ctperplexe, affaire. 

Nous avons, &c, 
(Si^n6) C. DE MONTIGNY, 

Consul de France (I Shanghae* 
£• W. BATES, 

United States of America 
Consular Agent 
JOHN STEWART, 
Consul de Belgique, 



146 

Inclosure 21 in No. 54. 
Consul Alcock to the Consular Representatives of Foreign Powers at Shanghai 

Shanghae, March^l, 1848. 

THlil Undersigned, Her Britannic Majesty's Gonsul at Shanghae, lias the 
honour to acknowledge the receipt of an official communication of the 
29th March, signed by M. de Montigny, Consul de France,, E. W. Bates, Esq., 
"United States, America^ Consular Agent, and John Stewart^ Esq., Consul de 
Belgique, conveying congratulations oh the happy termination of the difficulties 
occasioned by the supineness and bad faith of the Chinese authorities, in 
reference to the apprehension of the criminals in the Tsingrpoo outrage. 

The want of good will on the part of the authorities offered so serious an 
obstacle, that no doubt can be entertained of the necessity for strong coercive 
measures, in order to extoit redress, Avhich no milder course of negotiation could 
obtain. Even when the offenders were already in the cangue, the Ifee-tac 
afforded a convincing proof of the disposition to make the punishment merely 
nominal, and to misrepresent the tacts by writing an official letter, omitting all 
reference to the duration of the punishment, and calling the assault and robbery 
a quarrel between foreigners and grain junk men, thus essentially altering the 
character of the outrage* 

This has been remedied; the Undersigned having felt it his duty to insist 
upon this letter being withdrawn, and another sent, coiichcd in proper terms, 
biit it has left a strong impression that the justice obtained has been extorted 
by force— that it would certainly have been denied but ibr the powerful means 
of compulsion employed, and that no good faith is to be looked for from. any 
of the local authorities in similar cases, except in so far as ihe fear of simihir 
consequences may operate to teach them the danger of a denial of justice. To 
this, conclusion the Undersigned has been unavoidably led, by the ^vhole course 
and result of their negoMations, ' 

It is very gratifying to the Undersigned that the judgment, decision, and 
temper with which a partial blockade, of peculiar difficulty, was made effective 
by Captain Pitman and the officers and men under his command, without the 
slightest injury to the general commerce, has been observed by the Consular 
representatives of foreign Powers at Shanghae, and he will not fail to make 
known to the commanding officer of Her Majesty's ship '^Childers, ** the 
flattering expressions in which this important service to the general interests of 
the port is referred to in their communidation. 

It only remains for the Undersigned to renew his sincere thanks to his 
colleagues at Shanghae for the spontaneous and cordial support they tendered 
him while the issue was yet uncertain, and to assure theni that this renewed 
expression of their confidence and sympathy derives additional value from the 
proof already afforded of a generous determination to identify themselves with 
the responsible measures adopted* 

(Signed) RUTHERFORD ALCOCK, Consul 



Inclosure 22 in No. 64. 

Messrs. Lockharty Muirliead^ and Medhurst to Consul Alcock* 

Sir, Shanghae^ March 29, 1848; 

THE case, of the outrage lately committed on us at Tsing-poo, having 
beeyi , so , vigorously taken up by you, and notwithstanding the vacillation and 
delays of the Chines^ officers, successfully brought to a conclusion, we beg 
leaypLtp address our thankful acknowledgments to you tbr the promptitude with 
which you topjk up the affair, for the stringent measures adopted, when lenient 
ones seemed of no. avail, and for .the steady determination displayed in pjcrsevcring 
to the end, .until these .measures were crowned with the desired success. 
Convinced as Ave are that no policy will avail with the officers of the Chinese 
Government but that'^orstriSr'justice and unflinching resolution, we rejoice 
that you have been led to adopt that line of conduct, and fully anticipate that 



the Chinese officers have been tauglit such a lesson thereby, tliat iliey will not 
agam attempt to trifle Avith matters which seriously allbct the interests of 
British subjects; while the peoi)le will learn that aggressions which involve 
themselves and their officers in so much trouble must not be linttlv 
ventured on* ^ ^ 

Hoping that you may be long spared to enjoy the fruit of the just and 
determined course of conduct lately pursued by you. 

We remain, &c. 
(Signed) ^y. ROOKHART. 

WM. MUIRHEAD. 
W. II MEDHI3R>Sa\ 



Inclosure 23 in No. oL 
Consul Alcock to Messrs. LochharL Mxdr heady and MedhursL 

Gentlemen, Shanghae, March 30, 1848. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th instant 
and rejoice with you that the efforts made to obtain justice hove been so 
entirely successful. 

For the permanent maintenance of our improved position and security, I 




conciliating conduct will be mistaken for weakness or puisillanimity. 

The tendency of tliese remarks cannot fail to be appreciated by those who, 
imder Providence, owe their lives to the exemplary forbearance and pruclence 
manifested for more than an hour, while exposed to the moht> brutal violence; 
but I trust that the example and the benefits whicli have resulted w ill have been 
strongly impressed on the minds of all our countrymen by recent events. Q'o 
your safety, and the consequent power of idenlifying'your assailants, the 
community are indebted for the attainment of the only^i-ctlress that can be 
perfectly satisfactory in such cases, the punishment of the real criminals. 

I have. &c. \ * 

(Signed) RUTHERFORD ALCOOK. 



Inclosure 24 in ITo, 64. 

Rcsohtions. 

AT a meeting of the foreign residents of Shanghae, held at the Victoria 
Hotel, on Friday, 31st March, 1848— 

Present : — Messrs. C. A, Ferron, T, MoncreifT, C. S. Matheson, IT, IL Gray) 
D* Sillar, Rev. W. C. Milne, J. C. Smith, W, Hogg, R. Aspinall, ^V. Pike, 
H, H. Kennedy, A, F. Croom, G. F. Hubcrtson, J. P. AVatson, J. "White, 
Dr. Bridgman, Rev. E. Syle, E. Webb, 0. Waters, C. AVilson, W. G. Aspinall, 
Rev. Dr, Medhurst, C. Wills, J. Grant, S. Maitland, A7. W. Brown, 11. P. Saul, 
1). Potter, J. Stewart, Dr. Lockhart, K, R. Mackenzie, J. G. Livingston> 
W. Hutchison, A. W, Potter. 

' On the motion of J, G. Livingstone, Esq., seconded by Rev, Dr. Medhurst, 
K R. Mackenzie was unanimously called to the Chair. 

1st Resolution,— Proposed by A. F. Croom, Esq., seconded by Rev. 
W. a Milne— 

Tliat the cordial congratulations and best thanks of this meeting be given 
to Rutherford Alcock, Esq., Her Britannic Majesty's Consul at this port, for his 
successful adoption of an energetic and decided policy with the Chinese autho- 
rities, when our Treaty Rights as foreigners resident in this Empire were 
temporarily compromised. 

Carried unanimously. 



us 

2nd,— Proposed by J. Stewart, Esq., seconded by J* G. Livingstone, and 
carried unanimously— 

That the warm thanks of this meeting be offered to Captain J. 0, Pitman^ 
R. JS"., for his hearty co-operation with Her Majesty's Consul in the protection 
of British interests, and in the efficient but ternperate enforcement of the 
embargo placed upon the Government grain junks, without detriment to the 
large Chinese traffic on the river, or giving rise to hostile collision, or any bad 
feeling. 

8rd.— Proposed by James White, Esq., seconded by G, F, Hubertbon, Esq,, 
and carried uhanimously-r- 

That the best thanks of this meeting be offered to M. de Montigny, and to 
the other Consular^Representatives of foreign Powers at-Shanghae, for the frank 
and cordial support given to Her J^ajesty's Consul, by at once identifying 
themselves with the measures he was bompelled to adopt for the due fulfilment 
of international rights. 

4th.~;Proposed by 'WMIutchison,Esq., and seconded by T. Moncreiii^ Esq.. 
and carried unanimously — 

That copies of the foregoing resolutions be respectively forwarded by the 
Chairman to Her Majesty's Consul, Captein Pitman, R.N., aud to M. de Montigny 
and the other Consular Representatives of foreiign Powers at Shanghae, and that 
the whole be published in the Hong Kong newspapers. 

6th. — Proposed by J* P. Watson, Esq., seconded by G. F.Hubert son, Esq., 
tod carried unanimously — 

That the best thanks of this meeting are due to K. R. Mackenzie, Esq., for 
his efficient conduct in the Chair. 

(Signed) K. R. MACKENZIE, CImrmmu 

Shanghae^ March 31, 1848. 



Inclosure 25 in No. 64. 
Consid Alcock to Mr* Mackenzie. 



Sir, Shanghae, April 1, 1848. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 31st ultimo, 
transmitting by direction of a meeting of the foreign residents at Shanghae, a 
copy of the resolutions unanimously passed by .the gentlemen present, and to 
beg you will convey to the foreign residents who have done me the honour thus 
publicly, to record their congratulations and satisfaction at the successful main- 
tenance of our Treaty rights, my best thanks. 

This expression of interest derives additional value from the manner in 
which they hastened to identify themselves with the coercive measures adopted 
while the issue was yet uncjertain. The confidence manifested by the British 
community in the beginning was not I conceive, more flattering to me tlian 
honourable to those who, with large personal interests at stake, renounced 
without hesitation any advantage the poVer' of disclaiming all participation in 
the acts and responsibilities of Her Majesty's Consul, in the event of faihiro 
and loss might confer. 

Happily success is likely to prove in this as in most cases, that a disin- 
terested and generous principle of action niay])ethe best and most advantageous 
in the end; blitthe result cannot affect the character of |steps taken before it 
could even be predicted with safety. 

I heartily a;nd earnestly desire that permanent benefit to our position and 
commercial relations at this port may follow the vindication of the most 
important of our rights, freedom from molestation, and security to life and 
property. In this I shall find full reward for the anxious eflforte it has cost 
durmg the last month to prevent iheir violation. 

The zealous and effective assistance I received from the commander of 
Her Majesty's ship ^' Childers,^^ and the frank support of the Consular Represen- 
tatives bf foreign Powers at Shanghae, well merited the thanks which I rejoice 
to see have been tendered by the foreign residents. Any satisfaction the 
df3cument you have placed in my hands might afford; .must indeed hare 1been 
incomplete, had these gentlemen not shared it with me, in the fullest manner. 
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I have to thank you personally for the obliging expression of your gTatifi- 
cation in being the mediiun of communication ou tho present ojca^ioa, and 
remain, &c. 

(Signed) llUTHRIlFOJli:) ALCOCIv. 



Inclosure 26 in 2s o. 54. 
Mr. Bo?thcnn to Consul Alcock 



(Bxtracfc.) Slmnghac, April 12^ lfi48. 

THEKE is; one point, however^ on which I mLi>l rcinark, lest niy hilcnce 
may be construed into approval^ viz., your dcbirc to ]i([aidatc iUq claims of 
British .subjects out of the money duo to the Chiuc.:?.^ Gu\crument, kept btick 
(luring the fifteen days' embargo on vesscb in your port. 

This question has been for .some time under discu>^iun, and ^^itlluut going 
into its, merits, I must simply observe that in your nolilicalion of Ihe l-3th 
ultimo it is notified that no Custom-houyc duliob nili bo jjaid by i>rili.Vii ships 
until satisfaction had been obtained for a broach of Treaty rigliLs. That 
satisfaction has now been afforded by the Chinese Government, and J am 
therefore of opinion that it has a just claim to the revenue of which it has been 
temporarily deprived. 

It also appears to me to be liighly inexpedient to mix up a very important 
political question with one entirely commercial, whereby an opening is afl'orded 
for our acts and intentions to be both misinterpreted and misrepresented, 



]S*o. 00. 
Mr, Bonham to Viscount Pal merston.~{Jieceivc(/ June 21.) 

My Lord, Victoria, Hony Kong, April 12, 134S. 

AS it may have appeared to your Lordshij) that my despatches to 
Mr, Alcock have displayed a disposition towards a timid i)ulicy being observed 
in the late misunderstanding between the Britisli and Cliinesc authorities 
at Shanghae, I think it proper to inclose, for your Lordsliii)".s information, copy 
of a report made by Commander l^^itn^an, of Her Majesty '.s slooj) -* Childers/' 
to Captain Campbell of Her Majesty^s ship '* Melampus/^ and senior oihcer ou 
this station, reporting the particulars of the duties he ^^as called on to porlorni, 
in the execution of the requisition made ou him by the Consul, by unicli it 
would seem that, luid any one of t])c 1/JOO grain junks, or oO war junks, fired 
a shot, or attempted to put to sea, collision would have mevUably ensueiK 

in fact, it appears that a strict blockade of the river was m force, and that 
all vessels of every description, grain junk or otlierui.^e, which attempted 
to leave it, were of necessity stopped, and that had the creus of any ol t.hcse 
vessels, eml)oldened by their onn numbers, ov instigated by tlie local 
authorities, attempted to put to sea, or to dispute Die right ol search, ami 
which the presence of only one small brig was certainly not calculated to 
prevent, I, in all probability, should have had to rei)cn't the tcrmniation of the 
affair in a manner very diderent from that which I have had tne great 

satisfaction of doing, , ,. m i i n 

Your Lordship will, T am satisfied, not fail to observe the vci> 
embarrassing circumstances under \Nliich Commander Pitman has been ac ing 
as well as the zeal and discretion which that ofticer has displayed Ihrouohout 

the whole of this important question. 

^ T have, &c. 

(Signed) S. C. BOIS^TAM. 
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Inclosure in No» 56, 
Commandar Pitman to Captain Campbell* 

Sir, Shanghae. April 4, 1848. 

IT is with great satisfaction that I am able to report to you that most 
complete and full redress has been afforded by the authorities; his Excellency 
tlie SFea-tae, or Provincial Judge, arrived here on the 28th ultimo, with ten of 
the ringleaders concerned in the late outrage at Tsing-poo, The same afternoon I 
^vent Avith Her Majesty's Consul, accompanied by Messrs. Medhurst, Lockhart, 
and Muirhead, to the Che-heen*s public office, for the purpose of seeing whether 
the criminals could be identified, Avhich was immediately done by the 
above-named gentlemen, and the prisoners were punished on the spot by being 
put in the cangue; as the demand was acceded to, the Government grain junks 
were allowed to depart that night. 

I have felt most anxious for the result of the late negotiations, when I 
briefly state that 80,000 of these lawless vagabonds from the north, in the 
Government employ, were within a few miles of the city, setting all laws 
at defiance; in addition to which, we had 1,400 grain junks above us in 
the fiver, and 50 war junks below, sucli a powerful force might have 
overwhelmed us by numbers at any moment, notwithstanding that we had 
twelve armed vessels ready to repair to this anchorage from Woosung at a 
moment's notice. 

After a most harassing blockade of fifteen days, which applied to only one 
of the many classes of vessels engaged in traffic on this river, and which 
necessarily obliged us to board them all, I am proud to say that this arduous 
service ^as been performed hy the officers and men under my command in 
perfect good feeling* and in no one instance has a hostile collision taken place, 
and th^ trade of this port has not been interrupted. 

It has been a trial of strength up to the last moment, between Her 
Majesty's Consul and the authorities, and the recent events clearly show 
that the coercive means adopted were forced upon us, and we might have 
been in the same position at this day's date, as we were on the 9th ultimo, had 
it not been in my power to send Her Majesty's sloop " Espifigle '* to Nanking, 
as four days after her departure, when the Lieutenant-Governor at Soo-chow 
was made acquainted that a vessel of war had gone to !N"anking with a 
despatch of the late disturbance, and to demand that prompt steps might be 
taken to bring the guilty parties to punishment, he instantly sent his 
Excellency the Provincial Judge, whose rank is far above the Taoutae's, to 
Tsing-poo, mih orders to have the ringleaders immediately apprehended and 
to take efl'ectivc measures to have this affair instantly settled. 

I am fully aware that I, in conjunction ',vith Her Majesty\s Consul, have 
taken upon myself great responsibility, but seeing our critical position on my 
arrival here, and the circumstances connected with this murderous attack on 
three British subjects I considered I was called upon to take most urgent 
measures to obtain redress, and by so doing to prevent a recurrence of such 
outrages. Waiting for orders from Hong Kong would have been to have 
played tlie part the authorities wished us to do. 1 believe it is the first 
instance in China where we have been able to identify tlie guilty parties. 
Justice lias been completely obtained, and our friendly relations and security 
again established at this port, and I have every reason to hope it may be 
permanent 

On the 29th ultimo I went with Mr. Alcock to visit his Excellency the 
Provincial Judge, who afterwards returned with us on board the ^^Childers," 
and on his leaving I saluted him. He left this place on the 30th ultimo, inuch 
pleased that all had been so cordially arranged, and with entire satisfaction to 
all parties. 

I have the honour to inclose you copies of letters sent me by Her Majesty's 
Consul, by which you will see the opinions of the foreign community, who 
consider all that has been done here is for their best interests and future 
security to life and property. 

Her Majesty-s sloop *• ISspifegle" has not returned yet, although hourly 
xpected, the wind for the mt forty-eight hours has been entirely against 
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her* On her arrival hero I shall immediately dispatch her to the station at 
ifingpo. 

I cannot close this letter without reporting" to you how highly 1 am pV^u-ctl 
with the conduct ami exertions of the oiUcer.s and men under my t'onumind, 
who have carried out my order.^ so elfieiently as to prevent any act of lio,stiiI?y, 
and I do trust that his Kxculleney the naval Uonnuander-in-chier. as \\ull i:s 
yourself, will approve what has heen done. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J, C. PITMAIn . 



No. 33. 

3/?\ Bonham to Viscouiit Pabnerstvn. — (Received June 21.) 

My Lord, Victoria, liong Ko7Uj, Ajml 24, 184 8* 

SINCE I had the honour to address your Lordship on the 12th instant, 
Her Majesty*s steam sloop of war "Fury'' has returned from Shanghac, hringing 
ine despatches from Mr. Consul Alcock of the 10th and 12th instant, respectively, 
which, with their inclosures, I now transmit for your Lordship's information. 

Mr. Alcock's letter of the 10th announces the return of Her iMajcstv's 
brig "Espiegle** to Shanghae, and incloses Mr. Kobertson*s report of his 
proceedings on his mission, which, as it appears entirely satisfoctory in every 
respect, renders it unnecessary for me to make anj remarks on it, and thuxchy 
to add to the voluminous correspondence which )ias already passed on this 
question. I may, however, perhaps be permitted to congratulate jour Lordi>liip 
oh the entire success of this mission, opening as it has done the gatu.^ of 
Nanking and of the Yamun of the Viceroy for the first time since our inter- 
course with China commenced. 

Mr. Alcock's letter of the 12th is simply an explanation of the rea^^ons that 
induced him to proceed to the length he considered it proper to do Avitlunit 
previous reference to the Chief Sui^erintendcnt. It is, indeed, very hati.sfiictory 
to observe the talent and ability displayed by that gentleman, and the result 
of his operations and negotiations clearly show that he did not enter on the 
responsible position he assumed without duly weighing the chances of success, 
and likewise the means within his power of a dignified withdrawal, should by 
accident his views have proved erroneous as to the probable proceedings on I lie 
part of tlie Chinese imder the circumstances, or the steps adopted by him to 
ensure his object prove ineffective ; and I confess therefore I shall be happy lo 
hear that this negotiation, which has been so ably conducted and bujcejibful]y 
terminated, may meet your Lordship's approval 

But, my Lord, I would remind you that, being a comparative stianger jn 
this country, I did feel on the receipt of Mr. Alcock\s first despatches, which 
reached me the day after my arrival here, not a little anxious as to tlie result.-^ 
of his measures, and in which I thoroughly saw that my able and experienced 
predecessor participated. Mr. Alcock's acknowledged talent and ability Las 




intended that the Consuls generally 1- -„. i n ^, 

been assumed, although on this occasion, under the explanation aftonlea by ]\lr. 
Alcock, it may have been advisable. 

My limited residence of only one month in this colony, has prevented my 
becoming acquainted with any of the other four Consuls, I can therefore only 
say that it will be cause of congratulation to your Lordship, and ot great 
cortfort to myself, to find in these officers, the same high qualifications and 
activity, clearly pcsscssed by Mr. Alcock ; but, as this may not be the case, i 




dewrous of following, whenever opportunity might offer. 



ut 

If I only studied my own convenience, or to hold myself irresponsible, I 
should naturally advocate the Consuls being entrusted ^vith very enlai-ged 

E:)\ver.s ; but I am not unconscious; of the arduous and delicate duties that your 
ordship has seen fit to entrust tt) me, and of the confidence that Her Majesty's 
Government lias been pleased to honour mo with, and I am therefore particularly 
desirous that I should be instructed whether the vic^vs that I have taken on this 
occasion, are correct, or otherwise. 

I have, &c, 
(Signed) S. G. BONIIAM. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 53. 
Comul Alcock to Ab\ Bonham, 



Sir, Shmghae, April 10, 1848. 

MY despatch of the 31st March will have already made your Excellency 
acquainted with the successful termination of the negotiations connected 
with the Tsing-poo outrage, by the seizure and punishment of the chief 
offenders. 

The return of Her Majcsty*s ship " Espiegle ** on the 7th instant, enables 
me to report the further results attained by the Yice-Consurs mission to 
Kanking. 

The inclosed report from that officer furnishes a detailed account of his 
proceedings. It will be seen that the Vice-Consul, as the bearer of my official 
stateinent, was received with every mark of courtesy and distinction by the 
Viceroy in person, in the city of Blanking, and that its perusal was followed 
by the expression of his Excellency's dissatisfaction at the remissness of the 
Taoutae, and acquiescence in the reasonable nature of the representation I had 
found it necessary to make. 

My request for the dispatch of a delegate of rank was conceded, and the 
Viceroy, of his own accord, has afforded a more signal satisfaction by the 
removal of the Taoutae; a successor (td interim lm\ing been at once named, as 
the inclosed copy of an acting appointment conferred on "Woo, will show. 

The Vice-Consul brouglit the inclosed reply, information having been 
conveyed at the time of its delivery into his hands, that the Treasurer of the 
Province had already been dispatched from !N"anking, to Shanghae, On the 
6th instant, tlie late Taoutae Heen announced the resignation of the Seals of 
Office to his successor ; the District Magistrate of Tsing-poo, as a matter of 
course will also be removed. 

On the last day a party of the officers, under the escort of Mandarins, 
deputed by the Viceroy, visited the Porcelain Tower, and it appears on their 
return, through a vast concourse of people, some stones were thrown at the 
party indiscriminaitely. I'he next morning at day-break fourteen prisoners were 
abreast the ship in the cangue, and his Excellency sent an officer to express his 
regret at the occurrence, and to state that he had instantly caused the offenders 
to be seized and punished. I attach no other importance to the circumstance 
than as it affords a further proof of the desire of the highest authority of the 
Province to prevent all just cause of complaint. 

As an incidental advantage gained, I may mention, that accurate 
information has been obtained of important alterations, in what appeared 
the bed of the Yang-tze-kcang when the expedition sailed up, the river 
having at the time overflowed its banks by the melting of the snow from the 
mountains, so that deep water lay for a considerable distance on each side over 
the surrounding country, and in many places shoals are marked on the charts 
driawn at the time, far beyond the river's bed. 

Careful observation appears also to have been made of the fortifications 
raised on the banks since the fle^t anchored off Kanking. On these points the 
inclosed copy of Captain Campbell's reports to the senior officer, will be found 
to give interesting details. 

The putrage took place on the 8th March, the '^E»piiigle'* returned on 
the 7th instant. AVithin a month, therefore, complete reparation has been 
obtained, and the transaction of business with a British officer in the official 
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residence of the chief authority of the Province, within Die wallh of the ;seeDnd 
Imperial city in the Empire^ the di.stinciion wilh whieli Die VIcc-CuumiI \wi> 
received, and the reiterated courtesy \\hicli marked liis Excelleney\s rctiuu ^i^it 
on board the man-of-war, cannot, I coneiive, fuil to exercibo a salutary and 
permanent in(kience upon our relations with all local authorities, aiid to 
establish our position in popular e.^tiniation (»n a higlior and better lx>utlng than 
had previously been found aitainable. 

Nor must I omit to solicit your Excellency's attention to the lact, that the 
last results, obtained from the peaceful mission to Kanking-, Avere gained without 
painful insisting upon rights and claims : of course no advantage is ever gaineil 
in China without an attempt on the part of the authorities to withhold or give 
less than may be desired, but the incidental and preliminary discu&bion.s 
necessarily arising from this disposition, were conducted with eVery mark of 
respect to the high authority to whom Her Slajcsty's Yice-Consul Avas 
accredited, and the points raised were finally conceded, in every instance, 
gracefully and courteously on the part of the Viceroy, as the result of his own 
free will and conviction. 

For the tact, good judgment, and ability, diown in the condu(,'t of this 
delicate negotiation for privileges and concessions, which could not be insisted 
upon, however reasonably ancl advantageously they miglit be urged in preli- 
minary discussions on points of etiq^uettc with the delegates oi the \- iceroy, 
Mr. Vice-Consul Robertson deserves great praise, and looking to the long tried 
services of this officer, it affords me much satisfaction to bring his successful 
exertions upon this occasion under your Excellency's especial notice. 

He reports that he was very happily seconded, as 1 liad no doubt he ^^(>uk^ 
by Mr. Interpreter Parkes, whose employment at Poo-chow, a\ here more llum 
once not ver}- dissimihu* affairs had to be discussed with the A'iccroy uf the 
Province, gave him peculiar advantage. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) RliTHEHFOrvD LOOCIC. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 5Q. 
Vice'Consul Robertson to Consul Alcock, 



Sir Shangliae, April 7, 184S. 

IN accordance with the instructions contained in your letter of the lOtli 
ultimo, directing me to proceed to Ifanking, obtain an interview with the 
Viceroy, and deliver a letter to his Excellency from you, relative to the attack 
lately made at Tsing-poo on the Missionaries Messrs. Mcdhurst, Lockhart, and 
Muirhead, 1 have the honour to report, that on the evening of the same day, 1 
went on board Her Majesty's ship ^*Esj)i(igle,*' at anchor olf this city, accom- 
panied by Mr. Interpreter Parkcs, a Chinese writer, and two policemen. 

At daybreak on the 20th, we got under weigh, dropped down to AVoosung, 
and at 2 o'clock, p.m , had reached Point Harvey in the Yang-tze-keang, when 
the vessel took the ground, but floated again on the following morning. In ^ the 
evening of the 21st we again grounded on the north bank of tlie river, a little 
below Keashan, and there remained until the morning of the 23r(l, when the 
vessel was hove off. On the morning of the 24th, we nuide the best of our 
way up the river, with light and partial winds, and a strong current against us, 
and oh the 25th anchored under Choo-shan. 

Here we were boarded by a military Mandarin surnamed Chm, ol the ranK" 
of lieutenant-colonel, intrusted with the command of tlie dcfonces in this 
neighbourhood, who came off to make inquiries as to the object of our visit. 
I told him I was on my way to inking on business with the Yiceroy. He said 
that the people were alarmed at onr presence, and that the gates of Clnn- 
keang-foo had been closed. I told him that there was no cause for alarm, that 
my mission was a peaceful one, and doubtless would speedily be arranged at the 
interview I required with the Viceroy. In reply to his inquny as to whether 
we intended to land elsewhere, I acquainted him that such was not my 
Intention ; that my business was at JS^anking alone, and nowhere else. Ho 
appeared satisfied with this explanation and took his leave. 
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On the following morning, the 26th, the Cho-hcen or Magistrate of Tantoo, 
the district in which we then were, and in which the city of Chin-keang-foo is 
situated, came on hoard, as he said, to pay hi^ compliments and offer his 
services. He asked, in effect, the same questions as the lieutenant-colonel did, 
and I answered then) fiecordingly, declining his services on the plea of the 
trouble it would give him, but eventually parting with every expression of good 
will and courtesy on both sides. 

We then got under weigh and run up for a couple of miles, but were 
compelled to anchor from the breeze failing us, No sooner had we done this 
than we were boarded by various other Mandarins, who proved to be the Prefect 
of Chin-keang-foo, accompanied by the above-mentioned Magistrate, and 
lieutenant-colonel, with another military officer of inferior rank. Being 
convinced that the best way to obtain an audience with the Viceroy would be 
keep the objects of my mission as private as possible, I had previously 
determined upon declining any further interviews with the subordinate 
authorities, and this party was accordingly received by Captain Campbell and 
Mr, Parkes only. This had the good effect of shortening their stay, as when 
the main subject was referred to by them, Captain Campbell had only to say, 
that it was a matter in which he i«as nowise concerned, to put an immediate 
stop to their inquires, and to banish any hopes they entertained of prevailing 
upon me to go no further, and to transact my business with the Viceroy through 
them. Their offers to afford us assistance or to furnish us with supplies, were 
renewed on their departure. 

The next morning we were again under sail, and about 12 o'clock had 
passed Chin-keang-foo, and anchored four miles above Golden Island. Here 
we were boarded by the district Magistrate, and lieutenant-colonel command- 
ing at Eching, a. city a few miles further up the river. These officers, either 
from fear or diffidence had at first much difficulty in assigning a reason for 
their visit, but afterwards stated, that they had been directed by the Viceroy, to 
learn from us the cause of our appearance. They then of themselves produced 
as their authority the sealed instructions of his Excellency, but Mr. Parkes 
perceiving on looking over this document, that we were therein spoken of as 
barbarians, it was at once returned to them, and they were immediately requested 
to leave the ship. 

Shortly after another boat ran alongside, having on board a military 
Mandarin surnamed Chang, of the rank of major. Mr. Parkes saw this officer 
and told him in answer to his inquiries, that I \vas on board on a visit to the 
Viceroy at 2fanking. He said that as we >vere resolved to go there, it would 
be well to make some arrangements previously, in order that the Viceroy 
might be prepared to give me an interview, admitting that he had been sent 
down for that purpose* On Mr. Parkes reporting this to me, I re(iuested him 
to tell the officer, that when we reached Nanking, 1 should be prepared to 
make any arrangements that were requisite, but that I saw no necessity for 
entering into these matters beforehand. This was the last visit paid us by the 
Mandarins on our way up, who finding that they could gain nothing by tlieir 
inquiries, thought it useless to make further attempts. 

Finally, after some further delay, owing to our having made an ineffectual 
attempt to go through a shorter but narrower channel, we anchored off Nanking 
on the evening of the 29th. 

Early the next morning the Lieutenant-Colonel Chin, and the Major 
Cliang, came off, and I then declared that the object of my visit was to have 
an interview with the Viceroy, for the purpose of delivering to liim a letter from 
Her Britannic Majesty's Consul at Shanghae, and requested them to take our 
cards, and arrange for a meeting as soon as convenient. They at once admitted 
the willingness of the Viceroy to give one, and proposed to have it held at the 
Temph outside the city, where Sir Henry Pottinger had met the Commissioners 
in 184«2. But to this 1 demurred ; and I may here perhaps state my reasons for 
objecting to this arrangement. 

In the first place, I had advanced so far in the negotiation as to have the 
interview fixed : that point therefore was settled, and the next question was as 
to the si)ot where it should be held. Being led to infer from the conversations 
that had taken place with the authorities on our way up the river, and many 
other little circumstances which came under my observation, that I could safely 
take a strong position, and execute the mission with which I was intrusted, in 
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the manner most creditable to tlie Conmil, and most advantageous to British 
interests, I then told these officers that I had come to Jfanking on a matter of 
public business, that the only fit place to transact this was at the Tamun or 
official residence of the authority to whom I was yent, and that I could not 
think of giving the Viceroy tlie trouble of coming out of the city to see nie, 
when it was my duty, in deference to his rank, to v.-ait upon hini, I therelbre 
requested that tliey would communicate to his Excellency my .sentiments on this 
subject, and beg him to name a time for my visit 

They urged that if I was resolved upon entering tlic city, the meeting 
should be held at the Literary Hall, and not at the Ynnnm of the Viceroj^, on 
the plea that the Hall was the place at which Sir Henry Pottinger was received 
by the Imperial Commissioners at the interview which lie held with them inside 
the city ; but to this I objected, on the grounds, that tlie cases were by no 
means of a parallel nature, as my business lay with the Viceroy of the Province, 
and not with any authorities who were only temporary residents there, and that 
if any' other place but his Yamun were fixed upon, his Excellency might as 
well come out of the city at once. 

They then said they must receive the instructions of the Viceroy on 
this head, as also with regard to the various ceremonies that were to be observed 
during the meeting, and took their leave to return again in the afternoon. 
This they did at 6 p.m., and informed me that the Viceroy considered my 
reasons for seeing him at his Yamun conclusive, and had named noon on the 
following day, as the time when he would receive me. The various ceremonial 
points (though after much discussion), had also been most satisfactorily 
arranged, his Excellency having acceded to all that I had required. ^ The three 
large gates were to be opened, we were to leave our chairs after passing through 
the second one, and walk to the third, where the Viceroy would meet and 
conduct us to the Hall of Audience, T was also to receive the usual salute of 
three guns. 

On the following morning, the 31st, the two officers came on board to take 
us on sliore. Captain Campbell, with three of liis officers, Mr. Parkes, and 
myself, went in the ship's boats, and on landing were placed in sedan-chairs, 
with four bearers each, and accompanied by a military escort and numerous 
police-runners, set off for the city, passed through the gates, at which I observed 
a strong guard, and after a ride of an hour and forty minutes— such is the 
immense area within tlie walls— we reached the Viceroy*s Yamun, and were 
received by him in the manner previously arranged. 

We then sat down in the ibrm of a half-circle, his Excellency placing me 
in a seat at the top next to himself, llefreshmcnls were brought in, .nnd after 
some general conversation, I entered on the object of my vinit, and getting up 
presented him with your letter, which he received standing and bowing. Having 
opened and read it, he said that it was a very reasonable letter, and that, doubt- 
less, the Taoutae at Shanghac had been very remiss in not taking moi*e active 
measures for securing the punishment of the delinquents ; but tliat since we 
had left the Judge of the Province had been sent from Soo-chow, who, he 
thought, would speedily arrange everything. I pointed out to him that one 




this step, "tVom thVluorai effect it would have on both the local authorities and 
tlie weonle; that hereafter, under similar circumstances, the one would act with 
promptness, to avoid appeal to the higher authority, mid the other would see 
that foreigners were not to be molested with impunity, or olfcndcrs escape the 
punishment due to their acts, by declaration of incompetency to seize them on 
the part of these local authorities. , ., x ., lu^ t 

His Excellency admitted the truth of this, but declared that the httest 
person had already been sent. Mr. Parkes and 1 had provided for this objection 
by previous conversation on the subject. I was therefore prepared, and at once 
named the Treasurer of the Province as the most proper officer that he could 
send for the purpose. As I expected, he objected to this, asserting many rea- 
sons, all of w^iich were met and refuted; but, deeming that the interview w^s 
sufficiently prolonged, and that if a second and more private one could be 
obtained I should be able to act more effectually in the matter, I signihed my 
wish to take my leave, urging on his consideration what I had said, and express- 
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ing' my conviction that my arguments ^voiild have clue weight with his 
Excellency. 

I tlien expvcf^sed a wish to sec him again on tlie morrow^ to which he 
assontcdj and mentioned the Temple outside the city as a convenient place for 
all parties. Captain Campbell took this opportunity to ask whether he would 
like to visit the "Ei^piegle.** His Excellency signified the sivtisfaction it would 
i<ive liim to do so, remarking that *• it would afford him an opportunity of 
returning oar visit, which it was only proper that he should do so/' and he then 
lixcd upon the next^day to come on board. 

I may mention that a repast was served up of which the Viceroy partook 
with us, his Excellency and another Mandarin, late 4'aoutao atS"ingpoo, Captain 
Campbell, Mr. Parkes, and myself, sitting at one table, and the naval officers 
at another table^ with Lieutenant-Colonel Chin. After having dined we took 
our leave, the same ceremonies being observed on our departure as on our 
arrival. 

The following day, the 1st of April, turned out wet and stormy. The 
Viceroy came down tojthe beach, but it blew too heavily for him to come off to 
tlic ship. Mr. Parkes went on shore, and arranged for his Excellency to pay 
his. visit on the next day, the'*2nd, which he did, and was received with yards 
manned and due honours. He inspected the brig, and partook of luncheon. 
Mr. Parkes' settled that we should go on sbore, and have an interview at the 
Temple, as I was of opinion that the matters under discussion could be more 
properly be entered into there than on board the brig, where he was paying 
only a visit of ceremony. Accordingly I followed him when he left, and Mr. 
Parkes, who had gone on shore to receive him, accompanied him back to the 
beach. 

On reaching the Temple we found his Excellency waiting to receive us, 
and after being seated entered at once into the business before us, taking up 
the question of the'expcdiency of sending the Provincial Treasurer to Shanghae, 
which, from conversations Mr. Parkes had with various of the authorities in 
passing to and fro from the ship during the morning, we Avere led to believe the 
Viceroy had made up his mind to do. His Excellency began by expressing his 
conviction of the obligation of preserving the good relations existing between 
the two countries, and how anxious he was to do all in his power to further that 
object. He regretted the necessity he felt for degrading Heen-ling, the Taoutac 
of Shanghae, who had clearly been most remiss in the performance of his dutj', 
and insinuated the difficulty you, the Consul, woidd hereafter experience in 
meeting him after what liad occurred ; and that he deemed his removal from 
oflicc at Shanghae essential. 

Mr. Parkes and I, in anticipation of such a result, had had some conversa- 
tion previously together on the subject, and I in the end instructed him, that in 
the event of such a question arising, to decline passing an opinion upon it. My 
reason for taking this groimd was my knowledge that Sam-qua, the late Hong 
merchant at Canton, had been long hanging about Shanghae, open to employ- 
ment, and evidently with his eye on that port, as its future Taoutae, in the 
event of the removal of Heen-ling from offlce To acquiesce with the Viceroy 
in the justice of his remark, would cause, I feared, a termination of Heen-ling's 
tenure of office, and Sam-qua would, in all probability, step into the vacancy, 
Not to acquiesce with bis Excellency, would put us in tiie position of bringing a 
serious charge of negligence against the Taoutae Heen-ling, for which he deserved 
degradation, and yet when that degradation was all but offered, to support hiui 
after condemning him, thus entailing a doubt as to the soundness of piu' case, 
most inexpedient to have incurred. I had, therefore, determined, as far as we 
were concerned, to leave it an open question, trusting to have an opportunity of 
giving the Viceroy to understand that Sam-qua would not suit us at Shanghae in 
any way, and thus put a stop to any intention that may have been entertained 
of presenting him with the appointment. Moreover, I conceived that if the 
Taoutae Heen ling was to be removed, it had. better be the simple act of his own 
Government, and unconnected with any influence of ours, as 1 imagined that 
the Viceroy would be well pleased to assign our resquest as a conclusive reason 
for his removal, and thus throw upon as the onus of the step. Besides the 
appointment of a delegate of superior ravik to the Taoutae Heen Jing to adjust the 
affair at Shanghae, coofitituted of itself a virtual su@ipen$ion, and it was to obtain 



th-s that I held cut so firmly for the appointment of an officer of so higli a 
standing as the Treasurer. 

Under these circumstances, in answer to the Viceroy's insinuation respecting 
the removal of the Taoutae Hcen-ling-, IMr. Parkes made answer, ** that it was a 
question which must rest with his Excellency alone to decide." 

As I had expected, the opportunity to check tlie employment of Sam-qua 
soon offered, by the Viceroy shortly after ohserving, that lie had appointed 
another officer of the rank of Taoutae, and here he mentioned yam-qua\s name, 
to assist in arranging the business. I instructed Mr. Parkes to hint to his Excel- 
lency, that there was no necessity whatever foi* the interference of Sam-qua in 
our affairs, and, I believe Mr. Pailces urged this in so pointed a mannej*, that the 
Viceroy well understood our feeling upon the subject. 

finally, after some discussion as to the ditficultios that existed respecting 
the employment of the Provincial Treasurer, his Excellency signified his inten- 
tion of dispatching that functionary immediately to Shangliae, as a delegate, in 
compliance with your request for one, there to act with the Provincial Judge in 
bringing matters at Shanghac to a satisfactory conclusion. 

I have not detailed the various manoeuvres and arguments made use of ])y 
the -authorities with whom these negotiations were entered upon, from the 
Viceroy downwards, to put us off, and get the business closed in accordance 
with their views of the case, although I am bound to say, that every disputed 
point was eventually conceded by them with the best possible grace, and with 
an evident intent to satisfy our demands. At one time the discussion relative 
to the appointent of Provincial Treasurer assumed a curious position, being a 
close argument between the Viceroy and Mr. Parkes as to the slated impossi- 
bility of employing him, on the plea that that officer could never be detached 
from his office, nor even be employed on any otlier but his iinancial affairs. But 
M\\ Parkes adduced precedents to prove the contrary, which doubtless materially 
tended to gain the object in view, for the Viceroy was obliged to relinquish tliis 
line of argument, and foil back, first upon the propriety of the prior appointment 
of the Provincial Judge, and, lastly, to appealing tome as to ^\hether I thought 
he would not act in good faith, and wilh good intentions? My answer to this 
waSjtliat such a doubt could not exist in my mind afti^r the courteous reception 
he had given us at ifanking, M'hich was the best proof of his intention ; but that 
the appointment of the Provincial Judge had not emanated from his E.xcellency, 
nor had he been dispatched from is'anking, he having been deputed by the 
L. iitenant-Governor, and sent from Soo-chow only, Mhich mc might have 
ootained by going at once to that city, instead of travelling this long distance to 
ifanking, or troubling his Excellency at all on the subject. ITe (hen urged (liat by 
reiteratfng the orders for the dispatch of the Judge he made the appointment 
virtually his ow«, and deemed that that would be found .sullicient. j, in answer, 
acknowledged the sufficiency of the appointment;, but objected to it on the 
ground that the moral effect which it conveyed, wouKl not be the .smie as if 
some officer of high rank were sent direct from the A'iceioy himsilf; tiiat my 
instructions were to wait upon his Excellency, and after presenting your Jotter, 
receiving an answer, and being informed that a delegate IVoni Kanking 
had been appointed to proceed to Shanghac, my mission uas concluded, and 1 
hoped that he would, as speedily as possibly, place mo in a j^osition to return 
and report that the request of Her Britannic Majesty's t'ouciul had been 
acceded to by His Excellency. 

The interview Mr. Parkes and I had with the A'lccroy at the lemple on 
the 2nd instant, was attended with marked courtescy and politeness on the part 
of his Excellency, He expressed openly and freely in condenmatory terms, his 
ophiion of tlic event at Shanghac, that had caused our visit, and his regret 
at the occurrence. On our leaving he mentioned liis intention of dispatching the 
Treasurer as soon as possible, which would either be on the following day, 
or early on the morning after, and stated that he should give me notice of the 
departure of that officer, at the same time that he should me send an answer 
to your letter, in order that we might return to Shanghac without further 

delay, 

^Seeing that we should thus have to remain another day off Ifanking, I 
took the opportunity of requesting tlie permission of his Excellency for the 
officers of the brig to visit the Porcelain Tower, begging that if the least 
objection existed to the trip, he would say so, as it was only wished for as 
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a means of passing the time while waiting for his Excellency-s answer to the 
Consul's letter to be sent on board » Before Mr» Parlces had concluded making- 
mention of my request, his Excellency turned round to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Chin> and Major Chang, and directed them to attend the following day to take 
the party up to visit the Tower, and on my again stating that I should regret 
if my request caused any trouble or inconvenience, he answered me that 
Buch would by no means be the case, and that he l^*as happy to give us the 
opportunity of seeing the edifice. AVe then, after having partaken of some 
refresliment Avith his Excellency, took our leave and returned on board. 

The next day, the 3rd instant, the Lieutenant-Colonel Chin and 
Major Chang, came off at 8 o^clock in two boats. We reached the landing 
place on the south side of the city at about 2 o'clock, and there found several 
Mandarins of rank, with attendants and chairs awaiting \is, but the distance to 
the Pagoda being but short we walked up, and though followed by a large 
crowd, had not to complain of the slightest molestation. After vie\Ying 
the Tower we adjourned to a dinner in one of the adjoining buildings, and tlien 
proceeded on our return to the boats. As we advanced through the square in 
which there many thousands of people collected, some stones were thrown at us 
from far behind, which struck indiscriminately both us and the Mandarins and 
attendants. We took no notice of this assault, and walked out of the square 
into the street, where the stoning ceased, and we reached our boats in safety. 
Proceeding down the canal a few more stones were throMTi at the boats, 
but beyond this, no obstruction or any appearance of ill-will was shown, 
and considering the immense concourse of people, among whom must always be 
idle and ill disposed, I am not inclined to attach any importance to this 
incident, but regard it merely as a casualty I am bound to mention. 

On our return an officer came on board with the Viceroy's answer to your 
fetter, and with notice that the Treasurer would leave at 8 o'clock the following 
morning, the 4th, for Shanghae. 

On tlie following morning at daylight, fourteen men were seen abreast of 
the ship kneeling in the cangue, and the Lieutenant-Colonel Chin accompanied 
by Major Chang, and another officer came off with a list of their names, having 
been sent by the Viceroy to express how deeply annoyed and grieved his 
Excellency felt at our liaving been molested, as also his intentiong to use 
his utmost endeavours to severely punish the offenders. At the same time, 1k» 
reported to me that the Treasurer had already commenced his journey, taking 
leave of this officer, sail was made, and we innnediately left the city of 
Nanking on our return, 

I have now the pleasing duty to convey my deep sense of the services 
rendered during this mission by Mr. Parkes, to whose exertions, tact, and zeal, 
its successful termination is chiefly due, and I only hope that if in the course of 
my career in the public service in China, I am again placed in communication 
with the authorities on matters of a similar nature, I may have the benefit 
of his valuable assistance. It is easy to speak well of the exertions of an 
officer in a general way, but it is not so easy to express the particular 
opinion you may entertain of the way in which those services are rendered, and 
above all, of the tact and good sense brought to bear on the occasion. I beg, 
therefore, you will take my simpfe assertion that, if our communications 
with the Viceroy at banking have been effected in a manner worthy of 
our position in China, to Mr. Parkes chiefly is due the success attending 
my endeavours on that point. 

I have also to express my sense of the kindness I experienced from 
Gommandcr Campbell, during our protracted voyage up the Yang-tze-kcang. 

I have^ &c» 
(Signed) B. ROBEETSON. 



^q/ 
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Inclosurc 3 in JTo. 56. 

Declaration, 
(Translation.) 

Le, a Chief Guardian of the Crown Prince, a Director of the Board of War and 
Governor-General of Keang-nan and Kcang-sce ; ' 

Luh, a AHce-president of the Board of War, and Lieutenant-Governor of the 
Province of Keang-soo, declare the followhig directions for an actin*^* 
appointment : — ^ 

HEEN", the Intendant of Circuit for the departments of Soo-cliow-foo, 
Sung-keang.foo, and Tae-tsang-chow, having in tlic management of affixirs 
acted erroneously, and tailed in the performance of his dutj^, has now been 
removed, leaving his office vacant. ^Yc learn that Woo fSam-qua), an unat- 
tached Intendant, is possessed of ability sufficient to temporarily conduct the 
aifairsof that office; and Ave now, therefore, do at once declare his appoint- 
ment to the saaie. Let the said Intendant, immediately on receipt of this his 
authority, and in obedience to the orders therein made known, proceed to 
officiate in that office, and let him duly report to us for our information the 
date of his arrival at his post. 

.Disobey not. A special declaration. 

Taoukwang, 28th year, 2nd month, 28th day. (April 1, 1848.) 



Inclosure 1 in ISo. 56. 

The Govtrnor-General Le to Consul AlcocL 
(Traaslation.) 

Le, of the Tatsing Empire, one of the Chief Guardians of the Crown Prince, a 
Director of the Board of AVar, and Governor-General of the two Keang 
Provinces, makes known the following : — 

OlS the 27th day of the second month (31st Marcli), Mr. Vice-Consul 
Robertson and Mr. Interpreter Parkcs came to the provincial city, where, as in 
duty bound, I gave them an interview and a courteous reception. They 
delivered to me your statement, from which I learn that the jM'issionaries, 
Mr, Medhurst and others, had been assaulted and wounded by certain sailors 
at Tsing-poo, but that after a protracted delay none of the. oifendors had yet 
been seized or punished, and that therefore in accordance with Treaty lliglits 
you had proceeded to lay your complaint before me, 

I find with regard to this case that the Intendant of Circuit for >Soo-chow« 
foo, Sung-keang-foo, and Tae-tsang-chow (Taoutae of Shanghac), and others, 
had previously reported the matter to me, upon which I, the Governor-General, 
in concert and communication with Luh, Lieutenant-Governor of the Province 
of Kcang-soo, deputed E , acting judge for that Province, and \Yoo (Sain-qua), 
an unattached Intendant, to proceed with all haste, and with the Magistrate of 
Tsing-poo, and other officers under his command, to seize many of the criminals 
both principals and accomplices, and forward them to Shangliae for trial and 
punishment. 

By this time the affiiir has been finally adjusted, but a question now 
remains as to whether the Intendant of Circuit for Soo-cliow-foo, Sung-keang- 
foo, and Tae-tsang-chow, has not acted wrongly in the matter and failed in the 
performance of his duty, I, the Governor-General, have tlicrcfore deputed 
Chuen, the Treasurer of Nanking, and Chin, an unattached Intendant, to pro- 
ceed overland to Shanglme, and in concert and communication with E , the 
acting judge of Keang-soo, and \7oo, the unattached Intendant, to thoroughly 
examine into and arrange this point. These measures will prove ho\v desirous 
I am to afford you protection. 

The maritime duties should now be paid as heretofore, and the rice junks 
be allowed to quietly proceed to sea, and British subjects should continue to 
confine the extent of their excursions to the limits that were originally laid 
down and fixed upon, in the hope that by both nations adhering to the esla 
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blislied regulations the Treaty of perpetual peace and friendship may be 
cemented. 

It is my duty to make tlic above known to you. 

Taoukwang, 28th year, 2nd month, 29th day. (April 8, 1848.) 



Inclosure 5 in No. 56. 

Commander Campbell to Commander Pitman. 

Sir, Woomuj, April 8, 1848. 

I BEG- to inclose a list of the remarks made on board Her Majesty's sloop 
under my command, on her passage up the Yang-tze-kiang to Nanking, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. CAMPBELL. 



Remarks made on board Her Majesti/s sloop " Espiegle,'^^ on her passage up the 
Yang^tze-kiang to Nanking, from the 20th March to Tth April, 1848. 

IN proceeding up the Yang-tze-kiang from Woosung, the banks of the 
river present a sameness that renders the navigation, otlierwise simple, very 
precarious and difficult. 

Tlie Blonde Shoal is the first difficulty met ^vith, to avoid which, at low 
Avater, I think it advisable to keep as near as possible in your own draft 
(two and a-half fathoms) on the southern bank, as by deepening to three 
fathoms we grounded on it. There was only then two feet watpr on its shoalcst 
part. It appears to be composed of a bed of rocks covered with mud. 

The whole of I'sing-ming to Point Harvey is the same low unremarkable land. 
The broad opening, five or six. miles to the south-eastward of Point Harve)% show« 
plainly, and several small junks appeared passing through it. On nearini^- 
Point Harvey, it is particularly necessary to observe its appearance, and fix on 
some particular object, some house, or tree, to keep on a south-east by cast 
bearing, until some distance from it, then shaping a course to the wcstwarcL 
When abreast of Point Harvey it is very difficult, from the appearance of \\\o 
land, without taking this precaution, to fix on any particular part as the point, 
and a vessel unwarned, and running up witli a fair wind and fresh tide, will 
])robably, by a few moments' hesitation, be set on shore on the banks to llio 
northward; the tide appearing to set in that direction with considerable 
velocity. 

Single Tree, on the south bank, appears withered at this season. 'Jlie 
main tnmk separates into two large liml)s, about half its whole height from the 
ground, and has tlms a forked appearance. Close along side it is another tree 
of lesser height, having the same withered appearance. 

Great Bush is a cluster of tall trees, and with thick foliage, presenting the 
appearance of a large round bush. 

Mason Island ai)pears placed too far north on the chart. 

Between Plover Point and Foo-shan we had shoal water (three-and-a-quartcr 
• fathoms), with Lang-shan Pagoda bearing northerly, east half-cast, and the 
second hill from the eastward at Foo^shan west quarter-north. It shoaled more 
by hauling to the northward, and we deepened by steering directly towards the 
south shore. The above bearings point this shoal part out as directly in 
mid*channel. 

Lang-shan Pagoda will l)e easily known. It is on the summit of one of 
three hills, which, Svhen seen from tlic south-eastward, appear nearly as one. 
The whole of the surrounding country, as far as the eye can reach, is one 
unbroken flat. 

At Foo-shan there are four very low remarkable hills. The easternmost is 
the smallest, and at a distance not easily made out. The second hill, the next 
westward of it, is higher, and there are some houses on it.. This hill, together 
Avith Lang-shan Pagoda, are excellent marks for passing over to the other side 
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of tlie river. This is called the Foo-.slian Crossing, A {liflcrenco in tlie deptlis 
found, and those on the chart is to bo oxpeclcd, Ijut having Avorkod across, 1 am 
of opinion, by close attention to the cross-bearings, the banks may l)e 'easily 
avoided. 

On reaching the north bank, from Ihence westward, past Kea-shan, the 
navigation is rather troublesome from the great breadth of the river (the south 
bank not being visible), tlie want of any leading marks, and the channel being 
much contracted. In going up we grounded on the north side, having slioaled 
suddenly from twelve and a-half fathoms to one-quarter less two fathoms. 
In hauling off we deepened to twenty-two fathoms. Kea-shan bearing souths 
west by west quarter-west ; Lang-shan Pagoda south-east by east half-east ; 
small patch to the southward (east end) south half-west. 

Kea-shan will be easily known, it will first appear from the eastward, like a 
small round nob of land of moderate elevation ; all the land in its vicinity is very 
flat and low. 

In coming down this part of the river, it fortunately happened to be low 
water, the banks on both sides being uncovered in very many places to the 
height of from six feet to nine feet, and the channel being contracted in one 
j)art, wliere Kea-shan bore to the south-Avestward of us to less than three-fourths 
of a mile. To avoid getting on shore it is, therefore, necessary to use great 
caution. The right bank, after leaving the crossing at Too-shan, may be kept 
pretty close on board, you will, however, have several fathoms less water that 
what is marked on the chart. AVlien Ivea-shan bears west south-west, increase 
your distance from the north bank, and 1 think it would be proper to borroN\ 
towards the south side of the channel until you are past Kea-shan. 

Koo-shan is a small low hill with some houses on it, not easily distinguished 
if the weather is at all hazy. 

All the hills marked on the chart on tho south bank as far as Keang-yin- 
heen will be easily made out. The low one forming to the point of (he river 
opposite to the south point of Yin shan, kept on a south-west by west quarter 
west bearing (though a distant) • is a good leading mark for passing between the 
Cornwallis Shoal and the banks to the northward. Across-bearing of Koo-shan 
will let you know when approaching and when past it. Leading between the 
Cornwallis Shoal and the other banks, tliere are other hiUs to the casiwaidof 
Keang-yin-lieen, which when recognised arc useCul leading marks. 

Cornwallis shoal is the small bank on the .'^oiUh side of the channel, marked 
with one and a-half fathoms on each end of it, bearing from Koo-sluiU east 
south-cast nearly. It was completely uncovered wiien ^\e pa.ssed it. 

Proceeding up the river tlie soulli end of Stalling Island, and iiw ana shun 
hill will become visible. Jiy keeping the latter not ([uile on \\\i]\ the south end 
of Starling Island, but rather to the southward of it, it \\\\\ lead you light uj if 
to it, clear of the banks, which project from the north side of the channel. 

Starling Island is long, exceeding low and flat, the southern part is 
wooded and inhabited, but the northciu half is an extremely narrow low sli]) of 
and tliat will in all probability be swept away at the first time of any unusual 
swelling of the river. The north extremity for about a n)ile has already 
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fathonrs close^to it, it is rather shoal, and should be given a bcrtli at low water 
of at least half a cable. The rest of the island, from its south point upwards, 
we found bold too* 

When abreast of the eastern entrance to the Sha-yaou river it appears 
difficult to proceed, the chart .showing a blank without any soundings, and 
instead of one small island only appearing on the right hand, there are actually 
three visible with houses and numbers of rush huts thickly studding them all 
oven Tiiey extend as far north as an cast north-east, bearing from the north 
point of the entrance to the Sha-yaou river. On the chart, deep water (thirteen 
fathoms) is marked near the north point of the Sha-yaou river, but we found it 
shoal, having only four fathoms. W^e deepened by hauling more towards the 

islands above mentioned. , « i . /, i • 

After passing this place keep towards the right bank of the river (talcing 
the precaution not to come too near the northern extremity of t;hese islands, 
in the event of any spit growing up in a northerly direction), until Choo-shan 
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Pagoda, which \n\\ soon be seen over the land and recognised, bears nearly west, 
ivhen the left bank must be immediately crossed over to, you will then be to the 
•westward of the long shoal marked with quarter fathoms on it, but which was 
visible to us full six feet above the water for nearly a mile. This shoal is 
called after the ^^ Jupiter,*' who grounded on it. 

Proceeding onwards there are apparently no obstructions to the navigation 
of the river until past the western entrance to the Sha-yaou river, lu the 
channel, nearly due west from Chooshan Pagoda, a sunken rock is nuirked on 
>the chart* It was visible to us about seven feet above the water, and had a 
pole fixed on it. It lies about a cable*s length from the eastern shore, and 
■under a small hill on that side* 

Seaow-sha Island is extremely low and flat, without trees or habitation of 
any kind on it, and I should think frequently inundated. 'Co the southward, 
and abreast of its eastern extremity, there is; I believe, a shoal, extending 
from the southern shore to Avithin two cables* length of this point of the island, 
and on Avhich Her Majesty's ship ** Calliope** grounded. It is said there is only 
nine feet water on it. 

Silver Island. Wo passed up and beat down to the southward of this 
island. Less water than marked on the chart will be found,, and the depths 
very irregular. In going up, the point on the left bank may be rounded close, 
iut just within it, abreast of the island, it shoals. Borrowing to this side, to 
weather the west end of Silver Island, we shoaled to three and a-half fathoms 
for several casts. 

Off the west end of Ta-sha is a bank which we shoaled on in working 
out. 

Marion Rock. Proceeding on past Golden Island there is a sunken rock, 
marked on the chart close over to the northern shore. It lies, however, directly 
in midchannel, and in a direct line between the west point of the creek on the 
south bank and the most elevated and most remarkable part Of the bank on the 
north shore. It has been built on by the Chinese, and now shows four or tive feet 
iabove the water. I observed a whitewashed mark on the rocks below the 
Pagoda on Golden Island, and after passing the rock we brought the Pagoda 
and this mark in one, it then appeared in a direct line over and on with the 
rock, and appears intended as a mark for it. On our return down, by keeping 
the I?agoda open to the right of the mark, we passed clear to the southward 
of it. 

Pih-sin-chow Island. Midway between the -eastern point of this island 
-and' the north shore is a bank, uncovered, three or four feet above the water, 
with apparently a navigable channel, used by the junks, on cither side of it. 
"We stood near it, and tacked in fifteen fathoms water, not far from it. 

Along the south-east side of this island arc several banks, wliich uncover at 
low water. Tlicy lie parallel to the shore, a short distance from it, and arc 
steep too. 

After passing E-ching, there are some remarkable hills. First, a range 
marked on the chart as stretching to the north-west, but also to the north-east ; 
,next, westwcardofthem, are two conical-shaped hills, with some table. land at the 
back ; a very little further west Js a remarkable table hill. Westward of the 
creeks at E-ching, there arc some shoal patches near the north shore, on the 
edge of one of which we anchored during the night, the wind having failed us. 
The weather next morning was too hazy to observe any bearings to get our 
position exactly, but I sounded dtn*ing the night, and found four fathon^s about 
half cable from the shore, rocky bottom. Off the mouth of the creek, on the 
north shore, and south-east by south from the two hill^, we had some shoal 
casts over a rocky bottom, extending southward one-third the way across the 
river. 

Wc tried to pass through the creek which leads to the south of Tsaou-hcae- 
hea Island, but after advancing about one- third of the distance, w^ere obliged to 
retrace our steps, finding only half the depth of water marked on the chart. It 
is a very narrow channel ; a longer vessel than ourselves would h«avo been 
obliged to have returned the best part of the way stern foremost. 

Off the north-east side of Tsaou-heae-hea Island, a shoal extends full one- 
itbird of the Avay across the river. Its northern edge uncovers for about three 
cables* length in a direction parallel to the shore. When abreast of the centre 
part, Ning-yau-slianipagoda bore north, north-east, quarter cast, 



/ 
1G3 ' / 

We observed a rock uneovoroil near tlie wcslcni .sliore, ahout a mile to the 
northward of Ping-shau pagoda. 

(Hi-netl) B. IT. GARWOOD, UaHor. 



Inclosiirc G in Jffo. oG. 
Commander CkimjjhcU to Connnanciyr Pilman. 

Sir, Shamjhae, April 7, 1848. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the iuformatiou of hi.s Excellency 
the Commander-in-chief, that Her Majesty ^s .sh)up under my connnund anchored 
off Nanking on the evening of the 2yth March. 

During the passage up wo grounded tliree times on soft muddy bottom, 
but sustained no injury, though a delay of 48 huurs oif Lang-sh: n Pogoda 
from the difficulty of getting off, and which \\as not accomplished without 
starting the water and lightening hor of bix guns, live tons of .shut, chain cables, 
bower-anchorSj and the spare spars. 

Between Choo-shan and banking we ^\ere \ibitcd by several Mandarins, 
^Yho came off and inquired the object of our visit, which, however, I deferred 
acquainting them with, until our arrival at K'anhin. 

On the 31st March, after several interviews with the Mandarins on board, 
T, with several of the ofiicers, accompanied Brooke llobertson. Esquire, Her 
Majesty's Vice-Consul at Rlianghae, and II. Tarkob, Esquire, officiating Inter- 
preter at that port, into the city of ^Nanking, v. hen Her Majet.ty b Vicc-Consul 
presented his despatches to the A^iceroy. 

On the 2nd April, the Viceroy visited Vicv ^faje^ty'-s sloop, and was 
received with all honours. 

On the evening of the 3rd insianL IJcr Jlajv^n's Yicc-Con.^ul reported to 
me that the object of his mission wa-i caucUule.l, hat as ii \\as nearly dark, I 
did not deem it advisable to Aveigh until t!ie ioUouinii^ msrniiig. 

Inclosed is a list of batteries, wit'i their stun- Ji and pu.>ition, erccicd by 
the Chinese since the last war; also a low remarks upon the navigation of the 
river, which is very different from what it \\a^ hi iVc autum of 16)2, as it was 
then very broad and deep with a current of from ihrve to four miles per hour 
setting down. At present the current doc:-^ not make it^tronger tlian from onc- 
halfto two miles per hour, some parts of the river ar** little more than half the 
breadth they were then, with from two to three iathomb less water. 

The Mandarins said it was in consequence of (he wnows not having jet 
melted in the interior. 

The Viceroy and Mandarins were most polite ?ind attentive, and assisted 
us in procuring supplies, but evidently nio^it an.xious for our departure, and 
much annoyed at our having come up* 

On the morning of tlie 3rd ijistant, t)io Vicero} scut Mandarins and boats 
for those officers who wished to avail Ihembolves of seeing the Porcelain Tower, 
most of v/hom took advantage of it. On leaving, the j/eople had uollectcd in 
thousands, and a few in the rear commenced throwing brickbats, making no 
distinction between Englishmen or Mandarins. The Mandarins, with tlicir 
attendants and some soldiers, did all in tlieir powder to prevent ihom, but 
without -success. Fortunately none of the party were much hurt, and the 
following morning shortly before our departure fifteen of thc^ culprits Avcre 
brought down in front of the ship, with tlie cangue round their necks. The 
Viceroy expressed the deepest regret at (he oceurrci\ce, and was doing all in 
his power to discover the oifcnders. 

Whilst proceeding down the Yang.t,<?c-kiang this day. Her Majesty's sloop 
again .toot .the. ground on the Blonde Shoal, where she remained an houn 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRED. CAMPBELL. 
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Inclosure 7 in 3^o, 5G. 
Commander Campbell to Commander Pihnan, 

Sir, Shumjhac, April 7, 1^18. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of his Excellency, 
the Commander-in-chief, that on my way up the Yang-tze-keang river to 
Nanking, in Her Majesty's sloop under my command, I discovered the follo\Ying 
batteries, which have been erected since 184 2. 

At Yin-shan, on the point directly opposite Kiang-yin-heen, is a solitary 
battery mounting thirty-five guns, built in a Avest-south-west and east-north-east 
direction,, the face of it being in a small degree convex. Opposite, immedi- 
ately below the hills, in the openings between thenij are three batteries. The 
first or westernmost mounts nineteen guns, which chiefly point in a north-nortli- 
^vcst direction : the face of this battery is slightly convex. The second mounts 
seventeen guns, which point north-north-east. 

The third and easternmost mounts fifteen guns, which point north-west. 

The second and third almost join each other. 

On passing Starling Island, preparations appeared to be making for the 
erection of batteries on the north-west and south-east ends. 

Passing Keun-shan, or Choo-shan,on the north bank of the river, and com- 
manding -the entrance to the Sha-yaou or IlalPs Cut, is a battery mounting fifty 
guns, ^Yhich point in an east-by -south direction* 

On the opposite side, after passing HalFs Cut. at the foot of the Choo-shan 
Hills, is a chain of batteries, mounting thirty-eight guns, which chiefly point in a 
north-north-west direction. 

On the north bank of the river, a little to the westward of Silver Island, is 
a battery mounting fifty guns, pointing in a south-east direction across the river; 
and further to the westward, and nearly opposite Joss House Hill, Chia-keang-foo. 
is a battery of twenty-five guns, all levelled in a south-south-east direction. 

On the south bank, just above the hill to the southward of Silver Island, 
are three batteries close together. 

The 1st moimls li guns. 
2nd „ U „ 
3rd „ 12 „ 

Tiic whole of these guns, as placed in the embrasure.^, point north-by-eabt 
across the river. . ^ 

' On the nortii hank of the river, on the point opposite the Yue-tszc-ke Hill, is 
a battery mounting thirty guns, built in a straight east-by-south and wcst-by- 
iiorth direction, the embrasures opening at right angles, nearly directly acrobb 
the river. The embrasures were observed to open on a north-west-by-west, and 
close on a nortli-east-by-nortli beiiring. 

1 observed that the whole uf these butteries had a line of embrasures close 
in the rear, parallel to and corresponding with the fiont ones, evidently intended 
for reversing the guns in the event of being attacked in the rear. 

The batteries are built of mud, and open at each end ; and the one on the 
north bank, opposite the Ycu-tsze-ke Hills, could bo ii?ked by any vessel coming 
up the river, without being able to return a shot. 

The guns were all housed over, therefore I am unable to give their calibre; 
but the Mandarin who commanded the batteries of Choo-slian told me that their 
calibre wos from t^venty to fifty-eight pounds. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FllED. CAMPBELL, Commander. 



^^Espiegle'' at Woosung, April 7, 1848. 
RESPECTING the tides in the Yangtze-kiang, our passage up and down 
was so hurried, that nothing can bo said further than that after passing the 
western entrance to the Sha-yaou-ho, or Hall's Cut, w^e never experienced any 
upward stream of tide^ although there was .what 1 supposed to be the usual rise 
and fall of ai few feet, AV^e generally had from thence a constant stream against 
us, varying from one and a-faalf to two knots, I am of opinion there is full 
fifteen feet less water in the river at this season than at the time the survey was 
taken. 

(Signed) E. H. GARAVOOD, Maskr. 
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Inclosure S ia No. 50. 
Qooml Alcocic to Mr, Bonham. 

Sii*, Bliangbae^ April 12, 184*^. 

SIAIULTAJJEOUSTiY wiili the arrival uP Her I^Iajcsty^s .^hip -'Milspiogle^' 
from Nanlving, on the 7th instant, Her iMaje.^(y*s .stoam-slooi) ''Fury'' entered 
tlie river from Hong Kong-, l)ringing me your Excellency \<> \lespatdies 
of the 23r(l and 27th ultimo, in reply to my fir.sfc report of the T.sing-foo 
outrage of the Sth ultimo, an unusually quick return, six to eight weeks 
generally intervening as the shortest period for answers to be recei\*ed from 
Her Majesty's Plenipoteuliavy. 

I refer to it more especially because this circumstance necessarily exercised 
some influence in deciding upon the course to be pursued, when the authorities 
clearly manifested a disposition to allow the offenders to escape with impunity, 
and to refuse all redress. 

In reply to the two despatches I have had the honour to receive^ conveying 
your Excellency's regret, that with the limited power and duties of a Consul, I 
liad taken the steps reported^ without previous reference to Her iM'ajcsty's 
Plenipotentiary, and stating that under tlie circumstances, your Excellency 
would not have considered yourself warranted in sanctioning the measures 
adopted, I can only trust, that the measures taken to provide for an unforeseen 
emergency may be regarded without disapproval, now tjiat the whole progress 
of events with the result are known. 

My previous despatches must, I conceive, have afforded satisfactory 
evidence that the danger to our interests was great, and that any measures 
short of those taken, must have failed in attaining the end in view, without 
whicli >ve could no longer count upon freedom from molestation. Ho^v hv 
under such circumstances, Her Majesty's Consul may be warranted, in an isolated 
and distant port, like Shanghac, hi taking vigorous steps upon his own 
responsibility, to avert a great evil, is a question of the utmost importance to 
British interests. In the conviction that he >vould be held justified, if his 
measures, dictated by the exclusive desire to discharge a public duty, were 
found neither to be wanting in temper or discretion, nor ill-adapted to eflect 
their object, I did not hesitate to overstep the ordinary limits of a Consul's 
power and duties, trusting to the assurance already conveyed to Her Majesty's 
servants in China, that the best construction will always be put upon their 
efforts to uphold and defend the interests confided to them. 

I felt the more confident in this cour.-se, from a reference to the general tenor 
and spirit of the instructions accompanying my commission for this port, to 
which )^our Excellency refers ; for although I am expressly directed, in any 
discussions of a disagreeable character, to avail myself of the advantage of 
suspending controversy for a time, by referring the matter to the Chief 
Superintendent, I am also directed steadily to maintain the rights and privileges 
of British subjects. 

The instruction to suspend a controversy, by referring lo the Chief Super- 
intendent, is, moreover, grounded upon the inference, that in most cases an 
intimation to that eflect would probably have a salutary influence on the pcrsoJis 
or authorities with whom I might come in collision. But, in the present 
instance, as I have explained in former despatches, so far from such a course 
exercising a salutary influence, it was calculated to defeat the ends of justice, 
and to ensure the success of the injurious policy adopted by the Chinese 
authorities. It was counting upon my hesitation to act Avithout instructions, 
and the delay and ultimate inutility of a reference, that emboldened them to 
turn a deaf car to all remonstrance. • 

In departing, therefore, from the letter of my histructions in this instance, 
I conceived and hoped I sliould best act up to their spirit, and I shall deeply 
regret, if, in the opinion of Tier Majesty \s Government, I have erred in my 
judgment. 

I do not plead the success which has followed, in extenuation of an officer 
exceeding his powers, because an advantage may be dearly purchased by the 
sacrifice^ of a principle, or a due subordination of powers. I am equally far from 
urging, that succef-s is any proof of the abstract expediency and fitness of tlie 
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measures taken, since no one can move fully than myself admit, that the event 
forms no just criterion of the merit of measures^ Avhich, when ill-devised, 
may be followed by success, as certainly as failure may attend the best directed 
efforts. 

The blame or approval of your Excellency in the first instance, and of Her 
Majesty's Oovernment subsequently, must rest upon the justifiability under the 
circumstances of the case, or in any unforeseen emergency, of the Oonsul at 
Shanghae iipou his respohsibilitj-, aiiticipatihg instructions which cannot be 
r6c^ived in time to iivert a menaced danger ; and secondly, upon the fitness 
and expediency in relation to the object in view, of the course actually adopted, 
without reference to its ultimate result. 

in reference to the fir^t, it is not for me to argue the question. I am 
prepai'cd to receive with all submission, tlie decision that may be conveyed to 
me by the Tlepresentatiyc of iler Majesty's Governmenti I may, however, be 
permitted to observe, that circumstances may arise where ah officer is at a 
detached poi't, in Avhich d close adherence to instructions, would bo destructive 
to the interests which they were framed to protect, and when these can only be 
successfully defended by overstepping the Hitiits assigned for their better security 
and guardiailship* In sucli circumstances I conceive I was placed, when all 
redress for an outrage of aggravated and atrocious character was refused, 
under a false plea of inability tb seize the perpetrators. 

1 need not, I triist, occupy your Excellency's time, in connection with this 
part of the subject, by bfferihg any justification of my motives for the respon- 
sible course taken. Withiil the limits and Idtter of my instructions t was safe, 
\yhatever evil befel British interests. The moment I eiideavQufed, disregarding 
the express tenor of those iiistrlicticins, to seize their spirit^ I put myself on 
trial before Her Majesty's Goverriinent for an unauthorized assumption of 
powers. There are circuhistances in wiiioli the danger or injury attending 
failure may be ^qlially baVahcdd in the minds of those engaged, by the hope of 
rewatd in thi^ t^vent 6$ success ; but it required little penetration from the 
begiiiiiirigto see that I wd^ hot in this position ; oh the cohtraiy, aiiy advantage 
which might iEl(icrU<i ihiisl be il b^hent to the public interests exclusively, since 
it wbuld, ih all , probability, be lidld too tlangerdus a precedent ibr unqualified 
approbation to iiltirk a result even us coinpleie as tliat which has now been 
atteihfed. I disnliss, therefore, rtll cnic upon this head, and am chiefly anxious 
to show that the hleasurefe themselyes, considered apart from the result, though 
aggressive and coercive, wbre hot in eflect, as they may well have appeared at 
a distiinee, offensive in k sr-ise calculated to embroil the two natiohs in hos- 
tilities, or to cndatm-er the peacdablo relations at i)reserit existing between Her 
Majesty*s and the Ohihefee Gov(iiiimeht ; whereas I had, in common with the 
whole foreign community Jiild foreign tlonsuls here, an ihtihiate persuasion that 
if t)rompt redress were hot obtained, Outrages and inseguritv would follow, so 
certainly and tapidly, that danger to our friendly ahd peaceable relations must 
inetitably accrue, whiltever subsequent measures might be taken to remedy the 
evil. 

As this, in reference to our future relations, is by far the most important 
featuri[j of the case, I trust your Excellency will pardon my entering into details, 
some of which are riot unknown to you, yet all bearing so distinctly upon my 
position, and sd necessary to a clear appreciation of the circumstances, that I 
feel bound, in justice to myself and the interests which were at stake, to slate 
them consecutively. 

The nibasurcJs adopted were devised with especial reference io local circuni- 
stahces, and my expeVience pt the people and the authorities with whom I liad 
to deal, Scjiarated frbih their cohncction with these, and their consequent 
adtiptalion to the end, their eligibility and expediency, and, still more, the 
safety of their adoption, may seem even nbw, to any one at a distance, very 
doubtfol 

I had a *ell-grdUnded confidence ih my own coercive powers, and Hic 
wekkness and falsci position of those I had to contend with. The Taoutac, as 
your Excellency with some alarm anticipated, either could not, or would not, 
apprthend the principal bflfendets, cVeii to the last raohaent, when liis own 
interests and his position as a public officer were alike menaced by tlio steps 
announced to hihi. Yet^ ih despite of his impraciicabiUty, I bblicvcd Her 
Majesty's Consul had th^ lireans at his command of obtaining the most full and 
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ample redress 5n the power of a Goyovnmcnt to afford, niid tliifi williout any act 
of violence, Ayithout collision willi tlio poo])le or injury to llieir intercsis, and 
consequently without giving' rise to tlic .slightoftt manifestation of popular fx4linff 
or ill-will On tlie 12th of March, that is, I believed he had the moans ; hut on 
ihe 20th they would Imvc heon no longer his, nor within the reach of Her 
Majesty's Government; and the earliest poasihle communication witli Her 
Majesty*s Plenipotentiary could not ho co\mted upon under a month. 

The chief element of strength for the Consul lay in (he large fleet of 
Government grain junlcs on the eve of departure for lacking, at tliat moment 
lying ready laden in the anchorage above Her Majeslv's ship ^^Clnlders/^ 
their prompt departure was so important a matter to the Taoutae, and extending 
from him upwards to the Lieutenant-Governor at Soo-chow, and the Governoi^ 
General at Nanking, that their detention vrould ensure not only prompt atten- 
tion, but whatever satisfaction it was in the power of the authorities of the 
Province to grant. 

The only question, tlierefore, was tlic poj?si]}iHty, for a very limited and 
short period of two or three weeks, of maintaining an embargo, without involving 
hostile collision and a rupture. 

After consultation with the senior naval officer, Captain Pitman, as to the 
means at his disposal for carrying out such a mea^^ure, and his opinion of its 
feasibility without serious risk, 1 felt quite satisfied that X should be wholly 
unjustified if, shielding myself behind the letter of my instructiojis, I abandoned 
to certain injury our best interests at this port. 

The result, I may be permitted to say, or rather the wliole progress of the 
events from the first day of the embargo to the puni>shment of tlic offenders, has 
gone far to prove that in this estimate of means of coercion and cliances of 
collision there was neitlier error of judgment nor iniscalculaf ion. 

I certainly hoped, and was inclined to believe, that theTaoutae. finding his 
official position meiiaced in so serious a manner, would have adopted, as tlie 
lesser of two evils, the alternative open to him until tlie twelfth day after the 
oiitrage, of putting forth all ln*s means, and arresting the ofienders. In this I 
was mistaken. With a singular ineptitude, he wasted time, ^o precious to him, 
hi mere subterfuges and miserable attempts to extricate his junks by triclc and 
evasion ; and the last thing he thought of was really and honestly to exert 
himself to put an end to his difficulties^ by seizing the criminaJ:^ — a clear proof 
hoAv hopeless must have been the eflorts, by any diplomacy, to have extorted 
redress ii'om such an officer. 

■It was matter of some surprise to me tliat so many days elapsed before 
news, official or incidental, reached the Lieutcnant-Covcrnor at Soo-chow, the 
immediate result of which I anticipated must be the dispatch of a superior 
officer to supersede the Taoutae in the aflair, cvnd comnmnicatc with me, 

1 was quite prepared, if it seemed othor\u*se expedient, or any risk of 
collision threatened, in negotiation witli such delegate from Soo-chow, to take 
off the embargo, on *his assurance that prompt redress should be afforded, 
whether by the apprehension of the offenders or the removal of the 'Paoutae, 
retaining the embargo on the maritime duties until the attainment of the end, 
This mode of proceeding, I felt, would in no degree compromise our position, 
while it would at once velieve me of the burden of a responsible and anxious 
coercive mcfisurc. 

Flpcling this desired result delayed, I dispatched the brig to Jfanking, as 
A* certain means of aflixing a limit to such an exceptional state of affairs, and 
this \yas immedii^tely folWed, o>s your Excellency is aware, by all that 1 had 
anti^inated or could indeed have desired, 

Th4 there w(is not a cei'tnin amount of risk, I am far from aflirming ; but 
tijat j() wa^ veniote, and l^y no m^nw of a character to deter an officer of sound 
discretion from following out, to its legitimate conclusion, a lino of policy on 
which so much depended, having carefully ])i'ovided a means of retreat Avithout 
a pqi)ipro^iis^ qf our positiop," I trust m ill bo manifest. I counted with great 




detested), the hesitation of the authorities, from fear of personal consequences 
direct and remote, to try the issue of an actual struggle; the guarantee which 
the jeopardy any collision would place the property of tlic junk owners 
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themselves in, furnished against any effort to force the pas^^age of the river for 
these vessels, tlie only ones affected, I coxuitod upon all the^iO as elenleuts of 
strength to myself and of wealvncss to the Chinese, as pledgqs of good augury 
for peaceful rehitions being undisturbed under the pressure of the embargo. 

There were beyond these ottier strong guarantees for ultimate success 
>vithout violence ; the practical assertion of conscious strength, of the absence 
of fear as to the result, and of the efficacy of the means at my disposal, 
afforded by my continued residence in the city, isolated from all Europeans, 
and surrounded by the Chinese population, beyond hope of escape if violence 
were to be attempted, was no doubt of great and beneticiai iniluence. It gave 
them assurance that no hostile measures were contemplated by myself injurious 
to persons or property, beyond the mere stoppage of the grain junks, ^Ylucll 
chiefly affected the authorities and not the people, and must have tended to 
calm people's minds, notwithstanding the circulation of absurd and mischievous 
reports, rumours and alarms, which my daily walk through the length and 
breadth of the city, and the i)assage of the ladies of my family, must alone 
have sufficed to neutralize without an effort on my part. Even a despatch of 
one of the two men-oF»war in the midst of the blockade, told in our favour, for 
much more was gained in the moral effect of such a palpable evidence of 
security and sufficient force, than was lost in physical means of resistance or 
aggression. 

The result, and the whole progress of the negotiations, step by step, being 
now before your Excellency. I trust that it will be seen that however bold or 
aggressive the measures taken may have seemed, they wore at no time attended 
with any serious danger to our relations, with less, I firmly believe, than must 
have been the result of a successful denial of justice* In boldness and decision, 
in truth, lay their safety. I was closely watched, no point was leift untried, and 
there can be little doubt that the slightest indication of indecision or vacillation 
would have caused the very danger which a contrary course effectually 
averted. 

I will not trouble your Excellency further with explanations which I 
ventur<e to hope may be suggested by a careful consideration of all the 
circumstances ; but I venture to hope that the whole of my despatches and 
inclosures on this subject may be forwarded by the next mail for Viscount 
Palmerston's inforiaation, that his Lordship's judgment may be formed with full 
knowledge of the facts. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' RUTHERFORD ALCOCK. 



No. 57. 

Viscount Palmerston to Mr, Bonham, 

Sir, Foreign Office, My 1, 1848. 

I OBSERVE, with satisfaction, in your despatch of the lOtli of 
April, that you succeeded in obtaining from the Acting Chinese Commissioner 
prompt redress for an unnrovoked assault committed on two British subjects, 
Messnt. Bowman and Johnson ; and I have to acquaint you that I entirely 
approve of your having at once resisted the pretension advanced by the Chinese 
Commissioner, that unless British subjects are accompanied by linguists or 
policemen, thev cannot expect redress for outrages and insults committed upon 
them by the Chinese* 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 
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Viscount Palmerston to Mr, Bonhanu 

Sir, Foreiyn OJ/he, Juhj o, 134^8. 

r HAVE to acknowledge the i-eccipt of Sir John Davis s flesi)atch 
of the 18th of March, and of your despatches of the 25th and 30th 
of March, and tlie 12th and 24tli of April, respecting an assault com- 
mitted by some Chinese junkmen on thi'ce British subjects, ilcssrs. Medhurst, 
Lockhart, and Muirhead, ^Yho had gone, for missionary purposes, to a town 
named Tshi^-poo, situated at some distance from Shanghai Tlie inclosurcs 
forwarded with these despatches, give an account of the measures taken by 
Mr. Consul Alcock to obtain redress for this outrage, and it has been a great 
satisfaction to Her Majesty's Government to find that those n^casurcs havc'bccu 
so entirely successful. 

I have to state to you, in reply, that under all the circumstances of tlie 
case, Her Majesty's Govennnent approve of the decision taken, and of tlic course 
pursued by Mr. Alcock, who, by promptly availing himself of the means of 
coercion which the peculiar circumstances of the moment placed within his reach, 
has been enabled to bring to a speedy and satisfactory settlement a matter whicli, 
if a longer delay had taken place, might, perhaps, not have been adjusted without 
greater and more costly efforts. 

Her Majesty's Government do full justness to the abihty and firmness with 
which Mr. Alcock carried out the measures which he had resolved upon ; and 
they arc sensible that it was owing to the manner in which he conducted the 
business at Shanghae, and especially to the decided step which he took of 
dispatching Mr. Vice-Consul llobertson to Nanking, that l! c matter was 
brought to a satisfactory and honourable conclusion. And I am glad to be able 
to add, that Mr. Kobertson and Mr. Interpreter Parke, appear to liave executed 
in a very able and judicious manner, Mr. Alcock's instructions. It is my inten- 
tion to acquaint the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that the conduct of 
the officers commanding Her Majesty's ships ** Cliilders " and •' Espiegle," 
appears to me to have been such as to entitle them to commendation. 

But although Her Majesty's Government approve of Mr. Alcock's conduct 
on this recent occasion, yet this case must be considered as an excei)tion to a 
rule, and not as a precedent for future guidance. And Sir. Alcock will, there- 
fore, no doubt, on any occasion of difference which may licreafter arise between 
himself and the Chinese authorities, conform strictly to the instructions which he 
and the other Consuls in China have received for their guidance in such matters. 

Moreover, as it appears that on this late occasion the Missionaries, although 
they were not, strictly speaking, transgi'cssing the limits of the regulation, yet 
from ignorance, or want of presence of mind, omitted to take steps which mighty 

Serhaps, have saved them from the assaults to which they were exposed, it is 
^ esiraole, that Mr. Alcock and all the other Consuls in Cliina, should strongly 
impress upon the British residents within their district, that whenever, in the 
course of their excursions in the country they find tlicmsclvcs likely to be 
exposed to insult or violence from a mob, they should endeavour to place them- 
selves immediatelv under the protection of the nearest Chinese Magistrate, 
unless they should be so close to their boat, or to any other place of safety, 
that it would be easier for them so to escape from danger than by seeking out a 
Chinese magistrate. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTOJS^ 
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N"o, 59. 

Mi\ Bonhim to Viscount Palnierstoru — (Received July 25,) 

My Lord, Victoria, Hong Kong, April 2S, 1S48, 

ADVERTING to my despatcji of the 24tli instant, I think it proper 
to inclose^ for your Lordship^s information, copy of a letter that I have 
this day addressed to Mr. Consul A^^rock, in reply to his of the 10th and 12th 
instant, explanatory of the reasons that induced him to incur the grave respon- 
sibility tlmt he has seen fit to do in his late proceedings at Shanghac, Avithout 
previous communication with, or reference to, Her Majesty's Plenipotentiary. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) S. G. BONHAM. 



Tnclosure in JTo. 59. 
Mr. Bonham to Consul Alcoch 



Sir, Victoria, Hong Kong, Ajml 28, 1848. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 
10th and 12th instant, which, with their inclcsures, have been forwarded by this 
mail for the information of Her Majesty's Government* 

Adverting to your first despatch^ I feel sure that the successful result of 
Mr. Vice-Consul Eobertson^s mission to Nanking cannot but prove most grati- 
fying to Her Majesty^s Government. I fully concur with you in your appro- 
bation of the conduct of that gentleman, wlio appears to have shown much tact 
and ability in the discharge of the delicate duty with which you intrusted him ; 
and I hope that his services, as well as those of Mr. Parkes, who has borne in 
this affair a conspicuous and creditable part, will be duly appreciated by Lord 
Palmerston. 

As regards the arguments advanced in your letter of the l2th instant, I 
have only to repeat my admiration of the able manner in whicli you have, 
througjiout, conauctcd the negotiation, and assure you of the pleasure afforded 
mo by its successful termination. The reasons you assign for proceeding to so 
great a length, are forcible, and full^ eiititled to consideration ; neither am I 
unwilling to admit,, that had the grain junks been permitted to put to sen, the 
means of co,?rcion would have been, ^o^t, or, in other words, that had you not 
travelled out of tlie ordinary course, the matter would not, in all probability, 
have been brought to so satisfactory a conclusion as it has l3cen. Jiut I pnist, 
at the same tinlc inform you, that I was assured by my predecessor that this 
whs the first instance of the assutnption, by any Consul, of so grave a position, 
and I need scarcely to a gentleman of your penetration observe, that although 
in the present case the power you assumed was most judiciously exercised, a 
general practice of departing, however great the apparent necessity, from the 
prescribed rule of proceeding, would be inevitably attended with very serious 
inconvenience. 

In conclusion, lean only say that it will be to me a source of great happi- 
ness to find that the fearless energy with which, when you had accepted so great 
a responsibility, you acquitted yourself in obtaining for the subjects of Her 
Majesty the redress to which they were entitled, has been as warmly appreciated 
by Her Majesty's Government as by myself. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) S. Q. BONHAM. 
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Jfo. 60. 
M)\ Bonham to Viscount Palmer$ton.~{Roceived July 25.) 

(Extract) Victoria, Hong Koncj, May 4, 1848. 

IN conformity with that part oP your Lordship s instructions contained in 
your despatch of 11 th January, I have now the honour to report that, on 
Saturday the 29th instant, I proceeded in Her Majesty's yteanier "Medea,'' to 
Hoo-inun-chac, for the purpose of liaving an intcVview with Sen, the Acting 
Imperial Commissioner, who. as your Lordsliip has been informed by my prede- 
cessor, succeeded to this office, as also to that of Acting Governor-General of 
the Provinces of Kwang-tung and Kwang-se on the departure of Keying, avIio 
left Canton for Peking on the l6th March. 

As Seu is entirely unknoAvn to Europeans, and I believe never saw, and 
certainly never spoke to one imtil my interview with him, I considered it expe- 
dient to make a certain amount of display on the occasion, and in consequence 
took with mc the Major-General (/ommanding the Forces, the »Sccretary to the 
Superintendency, my private Secretary, the Chinese Secretary, Mr. Gut^laff, 
and four other military officers, who, together with the Grenadier company of 
the 95th Regiment, made a very respectable cortege. 

As Her Majesty's steamer ^* j\Iedea*' could not, by reason of her draft of 
water, proceed up the creek to Hoo-nmn-chae, the Senior Naval Olficcr had, at 
my request, ordered down the " Pluto ** from the Factories to Anson's Bay, to 
receive us there, and we embarked on board her and proceeded to the place that 
had already been agreed upon. This is the same that was used on Sir John 
Davis being introduced to Keying, and v> liere Sir Henry Pottinger s Supple- 
mentary Treaty was signed. 

On the " Medea^' passing the Bogue Forts, she was saluted by all of them, 
and all the ramparts were manned ; these compliments were repeated on our 
return with the Imperial Commissioner on board, although, at that time, the 
commanders of tho difTerent foi Is were entirely ignorant of his being there ; it 
was, therefore, clear that orders had been given to the different forts on tho 
river to treat us with every respect, and tliis order was most fully carried out. 

On our arrival at tioo-mun-chae, we ^vere received with marked respect, and 
immediately sat down to a table to partake of refreshment, when I conversed 
with Sell, 

Seu is somewhat taciturn, and made but few remarks ; lie said he did noJ* 
kiibw if Keying would return or not to Canton, but that he lumself was deter- 
mined to carry out the provisions of the Treaty, as fin* as in him laid, by making 
no distinction betwceii the central and outside people, so long as the fbrci^ xms 
were properly restrained. He added, that there were numerous wicked pc -pie 
in the Province, and that since his accession to oHicc as Deputy-Governor of the 
two Provinces, which is about a year ago, he had been compelled to execute 
upwards of 500 persons. 

During our conversation I asked Seu if he had heard of the late misun 'or- 
standing at Shanghae, arising out of the cruel assault on the Missionary go c- 
men, and as he replied he had not, Mr. GutzlafFwas icqucsted to acquaint hini 
with the particulars* His only reply was, that equal justice should be adminis- 
tered to the natives of the central nation as well as tliuse ol*outcj'oncs, meaning 
thereby, of course, Chinese and foreigners. 

After a general conversation of this description, I invited his Excellency to 
return with us in the steamer **, Pluto," to see the ** Medea/' to which he forth- 
with assented, and after a visit of a couple of hours' duration, ^\e proceeded to 
that vessel On our arrival on board the **]\[edeo;' in Anson's Bay, he was 
saluted with seventeen guns and received by the Grenadier company of the 
SJ5th Kcgiment, and after partaking of a slight relreshment kindly offered by 
Captain Mason, and inspecting the vessel, he returned in the ** Pluto '' to Hoo- 
hniihdiaci accompanied by Mr. GutzlafT*. 

Seu was attended on his pait by Lae-gan-tsco, an Admiral; Glmou-chang- 
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personal demeanour and cast of countenance, I judge him to be astern^ uncom- 
promising man, and one M'ho Avould go to some length to obtain any object he 
bad in view. 

Your Lordship should be informed that this meeting Avas arranged between 
the Imperial Commissioner and myself so long ago as the 28th Marcli ; at that 
time he said nothing of his intending to visit and inspect the forts in the vicinity 
ofthcBoo'ue; but on his leaving Canton, on the 27th instant, such was the 
reason assigned to the pqople of Canton, as will be seen by the inclosure. 

Whether or riot Sen originally intended to inspect the Jioguc Ports, and 
others in the vicinity at the time he arranged for meeting meat Hoo-mun-chae, is 
uncertain ; but the inclination of my opinion is, that siich Avas not the case, and 
that his doing so on the occasion, was a mere pretence to account for his absence 
from Canton^ as j^erhaps he feared the violence of the mob if it was known that 
he had left the city for the purpose of holding a conference with the liritish 
authorities ; and that such was the case wlien'Keying had a meeting with Sir 
John Davis, in April 1846» is abundantly evident by his considering it neces- 
sary to issue a proclamation on the subject. 

Oil the whole, it is not improbable that Sen, thinking that the Canton 
populace would consider the meeting to be in some way connected with the 
proposed entry into the city in April next, issued this proclamation for the 
purpose of deceiving them as to the real cause of his absence from the city ; but 
it shows that his position is such, that he is by no means prepared to act as he 
sees fit, and that he is compelled to stoop to evasion with the popuhice on any 
occasion when, from circumstances he may be compelled to act in any way 
which he conceives may be obnoxious to popular feeling. 



Inclosure in No. 60. 

ProcUmatioiu 

(Translation.) 

SEU, Governor-General of Kwang-tung and Kwang-se, hereby issues a 
proclamation. 

Whereas I have fixed upon the 27th instant to start from Canton, in order 
to repair to the Bogue for the purpose of insi)ccting the forts, I have ordered 
the acting Lieutenant-Colonel, Commander of the provincial troops garrisoning 
Canton, to receive at my Yanum all the daily despatches arriving at my address, 
as is on record, which 1 have now to make known by proclamation. 

For this reason, I hereby issue a proclamation ordering the soldiers and 
runners at the different post stations along the various routes to Canton, to 
repair, in obedience to my commands, to my Vamun, and deliver the despatches 
to the said officcn 

Do not disobey. A special proclamation. 

April 27, 1848. 



No.ei. 

Mr. BoHf^n lo Viscount Palmerston, — {Received July 25.) 

My Lord, Victoria^ Hong Kong^ May 0, 1848. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for your Lordship's information, translation 
of a memorial from Le-sing-yuen, Viceroy of the two Kcang Provinces, and Yii, 
Tartar General of the Province of Kcang-nan, to the Emperor, reporting the late 
visit of Her Majesty's sloop " Espiegle *^ to Nanking, 
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Your Lordship \Yill obso^ve that tlic outrage which caused the vi.sil of Her 
Majesty's sloop to Nanking is described as a quarrel or fight, and tliat the 
Missionaries' visit to Tsing-poo is alleged to be a violation of the treaty \ 
nevertheless the Viceroy did not deem it prudent to deal ^vith the C^onsufs 
demand for redress other^Yise than as having a just and proper claim to his 
attention* 

The Viceroy complains of the demand lor redress having been made direct 
to him from the Consul at vShanghae, '*just as if there was no great minister 
(Sen) appointed to the whole control and superintendence of the luve Ports." 
Clauses IV in the American and French Treaties respectively distinctly provide 
for this contingenc3% and should comi^laint be made to me on this subject by 
the Imperial Commissioner, I shall, until I receive your Lordship*s instructions, 
simply reply that the British Consuls at the Five Forts have the same right of 
appeal to the superior officers of the Chinese Government as is conceded by 
Treaty to similar functionaries of the French and American Governments 
respectively. This power of appeal, considering the distance of Hong Ivong 
from some of the open ports, appears to me to be very important, and a salutary 
check on the local authorities. 

^ The Viceroy refers to the raising of the blockade on the grain junks, from 
which it would seem that some previous report on this subject had* been made 
to the Emperor. He also omits all mention of his having paid a visit to the 
"Espit^le.^^ 

The document, on the whole, appears to me of some importance, throAving, 
as it does, considerable light^ on the policy by \vhich the Chinese rulers are 
actuated, in their communications with foreign States. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) S. G-. BOlS'llAM. 



Inclosure in ISo. CI. 

Memorial from Le'Sing-^yuen, Ficcroy of the two Kcang Provinces, and Yu, 
Tartar General of the Province of Keanf/^nan^ rec/ardinc/ the late visit of Her 
Majesty^s sloop ^^Espiecjle '* to Nanking, 

(Translation.) 

A MEMORIAL reporting the visit of the barbarian chiefs to the provincial 
city, to make an accusation and complaint, but wlio ncitlier demanded nor 
jjiesumed to do anything beyond this ; as also the appointment of tixc Treasurer 
and an Intcndant of Circuit to proceed with all despatch to examine further 
into the matter ; all the particulars of which are now drawn up in due form of 
memoria], and sent by express to iJis Majesty, with an uplifted prayer tliat the 
sacred glance may fall thereon. 

It was reported to your Ministers by Hccn, Intcndant of Circuit for the 
departments ot Soo*cliow»foo, Sung-keang-foo, and Tac-fsang-chow, that on 
the 4th (lay of the second month (iM'arch 8) tlu'eo English barbariaiis, Mcdhurst 
and others, having gone in defiance of Treaty regulations to the district city of 
Tsihg-foo to distribute books, they there had a quarrel and light with the liead- 
men and Bailors in cliargc of tlio few remaining grain junks, from whom they 
received some trifling wounds ; that the Magistrate of the said district had 
seijBcd two of the oftcuders, wliom he had put in the canguc and Hogged, and 
had also forwarded Medhurst and the others back to Shan^-liac; but that in 
eonseauence of many of the criminals not having been seized, Alcock, the 
Consul of that port, had appointed a barbarian chief to proceed in a small 
Urbarittu vessel by way of the great river (Yang-tsJ^e-lccang) to the Yamun 
(or official court or residence) of your Minister Le ((he 'Viceroy) to make 
accusation and complaint, &c. 

On learning tlic above particulars, your Ministers hnmodiatdy appointed 
E4eang-yaou, tlie ofticiating Judge of the Province of Jvcang-soo, and Woo- 
keen-chang, an unattached Intcndant of Circuit, to proceed with all liastc to 
3hanghae to severally examine and arrange these aifairs. And we also sent 
flying instructions to all the military commanders and District Magistrates 
Wong the river, enjoining them to keep up the strictest guard, and to make 
known to the inhabitants by distinct proclamation, that there was no cause for 
surprise or alarm, And we furtlicr appohUcd Chin-peh-ling, the Colonel com- 
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nianding the right Aving at the entvance of the Grand Canal, and Chang- 
pan-lnng, acting as niajoi- in command of the regiment at Kaou-tsze (near 
Nanking), hoth of whom, from past experience, are ^vell versed in the harhariau 
affairs, tq proceed with Chin-heen, the Prefect of Clun-keang-foo, down t)ie 
river to meet them (the English), and nlutnally to devise plans for ohstrueting 
or stopping their further progress. 

They found on examination that the vessel was a small one with two 
masts, and that she Avas follo\ved hy no other ships. On hoard of her they met 
Parkes, an interpreter, of the said nation, Avho understood the Chinese language^ 
and from the inquiries tliey put to hini they learned that it was in consequence 
of Medhxirst and the others liaving been assaulted, and the Intendant of Oircipt 
for the departments of Soo-cliow-foo, Sung-keang-too, and Tae.tsang-cliow 
having delayed to arrange the matter according to regulations, that they— 
just as if there was no great Minister (Keying) appointed to the whole control 
and superintendence of the Five i*orts-^were proceeding dkect to lay a com- 
plaint hefore the high authorities at the provincial city ; that they had started 
from Shanghae on the 16th day of the second month (20tli March), having first 
closed the gun ports, and placed the guns laterally along; that the Vice-Consul 
Robertson was on board, and that all the crew numbered altogether upwards of 
fifty men ; also that nobody had l)een allowed to land all the way along, or to 
have any commimicatiou Avhatever with the peoi)le. 

Ohin-pehJing and the others then acquainted them that the high 
authorities at the provincial city had already deputed the Judge and an 
Intendant of Circuit, to go down to examine into and arrange the matter, and 
t^ seize many of the offenders, who should be sent in custody to Shanghae ; 
that by that time the affair must be already adjusted and concluded, and as to 
any document they might have to present, the Colonel and others >YOuld forward 
that for them, whilst they themselves, as the Colonel directed them, should 
immediately return. But Parkes stated that they had been deputed by Alcoclc 
to have a personal interview with the Ticeroy, and that he would certainly 
blame them if they failed in gaining one. 

Moreover, in consideration of the peace that has now so long existed on 
bpth sidps, a|id alsp that this >y{^s but a solitary vessel that had conic to state a 
grievance, the officers and soldiers in garrison at the various forts were all of 
them unwilling to attack her with their thundering cannon. Thus, therefore, 
she came steadily on, both parties awaiting for the proper time to arrive, and 
indeed, from first to last, they (the English) were exceedingly respectful. 

In consequence of the ship having repeatedly got 6n shore, and been 
otherwise delayed on tlie way, they did not arrive in the neighbourhood of 
jfanking before the 20th day (30th March), when they anchored in the river off 
the Pat-szc Creek, beyond which they did not further advance. 

On the 37th day (31st March), your Minister^ Le, called them to an 
interview when they handed me a statement, the purport of which I found to 
agree with the report made by Chin-peh-ling and the others. On my personally 
inquiring of the said interpreter Parkes concerniiig the matter, he only 
requestied that the Treasurer might also he appointed besides the Judge, to 
proceed to Shangliae, where, conjointly with that officer, he miglit examine and 
arrange matters, but begged for nothing else. Tour Minister Le had hopi)ened 
to have just received private advices from your Minister Luh (Fjicutenant- 
Govemor at Soo-cliow), infonping ihe that the officiating Judge E-leang-yaoii, 
immediately after bin arrival at Shanghae, had apprehended the sailors who had 
criBAted the disturbance^ and had at once exanuncd and punished them ; that 
the said Consul Alcock had nothing Inrther to object to^ and that all obstruction 
to the departure of the rice junks engaged to transport the grain by sea had 
Wn removed, Therefore, luldressing myself to l^arkos and the others, I 
informed them of these imrticulars, and cnjohied them upon their attention in 
the strongest possible manner. But Barkes and the others, although they 
expressed themselves obliged for what had been done, and coinmended the 
i|)ieasureS; still persisted in urging that Alcock had not vet acquainted them 
with anythi^ig of the kind. They further stated that the appointment of a 
delegate of higher rank than an Intendant of Circuit, was one of the primary 
p^jeets of their visit, and was in fact a most necessary step, to secure which 
they di4 pot mind the troubles of the journey. 

Being of opinion from what I learned, that Heen4ing the Intendant 
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of Circuit for the departments of Soo-diow-foo, Smig-keaiig-foo, and 'Pae-tsnng- 
chow, in the steps he took for managing- thi.s affair had been wanting tn 
proper fear and promptness, and tliafc it was necessary that be slioidd be 
temporarily removed from ofTice until it could bo ascertained whether it ^vas 
not in- consequence of his erroneous mode of proceeding, and tlHY)ugh failure 
in the performance of his duty, tliat had occasioned their coming so far to malce 
a statement of the case, T therefore appointed Poo-shing-lieun, the Treasurer 
of Ifankin, to go and make further inquiry into the matter, and learn the true 
particulars : and hearing that Chin-che-koe, an unattached Tntendant of the 
Province of OhihJe, was then oh leave at his native district (5?anking), and Avho, 
from having formerly held the oflice of Tntendant of Circuit Ibr^thc depart- 
ments of King*po-foo, Shaou-hing-foo, and Tae-chow-foo, in the Province of 
Ciie-keang, understood well the disposition of the barbarians. [ also appointed 
him to go down, in order tliat, conjointly with the Judge E-leang-yaou, they 
might so thoroughly examine everything and arrange matters so' firmly, as 
would tend to the preservation of mutual ([uict. At the same time X gave them 
(the English) a reply, and bestowed upon them some provihions, at which the 
said chiefs were all rejoiced and satisfied, and Chin-pelvling and others were 
again deputed to immediately escort them out of the port, 

'J^e particulars of how they left the river and went out again to sea, together 
with the appointment of "Woo-keen-chung (Sam -qua), temporarily to olhciate as 
Intehdant of Circuit for the Departments of Soo-chow-foo, Sunlc-keang-foo, and 
Tae-tsang-chow, shall be duly reported in another memorial ; but in the mean- 
time we beg respectfully to inclose for His Majesty s perusal, copies of Alcock's 
statement, and the declaration of your ^^tinisler Lc iu reply thereto. And 
being exceedingly apprehensive that the appearance oC the barbarian chiefs at 
the , provincial city to make accusation and complaint, may liave caused 
anxiety in the sacred breast, your Minister Le, conjointly witli your Alinister 
Yu,the Tartar General of I?anking, beg now to send by iswih express this 
memorial, in which will be found all tlie particulars of how they liave arranged 
the matter, upon which they humbly pray the sacred glance of the .Emperor 
may fall, and that His Majesty's instruciionst liereon may be made luiown to 
theiii. 

A respectful memorial. 

True translation, 
(Signed) Hakry S, Pakkes* 

Note. — In tlie copy of the memorial furnished me, tlio date lias been 
omitted, but it must have been written on the 2nd or 3rd of Aprih 

(Signed) H, S, l\ 



No. 62. 
Mr* Bonliam to Fi^count Pahnersfon. — {llecemd JuUj 25.) 

(Kxtract) ViGlorut^ Hong Kong, May 11, ISiS. 

IN reference to the late proceedings at Shanghi)c, which led to the 
discussion between the local authorities and the Consul, I have the honour to 
inclose for your Lordship's information^ translation of a conmumication wliicli 
I liave recently received from Beu, Die Imperial High Commissioner, with a 
copy of the reply >vhich I have this day addressed to his Excellency, 

Tour Lordship will observe that I liave left the questions mooted by tlie 
Commissioner as open ones, insisting only, as ^^as really the case, that the whole 
subject matter which induced Mr. Consul Alcock to address the Governor- 



General at Nanking, and take other measures tu ensure eftectual redress, arose 
from the gross negligence and intention of tlie Taoutae, and otlier interior 

officers of the Chinese Grovcrnment. 

2 A 2 
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I would lieve also beg to romark,, that I ctvnnot but eousulcr tlio 
Missionaries* visit to 'l\sinp;-poo as ho\n^ beyond the reasonable limits to which 
it wa? intended by the British and Chinese authorities to restrict ti\em, Britisli 
subjects resident at Shanghae, have now a right to ramble about all day, but 
must sleep in their houses at nights, Shanghac is thirty miles distant from 
Tsing-poo, or thereabouts, and it would be idle, tlieretbre, for the Missionaries 
to advance that> had they been unmolested, they could have acted in conformity 
with the existing regulations. 



Inclosure 1 in No, G2* 
Comriiissioner Seu to Mi\ Bonham. 



(Translation.) 

SETT, High Imperial Gommissioner, &c.^ sends the following communication. 

I just received an official letter from Le, the Governor-General of 
Keang-nan and Kcang-se, in which he states^ that Medhurst and other 
Englishmen were wounded in an affray with some sailors m Tsing-poo district, 
Robertson, a British officer, with several others, proceeded in consequence, to 
Nanking to represent the case, which has now been duly settled. 

It was at first agreed upon that foreigners at Shanghae, who proceeded on 
an excursion in the morning should be back in the evening, and not be allowed 
to pass the night abroad. Now, however, the various foreigners set about and 
proceed in their rambles to the nearert districts. Computing the distance of 
the road, it will be found that they cannot return within the space of one day. 
Medhurst and the others in this instance, ^Yent in direct defiance of the existing 
Treaty to Tsing-poo, a distant place. 

Though it is one of the i)rovisions of the Treaty, that the Consuls of the 
various ports have the right of addressing themselves, in case of any injustice, 
to the high authorities of the provincial city, still Robertson and others, on 
ascending a considerable distance the Yang-tze river to the metropolis, to 
make known the complaint, frightened the people and gave rise to rumours. 
One might also apprehend that they would meet on their voyage with some 
mishap, and this would be still wrrse. 

I thought it therefore my duty to ask the Honourable Great Minister to 
request the envoys of the various nations to send a circular to the Consuls at 
the emporiums, with the intimation, that in future all foreigners at Shanghae 
ought, wlien going on an excursion in the morning, to return in the evening ; 
and not be allowed to pass the night abroad, and make this a standing rule. 
For if this is not done, the local authorities will be unable to direct their 
attention to every spot, and our native subjects are very numerous, and the bad 
are mixed up with the good. Should thus any trouble arise, our good under- 
standing would be disturbed. 

If the Consuls and others have to represent any matter to the lugh autho- 
rities at the provincial city, they may prejMirea statement, and hand this sealed 
to the local Mandarins for transmission, and wait for the decision. They ought 
on no account to proceed to the metropolis to deliver it in perspn, and thus 
occasion alarm, hni give rise to sundry reports, and expose themselves to 
unforeseen calamities, (Here ends the despatch from Lc, the Governor- 
General) 

On examining the above, I find that these suggestions are well calculated 
to ensure for ever mutual tranquillity, peace, and friendship, I the reforesubmit 
the same to the Honourable Envoy, with the request, that you may order the 
Shanghae and other Oonsuls to carry this accordingly into effect, 

Wishing you much happiness, &c, 

'J'aoukwang, 28th year, 4th month, 2nd day. (May 4, 1848,) 
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Inelosuro 2 in No. 02. 

M}\ Bonham to Commissionor Sett. 

Victoria^ Hong Kony^ Mmj 11, 1J^4S. 
I HAYE received your Excellency\s official letter ot* the 4th Slaj, inrorming; 
ihe that you had received from Le, Governor-(J eiicral of Iveang-nan and ICeang-ze, 
a communication, in Avhich he stales tliat Medhuvst and others were wounded 
in an affray with some sailors at Tsing-i^oo, and that in consequence, 
Robertson, a Britisli officer, ^YitU several othorrf, proceeded to 2s^\nking to 
represent the case, which has been now duly settled. This letter further 
suggests that Medhurst and others l)eing at ^.rsing-poo, were beyond the 
distance allowed by Treaty for foreigners to ramble from Shangliae, and also, 
that if Consuls have occasion to represent any matters to tlie higher authorities 
at the provincial city, it should be made by a sealed statement to be handed to 
a Mandarin for transmission, and that the Consuls ought not to proceed in 
person to deliver it, In these suggestions I understand your Excellency to 
concur. 

In reply, I must renaind your Excellency that what is termed by tlic 
Governor-Greneral an affray, was nothing of (he kind, it was a violent and 
murderous attack upon three ministers of religion, one an aged man, whicli 
was wholly unprovoked by them. It was an attack made for the purpose 
of robbery, as is clear by tlie culprits having, after throwhig the Missionaries 
down to the ground, alisolutely robbed them of their watches, spectacles, 
caps, and clothes, a stick with a silver head, and whatever else they could find, 
for which oftence by the laws of China, I believe, these culprits to be liable to 
be put to death, and I am surprised that a public officer of the Govcrnor- 
GeneraVs high rank and position should have misrepresented the transaction to 
your Excellency, as he must be fully aware of the facts of the case, and 
the robbery that accompanied the murderous assault. This question, ho^yevelV 
as well as the final disposal of the culprits, is now under the consideration of 
the Governor-Greneral, and I trust that I shall hereafter be able to report to 
my Government that the same punishment has been inflicted on tlie culprits as 
if the injured people had been Chinese. 

I shall address the Consul on the subject of the Missionaries being at 
Tsing-poo, but I believe it has always been custorsiar;^ for them to proceed 
there, and that their right to do so has heretofore been un(iuestioned ; if I 
find they have no right to go to Tsing-poo, they will be restrained. 

Under ordinary circumstances, I am quite satisfied that the Consul would not 
have sent his deputy to convey his letter of complaint to the Governor-General, 
and indeed, had the Taoulac Heeu only done his duty and seized on the culprits, 
and had them properly punished, there would have been no necessity for liis making 
any complaintat all; if, therefore, Mr. llobertson's appearance at J^anking can be 
considered irregular, the Taoutac, and the other Chinese oflicers, from tlioir 




that, as the letter of remonstrance, sent by the Consul to the Governor-General, 
contained a complaint against the Taoutae for neglect of dufy, it was by 
no means improbable that the letter would never have reached the Governor- 
General. ^ ^ , 

I can assure your Excellency I will do all in my power to restrain my 
countrymen witliin duo bounds, Init tliat in cases like the present, when old and 
harmless men have been nearly murdered by robbers, and no redress has been 
afforded by'tlic local authorities, I cannot direct the Consul to retram 
from pursuing the only course by which it seemed possible for Inm to obtam it; 
in fact, had he not taken the steps ho luis done, the grain junks to which the rufhans 
belonged, would have sailed away, and these guilty men have been unpunished. 

Your Excellency bears a character of firmness, and at our late mten'iew at 
Hoo-mun-chae, yourself told me that equul justice should be administered to the 
central and outside people. If your Excellency will only insist on your subordi- 
nate officers acting on this just principle no misundcrstamlmg ought to take 
place; but In this instance there can be no doubt that Ihe laouiae llcen, the 
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Magistrate of Tsing-poo, and the officers in clmvg^e of the junks, have been 
grossly deficient in tlie discharge of the duties entrusted to them, and that 
unless some stringent orders he issued by your Excellency to your subordinate 
officers to enforce the stipulated rights guaranteed by your Emperor, serious 
and painful results must inevitably ensue. 

I have been instructed to do all in my power to maintain the peace happily 
existing between our nations, but my Government ayUI not uphold me in doing 
so at the sacrifice of its honour and dignity ; but of this your Excellency will 
be aware, and it is therefore unnecessary to add more than that I am actufited 
by the best feelings to your Exceliehcy^ and I trust you will reciprocate these 
feelings by insisting on yoiir subordinate officers faithfuliy Ad^Uing their 
duties. It is to their neglect that tlxis occurrence at Shanghae may be attri- 
buted, as well as others of a mord painful nature^ to which at present I am 
indisposed to particularly refer. 

(Signed) S. a. BOSHAM. 



No. 63. 

Mr. Bonham to Viscoimt Pahierston, — [Received Auyust 2i.) 

My Lord, Victoria, Hong Kong, June 10^ 1848. 

ITS continuation of my despatch of the 12th April, I have now the 
satisfaction to forward a copy of communicatioii from IMr. Alcock, of the 20tli 
ultimo, with its inclosures, reporting the punishment of the ten criminals who 
committed the assault oh Mr. Medhurstaiid two other Missionaries at Tsing-poo. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) S. a BOKHAM. 



Inclosure 1 in K*o. 63. 

Consul Alcor.k io Mr. Bonham, 

Sir, Shanghaci May 20> 1848. 

I HAVE the hdnout to inclose, lii original and translatiohj, cotiy of an 
official communication froiil Woo, officiating Liieridant here^ making known the 
setiteKCe |)ASsed upon the ten prisoners, sent to Soo-chow for trial for the 
Tsihg.pbo bij.trage. 

The adthissidii of a robbery, as Avell as assault, is distinctly made, and it 
was for this I conietided in vaiii with the Nea-tae while he was here. Tlie 
degriee of i)unishment awdrded I considei- of minor importance, aiid wh^thisi* the 
sentences be strictly in accordance 1\ itli thfe evidence adduced and witli their 
laws or not, is a question which I coilceive it would be bad policy to raises, and 
c jiild be followed by no gobd result, 

I have therefore siiriply acknowledged the receipt of the communication, 
and expressed saiisfactiori at the terminiltiori of the trials. 

I have, &Ci 
(Signed) llUTHEBtFORE) ALCOCK. 



Inclosure 2 in ISTo, 63, 
The Officiating TaoiUae to Consul Alcock. 

(Translation,) 

WOOj holding by Imperial authority the rank of Salt Gommi^siorier, and 
offl<5iating ins Superintendent of Maritiiile Curtoms for the Province bf 
Keang-iian, aiid Intendant of Oircuiti &c., makies this communication. 

On the l6th diljr of the 4th month of the present year (l8th May), I 
received a coihniUtiibatibn from the Provincial Judge to the following effect;— 



In the case of the Englishmen wlio were ass-aulted and mlibed al Tsing-poo 
by WangMning-foo and others, i, the odieiatinu; omliii\ liave now luul tlie 
criminals brou^'ht before me and put them to a rii^^>rouft trial. Wang-mini^-foo 
has confeiised in his evidence that becan.se the En«>'li^hnien did \u)l give him any 
of the books that they were distributing, ho Avith J!l-^\anneen a.s>5auiied and beat 
them, and afterwards robbed them ol* various articles. [\lo allirmed} this to bo 
the real truth, and on being confronted Avith E-wanneen, their e\ idence was 
found to agree. "W^ang-ming-foo has, therefore, according to the law for 
^^'assanlt with robbery of property/' been sentenced to receive one hundred 
blows and be banislied perpetually to a distance of tliree thou^and le. E-wanneen 
lias l^een sentenced to a lighter punishment of one degree, and will receive one 
iumdrcd bloAvs and be transported for three years. \\ ilh regard to the eight 
remaining men, Lew-yuh-fa, Sung fang, and other.^, it appeaivTiVom the evidence 
that they ^vere only on the spot assisting the others, and will therefore be 
flogged as the law provides. 

Besides reporting these particulars for the information and consideration 
of the Viceroy and Lieutenant-Grovcrnor, in order that they may memorialize 
His Majesty on the subject, I, the Judge, have also to make }ou (^the Intendant) 
acquainted Avith the same throngh the medium of this connnunication. 

I, the Intendant, having received the above, consider it my duty to address 
you, the Honourable Consul, on the subject, and I therefore now make you this 
comnnuiication, and request that you will be pleased to examine into the 
jsame* 

Taoukwang 28th year. 4lh month, 17th day. (May 19, 1S4S.) 



Inclosure 3 in Fo. 63. 
Consul Alcocic to the 0//iciating Taontae. 

ALCOCK, Consul, &c., makes this counnunicaiion. 

I have received your Excellency's official communication, informing me of 
the triai and conviction of the grain junk men, in the ease of the EngTishmen 
who were assaulted .and robbed by the prisoners at Tsing-poo, together with the 
sentences i)assed. 

Hiivirig felt it my duty to call lor the strict execution of tlie Treaty l)y the 
trial and punishment according to law of the ringleadei's in this outrage, I am 
glad to lojirn that the officiating Provincial Judge has dulj administered justice 
by a rigorous trial of the offenders, and reported the proceedings to the 'Viceroy 
and Lieutenant-Go vernoi, that they may memorialize Ilin Imperial Slajesty, 
which I shall not fail to communicate to Her Majesty's Plenipotentiary for the 
satisfaction of Her Majesty^s Government. 

A necessary communication. 

May 20, 1848. 



No, 04. 
Mr. Bonham to Viscount PalmGrsion.~{Recemd October 21,) 

My Lord, Victoria, Hong Kony, July 26, 1848. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose for your Lordship's inlbrmation, copy of a 
diesptch from Mr, Consul Alcock, giving an account of a short excursion made 
by himself, the French Consul, M/do Montigny, and Commander Pitman, into 
the interior from Shanghae, and reporting the javourable treatment that he met 
with from the people of tlie country generally. Mr. Alcock, liow^ever, appears 
to conceive that at the large and more populous towns, an innnunity from moles- 
tation is by no means secured. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) S, G. BONHAM. 
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ludosuvo in 3S'o. C4, 

Consul Alcoclc to Mr. Bonhanu 

(Extract.) Shamjhae, May 20; ISiB. 

I HAVE the honour lo aclniowledge the receipt of dospatclies, and for 
the iiattering terms in which your Excellency lias been pleased to express 
approval of my eftbrts to obtain redress from the local authorities, I am nio:st 
grateful. Of the general inadmissibility of a departure from instructions, or 
an assumption of powers not contemplated in them, I need not repeat my 
conviction, and consequent entire concurrence in the views communicated for 
my guidance in these despatches. It shall be my earnest endeavour to avoid 
all causes of difficulty or collision with the local autliorities, so far as it may be 
possible to do so, without compromise to our interests. 

I may state in connection with this subject, that I recently made an 
excursion in the interior to some hills, distant about twenty-two miles, in 
company with M. do Montigny, the French Consul, Captain Pitman, the 
Interpreter, and Mr. Harvey. I had never left Shanghae before, and was 
induced to do so now that I might judge for myself of the temper and 
demeanour of the people, as it is chiefly to these hills, which are within the 
twenty-four hours* limits, that all parties seeking recreation direct their stei)S. 

In the country and the villages I saw no indication of a disposition to give 
offence ; on the contrary, they were ready to offer civility, afford information, 
show their work or sell their goods, as might be desired. At Sze-king alone, a 
small town extending about a mile along the banks of the canal where there is 
a larger population, a crowd pressed upon the heels of the party which had 
landed, and were otherwise disposed to be troublesome and offensive, shouting 
opprobrious epithets* 

It was at this place that the two gentlemen to whom I referred in despatch 
of 22nd January, were pelted out of their boats and pursued ; and here I found 
evidence of the habitual bad faith of Heen, the late Taoutae, who, contrary to 
his express assurances, that he had caused a Proclamation which I disapproved 
of to be exchanged for another, had left the unobjection.ablc one undisturbed. 

I returned on the morning of the third day, having made arrangements 
with the Taoutae's full consent, to prolong my absence beyond the usual period. 
I am disposed to think, from what I observed, that we hold our immunity from 
molestation in the larger towns on somewhat insecure tenure. I am bound, on 
the other side, to state that Mr. Medhurst has casually mentioned to me his 
impression of an improved bearing in the people of the surrounding country 
since the last affair* 

For my own part, I believe the Chinese people have no feeling of rcsi)cct 
for our nationality, nor can it well be otherwise while foreigners, as the best 
information leads me to infer, are invariably spoken of by tlie rulers of the 
land in terms of opprobrium and contempt ; and in all public documents, not 
immediately addressed to us, we arc placarded by every autliority, from the 
Emperor to his meanest servants, as ^^ Barbarians," contrary to their own more 
anciSljfe usage. Our acquiescence in restrictions, confining us to certain narrow 
limits, ns a race of barbarians who may not be securely trusted with the liberty 
of free and responsible moral agents, of course further tends to affix upon all 
foreigners a istamp of inferiority to those who can impose such conditions, I 
car not think it matter of surprise that under such circumstances the Chinese 
population sliould have little scrui)le in offering insult or annoyance, and have as 
little hope that this will be amended until political changes shall remove us 
from this derogatory and humiliating position. The conviction from time to 
time of isolated offenders can indeed do little, even as a palliative, and the true 
source of all the danger and mischief with which our relations are incessantly 
menaced remains wholly untouched by any such measures. I cannot hope my 
convictions on this subject will have much weight, but it appears to me a duty 
to submit them as the result of personal observation, derived from a residence 
of some duration at different ports. 
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No. C5. 
Mr. Bonham to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received October 27.) 

My Lord, Victoria, Hong Kong, My 31, 1848. 

I HAA'^E the honour to inclose, for your Lorclsliip's information, copy of a 
letter to my address from Mr. Consul Alcock, giving cover to translation of a 
letter he had received from Keying, and of liis reply thereto, on tlie subject of 
the Tsing-poo affiiir. 

I have intimated to Mr. Alcock my approval of his reply to Keying. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) S. G-. BONHAM. 



>^7^ 



Inclosure 1 in So, Ga. 
Consul Alcock to Mr. Bonhanu 



Sir, Shcmghae^ Juno 0, 1848. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copies (original and translation) of a 
declaration received from his Excellency Keying, and my staten;ent addressed 
to the Imperial Commissioner in reply. 

That Keying should regard witli displeasure and distaste the course adopted 
to obtain redress was to be anticipated, but it appears to me his Excellency l)as 
taken a step not less unusual and without precedent, in addressing his comments 
to me personally, instead of communicating with Her Majesty's Plenipotentiary, 

I did not think it expedient to enter into any discussion as to the mooted 
question of limits, in reference to the excursion to Tsing-poo, but thought 1 
might be permitted, by referring to Article TV of tlic American Treaty, to 
show the inaccuracy of his Excellency's inference, that Her Majesty's Consul 
was not authorized by Treaty in conveying his complaint of unredressed 
grievance to Nanking. 

His Excellency " 
Oha-hing Declaration, 

form of communication by « , - 

avoided by the Viceroy at Foo-chow, as by the same high authority at iNankniff, 
in their ofilcial letters to me, I felt bound to inform his Excellency that I could 
only receive and act upon instructions from the Re])rosenfativc of my own 
Sovereign, lest it sliould be assumed by the Oinncse high officers, when address- 
ing Her Majesty's Consuls, that under the mandatory form of a Chinese Cha- 
hing they might revert to the old style of prohibition and command, with a 
concluding admonition to ^^ disobey not." 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) KUTHEUFOKB ALCOCK. 




Inclosure 2 in Ifo, 65. 

Comniissioner Kcyimj to Coiwd Alcock, 

(Translation.) 

c KB Imperial High Commissioner, a Guardian of the Crown Prince, an 
Assistant Minister of State. Governor-General of the Two Keang Provmcos, 
and of the Imperial House, makes the following declaration :— , , , , 

I the Great Minister, liave received His Majesty's orders to attend at 
Pekin and on passing through Kang-nan on my way thither, I learned that 
Vice-consul Robertson and others of your honourable nation, had come m a 
ship, and made accusation and complaint at the oflicial residence ot the 
Governor-General of the two Keang Provinces, which proceeding has caused me 
me. the Great Minister, much amazement and surprise. 1; or m the In'ench 
oommercial regulations it is provided that in the event ot afiairs being unsatis- 
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factory or disturbed, the said Consuls and others may straightly make 
complaint to the Great Minister superintending tl»e Five Ports, and in case of 
there being no superintendent of the Five Ports, they may complain to the high 
provincial iiuthorities, who will inquire into and manage their affairs for them. 
The Great Minister superintending the Five Ports here referred to is the igh 
Imperial Commissioner who resides at Canton. 

I, the Great Minister, having now been ordered by His Majesty to repair 
to Peking^ the office of High Imperial Commissioner has, by the command of 
the Great Emperor, been delivered over into the charge of Seu, officiating 
Governor-General of the two Keang Provinces, as is on record. It may 
be that the said Consul (Mr, Alcoek) has not yet heard of this, and 
that it was the want of this information that caused him to convey liis 
complaint to the provincial city. For the future, in all cases of this nature, 
complaints must be made in obedience to Treaty to the High Imperial 
Commissioner, and must await his management. But should the Great Emperor 
hereafter see tit no longer to appoint a High Imperial Commissioner to super- 
intend the Five Ports, then may appeal of course be made to the various high 
provincial authorities in accordance with the terms of treaty. If it be said that 
at Shanghae there is no High Imperial Commissioner, on the other hand, at 
Hong Kong alone does his Excellency the Envoy of your honourable nation 
reside, and similar appointments cannot severally be made at each of the ports. 
This principle, therefore, is very clearly established. 

With regard to the places to which British subjects at Shanghae may make 
excursions, it was formerly determined by the Envoy Davis, in conjunction with 
Kung, Intendant of Circuit for the departments of Soo-chow.foo, Sung- 
kcang-foo, and Tae-tseang-chow, that they might be allowed to purchase or 
hire for this purpose boats, horses, or sedans, and that they might go about 
either by water or land, but that they could not be permitted to pass the 
night out. Consul Balfour's official reply to the Intendant of Circuit for 
Soo-chow-foo^ Sung-keang-foo, and Tae-tseang-chow, is at present preserved 
on record. Now I, the Great Minister, find on inquiry that Tsing-poo is 
ninety le distant from Shanghae. To go there and return would therefore be 
180 le, but no matter whether this codd be performed in a day or not, as our 
two nations are to cement the perpetual peace and friendship existing between 
us, the merchants and subjects of your honourable nation must not on any 
account make distant excursions, in order that disturbances and trouble may 
be avoided. 

As regards the people of the various localities, I, the Great Minister, have 
already communicated with the Governor.General of the two Keang Provinces 
and the Lieutenant-Governor of Keangsoo on the subject, and desired them to 
give strict orders to the various Prefects of departments, and Magistrates of 
districts, to use their utmost endeavours to keep them under restraint, in order 
that any trivial occurrences may not be allowed to injure the peace. 

To sum up the whole, if the authorities and subjecst of our two nations do 
firmly adhere to Treaty engagements, the blessing of the Supreme Ruler without a 
doubt will assuredly aid us in our endeavours. I, the Great Minister, know and 
feel that Consul Alcoek, Vice-Consul Robertson, and Interpreter Parkes, have 
hitherto borne the reputation of being clear-sighted able men, and I therefore 
now make this special and distinct declaration for their information, which I 
think will afford them cause for rejoicing. I, the Great Minister, have already 
left for Peking. 

A necessary declaration, 

Taoukwang, 28th year, 4th month, 12th day. (Uth May, 1848.) 

Sealied with the seal of the Governor^Geneml of , the two Keang Provinces^ 
lent for the occaaion. 
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Inclosure 3 in 'So. 05. 
Consul AlcQck to Commissmier Keying^ 

ALCOCK, Her Britannic Majesty's Consul at Shanglme, makes this 
statement* 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of the Higli Imperial Commissioner's 
Declaration, dated 14th May, 1848, referring in terms of disapprobation to the 
mission of Mr. Vice-Consul Robertson to Nanking* Your Excellency states 
that this measure was taken contrary to Treaty, and directs me in future, in all 
cases of this nature, to make my comphiints of tlie local authorities to the 
High Imperial Commissioner, and await his management. 

Reference to the American Treaty, Article IV, will, I conceive, distinctly 
show that Her Majesty's Consul at Shanghae, having the same privileges tis tlie 
American Consuls, enjoys by Treaty the undoubted right, if he see fit:, to make 
representation of any local grievance to the ^^ superior officers of the Cliinese 
Government," without limitation as to the Superintendent of the Wivo Ports. 

As to the measures it may be necessary to adopt at any time when the 
security and interest of my countrymen at this part are at stake, your 
Excellency must be aware that it is not competent for me, as Ef\v Majesty's 
Consul, to receive or act upon any directions not emanating from the 
representative of my own Sovereign, to whose authority I owe exclusive 
obedience. 

The whole of my proceedings in the late affair of assault and rohbery at 
Tsing-poo, having been duly reported to Her Majesty's Plenipotentiary in 
China, for the information of Her Majesty's Government, and his ExccUency^s 
instruction, it only remains for me in like manner to forward without delay 
the declaration now received from the Imperial High Commissioner, for the 
said Envoy's consideration^ which I trust will also bo satisfactory to your 
Excellency. 

A necessary statement. 
May 30, 1848- 



No. 66, 
Mr. Bmham to Vhcount Palmerston.— (Received October 27.) 

My Lord, Victoria^ Hong Kong^ July 31, 1848. 

WITH reference to that portion of my despatch of the 12th Ai)ril,^ 
wherein I informed your Lordship of Mr. Consul Alcock's intention of 
liquidating certain claims, alleged to he due to l^ritish subjects, from the 
proceeds of the ships* duties kept back during the fifteen days' embargo on the 
grain junks and duties in his port, in consequence of the Tsmg-poo affair, 1 
have the honour to inclose copy of a despatch from tliat officer, reportmg that, 
previously to the receipt of my instructions on the subject, payment had been 
rtiade to the creditors in question, and setting forth the reasons which mduccd 
him to adopt the course he has seen fit to do on the occasion, Ihc Consul at 
the same time reports that he has received from the Clnnese authorities the 
value of the property stolen from the Missionaries at Tsmg-poo, and paid the 
amount, 200 dollars, over to the injured individuals. 

I have informed Mr. Consul Alcock that I shall forward copy of his 
despatch for your Lordship's information. 

(Signed) ' S* G. BOlfHAM. 
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Ihclosure in No. 66, 
Consul Alcock to Mr, Bonham* 

Sir, Sharighae, June 26, 1848. 

THE Chinese authorities having reported their inability to recover the 
property of which the Missionary gentleirien were robbed at Tsing-Poo, and 
tendered the estimated value of the articles amounting to 200 dollars, that sum 
has been received, and paid over to the injured parties. 

In connection with this affair and your Excellency*s despatch of the 
I2th April, disapproving of a liquidation of the claims of British subjects 
upon the estate of Foqua, out of the proceeds of Custom-house duties, payment 
had unfortunately been made to the creditors when the despatch in question 
was received. 

The inclosed official communication, addressed to the acting Taoutae and 
announcing the payment, was delayed for some time in the hope of inducing 
that functionary or his predecessor to enter into some amicable and equitable 
arrangement, the individual responsibility of the latter for the safe custody of 
the bales of longcloth being undeniable. Upon this ground, chiefly, I sought 
to enforce a demand for settlement before the Taoutae's accounts were closed. 

Having more than once made these claims a subject of reference to Her 
Majesty's Plenipotentiary and the Attorney-General, and each time received in 
reply opinions veridering it incumbent upon me to prosecute them to a final 
settlement ; having, moreover, failed in my best efforts, extending over a period 
of iilany months, to make the slightest impression upon his Excellency Hcen, 
rendered doubly impracticable, no doubt, by the consciousness that the goods 
upon which the liquidation depended had been disposed of while in his custody, 
it did appear to me desirable to profit by the opportunity made by his bad faith 
in another affair, to close this vexed question, arid terminate at once the useless 
and irritating discussion bequeathed to me by my predecessor in office. The 
hopelessness, moreover, of effecting this by any other means than the stoppage 
of duties in transitu, to the value of the goods, had, 1 conceive, been made 
sufficiently manifest to estabhsh the expediency and justice of the measure. 

The view taken by your Excellency w^ould probably have suggested itself to 
me, had I not looked upon the late Taoutae as personally responsible for the 
goods made away with during his administration, and held it, moreover, quite 
certain, that not the Chinese revenue, but Heen, the Superintendent of the 
Customs, the officer responsible for the collection of the duties, would be the 
only party affected by this compulsory liquidation. Justice seemed, under 
these circumstances, to require that he should not be allowed to escape from 
pecuniary responsibilities, entailing loss and injury upon British subjects, which 
could no longer be transferred to successors, since the goods which came mxh 
it to us from our predecessors' had disappeared by his mismanagement or 
consent. 

The political question connected with the stoppage of duties I considered 
finally settled when the prisoners were produced, and the embargo on the grain 
junks and the duties ceased as the immediate result. The paying up the 
arrears of duties accruing during the stoppage I regarded as a mere matter of 
detail (the right of the Chinese authorities to payment having once been 
admitted) upon questions which might arise with the executive officers as to the 
amount to be paifl, as in the payment of duties upon any other occasion, but 
involving in no way the previous question. 

I can only express my sincere regret, if the steps taken under this view 
shall finally appear to your Excellency to have mixed up, m a manner highly 
inexpedient, an important political question with one of a commercial and 
insignificant character. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) RUTHERFORD ALCOCK. 
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STo. 67. 

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Bonham. 

(No. 69.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 7, 1848. 

I Save received and laid before the Queen jour despatches to the 24t]i 
of May inclusive. 

l have to acquaint you that I approve of the despatch wliich you addressed 
to Mr. Consul Alcock on the 28th of Aprils and of wliich a copy is inclosed in 
your despatch to me of the same date, in reply to his despatches of the 
10th and 12th of that month, respecting his late proceedings at Shanghae in 
the matter of the attack on the three Missionaries near that place. 

I also approve of the answer which you returned to the Chinese Com- 
missioner's representation respecting Mr. Alcoek's proceeding's, and of which 
a copy is inclosed in your despatch of the 11th of May. 

I am, &c, 
(Signed) PALMERSTOiS\ 
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2?o. 68- 
Viscotint Palmerston to Mr. Bonhanu 



Sir, Foreign Office^ September 19, 1848. 

I HAVE received your despatch of the lOtli of June, in which you 
report the punishment inflicted on the ten criminals who committed the 
:assault on Mr. Medhurst and the Missionaries at 'IVmg-poo,^ and I have to 
:acquaintyou that the punishments in this case arc quite sufficient, but that in 
sill cases of punishment awarded to Chinese, for wrongs done to British subjects, 
i5ome British officer ought to be present to witness the infliction of the 
l)unishment. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 



No. G9- 
Mr. Bonhum to Viacouni Palmerston.— {Beceiml January 20, 1849.) 

(Extract) Victoria, Hong Kon(j, November 2, 1848. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith, copy of a despatch which i have 
received from Mr. Consul Jackson, at Foo-chow-foo, reporting that Mr, Parish, 
the Assistant attached to that Consuhitc, was assailed by a mob of persons with 
insulting language, when riding in the nciglibourhood of the Consulate, a"d that 
they eventually went tiic Icngtli of hurling large stones at him, many of which 
tslruck him, though providentially without doing any serious injury. ^ 

Mn Jack von addressed a letter to the Governor-General of the Irovmces, 
in which he called his Excellency's attention to the revived spu'it o hostility 
and insult whicli has lately been observable in the bearing of the rabble towards 
himself and the officers of his establishment; and demanded the apprehension 
and severe punishment of the foremost amongst Mr. IVish's assailants. 

I have sine? received the inclosed report from the Consul, iorwardinrr 
further correspondence with the local authorities as to the measures adopted 
for the apprehension of the criminals in the present instance, and the prevention 
of such occurrences in future. From this it appears that t^vo of the rioters have 
been apprehended and sentenced to be beaten with the bamboo, and to a month s 
exposure in the cangue, in which they have been seen by the Chinese writer 
attached to the Consulate, with the nature of their ofience inscribed on their 
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▼ooden collars. The authorities further state that they will use every means to 
apprehend the four remaining offenders, implicated by the confession of those 
already under sentence. 

As to the preventive measures adopted by the authorities, I consider that 
the notice issued by the Chief Magistrate (translation of which is annexed) is 
well calculated to prevent a recurrence of such outrages, and ought to be 
attended with beneficial results ; it has been posted at the principal avenue 
leading to the place where the outrage was committed. 

In my reply to the ConsuVs despatches above referred to, I have approved 
of the measures adopted by him to secure the punishment of the offenders, hut 
although the fact of the Chinese writer having seen the delinquents in the 
present instance exposed in the cangue may be considered satisfactory, still I 
deemed it advisable to call Mr. Jackson's attention to the desirability of the 
British Consul, or some person ;>uthorized by him, being present at the 
punishment of any Chinese who may in future commit aggressions on British 
subjects. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 69. 
Consul Jackson to Mr* Bonham* 



Sir, Foo-chowy September 6, 1848. 

1 REGRET having to acquaint your Excellency that I have again been 
obliged to complain to the local authorities of the insolent bearing of the rabble 
toward myself and the officers of my establishment. 

Lately it has been much more observable than usual, though I am ignorant 
of anything having occurred to account for it. There is not an individual among 
us by whom they are treated otherwise than with kindness, or from whom they 
are not constantly obtaining relief in some way or other. Nevertheless we 
more often meet with sullen looks and insulting expressions, than any other kind 
of notice. Having myself continually, and for a length of time, been molested 
with hootings and scurrilous language in passing aplace just within the city walls, 
and finding private remonstrance unavailing, I at length called on the Magistrate 
of the District to put an end to it. Only three days afterwards Mr. Parish, 
my first assistant, complained to me that he had been grossly insulted and 
stoned by a crowd of about 150 persons, from whom he escaped with difliiculty, 
and, as I judge from his account, most providentially, without more injury than 
some heavy blows on his head and body. This happened on the evening of the 
30th ultimo on the Parade Ground, just beneath the city walls, and little more 
than half a mile from this Consulate, 

Considering this a matter for more serious notice, I sent in a report of the 
particulars to the Governor-General, The affair had already become known to 
some of the authorities, who, on sending here for information, stated that diligent 
search was being made for the oflfenders, and that on their apprehension, they 
should be rigorously punished. 

Owing to Mr. Morrison's continued indisiwsition, my letter to the Governor- 
General did not reach his Excellency till the 3rd instant; but he was 
previously made acquainted verbally through Suh Taoutae, with all that had 
happened. 

Though it now appeared from Mr, Parish's statement, that he had often 
before been similarly treated in the same place, it had never been niade known 
to me ; and although his keeping quiet so long is evidence of his forbearance, I 
cannot but regret that he did not before mention it to me on one of the many 
occasions when I have inquired of him, concerning the reception he experienced 
during his rambles about the neighbourhood; for it is to be feared that 
too much passiveness may be misconstrued by ttiosc of mean and dastardly 
natures. 

On receipt of my letter, the Governor-General sent his card with a message, 
hat on hearing of the occurrence he had lost no time in issuing orders, and that 
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hfe was still urging the suborclinateautliorities to activity in bringing tt^^ offenders 
to punishment. 

The following day his Excellency sent an Aide-de-camp to make inquiries 
after Mr. Parish's health, desiring him to mention at the same time, that the 
place being now full of low people from distant quarters, in attendance on the 
candidates for examination, he hoped all noisy places would be avoided, or that 
police from the magistracies would be sent for to accompany those going out, as 
this was the only plan he could think of for securing protection. 

Though, perhaps, well meant, I could not, of course, encourage such a 
system, which would belittle else than placing us publicly under surveillance, and 
putting constraint upon our footsteps. At the same time,'l think his Excellency's 
advice, to avoid noisy places, likely to be frequented by the class of people he 
indicates, deserving of attention, and have expressed my wishes in accordance to 
the officers of my establishment. 

I hope that my report to his Excellency may be productive of good effect. 
The authorities all appear sincere in their anxiety to restrain the mob, but their 
power to do so effectually maybe doubted. 

I hear the Te-pa-ou, a constable of the place where the assault was com- 
mitted, has twice received forty blows of the bamboo to aid him in discovering 
some of the rioters. 

The Fuh-kien people are a sullen and savage set. They have a rooted 
antipathy to foreigners, whicli is vented mostly in filthy expressions and offensive 
manners as we pass them. The authorities wish it to be believed that these 
expressions are mere expletives, with which the conmion people are accustomed 
to interlard their sentences, whether addressed to friend or stranger but 
the manner of emitting them renders this explanation hard to believe. 

I shall not cease to urge activity in this matter, and shall hope soon to 
acquaint your JSxcellency of its satisfactory termination in the apprehension 
and punishment of some of the ruffians, as an example and warning to 
others. 

In the meantime, I beg to inclose a copy of my letter to the Governor- 
General, as it contains particulars of the assault. 

I have, &c, 
(Signed) 11. B. JACKSON. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 60. 
Co7uml Jackson to Mr. Bonhcwu 

Sir, Foo^'Chow, September 23, 1848. 

MY last despatch gave your Excellency particulars of an assault on 
Mr» Parish of this Consulate, and inclosed copy of an official letter I had 
addressed in consequence to the Governor-General Sen. 

I have now the honour to forward for your Excellency's further informa- 
tion on the subject, copy and translation of communication made to me by the 
ExJntendantLuh, by command of his Excellency, in which are set forth the 
steps said to have been taken for the apprehension and punishment of some of 
the assailants. This communication I presume to have been elicited by one I 
addressed to tuh by way of reminder, and for the purpose of urging him and 
the officers placed under his direction for the occasion by the Governor-General, 
but which letter he does not allude to. 

I beg leave to inclose a copy of it, and likewise of another which I found 
it necessary to address to the same officer, in consequence of the ambiguous 
wording of the Min-heen's report to him, embodied in his letter, appearing 
to me as intended to convey doubt as to the disturbance having originated with 
the Chinese, These papers, with the one inclosed in my preceding desi)atch to 
your Excellency, comprise all the documentary correspondence had as yet on 

the subject, . . . , ^ i* x • 

On receipt of the Intendant's letter I caused mquiry to he set on toot m 
order to ascertain whether the sentences were being carried out m good faith, 
IS well as the other measures for preventing future disturbances. 

The proclamation, inclosed in copy and translation, was found to be posted 
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at the principal avenue to tlie place where the outrage was committed. Its 
terms are better adapted to the system of Chinese coercion and the under- 
standing of the common people thap such warnings usually are. 

As to tlie infliction of the bamboo, we must be content to take the assur- 
ance of the Min-heen's subordinates that it was duly administered. 

But, with regard to the punishment of the cangue^ to whicli the two men 
are said to be sentenced, after allowing time for it to be entered upon, I 
dispatched an individual to ascertain the fact, to whom it was pretended, on his 
finding they were not at the place indicated, that after being exposed a couple 
of days they were taken ill, and it became necessary to remove them to the 
gaol of the district Magistracy ; but that being then nearly recovered, their 
sentences would be carried into effect. Regarding this as a subterfuge for a 
breach of the faith, and unwilling to te duped, 1 caused tlie Chinese writer to 
be again dispatched to make inquiry, and to intimate that I was not unmindful 
of what was going on* On his return he reported that he had seen the men in 
the cangue, and having examined their sentences, as inscribed on these wooden 
collars, found them to be in due form, as for creating a disturbance. 

He added that they would be brought here for inspection if required. 

Having no reason to question the veracity of the writer — an old and steady 
servant of this establishment — I contented myself with his assurance, in the 
belief that the Magistrate, who prides himself on being a descendant of Con- 
fucius, whose name he bears, woidd not incur further risk of a charge of 
duplicity agtiinst himself. 

Though continually urging the apprehension of the other four"] implicated 
by the confession of those under sentence, I have not heard anything respect- 
ing them, and I fear they will be allowed to escape, for which there is no 
remedy beyond empty denunciations, against which the consciences of tlie 
Mandarins seem to be tolerably proof. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. B. JACKSON 



Inclosure 3 in No. 69* 

Proclamation. 
(Translation.) 

KUNG, Chief Magistrate of the Department of Min, &c,, hereby issues 
plain instructions. 

It being now pennitted to foreign nations to trade at the port of Foo-chow, 
when foreigners pass about the city and its suburbs, it behoves the natives of 
the land to maintain towards them a friendly deportment, that so due cftcctmay 
be given to the existing peace. 

Having heard a report that on the 3rd day of the present month 
(August 31), as an English officer was riding on the South Parade Ground, a 
disturbance was raised by a crowd of ignorant people, who assailed him with 
stones, conduct which was disorderly in the extreme, besides dispntching 
ninners to search out and seize the offending parties, tbat they may be tried and 
punished I now proclaim these urgent instructions, and look to tlie people fully 
to know them. 

Hereafter, you must keep in order the youths and children of your 
families. 

When foreigners pass backwards and forwards, let them not rush in front 
of, or crowd after them ; nor let them cither address them in abusive terms, so 
as to bring about disturbances. 

If they again dare to act as in times past, they shall assuredly be taken and 
punished. The elder members of their families shall likewise be punished for 
not keeping them in order ; and the Te-paous, if they do not look after and 
restrain them, shall \k dealt with in the same manner. No mercy shall be 
shown to them. 

Do not oppose. A special proclamation. 

Taoukwang, 28th year, 8th month, 6th day. (September 2, 1848.) 
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K 0. 70. 
xVr. Bonham to Mr. Hammond, — {Received Jcuaumj 20, 1849.) 

(Extract.) 

Kovmber 30, 1848, 11 P.M. 

LATE last night, I vceeivcd a ilo^^patch from Cauton, giving an account 
of a piratical attack on Mr. Meadow.*^, ayIich returning from Whanipoa. 

It appears that Mr. Mcado^vs had gone to Whampoa on business, in 
company witli an officer of tlie High Commi.s^?ion, for the purpose of examining 
an English vessel that had been run into by a junk, and that, on their return, 
their boat was boarded by a large pirate boat full of men, two of whom, 
Mr. Meadows is of opinion, he shot. The pirates, nevertheless, put on board 
Mr. Meadows* boat, when he took to the water, and managed to get ashore, 
but not until he iiad received a severe spear wound in his hand. 

This affair took place close to the Barrier, about eiglit miles from Canton, 
at the same spot where the Shah AUem's boat was similarly attacked last year. 
As this is a mere act of piracy, I h.avc no doubt that Sou will, if he can catch 
them, make an example of the miscreants, more especially, as sonie of his 
own people were present, and, it is reported, were wounded. In other respects, 
everything is quiet ; but this little aflair shows the limited powers either Seu 
or any one else has over the Canton mob. 



2fo. 71. 
Mt\ Bonham io Viscount Palmcrstoiu— (Received Fcbmmj 22, 1840.) 

My Lord, Vicloriap Homj Koncj, December 29, 1848. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship, that in the night of the 
27th ultimo, Mr. Meadows, Interpreter to tlic Canton Consulate, was assailed by 
pirates in the Canton llivcr, and only escaped with his life by jumping into (lie 
river and swinnning ashore, after liaving shot two of his assailants. 

Mr. Meadows was on his way from Whampoa, where he had been deputed 
by Mr. Consul ]3lmslic upon public business, in company with one of Scu'fj 
officers, and when close to the barriers, about 10 p.m., a piratical craft, containing 
about thirty men, dashed alongside and obtained po.ssossion of Mr. Meadows' 
boat, buii not until that gentleman had shot dead one of the i)irates and 
wounded another, when he. jumped into the river, and arrived, wounded and in 
an exhausted condition, at the Consulate, at I o'clock in the morning. 

Botli the Consul and myself have been in communication with Scu 
regarding this ruflianly attack. Ilis E.xcellcncy lias succeeded in apprehending 
four of the parties coimected witli the transaction, and promises to do his 
utmost in seizing the remaining criminals. A question luis arisen as to the 
degree of punishment to be awarded to these four. Seu states transportation 
for life to be the legal punishment, but as this appears to me doubtful from 
several other precedents, it is my iiitcntion to address that oflicer further upon 
the point, and in the meanwhilel have thought it necessary that your Lord.Oiip 
should be made accpuvinted, as early as possible, with the principal facts 
connected with this attack. 

Mr. Meadows has forwarded a list of articles stolen, and other losses, the 
whole of which he estimates at 352 dollars 74 cents. I have called on Sou to 
recover the articles plundered, or iailing this, to make good j\Ir. Meadow.s' clann. 

2 
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I regret, however, to state that my applications have up to the present moment 
proved unsuccessful Sen declines making any 3*estitution whatever, on the 
grounds of its heing inconsistent with Chinese law to do so. Under the 
peculiar circumstances of Mr. Meadows' case, and bearing in mind that that 
gentleman was attacked and robbed whilst in the performance of his public 
duties, I have not hesitated in authorizing^ Mr» Elmslie to pay this sum out of 
the Consulate chest, and rely upon your Lordship in approving of this 
expenditure, 

I propose, by next mail, further addressing your Lordship upon this 
subject; in the meantime I may observe that the attack on Mr. Meadows 
appears to me to have been made without any reference to the party plundered 
being a British subject. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) S. G. BONHAM. 



Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Bonham. 

,Sir, Foreign Office, February 17, 1849, 

I HAVE received your despatch of the 2nd of November, respecting 
an assault committed on Mr. Parish at Foo-chow-foo ; and I have to 
acquaint you that I concur with you in approving the manner in which 
Mr. Consul Jackson required and obtained redress fi-om the local authorities for 
this outrage, and that I also approve of your having reminded him of the 
necessity of some person being delegated by him on any future occasion to 
witness the infliction of any punishment which may be awarded by the Chinese 
authorities to persons guilty of assaults on British subjects. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 
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No. 73. 

Viscount Palmerston to Mr* Bonham* 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 5, 1849. 

I HAVE to acquaint you that I approve of the steps which you have taken, 
as reported in your despatch of the 29th of December, with reference 
to the attack made on Mr* Interpreter Meadows, on his way from Whampoa to 
CantQU in the night of the 27th of November ; and considering that Mr, Meadows 
was at the time in the execution of his publiq duties, I approve of your having 
directed the sum of 352 dollars 74. cents to l)e paid to him as compensation for 
the -value of the property which he lost on that occasion, 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON 



No. 74, 
Mr, Bon^^m to VUcqunt Pqlmrstoih— {Received Marqh 21.) 

My Lord, Victoria, Hong Kong, January 24, 1849. 

IN continuation of my despatch of the 29th December, on the 
subject of the piratical attack made on Mr. Meadows in the Canton River, I 
have the honour to acquaint your Lordship that tl^irtecn of the parties implicated 
in that transaction have been apprehcnc^ed by the Chinese authorities, of whom 
five have been sentenced to transportation for life, and eight to decapitation. 
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The Imperial Commissioner having in the first instance only announced the 
apprehension of the five first named, and stated that they would be transported 
I thought It right to impress on liis Excellency the necessity of makinn^ a most 
striking example of the culpiuts, and addressed a letter to him to that effect 
referring to four cases wliore persons convicted of similar oflTences had been 
executed, and reminding him that Mr. ?ifcadoAvs was an officer in the discharo-e 
of a public duty, and that if a stop were not put to such violent proceedings 
and outrages of this nature were poi-niiltcd to be carried on between Canton and 
"Whampba, no public officer could safely travel between those places. 

To this Seu rejoined, insisting that the punishment to which the culprits 
had been sentenced was m conformity with the laws of China, but at the same 
time informed me that eight additional culprits had been apprehended, and that 
as they had been engaged in other malpractices of a like nature, they would be 
decapitated, and their heads stuck up on poles. 

In acknowledging the receipt of the last communication, I informed the 
Imperial Commissioner that I was not altogether satisfied with the result of this 
affair, as it appeared to me that had the eight criminals not been proved to have 
been guilty of offences against Chinese, they would not have been capitally 
punished ; but as the matter stood, I requested to be informed when and whem 
the men would be executed. 

I have not yet received a reply to this communication, and as this is the 
first day of the Chinese new yeai> when and for some days to come no public 
business is transacted, I do not anticipate hearing again from the Commissioner 
before the mail of this month is dispatched. I think it right, however, to state 




in some measure disposed to attribute to liis fearing tlicir pres<-ncc might give 
rise to a popular cominotion, which at this particular juncture anight terminate 
in their being ill-used by the mob. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) S. G. BONHAM. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 74, 
Commissioner Seu to Mr* Bonlumu 



(Translation.) 

SEU, High Imperial Commissioner, &c., sends the following answer to a 
communication from the Honourable Envoy, which he received on the 12th 
instani (6th January) in which several precedents are quoted, which he carefully 
perused. 

In a previous answer, I, the Great Minister, stated, that as Heaven was 
concerned in human life, only criminals worthy of death should sufler the 
penalty of the law. 

According to the evidence of the criminal Han-Hoo-Leen and others, 
they only robbed once, and did not board the boat. These are extenuating 
circumstances in the eyes of the law, and they will therefore not suifer deatli, 
but be transported. This is in accordance with the provisions (of the code) 
23rd chapter, page 33. 

The criminals now taken, are denounced as principals, and diffcicnt from 
accomplices, as much as a man who transgrcKses for the first time, differs from an 
old offender, and as there is likewise a dilferehcc between those who search for 
plunder, and tliose who receive the stolen articles. 

In cases which involve life and death, one ought to be very careful in these 
matters. The precedents quoted in your communication, T find do not refer to 
criminals whd dilly dhce offended, but who had to be punished severely. You 
alto reiiiark in yblir letter, that the criminals mentioned in this case, are all 
prihfei^ls^ whilst there is only one of them to whoiu this applies j lor what 
reason shduld all be principals ? 

The Magistrate now reports, that in :Mr. Meadows, the Interpreter's case, 
he has sliccfessively seized tlie following runaway criminals :—Lew-a-keang, 

2 C 2 
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Le\v-a4ih, Lew-a-wang^ Woo-a-tsin^\ Low-a-chin* Yew-tsow-lcwoi, ilwanp;- 
king-yU| AVoo-a-tsoaug^ in all eight. It was aBcurtainetl, a>i a matter of fact, 
that all tliese hail boavcletl the hoat, and it wa.s likewise Ixuuul out, that they Jmil 
robbed the packet, Saou-tan, the rice boat iue-yuh-yung, the p*\wnbrokur*jishuii 
of Lo-kang-borough, and the eotton junk of C'hin-a-ijhow. Hence it is pro veil, 
that they have repeatedly eonimitled robberies ; these various instances having 
l>eeu brought homo to them* they have thus been sentenced to decapitation, and 
that their heails be stuck up, Being impartially dealt with in conformity to the 
letter of the laWj not the least forbearance nor lenity has been shown towards 
robbers. 

Whilst sending this reply, I wish you much happiness. 

Taoukwang, 2Sth year, 12th month, 21st day. (January 15, 1849.) 



Inclosure 2 in If o. 74. 
M)\ Bonham to Commissioner Sen. 



Victoria, Hong Kong, January 20, 1849. 

I HAVE received your Excellency's communication of the 15th instant, 
in reply to mine of the 3rd instant, relative to the punishment of the persons 
concerned in the piratical attack on Mr. Meadows. 

lathis letter, your Excellency asks me why all the parties concerned in 
the attack oh Mr. Meadows are principals, to which I reply, that after the death 
of their leader, Leu-a-sze, the remainder of the boat's crew, by their violence, 
compelled Mr. Meadows to jump into the water to save his life, and that they 
tlien f5>tcibly seized his boat and property which they made away with— they 
were all engaged in one common, unlawful act, which caused loss of life and 
was attended with robbery ; they ought, therefore, in reason, to be considered 
all equally guilty. 

Your Excellency now informs me that eight more criminals connected with 
this murderous outrage oil Mr. Meadows have been apprehended, and as ihey 
have been found guilty of other offences they will be decapitated- This 
proceeding is, however, not altogether satisfactory to me, as it appears that, had 
It not been discovered that these culprits had committed robberies in other 
instances, they would not, for the piratical attack on oVIr. Meadows, have suffered 
capital punishment. I have already quoted instances of execution following 
offences of this nature, and this outrage on a public officer, in the discharge of 
his oCRcial duties, seems to me to demand, at your Excellency's hands, the utmost 
penalty of the lieiw. 

As the case now stands, I beg of your Excellency to acquaint me when and 
where these men will be executed, as I have instructions from my own Govern- 
ment to depute persons to w^itness all punishments ^yhich may be inflicted by 
the Chinese Govemmeiit on wrsons for misconduct to British subjects, as was 
the case in "the instance of the execution of the murderers of the crew of the 
Frepch merchant yessei " Navigateur,'* and more recently in the unfortunate 
affair at Hwang-chu-ke, when four Chinese were executed ibr the murder of my 
countrymen: 

Accept, &c. 
(Signed) S. G. BOMIAM. 



Inclosure 3 in Bfo. 74. 
Mr. Bonham to Commissioner Sen, 



Victoria, Hong Kong,'Jam(ary 3, 1849. 
I HAVE recently received several communications from the Consul at 
Canton, relative to the piratical attack made on Mr.Meado^ys, on which subject 
I have already had occasion to address your Excellency. From the corre- 
^pondence that has passed between the Consul and your Excellency, I gather 
that the four ruffians who have been apprehended, are not to be capitally 
punished on thegrounds of their not being principals, but simply accomplices, ^ 
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Tlie Consul has fully brouj^ht the true .^tate of the caj^e to your Excel- 
lency's notice, and reminded you that heretolore, wlien pirates have^been taken 
and convicted, tlicy have been executed, and he menlions eases wherein the full 
sentence of the law has b(ien carried out. 

Your Excellency, in reply, a^^igns reasons why the^c pirates should not be 
cxeented, ami states that "as Heaven itself is concerned in human life, crimes 
punishable by death, must be connniitcd before sueii punishment can bo 
inflicted." 'J'o tiie latter part of your observation 1 fully agree; and if I were 
satisfied that the parties implicated in the piracy were not liable to the punish- 
ment of death by the law of Cliina, I would not now address your Kxcellency 
ou the subject. 

The Chinese Code of Laws distinctly states, in the 2;3rd chapter, 57th page, 
that "Those who, on the sea-coast or along rivers, commit piracy by boarding 
vessels iu search of plunder, shall all, in case they have ol)tained possession of 
any goods, be sentenced to decapitation, and instantly receive doom. Nothing 
is to be pleaded in their excuse.*' 

There are, moreover, four precedents within my own knowledge to prove 
that the law in this respect has been carried into effect: — 

! . In McKinlay's case, the pirates were executed, according to a letter of 
the late Governor-General Kekimg, dated 20th December, 1813. 

2. The execution of several pirates who attacked a party of our soldiers 
near Chek-chu, who were con\'eying treasure to that place, as stated by Keying 
in a despatch dated I7th December, 1844. 

3. The capital punishment of some pirates who attacked two opium- vessels 
in the Bay ofShimmoh, according to a letter of Keyinir, dated 9th August, 
1847, and 

4i The case of the pirates implicated in the attack on the boat of the 
merchant ship " Shah Allum/* as made known to Consul Macgregor by Keying, 
in a communication dated l/th October 1847. 

Your Excellency does not deny that the men who have been apprehended 
areguilty of the piracy, but states that, as the principal man, Lew-:i-sze, was 
shot and died, and his associate, Kan-a-mow, severely wounded, the remainder 
of the boat's crew are only accessaries, andean only be banished for life to 
Tartary. 

But it is clear, from the evidence, that after Lew-a-sze was killed, and 
Kan-a-mow was wounded, that the remainder of the crew plundered the boat; 
aiid part of the plundered property has been found on the persons of the prisoners, 
hence it is obvious, that they are principals in the piracy, and in the wounding 
of Mr. Meadows. 

The case of Mr. Meadows is analogous, in every respect, with the four 
cases above quoted, where those found guilty were executed. 

Mn Meadows fortunately escaped with his life; but the guilt of the pirates 
remains the same. It is natural enough tor the remaining criminals to endea- 
vour to throw the most heinous part of the ciimc upon a miin who is dead to^ 
exculpate themselves, but surely such a defence is not to be deemed worthy of 
any consideration when the facts are so clear that the guilt of the parties cannot 
be doubted by any reasonable person. 

I trust, therefore, that your Excellency will see that these prisoners be 
rigorously punished, and the remaining criminals apprehended and punished also, 
otherwise it will be impossible for public officers to travel between Canton and 
Whampoa, which must end in great detriment to the trade of our respective 

nations. 

Accept, kc, 
(Signed) S. G. BOlS^HAM. 
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Mr. Bonham to Viscount Palmerston.^Received April 18.) 

My iiord, Victoria^ Hong Kong^ February 3, 1849. 

REFEURIHTCr to my desspatcli of tlio 24th January, wherein I reported 
the sentences passed on thirteen of the criminals concerned in the piratical 
attack on Mr. Meadows, I have the honour to transmit herewith, an 
extract of the Imperial Commissioiier*s reply to my letter in ^vhich I applied 
for information as to when, and where, the eight persons sentenced to 
decapitation, would be executed, to enable mo to depute an officer to witness 
the infliction of the punishment. 

Your Lordship will observe that the criminals had already been executed 
previously to the receipt of my comraunieatioh above referred to, and that Sen 
expressly states that they were not sentenced to death for the piratical attack on 
Mr. Meadows alone,, so that had they not been proved to have been engiiged in 
former acts of violence, it may be inferred that they would only have been 
tranaported, such, according to Sen's statement, being the sentence of the law 
of China on occasions of this sort. 

Your Lordship will likewise observe that the Commissioner makes no 
ranai^k on iny desire that an English functionary should be present on the 
occasion of the execution. * In this instance the presence of such a person 
wbuld have been useless, as Mr. Meadows could not recognise the criminals 
had he seen them, and I confess that at present I think it doubtful if it bo 
in the Commissioner's power, to insure the safety of the gentleman who might 
have been employed on this mission. 

It is right also that your Lordship should be informed that the Imperial 
Commissioner observed to the Consul> when that officer took occasion to 
notify to his Excellency that it was the wish of Her Majesty*s Government that 
some officer deputed by him should be present to witness the infliction of the 
punishment, that " The Treaties provide for Chinese criminals being dealt with 
by China, and foreign crimmals by the foreign countries, neither side 
concerning themselves Avith the proceedings of the other. What need is there 
then to appoint an officer ? '* 

Under these circumstances, I have allowed this part of the question 
to remain in abeyance, being satisfied that with the temper which at present 
exists at Canton against foreigners, any attempt on the part of a Consulate 
officer to witness an execution, would, unless he were strongly guarded by 
Chinese troops, most assuredly expose him to persoiial insult and violence, and 
indeed might cost him hi^ life. 

I have^ &c. 
(Signed) S. a BONHAM. 



Inclosure in No 76. 
Commimoner 8m to Mr. Bonham. 



(Extract*) 

THE principal in Mr. Meadows, the Interpreter's casef, is Lew-a-sze, who, 
for his crime, ought to have been sentenced to decapitation. Having, however, 
been shot, he fell into the water, and met with his death. The remaining 
criniinais hJtve ohly bnce comihittfed robbery, and ought, according to law, to 
be transported. The eight others who successively were taken have all repeatedly 
committed acts of robbery, and, as the various cases have been brought home 
to them, they suffered decapitation for their heavy crimes, on 19th day of the 
12th month (13th January), (with others) altogether forty-six in number 

I trust that you, the Honourable Envoy, have already heard that I, tlie 
Great Mihistei*, ihahage matters with the litmosl justice, and it woiild only be 
troublesome to enter upon minutiae. 

January 27, 1849, 
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Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Bonham. 

Sir, Forc!(j)i OJtco, May 13, lSd9. 

I HAAHS received your despatch of the ;3rd of Fehniary, reporting 
the exqcntiou of several persons coiieevned in the attack ou jMi\ Interpreter 
Meadows; (ind I have to acquaint you thai 1 approve of your having' let the 
question about the attendance of a British oliicer to witness the execution, to 
remain >Yithout being further pressed. 

With regard to the transaction itself, it is, of course, absohitely necessary 
that putrages committed, or attempted, on British subjects, should be punished 
in such a manner as to deter the Chinese from attempting a repetition of sucli 
offences ; but, at the same time. I cannot but observe that the extent to Avliiclx 
capital punishnient seems to be inflicted in China, is not in harmony with the 
feelings of the British nation on such matters ; and it is not^ desirable that you 
should press for the decapitation of oflenders, except in cases in Avhich such 
examples may really be required for the protection of British subjects, and by 
the gravity of the committed offence, 

I am> &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 



-Eo. It 
Mr. Bonham to Vmount Palmerston.— {llecoived May 2L) 

(Extract,) Victoria, liomj Komj, March 5, 1849. 

ITS despatch dated December 19, 1S48, your Lordship observes that in 
all cases of punishment being a^varded to Chinese for wrongs done to British 
subjects, some British officer ought to be present to witness its infliction. 
These instructions were duly communicated to the Consuls, but I regret to state 
that it has been found impossible to have them carried out. 

Two cases have recently occurred at Canton, wherein Chinese have been 
punished for wrongs done to British subjects, and in neitlier Iiave the autliorities 
seen fit to permit British officers to witness the punishnient. 

The first case was that of Mr, Meadows, wlio was attacked by pirates in 
the Canton river, as reported to your Lordship in my despatches of the 
29th December last, and of the 2U]x January and 3rd Pebruary respectively. 
The second Avas a case wherein a servant of an English gentleman robbed 
and fired the house of liis master, within tlio factories* In this instance 
on^ person has been convicted and put in the cangue for two months. The 
High Commissioner was requested to send the culprit to undergo part of his 
punishment on the spot where the crime was committed. This ho declined 
acceding to, on the ground that another person wlioni the Chinese authorities 
allege to have been an accomplice had not been taken, and who, tliey considered, 
had been concealed by the owner of the house from the police runners sent 
to apprehend him : but your Lordsliip will have observed from my despatch 
of the 3rd February, that the Connnissioner directly stated in reference to 
Mr. Meadow's case that *Hhe Treaties provide for Chinese criminals being 
dealt with by China, and foreign criminals by the foreign countries, neither 
side concerning themselves with the proceedings of the other. What need is 
there then to appoint an officer?" And 1 am not aware, under these circum- 
stances, by what means I can compel him to meet tlie directions contained in 
your Lordship's despatch now under consideration. 

At !Foo-chow-foo, in the case of an assault committed by certain villagers, 
wherein Captnin Johnston, of Her Majesty's sloop ^* Scout,'* Lieutenant 
Wodehouse and Mr, Parish were pelted and hooted while peaceably walking for 
exercise, on Mr. Consul Jackson intimating his intention of deputing an 
officer to witness the punishment of the parties apprehended, the Chinese 
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authorities objected on the grounil that no such practice was provided for by 
the Treaties, and that they Inul received no instructions from the Imperial 
Commissioner on the subject. 

At Shanghae I am not a^vare of any aggression on British subjects having 
taken place since the case where the Missionary geritlemen were assaulted and 
ili-used by the junk men, hut in reference to this subject generally Mr. Alcock, 
writes as follows : 

*' As regards the practicability and expediency of verifying the punishment 
of any Chinese ofiender by the presence of a British officer, when a sentence is 
carried into execution, the instructions received could only have been partially 
applicable to the Tsingvpoo oftenders had it been earlier received, for the most 
serious punishment was banishment to a penal settlement iii Tartary, 

" But the whole subject is one of peculiar difficulty, nor can any hope be 
entertained of submitting in this place a satisfactory solution. It has long 
been felt that of all the provisions of the two Treaties, that which provided for 
the due administration of the laws on Chinese offenders was the most nugatory. 
The chief difficulty consists in a British officer being present at all during a 
trial in a Chinese Court. Assuming the right were to be granted by Treaty, 
where the ordinary mode of questioning is by torture, and a process utterly 
repugnant to our notions of justice and our sense of what is due to humanity 
and truth, are we by onr presence to sanction and to be made parties to such 
proceedings, or are we to interfere and insist upon justice being administered, 
not according to their usages, but ours ? The objection to both courses seems 
equally valid, and yet without the presence of an efficient officer there is no 
guarantee whatever for the due administmtion of justice. 

"As regards the presence of an Officer of Punishments, nnless he is in a 
position to identify the criminals, which must often from the circumstances of 
the case be impossible, it may be questioned whether our national character is 
not in danger of being compromised, without the real object of such risk being 
attained, Nothing could more eflectually tend to lower us in the opinion of 
the Chinese than to be imposed upon by the jugglery of a substituted criminal, 
or the punishment of an innocent man at our instigation, or even the illegal or 
excessive punishment of a real offender. Yet to all these we are exposed, when 
w*e take upon ourselves to watch the course of justice and verify the execution 
of the sentences. It may finally be observed that there are punishments 
recognized in the Chinese Code revolting for their brutality, which an English 
officer could scarcely sanction with his presence without discredit to our national 
feeling. A lesser objection exists in the frequency of minor punishments for 
theft and petty misdemeanours, so that an Interpreter woidd be required for 
this duty alone." 

In the conclusions come to by Mr. Alcock I generally concur, and on the 
whole, therefore, as in many cases from the nature of the punishment it will be 
impossible for a Consular officer to witness its infliction, and in others that it 
will be attended with great difficulty, and that the presence of an European 
gentleman on such occasions may give rise to misapprehension in respect to the 
object in view, I beg respectfully to submit the question for your Lordship's 
reconsidieration. 

In the meantime I have directed the Consuls to consider the instructions 
that I have given them on this subject in abeyance, but at the same tinie to 
imtisfy themselves, as far as they have the means, that any punishments awarded 
under the circumstances referred to are carried into execution. 
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Viscount Palmersion to Mv, Bonham. 



I HAVE to state to you, in reply to your despatch of tlic 5lh of Marelh 
that on consideration of the ch*ciini.stancos advortcd to in tliafc ilcspatclh 
I thmk ^t may be best not to press for tlic pre^scnec of a Britisli oiricer at the 
punishment of Chmcse convicted of oflences against British j>uhjccK unless in 
special cases, in whicli such presence may he thought hv von, or by ihe Con^^ul 
on the spot, to be useful " - » - 



S^o. 79. 
Viscount Pabnerston to Sir S. Bonham, 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 23, 1831. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith a statement which has been published i!i 
the "Times '• newspaper, and wliich appears to be founded upon a letter said to 
have been addressed from Hong Kong to the " Univcrs '* French newspaper, 
relative to the alleged execution of a Missionary named Schofllei* : and T have 
to instruct yoii to ftirnish me with any particulars you can obtain respecting this 
transaction. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 



m, 80. 

Sir 8. Bonham to Viscount Palmersion.— {Received February 16, 1852») 

(Extract) Victoria, Ilomj Kong^ December 24, 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's 
despatch of the 23rd October, transmitting to me a statement which has 
been published in the " Times *' newspaper, relative to llie alleged execution of 
aMissionary named Schofflcr, and instructing me to furnish any particulars tliat 
I can obtain respecting this transaction* ^ 

In obedience to your Lordship's orders, I directed Mr. Woodgate, the 
necond assistant, to wait on M. Libois, Procureur-Gen(5ral dcs Missions 
Etrangeres, and having fjhown and explained to him the statoncnt, to request 
he would furnish me with any inibrmatiou he might possess on the subject. 

I have now the honour to transmit to your Lordship, copy of a letter from 
M. LiboiB to Mr, Woodgate, giving a detail of all that has conic to his 
knowledge respecting this transaction. 




aiid 106^ of east longitude. 

Until the receipt of your Lordship's despatch, the circumstances detailed 
in the ** Times*' had not come to my knowledge, nor can I discover that any 
other person^ save the Konmn Catholic priests, had ever heard of them. 

The present Tudouc or King of Cochin China, came to the throne abont 
/ "^ 2D 
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two years ago, and is tributary to the Emperor of China, but I imagine, except 
on the subject of succession and tribute, is entirely independent of the 
authority of the Emperor. 



Iiiclosure in Noi 8()i 
AL Libois to Mr. Woodgate. 

Mon cher M. Woodgate, Victoria, le 10 Decembrcy 1851. 

J'AI examine Tarticle du ^* Times'' relatif au martyre de M, ScoDhffler, 
que Yous m'avez communique de la part de son Excellence M* le Gouvemeur, 
Je le trouve parfaitement conforme aux pieces officielles que j*ai regues du 
Tong-king sur le meme sujet et que j*ai envoy^es Ji MM. les Direct eurs de 
notre S^minaire des Missions Etrangferes a Paris. Seiilement le nom du 
martyr est Shoeffler et non jms Shoffler, et il a 6t6 mis a mort a Son-tay au 
Tong-king, non pas le 4, mais le 1 Mai dernier. Je vous envoie im journal 
ou vous trouverez quelques details qui pourront peut-etre vous interesser. 

M. Shoeffler, du diocese de Nancy, entr6 au Seminaire des Missions 
Etrangeres, a Paris, en 1846, il en partit en 1847, et arriva a Hong Kong le 
28 Avril, 1848; le 9 Juin suivant, il partait pour le Tong-king Occidental, afin 
d'y exercer le Minist^re Apostolique de cette Mission. C*est dans Pexercice 
de ces saintcs fonctions qu'il a 6t6 arretd par les Mandarins, le 1 Mars, 1831. 
Jugd et condamn^ k mort par le grand Mandarin de la Province, pour avoir os6 
venir pr6cher la religion Chretienne dans ce pays, la sentence a 6t6 de suite 
ratifiee par le Roi Tou-duc, et ex^cutee le 1 Mai dernier. Depuis vingt ans 
environ, douze Europ^ens, dont huit Fran5ais, trois Espagnols, et un Italien, 
ont eu le m^me sort et pour le meme sujet, dans le Royaume Annamite. Si 
vous d^sirez quelques details h ce sujet, vous les trouverez dans une petite 
brochure que je vous envoie. Vous distinguerez facilement, en lisant la table, 
les noms Europ^ens des noms Annamites, &c. Les deux derniers martyres, 
MM. Duclos et Shoeffler, n'y figurent pas, parceque leur mort est plus r^cente. 
Je vous envoie aussi une carte trfis detailKe du Royaume Annamite, que vous 
n'avez peut-etre pas, afin que vos renscignements soient plus complets. En 
donnant ces renscignements k son Excellence M, le Gouvemeur, veuillez 
VasBurer de mon respectueux et entier d^vouement, et recevoir, &c. 

(Sign^) N. F. LIBOIS, 

Procureur Q^n&al des Missions Etrangeres. 



TSfo. 8L 

Dr. Bowring to the Earl of Malmesbury* — {Received July 16*) 

My Lord, Hong Kong. May 17, 1862; 

CIRCUMSTANCES are constantly occurring at the different ports of 
China, and especially at Foo-chow, which, next to Canton, is the place where 
the greatest amount of ill-will is exhibited towards jforeigners, which serve to 
show the unfriendly disposition of the Chinese authorities* and their desire to 
discourage the establishment of amicable relations with Her Majesty's Govern* 
ment and the British people. 

it appears that two teachers employed by the Church Missionary, Mr. 
li^clton, have lately been bastinadoed by order of the Chinese Mandarins, on 
account of their connection with the mission, and that Mr. Vice-Consul Walker 
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has in consequence made a representation to, and sought an interview M'ith, the 
Qoverhor-General of the Province. 

I cowld not but approve of any amicable intervention or becoming remon- 
strance made in the interests of humanity by the Consular authority ; but I am 
not quite satisfied with the strong language used by Mr. Vice- Consul Walker, 
in his written communications with the Lieutenant-Governor of the Province, 
which he had requested the Captain of Her Ma-jesty's sloop "Lily" to support, 
by immediately visiting the Min. T have the honour herewith to accompany 
copies of this letter, and of the despatch I have written to the Vicc-Consul in 
^pjEyseqnence. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOITK liO WRING. 



Tnclosure 1 in No. 81. 

Vicc-Consul Walker to the Lmitanant-Govcntoi- of Fokecn. 

I HAVE received, with great astonishment and regret, from the English 
Missionary, the Rev. W. Welton, who resides at the Taon-sban-kwan, a com- 
plaint against the authorities of this city for having reneucd their interference, 
m a most unwarrantable manner, and stopped him in the pur.suit of his avoca- 
tions. He informs me that he had engaged a teacher to assist hnn ni the 
formation and duties of a school, but that this person had been detened irom 
enterin*'- upon his engagement by the threats of the Wandanns, conveyed 
through the medium of the Tepaoa of the district. A nu.ro llagrant violation 
of privileo-cs, admitted and secured by the solemn sanction oi Jreaties, has 
never been attempted by the direct and open measures of the authorities; but 
the fact is placed beyonll the possibility of denial by the audacity of persons in 
official employ, who have visited several United States' citizens \Mth the avowed 
intent of a-ocertaining by whom the teacher engaged was recommended to 
Mr. Wclton's service, and by such means to terrify the Chinese in their employ- 
ment The local Government has thus distinctly violated Article i ot the 
"Treaty of Nanking. You have violated and annulled the provisions conlained m 
Articles XXU and XXIV of the French Treaty, and openly coi.fraycned and set 
at nought the right .secured by Article XY ill: of the Treaty with the United 

With a sincere desire to promote and maintain, by principles of equity 




which we are indisputably entitled than they have o late l"-^" "^f^^" >.^ j 
Their proceedings, tor a long time past, have created lu my m ml the i-ai til 
imp csSon that a course of policy has been entered upon .so direcll v in opposition 
tXSit t was the special olycct of the Treaties to encourage and perina- 
;"«% (Cermiuo, that, if persiste'd in, cannot fail to U-rmin«te he J>«vimrny and 
quiet intercourse which, for the last ten years, l«)f '«M>l"lv f ^^^^^ ; y"^; J « 
British Government has throughout adhered, with .scrupulous idol t.>, to the 
SS^gementt contracted by the^Treaties, the authorities ot his 1' "^•^; >!7.;1«3 
manifested a desire, upon every po.sMble occasion, to break through and disregard 

^''"The nrcseut instance oilers to your Excellency a favourable occasion for 
.dedshJTiScrJ^^Sltion, by directing tfie local authoiiUes l^^^;;^^^^;;^:^^ 
•sition, and to make known to llie peoiile, by pubhc P^^ '"'\"f ""' *;. ^ J^ 
•permission they have to aft'ord their services o all '««' S '^^ " ^ f- ^\7 ^,^ 
Jnd lawful piisuit of their occupations. n»^ '»«'«„ \.f"f,,,r, ^ 
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hnd to declare the effect of the late proceedings as an arbitrary and deliberate 
violation of our rights, sanctioned and confirmed by the high authorities of the 

Province. 

1 have, &c. 



April 14, 1852. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 81. 
Dr. Bowring to Consul Walker. 

Sir, Homj Kong, May 17, 1832. 

I HAVE received your despatch of the 26th xdtimo, with its inclosures, 
giving an account of the cruel treatment to ^Yhich two teachers in the service of 
Mr. Welton have been exposed. 

It has been decided by the Law Officers of the Crown, that the circumstance 
of Chinamen being engaged in the service of subjects of Her Majesty does not 
remove them from the jurisdiction of the native authorities. In cases similar to 
the present, the utmost that can be done is, after the fullest examination into 
the facts, to make an earnest representation and friendly remonstrance to the 
Chinese officials, showing that such proceedings are not in accordance with 
those amicable sentiments which should direct the conduct of a Government 
connected with our own l>y Treaties of peace and friendship. 

In this state of things, I am sorry not to be able to approve of the very 
strong language employed in your letter to the Vice-Governor of the Province. 
Its vehemence was probably the cause of its not being acknowledged. It was 
right, in your failing to obtain attention from the District Magistrate, to seek 
an interview with the Superordinates, and to point out the unfavourable impres- 
sion which any injuries done to Chinamen, because of their connection with the 
subjects of Her Majesty, could not fail to make upon the British Government, 
and you should then have referred the matter to me. 

I am very desirous, as far as I am able, to support the authority of Her 
Majesty's Consuls, and, by friendly co-operation with the superior officers of 
Her Majesty^s Navy in these seas, to show the Chinese that a vigilant eye is 
kept upon the proceedings of unfriendly Mandarins. But when Her Majesty's 
Forces are put in requisition, the case must be so strong as to secure the 
approval of tne senior officer here, and of the Admiralty at home. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) JOHX BOWIIING. 



No. 82. 
The Earl of Malmeshury to I)r* Bowring. 

(Extract) Foreign Office, Mij 21, 1852. 

I HAVE to acquaint you, in reply to your despatch of the ITth of May, 
that X entirely approve of the letter which you wrote to Mr. Vice-consul 
Walker» with reterence to the intemperate tone adopted by him in his com- 
munication to the Lieutenant Governor of Fokccn, respecting the interference of 
the Chinese autliorities with two native teachers in the service of Mr. Wclton. 

The statements contained in your despatch and its inclosures are not 
sufficiently detailed to enable me to form an opinion in regard to the merits of 
the case ; but Her Majesty's Government can never approve of the use of violent 
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and intornporate language, and the less so, inasmuch as such lungua-c i- 
calculated to defeat rather than to promote the object sought to be attained 
by it» 

I nm, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 



No. 83. 
Dr. Bowrhig to the Earl of Mahmhunj.—illccemd December 20.) 

^y ^^^^* Hong Kong, October 25, 1852. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that on the 17th instant 
a Chnia boat, Avith four of Her Majesty's subjects, Messrs, John Dent Horace 
Oakley (first Assistant to the Canton Consulate), R. McGregor, and G: \nderson 
was attacked by a piratical Chinese craft, near Tiger Island, at the entrance of 
the Bogue; but the Englishmen, being well armed, were enabled to defend 
themselves, and to kill and wound a number of the Chinese. I have the honour 
to inclose a copy of their representation to Her Majesty's officiating Consul 
Elmslie, in charge at Canton, who, with great promptitude", requested tbc senior 
naval officer there to dispatch a steamer in pursuit of the pirates, while he at 
the same time advised the Imperial Commissioner of what had taken place, and 
requested His Excellency would lend the needful co-operation, and give the 
needful instructions for the capture and punishment of the guiltv. I am sorry 
to say that the Honourable Company's steamer '' Semiramis,*' having (with Mr. 
Oakley on board) made every effort to discover the offenders, by visiting the 
shores and ascending the creeks in boats, has returned to Whampoa without 
having succeeded. The Imperial Commissioner has replied to Mr. Officiating 
Consul Elmslie, that he had given innnediatc orders to the Chinese Admiral 
commanding at the Bogue to take the necessary steps for tracing and securing 
the pirates ; but as the district where they no doubt are dispersed is one where 
the government authority has been of late somewhat relaxed, it is doubtful 
whether wc shall hear anything farther on tlie subject. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN BOAVIIING. 



Inclosurc in ]S"o, 83. 
Messrs. Dent, Oakley, McGregor^ and Anderson to Consul Elmslie, 

Sir, Canton, October 19, 1852. 

WE have the honour to inform you of the particulars of an attack made 
upon us by a largo Indrone boat on the evening of tlie 17th instant. 

The fast boat in which wc were, was anchored within Tiger Island, and 
about 8 o'clock wc were suddenly, and without warning from our crew, 
run on board by a large boat full of men, who immediately commenced a 
discharge of 8tink pots and spears, throwing a number of the former into the 
cabin, a large party of thorn coming over our stern for that purpose. One of 
us, Mr. Oakley, narrowly escaped a severe wound, a spoar burying itself in tlic 
stock of his gun. On being thus assaulted, we instantly resorted to our fire- 
arms, and after a constant fire on them for about twenty minutes, they sheered 
oft) and judging from the sliort distance wc fired from, and the number of men 
we saw fall, wo have every reason to believe that their loss must have been 
severe. They, however, succeeded in carrying oflf their wounded and dead, 
with the exception of one body, which the fast boatmen threw overboard 
without our knowledge. AVe regret to inform you that one of our servants, 
Mr. Dent's, was missing after the aftray was over, and there arc various rei)orts 
m to his unfortunate fate. 

AYc have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN DENT. 

R. McGregor. 

HORACE OAKLEY. 
G. ANDERSON. 
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No, 84. 
Dr. Bowring to the Earl of Mabneshiry.— (Received January 17, 1853.) 

My hoxi, Hong Kong, November 13, 1852, 

OlS the 10th instant soon after midnight, I was aupused by Captain Massio, 
the Senior ISTaval Officer in China, who had just returned from the Chinese 
coast opposite this island, where he had been engaged for several hours in the 
unsuccessful search for Lieutenant De Lisle, R.N*, the Admiralty Agent, wlio 
was left wounded after liaving heen attacked and robbed by a body of Chinese 
vagabonds, as reported by his companion, Mr. Curling, an officer in the service 
of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Conapany, who hai escaped, 
though severely injured^ to the boat which had conveyed both to the Chinese 
shore. 

Captain Massie stated his intention, if I did not object, to proceed at 
daybreak to the town of KoAvloon, the nearest place where any Chinese officers 
are to be found, in order to induce, or if necessary, to compel the Mandarins to 
assist in the search for Lieutenant De Lisle, the captiire of the robbers, and the 
recovery of the stolen property. Captain Massie requested that the Chinese 
sepretary might accompany him. I therefore instructed Mr. Medhurst to 
proceed on board the ^'Cleopatra,'' and to take with bim Mr. Lay, who is 
acquainted Svith the local dialect. I stated to Captain Massie, and the event has 
justified my anticipation, that I had the highest confidence in the energy, 
prudence, and knowledge of Chinese character, possessed by Mr. Medhurst, to 
whom 1 communicated my opinions that, though coercive measures might 
become necessary, and justifiable in case the authorities refused tlieir 
co-operation, great forbearance and self-control were required. 

i have now the honour to inclose copies of Capt^iin Massie and 
Mr. Medhurst's reports, which will, I doubt not, be deemed satisfactory by your 
Lordship, I also forward copy of my reply to Captain Massie. 

Your Lordship will observe that I have not thought it compatible with 
Her Majesty's dignity to comply with Captain Massic*s suggestion that Isliould 
make a complaint to his Excellency the Imperial Commissioner of tlic rudeness 
shown to the officers in Her Majesty's service by a low Mandarin, surrounded 
by a number of ill-bred Cantonese people. Tlie Mandarin in command was 
absent, and the official representing him has received a lesson, a salutary lesson 
on the spot. While questions of considerable importance arc in so unsatis- 
factory a state, and so little attention is paid to representations on graver 
subjects, I hope your Lordship will approve of my hesitation and reluctance, 
especially at a moment when the attention of the high authorities in China is 
distracted by the embarrassments of civil war and the alarming progress of the 
. insurrection from one Province to another. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN IJOWKINX;, 

10th November. — As the promise made had not been fulfilled by tl»c 

officer at Kowloon, that the depositions of the persons arrested for the 

outrage committed on Lieutenant De Lisle and Mr. Curling should be sent on 

board the ** Cleopatra,'^ I thought it desirable, after consulting with Captain 

Masfiiie, that Her Majesty'^ Hteamer *• Hermes'* should be dispatched to 

Kowloon ; and J have the plem>urf^ to state that the result ban been in every 

xeapcct satistaetory : the higher Mandarin was found at his otiice ; a luimble 

apology wjw obtained for the rudeness of his subordinate to Her Majesty's 

,oliiccr»; the promised depositions were furnished^ and, it is believed, proper 

.exertions will be made for the recovery of the lo^t properly. 

I bog to inclose copy of Mr, Medhurst*» report, — J, B, 

27th November.— I have just received a very satisfactory communication 
from i\\Q Kowloon Mwdarin, informing me that most of the property stolen 
had been recovered,— J* B. 
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Inclosure 1 in Jlo. 84. 

Captain Massie to Dr. Botvring. 

®"'' " Cleopatra," at Hong Kong, November 12, 1832. 

AFTER having in vain searched the greater part of the peninsula of 
Kowloon, with almost the whole of my ship's company, for the person of 
lieutenant De Lisle. Admnalty Agent, who had been reported to ma with 
another agent of the ''Singapore," as having been seriously wounded by 
robbers, on the evenmg of the 9th, in accordance with that resolution which 
I ha4 verbally mentioned to your Excellency at midnight of the same day— on 
the morning of the 10th, it being a perfect calm, with the assistance of the 
«Hong Kong "steamer, kindly procured through the influence of Mr. Dent 
I proceeded to Kowloon, and anchored Avithin good gun-shot of that fortress, at 

Soon after an armed boat with Lieutenant Price and Mr. Mcdlmrst, Chinese 
Interpreter, landed to require from the Mandarins their co-operation in a more 
minute search of the country and the houses. 

Immediately on reaching the beach these officers were met by the chief 
superintendent of the Hong Kong police, who gave them the information of 
Lieutenant De Lisle having been found in a dreadfully wounded sta^o by some 
officers of the *' Pottingcr '' steam vessel. 

^ So far that question was set at rest; but as the assaila ts wore still 
undiscovered, as well as the property taken down from the gentlemen, 
Mr. Medhurst proceeded to the interview. 

Before entering on further detail, I must hero mention the exceeding 
incivility, indeed I may add the insulting manner, contrary to all Chinese 
usages, with which these officers were received. "So chairs were given them, 
the attendants tried to repel them from the receiving room, and wlien the 
Mandarin presented himself he was in an undress, without any marks of his 
office. These insults were very properly and firmly resented by the officers, and 
the Mandarin, on being rebuked for the insolence of liis men, his own 
discourteous behaviour and conduct, as instanced by the time he kept the 
officers waiting, as well as appearing in his dressing-gown, which by the way he 
was made to exchange, behaved in the most abject and cringing manner, 

I would here suggest to your Excellency,' most respectfully, whctlier such 
conduct should not be brought to the notice of the Commissioner at Canton, 
that such indignities may not be offered to officers of Her Majesty's service in 
the execution of their duties, those officers being fully authorized, and supported 
ill A manner to show they were so authorised. 

To prevent such wanton insolence in the interviews which afterwards took 
place, a guard of marines w^s sent, but although the Mandarin and his 
attendants were frightened into better behaviour, the same disposition to insult 
was erident. 

Referring to the first interview, Mr. Medhurst explained it was my 
imtruetioQS immediate steps should be taken to secure tlie culprits and their 
plunder, and if that was not done without delay, be was desired to add, that I 
waa prepared to take ulterior and severe measures, the consequences of which 
would remain upon the Mandarins' heads* This was promised, as well as that a 
proclamation should be issued to the inhabitants of Kowloon on the subject of 
these disgraceful attacks upon harmless and peaceful gentlemen. In the same 
evening some stones were produced covered with blood, which marked the 
locality of the place, and the parties concerned, and in an interview of the 
morning of the 11th, it was intimated that five of the assailants were in 
custody, and it was confidently affirmed the whole would be seized and the 
property recovered* in which case, that, and the depositions of the prisoners 
would be forwarded to me in Her Majesty's ship " Cleopatra." 

In the last interview which took place, and which was principally to desire 
the Mandarin should send for the ten prisoners, taken on the night of the 9th, 
with pikes, u|)on one of which were evident fresh marks of blood. (Thi^ he 
waa to do within a certain time, or the priscmcrs, with an account of liis conduct, 
would be forwarded to Canton.) Mr, Medhurst took the opportunity, by my 
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desire, of intimating to the Mandarin, tliat dissatisfied with his insolent and 
shnffling conduct, I shoidd send a steamer to his superior Mandarin near to 
Fo-tow-moon, and with an explanation of all that had occurred from him, 
demand an even more thorough satisfaction, 

Mr, Medhurst, however, was assured that all should be done, and an ofllcer 
having been sent for the prisoners by the specified time, as it appeared nothing 
further coidd then b6 gained by my presence, in the afternoon 1 weighed and 
proceeded to tins anchorage to await the course of events; indeed, the Mandarin, 
apparently disgusted at having been taken to task in his own garrison, had put 
on a dogged appearance, and it was perhaps better to let the matter rest so. 

I cannot conclude this despatch, which circumstances and explanations 
have drawn pnt to an unusual length, without bringing to your Excellency's 
notice the high sense I entertain of the firmness, good sense, and energetic 
discretion displayed by Mr. Medhurst throughout the whole of the business— 

Sinful, as it was to my officers and himself to boar the insults of the 
andarin and his rascally attendants. I have also to thank Mr, Lay for his 
ready attention. 

I am sure I need not mention to your Excellency the satisfaction I 
experienced at witnessing the alacrity and zeal of the officers and this slnp*s 
company undier Lieutenant Price in the cause of humanity. Almost the whole 
of the ship's company w^ere employed searching through the Peninsula of 
Kowloon, from 7 PiM. of the 9th, until nearly 8 a.m. of the 10th, through a 
most intricate country, intercepted by ravines and stone quarries. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) S. L. MASSIE, 

Captain of Her Majesty's ship ^^ Cleopatra^' 
and Senior Ojficer in China. 



Liclosure 2 in No. 84. 
Mr. Medhurst to Dr. Bowring. 



Sir, Chinese Secretary's Office, November 12, 1852. 

IN obedience to your Excellency's instructions, received at midnight of 
Tuesday, the 11th instant, I forthwitli embarked on board Her Majesty ^s ship 
** Cleopatra," to accompany Captain Massie to Kowloon, but being told that 
he should not leave the anchorage till break of day I returned ashore, and 
rejoined the ship between four and five o'clock the following morning, accom- 
panied by Mr. Horatio Lay, whose services your Excellency had likewise desired 
to be placed at Captain Massie's disposal, on account of his acquaintance with 
the official and local dialects. 

The vessel having anchored oft Kowloon about 9 A.M., I proceeded on 
shore, incompany with Lieutenant Price, for the purpose of communicating with 
the authorities regarding the murderous assault upon Lieutenant Do Lisle and 
Mr. Curling, and securing co-operation towards the discovery of the former 
gentleman, then reported to be missing. On our way to the beach we met Mr. 
May, Superintendent of Police, who informed us of Mr. De Lisle's safety; but 
thinking it advisable, nevertheless, to see the authorities, and not only urge 
them to apprehend the robbeys and recover the stolen property, but impress 
upon them likewise the necessity of preventing the recurrence of such outrages, 
wo proceeded towards the town. When we entered the gate of the Naval Coni- 
mandant's ofificial residence, which is situated within a small citadel, some 
attendants \ ac forward, and denied us admittance, on the plea of the absence 
of that officer ; telling us, at the same time, that there was a naval officer, 
styled Too-sze, left in charge of the g(irrison, whose residence was in the 
suburbs. Being aware that no other official residence existed in the place, we 
walked into the outer court, and requested the bystanders to procure seats, and 
^prise the Too-sze of bur pres€>nce. The attendants (mostly natives of 
Canton), instead of conducting us,, as is customary,, into the reception-room, 
w6ich is always ^separated froin the outer court by folding-doors, kent these 
closed, and cQmmenced Jeering at and ridiculing us^ placing first a kitchen- 
l^ei^ch before us, and when that was pushed asid^, substituting for it one broken 
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bamboo chair, which was thrown down with a joke that olicited a roar of lau^liler 
from the surrounding crowd. Finding them inclined to be thus insolent I 
assumed a more authoritative tone, whicli had tlie effect of bringing' tlie Tuo-sze 
to us. He appeared, however, in plain clothes, a mode oJ* reception so deroo-a. 
tory in the eyes of the Chinese to the visitor, that 1 was obliged to refuse"^ to 
have any communication with him until he appeared in proper costume He 
thereupon retired, and returned correctly dressed, the attendants still jokino* 
and laughing as before* Having been treated with so much rudeness this 
interview was necessarily occupied with angry discussion upon the nature of our 
reception; but before leaving I requested tlie officer to hasten to take the 
necessary steps for the apprehension of the thieves, and the recovery of the 
property, and^ to issue a proclamation forbidding similar outrages in future. 
This he promised to do, after repeated attempts to make light of the whole 
affair. I likewise asked him to send on board a written application for ten 
prisoners, whom Captain Massie had captured the previous night, during the 
search for Mr. De Lisle ; a suggestion with which he also promised at once to 
comply. 

In the evening of the same day wc paid a second visit to tlie shore, to 
ascertain what had been done. On this occasion the attendants received us in 
silence, but with a most annoying dilatoriness in producing cliairs, and obtainino^ 
for us the presence of the Too-sze. Upon his making his appearance, and being 
asked what had been done, he produced two chips of granite, besmeared with 
blood, which he said he had himself picked up, after a fatiguing walk on the peak 
of a hill, and which had thus afforded him a clue towards the identification of the 
spot where the attack took place. He had also, he assured me, dispatched 
spies to make inquiries. The description which he gave of the locality, 
however, made it evident that he had not, as he stated, examined it in person, and 
as he had failed lo forward tlic application for the prisoners in our hands, he was 
told that unless ho showed more readiness to assist us. Captain Massie would be 
under the necessity of taking stronger measures than any which had yet been 
adopted. Ho then begged that three days' grace might be allowed him, in 
order that if successful he might produce the culprits within that period, and he 
assured me that tlic letter for the prisoners was ready if I would receive it ; but, 
as it was evident that he had as yet done nothing, and as the letter proved to 
be addressed to the Police Magistrate of Hong Kong, I refused to accept it, 
and left him with a warning that his negligence should be represented in the 
strongest terms to Captain Massie, who would no doubt adoi)t other measures 
the following morning. 

In the forenoon of tlie ensuing day, no message having been received from 
the shore in the meanwhile, I suggested to Captain Massie the advisableness of 
having another interview with tlie officer, to inform him, that the slighting 
manner in vAnch our complaint had been entertained by him, had made it 
necessary for us to ignore him altogether as regarded the scijiure of the robbers, 
and despatcli a steamer to communicate with his senior officer at Ta-pang, and 
that as regarded the prisoners on board, it was requisite for him to fetch or send 
for them before noon of that day, on pain of their being delivered over his 
head to the supreme authorities at Canton. Cajjtain Massie having approved 
of my suggestion, we landed again, and proceeded to the same office as before. 
On thin occasion, however, they kept us standing in the sun so long, and my 
reiterated applications for the Too-sxe were so ineffectual, that 1 resolved to go 
in search of him myself, Taking a serjeant with me for protection, I walked into 
the adjoining room, where I supposed him to be, but not hnding him there, I 
proceeded without the city walls, to a mean shop, indicated to me as liis 
residence* After waiting a short time at tlie door, he made his .nppearancc 
ready dressed, and I thereupon reproaclicd him severely, in the presence of a 
crowd of people, for his increasingly uncourteous beliavionr, and required him 
to accompany me to the other office, which he sulkily did, After wc were 
seated, he informed me of his having effected the capture of five men concerned 
since our last visit whom, liowever, he had not, as he said, had leisure to 
examine. He also renewed the proffer of the letter before refused. As these 
five men had been taken the previous evening, and they had had abundant time 
to question them >\ith a view to recover the property, I delivered Captain 
Massie's message without further parley, adding, that any further exertions the 
Too-Bze might make, would, of course, be useful towards averting the necessity 
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of carrying cut his threats, the letter I agtain refused, desiring him to send an 
officer for the prisoners. We then returned on board, In the course of tlio 
forenoon an officer came alongside with a properly worded receipt for the ton 
prisoners, and they were delivered into his charge, \7e afterwards weighed, 
and came away. 

Since my return to Hong Kong I have learnt from authentic sources, that 
the Commandant Avas at Kowloon> during the whole of our stay in the hay : 
the fact of there having been no notice of his absence hung up at the gate (a 
formality always observed) confirms me in the belief, that he was actually in the 
back apartments during each of our interviews with his subordinate* I can only 
account for the really uncourteous reception given us, by the fact that the 
Chinese authorities in their intercourse with foreign officers, are ever ready, 
where they suppose the latter ignorant of their rules of etiquette, to receive 
them in a manner at once indicative of their own national superiority,.and calcu- 
lated to lower us in the estimation of their own people ; a propensity which has 
not been sufficiently checked in the case of the Kowloon officials, who, perhaps, 
have not been sufficiently informed of the rant or position of the persons with 
whom they have had to deal. This course they hoped to pursue unopposed in 
our case, and it was only by peremptory demands upon our part, that we suc- 
ceeded in procuring even the little attention that was at last unwillingly afforded, 
an attention scarcely worth the name, seeing that in every instance we were 
kept standing in the sun for some time to aAvait appearance of our host, and 
then seated in the outer court, where criminals are examined, both of these 
modes of reception thoroughly repugnant to Chinese ideas of courtesy. 

Li need only add, in conclusion, that Captain Massie treated both Mr. Lay 
and myself with the kindest consideration throughout, and afforded us every 
facility for promoting the object, in effecting which we were sent by your 
Ext^ellency. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. H. MEDHURST; 



Inclosure 3 in TSo. 84. 
Br. Bowring to Captain MassHe. 



Sir, Hong Kong, Novcmher 13, 1852. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your despatch of yesterday's date, 
and congratulate you on the result of the visit of Her Majesty's ship 
*^ Cleopatra*' to Kowloon* t shall send a copy of your communication to Her 
Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 

Ihegyou will accept yourself, and convey to Lieutenant Price and the 
officers and ship?s company, who so My seconded your efforts, my thanks for 
the energy and prudence which have been exhibited on this occasion. 

With reference to your suggestion that I should address his Excellency the 
Imperial Commissioner, on the subject of the indignities to which the officers 
in Her Majesty^s service have been subjected, I am disposed to think, in the 
present state of our relations with the Chinese, that I shall better consult the 
Queen*fl dignity by refraining from sending to the high authorities an official 
complaint of the rudeness of a petty functionary and his surrounding attendants, 
who have already received a lesson which may teach them better manners for 
the future. 

I have, &c* 
(Signed) JOHif BOWRING, 






Tnclosure 4 in ifo, 84, 

Mr, Medhurst to Dr. Bowring. 

^ir, Chinese Secretary s OJIce, November 19, 1852, 

IN obedience to your Excellency's iust ructions I accompanied Captain 
Fislibourne in Her Majesty's steamer ^aiermes/* to procure an interview ^Yitll 
the Brigadier in command of the Tapang Brigade, cither at his residence at 
Kowloon, or at his head-quarters in the city of Tapang* in Bias Bay, for the 
purpose of ascertaining from him what steps had been taken towards affording 
proper redress for the robbery committed upon Messrs. Curling and De Lisle. 

"We found the Brigadier at Ko^vloon, where he gave us a ceremonious and 
very courteous reception. He informed us tliat five of the robbers had actually 
been apprehended, one of whom, he said, had confessed to having been a party 
to the robbery, and assault, and he offered us a copy of the depositions taken ; 
the stolen property, he told us, had not as yet been recovered, although he had 
spared no pains to secure it; he Avas very sanguine nevertheless of eventually 
being able to trace it. AVhen reminded of the unconrteous manner in which 
the former deputation had been received by his subordinate, he apologised again 
and again for the offence, and begged that it might be overlooked ; but as his 
verbal excuses were not deemed a sufficient reparation, he was requested to 
send an official written apology to Captain Massie's address, on board, before 
the evening, which he promised faithfully to do. The depositions we declined, 
with a suggestion that they should be conveyed in an official letter to the same 
address. 

In "the afternoon he sent, by an officer, a private note of apology inclosed 
in an official envelope; and another note conveying the depositions to my 
address ; these we returned at once, accompanied by a repetition of our demand. 
In the evening the officer returned with two official letters as requested, but as 
neither of them i)roved to be satisfactory, I proceeded (with Captain Fishbourne-s 
assent), on shore myself, accompanied by Lieutenant Price of the *'* Cleopatrca,*' 
and Mr. Lay, to dictate the form of letter required. This the Brigadier allowed 
us. to do, and attached his seals to two letters which were written under our 
supervision. Having succeeded in securing these, we returned on board, and 
Captain Fislibourne then weighed and came away. The Brigadier at parting 
a^ured us that he would exert himself to the utmost to recover the stolen 
property as speedily as possible, but he declined to give us a more definite 
promise, not being sufficiently certain of success to warrant him in doing so. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. H. MEDHUEST. 
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No. 85. 

Lord J". Russell to Sir G* Bonham. 

(Extracts) Foreign Office, January 20, 1863. 

r HAVE to acquaint you that Her Majesty's Government approve of the 
steps taken by Dr, Bowring, as reported in his'dcspatch of the 13th of November, 
with reference to the attack made on Lieutenant Dc Lisle and Mr. Curling 
by some Chinese vagabonds at Kowloon. 



No, 86, 

Acting Consul Elmslie to Mr. Hammond.— {Received August 14.) 

Sir,. Canton, June 19, 1854, 

HER.Majesty's Plenipotentiary being absent from Hong Kong, I think it 
my diaty to communicate to you, for the information of Her Majesty's Secretary 
of! State for Fomim Affairs, the details of a late occurrence^ of which exaggerated 
^ 2 E 2 
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or untrue accounts might otherwise reach the Foreign Office, This was the 
abduction of a British subject by a party of Chinese claiming a sum of money 
from him ; who, after a confinement of a few hours* duration, was released 
through tlie intervention of the Chinese authorities. 

The particulars of the case were briefly as follows : — 
Mr. Seth, an Armenian of Bombay (the object of the outrage)^ had, about 
the 29th March, agreed with a certain Chinese broker to provide within a 
fortnight a vessel for the conveyance of 400 emigrants to California ; and as 
bargain money he had received 1 ,000 dollars, for which he gave an acquittance. 
Being unable to fulfil the contract, the broker demanded restitution of the 
bargain-money, which Mr, Seth promised to refund on his receipt being delivered 
back to him, but the broker failed to produce the receipt. Mr. Seth maintains 
that no further application was made tor the money, and that the matter there 
rested : but I believe he afterwards, at various intervals, promised, if some 
delay w^ere granted him, to procure a vessel for the original purpose of the 
contract. 

On the 15th mstant, the broker, named Chow Keao-shing. was seen to run 
into Mr. Seth's house pursued by a mob of Chinese. He entered u room in the 
lower part of the house, the door of which was immediately bolted ; when the 
mob, supposing he was intentionally concealed, rushed up stairs into Mr. Sethis 
office and took possession of it, creating a great disturbance. Mr. Seth, after 
some time, dispatched a messenger with a letter to mo, requesting that I would 
afford him protection ; and I accordingly sent Mr. Morrison to inquire into the 
matter. He informed the leaders that if they had any complaint against 
Mr. Seth, they would obtain justice by a proper application at the British Con- 
sulate; and making a memorandum o^ their statements, he, after a short parley, 
succeeded in dispersing them. 

The various ])avties, with the exception of the broker, attended before mc 
the next morning at 1 1 o'clock, when I ascertained that the persons who now 
brought the complaint, were the real contractors with the emigrants for providing 
a vessel ; but that, being ignorant of the English language and strangers in 
Canton, they had engciged the broker Chow Keao-shing as their agent. 

The emigrants had parted with all their eftects in preparation for depai tnve, 
at the time first stipulated for ; and had paid certain advances to the persons 
undertaking to secure their passage, repayment of which they now claimed. 
Mr. Seth declared that he was unacquainted with the parties present ; that he 
had received the 1,000 dollars from the agent Chow Keao-shing, and had given 
the receipt to him on the document containing the agreement. The complainant 
admitted that this had come into his possession ; but he had destroyed it on 
suspicion of its being invalid. 

It subsequently transpired that Chow Keao-shing had absconded during the 
previous day, but 1 was then ignorant of the circumstance ; and as his evidence 
was necessarj», I directed the principal plaintiff to accompany the messenger of 
the Cotisulate sent to summon him ; and at the same time I permitted Mn Seth 
to leave the Consulate till again required* , Within a few minutes afterwards, an 
American gentleman came to the Consulate and informed me that he had seen 
Mr. Seth being dragged away from the factories by about twenty-five Chinese ; 
the five or six so-called soldiers stationed at the entrance gate of the factories not 
attempting to i*escue him, and the shopkeepers in the street through which he 
was taken shutting their doors. The gentleman himself being single-handed, 
could not render effective assistance ; but his residence was close by, and he sent 
servants to follow the party and ascertain the place to which Mr. Seth was 
carried. The latter has since informed me that he was hustled along and 
frequently tlu'own to the ground, until, atter proceeding a nnle and-a-half, he and 
his conductors arrived at a small house, situated in a narrow and tortuous lane in 
a secluded part of the suburbs immediately under the city wall. 

On learning the facts above-mentioned, I at once sent intimation of them 
by a messenger to the nearest police office (that of the sub*magistrate of the 
district), and then wrote to the District Magistrate requesting him to adopt the 
proper steps for Mr. Seth*s release, and also to the Imperial Commissioner 
mforraing his Excellency of the circumstances of his capture. Having learnt 
l)efore the letters were closed the place of Mr. Seth's confinement, I was enabled 
to indicate it to those officers. My messenger who had been dispatched to 
ascertain the state of affairs and afford any possible assistance, reported that the 
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lane and all the approaches to it wove filled witli a voeirerous evowd, and tha*- 
the shops in the neighbouvhood were closed, and the street barricades put up, so 
as to leave a passage for the exit of the mob only at one jjoint The messeno-er 
xyas not adnjitted to the house, but was driven away with a threat that if lie 
remained, he likewise sliould be put in coniinemenr. Mn >Seth's servants, 
ho\yever, were allowed access to him» and they discovered that lie Avas not 
subjected to any maltreatment. Under these ch'cumstances I considered it 
unadvisable^ for any foreigner to interl'ere, lest excitement might be produced 
which should result in greater mischief. 

The day advancing, and as I could not learn precisely what steps the 
authorities proposed to take, at 3 p.m. I wrote to request a visit from the 
District Magistrate, intending to propose to him to proceed with Mr. Morrison 
to the place of Mr. Seth's confincruent, and try the effect of his authority and 
persuasion. He was then in attendance at the Governor- GcncraFs, and as by 
5 VM. he had not arrived at the Consulate, Mr. Morrison started, accompanied 
by a Chinese to communicate with the people in the local dialect, and I sent 
another verbal message to the magistrate requesting him to go direct to meet 
him. 

At a short distance from the place, Mr. Morrison met Mr. Seth escorted by 
a party of police, and accompanied by a friend who had joined him a few 
minutes before his liberation. The crowd of the morning had by this time 
greatly decreased, and the police had with little difiiculty taken into custody 
Mr. Seth, together with his captors. Mr. Morrison followed them to the office 
of the sub-magistrate, situated in that neighbourhood, where the magistrate had 
already arrived. He requested Mr. Morrison to wait with Mr Seth till he should 
(in a different room) hold an inquiry into the matter. In about an hour he 
came to Mr. Morrison and delivered Mr. Seth into his charge, stating that he 
had not cou^pleted the investigation, and would write to the Consulate next day 
on the subject, communicating the result. I inclose a copy of tlic letter which I 
accordingly received from him. 

On the 17th instant I addressed letters to the Imperial Commissioner and 
District Magistrate, thanking them for the assistance they had aftbrded, and 
transmitting a detail of the circumstances of which I was cognizant. I stated 
that I would pay into the hands of the proper authority the one thousand dollars 
bargain-money, which I sliould require Mr, Seth to deposit in this office,, to 
dispose of as they might think proper, upon their informing me of the penalty 
to be inflicted upon the abductors, and the amount of compensation to be made 
to Mr. Seth for his illegal imprisonment. 

The occurrence caused considerable sensation amongst the foreign com- 
munity, especially in the early part of the day, when the result could not easily 
be foreseen. I communicated immediately with Commander Feilowes, of Her 
Majesty's sloop ** Comus," at this poi't, who was in readiness to send a party 
ashore should circumstances have unfortunately called fur such a step. It is a 
subject for extreme congmtulation that the matter was peaceably concluded, as 
in the present disposition of a large mass of the inhabitants, the consequences of 
any commotion might have been disastrous to an incalculable extent. Similar 
considerations may probably account for the comparative promptness with which 
the Chinese authorities effectively interfered ; for the disturbed state of the 
country occasions them, at this moment, much embarrassment. 

Were the employment of force at any time necessary for the protection of 
the foreign community, I cannot feel confident that there arc sufficient means at 
disposal to ensure perfect immunity from danger. 

To the means employed by ' myself for obtaining Mr. Seth's release, the 
United States' authorities added their representations to the officers of the Local 
Government upon the peril to which the foreign residents would be exposed if 
violent acts of a lawless mob were tolerated ; and many Chinese, whose interests 
were jeopardised by the chance of a disturbance, exerted themselves to obtain a 
quiet settlement, 

Mr. Seth, while in confinement, was sevcml times urged to give a bond for 
the amount claimed ; but he declined to do so on the grounds which dictated his 
refusal of the money in the first instance. 

The above statement of the facts of this unpleasant affair will enable the 
Earl of Clai'endon to form a judgment of the critical position in which the 
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British community at this port are situated, with respect to* the security of their 
persons and property. 

1 annex a copy of a letter received from Mr. Seth, submitting his compluint, 
with his claim, for indemnity. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ADAM W, ELMSLIE. 



Inclosm*e 1 in No. 86. 

The Pi^efect Le to Acting Consul Elmslic, 

(Translation.) 

EE, Brevet Prefect and Acting Chief Magistrate of the Nan-bae District, &c. 
makes a communication in reply. 

I beg to aclvnowledge the receipt of a letter from you, the Honourable 
Consul, stating that a person named Chin-tang-chuen had assembled a mob, and 
carried away Mr; Seth, a British subject, and requesting that I should dispatch a 
sufficient force of police to effect his rescue. 

Oh receipt of this letter; I sent out a party of police to search for the 
person named, and subsequently he was found; and Chin-tangrchuen being at 
the same time taken into custody, both were brought before me. 

Chin-tang-chuen, on being questioned, stated that Mr. Seth owed to the 
l)eople of his village 1 ,000 dollars, which had been paid him as bargain-money 
for a ship, and would not repay it; and that he besides harboured the agent 
Chow-keao-shing, and refused to give him up. The villagers had therefore 
carried Mr. Seth away, to discuss the affair wdth him. 

Mr. Seth being interrogated by the linguist Heu-lan, said that it was true 
he had received the bargain-money from Chin-tang-chuen, for the vessel ; but 
he had declined to repay it except to the agent Chow-keap-shing. 

It appeared, therefore, to me that both deponents concurred as to the fact 
of the debt ; but Chow-keao-shing has absconded, and it will be necessary to 
procure his appearance before deciding on the case. 

On Mn Seth*s whereabouts being discovered, I had him conveyed under 
escort to your office, and directed the Te-pao (head-man of the qparter) to detain 
Chin-tang-chuen for further examination. 

Before instituting other proceedings, I addi'ess you, the Honourable Consul, 
to inform you of what has already been done, 

Heenfung; 4th year, 5th month, 22hd day. (June 17, 18540 



Inclosure 2 in No* 86* 
Mr, Seth to Acting Cdn$ul Elmalie* 



Sir; (knton^June 17, 1854. 

AFTER leaving the Consulate yesterday noon, and on my way home, I 
was attacked just within three, or four yards of the hong gate of my hous ei 
considerable number of Chinese, headed by the four strangers,, also Chinese, 
unknown to me by name, but the same persons that I saw in the Consulate 
yesterday, and they dragged me most unmercifully through the Old China-street, 
andltben to the back streets, and took mc a long way down to. a narrow lane, 
wliere they Ipdged mc in a house, and kept close watch with the door closed, I 
continued in this miserable position — with my clothes wet by rain, and covered 
with dirt and filth, as they threw me down several times on their way — until 
iUx>ut 6 KM., when I was taken, out by the assistance of your good self,, as Her 
Biitannic Majesty^s Consul^ and by the instrumentality of the local authorities, 
and conveyed to a Mandarin Station, where a^ higher mandarin arrived, and; by 
assistanoe of Mr, Mv C. Morrison, I found my wayf to your bospitablcroof, and 
latterly home^ at about 8 o'clock in the evening. During: my shameful carriage^ 
I was plundered ot a gold ring forced out of my finger, which was very amiable 



and valuable to mc, and in case of its not Ibi-thcoming, I bet; you to claim 100 
dollars, and a silk umbrella valued 3 dollars. 

I liavo also to beg your assistance to have the four Chinese head ringleaders 
arrested and secured, and handed over to the authorities to undergo their trial 
and punishment, for the most unwarrantable, atrocious, and shameful acts 
committed in a broad daylight, and on a public highway. And 1 beg, in addition 
to this, to make a claim, through your kind assistance, a sum of J 0,000 dollars 
from the parties that have taken the law into their hands, and so sham.'fully 
discredited and treated mc, as compensation for the wrong done to my credit, 
person, and character, thereby causing great; injury to my present and future 
prospects in China and elsewhere, and driven inc to the utmost shameful 
position in life amongst my other foreign and Chinese acquaintances and 
dealers, with whom I have a good deal of business, cither directly and 
indirectly. 

And the last thins? I have to beg of you is, to persuade and compel the 
Chinese authorities to give you an indemnity of a large amount, say 25,000 
dollars, binding themselves and their subjects interested in my present atlairs, to 
keep peace for. a length of time, which I leave to your own judgment to name : 
if not, I suspect I shall very often be pnt to such unpleasant and dangerous 
circumstances, to the annoyance of the wliolc foreign community in Canton, and 
injury and consequences thereof, and especially I could not be considered safe 
out of doors, but what my life will be in danger. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) S. A. SETIL 



No. 87. 
Sir J. Botvring to the Earl of Clarendon. — {Received Seplemhor 18,) 

(Extract.) Shanghae, July G, 1854. 

MR, ACTING CONSUL ELMSLIE has sent mc the copy of a despatch 
addressed to Mr. Under-Secretary Hammond, dated the 19th ultimo, on the 
subject of violence committed on the person of Mr, Seth, a native of British 
India. 

Mr. ElmsHe does not inform me whether he proposes to take any, and what, 
ulterior measures in i*eference to this case, should the mandarins refuse to listen 
to his proposal of making a money compensation to Mr. Scth ; and I send to 
your Lordship copy of my letter to Mr. Elmslie, rcconunending much caution in 
his proceedings. 



Inclosure in No. 87. 
Sir J. Bowring to Acting Consul Elmsliv. 

Sir, Shanghacj Jidij C, 1854. 

I HAVE received your despatch dated 23rd June, in which you 
inform me that you have communicated directly with the Under-Secretary of 
State on the subject of an outrage committed on the person ol' Mr. Seth; and 
you send mc copy of your communication, and of Mr. Setlrs letter to yourself, 
m which he puts forward a claim of 10,000 dollars ** from the parties that have 
taken the law into their own hands," and requests you will *• persuade and 
compel " the Chinese authorities to give you an indemnity of 25,000 dollars to 
" keep the peace." 

You do not state what course you intend to pursue should the mandarins 
refute to make a money-compensation to Mr, Seth, but I doubt not you will \\m 
ftltthenecessity of much caution. 

It appears pretty clear that Mr. Seth got hold of 1,000 dollars from aChiuA 
man, which he did not return to him when he had failed to perform the contrao 
for which the money was paid. 

The contract was in itself an illegal one ; and, though Her Majesty's subject* 
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are entitled to every protection while engaged in tlie prosecution of tlieir lawful 
business, when honourably conducted, the amount and the character of our 
interference must be influenced by a consideration of the whole of the attendant 
circumstances. 

I am happy to observe, by your despatch of June 27, that the general state 
of Canton is satisfactory. 

I have, &c* 
(Signed) JOHN BOWRING. 



No. 88. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir J. Bowring. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 25, 1854. 

MR. ELMSLIE^S report respecting the violence committed at Canton on 
the person of Mr. Seth reached me some weeks ago ; and I have now to acquaiiit 
you that I approve of the instruction which you gave to Mr. Elmslie on that 
matter, and of \vhich a copy is inclosed in your despatch of the 6th of July. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) CLARENDON. 



No. 89. 
Sir J. Botvring to the Earl of Clarendon.*— {Received August 30.) 

(Extract.) Hong Kong, July 3, 1856. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copy of a despatch I have received from 
Mr. Consul Parkes, dated Canton* July 2, on the subject of an incendiary placard 
which has been circulated in that city ; and conveying copy of a communication 
Mr. Parkes had made to the Imperial Commissioner. 

As your Lordship will perceive by my reply, I have approved of Mr. Parkes' 
conduct in this matter. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 89. 

Consul Parkes to Sir J. Botvring. 
gjj. Canton, July 2, 1856. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency that, shortly after my 
arrival here, I heard of rumours being current among the Chinese that the 
foreiffners had again demanded entrance into the city of Canton, and that prepa- 
rations were being made at Hong Kong to enforce this demand, m the event ot 
the Governor-General refusing to admit it. . , . . u 

From the universality of these rumours, and other circumstances, there 
appeared grounds for the supposition that they liad been spread abroad, m the 
first instance, through the instrumentality of the authorities ; probably with the 
view of strengthening the latter in the sympathies of the people at a time when 
they seem to stand in need of their pecuniary and moral support. 

Some talk was heard as to enrolling volunteer corps, similar to those assem- 
bled in 1849, when it was understood that the British Government mtended to 
assert the right of entry, and foreigners passing through the streets were taunted 
with the futility of all their attempts, present or future, to secure the desired 
right. 
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The excitement this awukeacd, which had at no time ussumcd u serious 
aspect, appeared, liowever, to be subsiding, wliei). the day before yesterday, it 
came to my knowledge that a printed paper, menacing foreigners with death if 
they continued to extend their excursions into the country, was extensively 
circuiated in tlie city and suburbs; and, after satisfying myself, by inquiries in 
various directions, that such was the case, 1 thought I could not omit to bring it 
to the notice of the Imperial Connnissioncr. 1 therefore addressed him the 
inclosed letter, giving cover to one of these obnoxious documents, copy of which 
I ribw forward to ydiir Excellency. 

I did not think it necessary to make any allusion to the excursions therein 
declaimed against, as the right of foreigners to the enjoyment of this freedom 
should not admit of question, and has been safely and temperately exercised, 
without let or hindrance, for some tiuie past ; and, from all I can glean on the 
subject, I am led to believe that this public expression of hostility proceeds 
rather from the Government than the people, and is chiefly to be deprecated as 
tending to awaken old feelings of animosity, which the lapse of time and the 
altered; circumstances of the country appeared to have, in a great measure, 
allayed. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HARRY S. PARKES. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 89. 

(Translation;) 

THE absence of interruption to the peace of the country is of the same 
vital importance, in our opinion, as the maintenance of regularity in the 
avocations of its inhabitants. We now call public attention to the Yact, that 
in the province of Canton, from the earliest to the present times, barbarians 
have never been allowed to go into the villages. Recently, however, a set of 
unprincipled vagabonds have been met with, who, without any fear of shame 
or exposure, carry on a secret intercourse with the barbarian dogs, and combine 
with them in a number of ways for working out their crafty schemes. Night 
m\ day we see them entering the villages, and occasioning so much trouble by 
their irregularities, that gods and men must unite in detestation of their 
practices. To judge of the extent of the evil to which our provincial metropolis 
lii thus exposed, we have only to look to Shanghae and Hong Kong, and take 
note of the iniquities that are there committed. 

Hereafter, therefore, whenever any barbarian dogs come within our limits, 
we ought, by calling together our families, to maintain the dignity of our city 
(or province), and, bravely rushing ui)on them, kill every one. Thus may wc, 
in the first pkcc, appease the anger of Heaven, in the second give evidence of 
our loyalty and patriotism, and in the third restore peace and quiet to our 
homes. How great would be the happiness >ve should thus secure ! 



Inclosure 3 in No. 89* 
CornvX Parkes to the hnpeml Commissioner. 

Canton t Mij I, 1856» 
I HAVE learned that a printed paper in the form of a hand-bill, containing 
menacing language against foreigners in general, has been extensively circulated 
during the last few days, in the sti»ects of this city. A vulgar vaunt of this 
dcficriptibn can only be viewed with utter contempt by the parties against whom 
it is d&ected^but the local authorities cannot mark too strongly their disapproval 
of behaviour so extremely lawless, since it is calculated, by exciting the minds of 
the ill-disposed^ to provoke a collision on some future occasion. 

I consider it my duty, therefore, to bring this paper, copy of which I beg to 

2 F 
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forward herewith, to the notice of your Excellency, and to request that the subordi- 
nate authorities may receive from your Excellency directions to put a stop to this 
flagrant offence ; such a course being requisite to preserve, in the first place, the 
reputation of the Chinese Government, to avert from it, in the second place, the 
danger that might otherwise ensue, and, in the third place, to enable the local 
authorities to acquit themselves of the responsibiUties and the duties of their 
position. 

I have, &c, 
(Signed) HARRY S. PARKES. 



Inclosure 4 in No. 89. 

Sir J. Bowring to Consul Parkes. 

Sir, Hong Kong^ My 3, 1856. 

I HAVE received your despatch dated yesterday, bringing me copy of an 
anonymous incendiary placard, which has been circulated in the streets of Canton, 
menacing the lives of foreigners who may visit the neighbouring villages. 

I quite approve of the communication you have made in consequence to the 
Imperial Commissioner, and wait with some anxiety his reply, in order to 
determine whether it is desirable I should make any representation or take any 
further measures in this matter. 

It would be important, if possible, to ascertain with whom the offensive 
document originated, and by what agency it has been circulated, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN BOWRING. 



No. 90. 

Sir Jl Bowring to the Earl of Clarendon. — {Received August 30.) 

My Lord, Hong Kong^ July 8, 18.56. 

REFERRING to my despatch dated 3rd instant, I have now to forward 
a further communication from Mr. Consul Parkes, containing evidence of 
the ill-will which has been excited among the vagabond Cantonese by the 
publication of the incendiary placard to which my despatch referred, I approve 
of the energetic remonstrance of Mr. Parkes to the Lnperial Commissioner, and 
am glad to learn that the local magistrate is instituting an inquiry for the 
purpoi*e of discovering who attacked Slessrs. Johnson and Whittall, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN BOWRING. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 90. 
Consul Parhes to Sir J. Bowring. 



Sir, Canton^ July 5» 1856. 

I HAVE the honour to state in reply to your Excellency's despatch of 
the 3rd instant, that careful and protracted inquiry brings me little additional 
information respecting the authorship of the late placard. It has been suggested 
to me by several Chinese, that it may have emanated from a commission of the 
gentry, elected among themselves, with the approval of the Government, for the 
enrolment and drill of volunteer corps. Other grounds, I think, exist for 
supposing it to have proceeded from Ihe inhabitants of the Great West street, the 
route usually taken oy foreigners on their riding excursions to the back of the 
city. To these excursions the people of this quarter are said to object, and it 
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would only be following a native mode of proceeding for ihcni to give expression 
to their objections or their threats in the names of other persons, or to incite the 
inhabitants of the villages to which these exomvsioiis are taken to join them 
in their schemes of hostility. 

If it did not originate with the Govei'nment, ns is also not uncommonlv 
believed, the local authorities appear to have talcen no steps for the suppression 
of this inflammatory placard, or the attendant excitement ; but at present I do 




accompanying afhdavit of the parties assailed. The affray, I should observe, took 
place in the quarter of the town above-mentioned, and thoui^h neither of tlie 
gentlemen sustained injury, I thought the outrage, viewed in connection with 

frevious circumstances, called for no milder tone of remonstrance than that which 
adopted in the inclosed letter to the Imperial Commissioner. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HARRY S. PARKES, 



Inclosure 2 in No. 90. 

Affid(ivUb\ 

FRANCIS BULKELEY JOHNSON, duly sworn, states : 
On the afternoon of the 2nd instant I was riding out with Mr. James 
Whittall. We went a little way beyond Sam-yuen-lec. VVc met with no moles- 
tation going, but on our return, as we were riding down the Long Street, ^vhich 
is a continuation of Curiosity Street (Te-sze-poo), and, as it was getting rather 
dark, wc observed the people much more uncivil than they usually have been 
of late. When we were a little on this side of the West Gate, I was struck with 
a stone, on the back. The stone was held by the man, in liis hand, and only 
dropped afler the blow was given. I turned round sharp on tlie man, but he 
ran away, up a street or lane, and disappeared, so that I could not get hold of 
him. During the rest of our ride we were hooted at, and pelted with stones 
and bricks, at various times, until we arrived at the factories. We were riding 
slowly, at a walking pace^ We injured no one during the ride, and gave no 
offence to any one. 

(Signed) F. B, JOHNSON. 

Sworn before me, at the British Consulate, Canton, this 4tli day of July, 
1856. 

(Signed) Charles A, Winch esteu, VicC'^ComuL 



JAMES WHIITALL, duly sworn, states: 

I wa» riding out with Mr. F, B. Johnson j when on this side of the West 
Gate he said to me, ** I have been struck witli a stone/' I was riding first 

I had previously noticed a good deal of ill-feeling on tlie part of the j)cople. 
Willie I was speaking to Mr. Johnson about what had occurred, a second bj'ick 
W88 flung at me, which fell in front of my pony. As we continued our ride 
horae, several more stones were flung at us, and the people hooted and cried at 
us. We were ridinff quite inoftensively, at a walking pace, and troubled no one. 

(Signed) JAS. WUriTALL 

Sworn before me, at the British Consulate, Canton, this 4th day of July, 
1856. 

(Signed) Chahlis A. Winchkstbr, Vice^ComuL 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 90^ 
Consul Parlces: to the Impeml Commismner* 

Canton, July 4, 1856. 

THE British merchants Johnson and Whittall have formally represented 
to me that, on the afternoon of the 2nd instant, they took one of their usual rides 
in the direction of San*yuen-lee, outside the north gate of the city, and met with 
no molestation either on going or returning, until it began to grow dusk, and 
they had arrived T\^ithin the Te*sze-poo (the fourth ward near the west gate), on 
their way home, when they noticed that the people were much more uncivil 
than they have usually been of late, and one main among thein, grasping a stone 
in his handj stmck Johnson with it in the back, but avoided ieurrest by imme- 
diately escaping. The said gentlemen were riding at the time only at a walking, 
pace : the people continued to pelt them with stones and bricks, and to hoot at 
them until they reached the factories. 

In bringing this unprovoked attack to the notice of your Excellency I have 
to state my conviction that the ill-will whicli occasioned it, has been awakened by 
the very reprehensible placard which I forwarded to your Excellency in my letter 
of the 1st instant, and greatly, indeed, do 1 regret that the fears I then expressed 
should so soon have proved well founded ; that the authorities should have 
apparently lent their sanction to so wrong and dangerous a proceeding by 
permitting the sale of the placard in the public streets. As far as I have been 
able to learn, the people in the villages know nothing of its haying been issued, 
and it is only the inhabitants of this city and suburbs that commit the acts of 
violence of which I now complain. 

If these are to continue, and foreigners should defend themselves, as they 
cannot be expected to avoid doing, when thus assailed, where are these evils to 
end ? Will the Chinese Government, bound both by Treaties and by their 
obligations as the constituted authorities of the coutitiry, protect them, or are 
foreigners themselves to devise means for their safety ? 

The measures winch your Exceliency sees fii to adopt in reference to the 
two complaints t have now had to submit to you, may c^fford a solution of this 
inquiry. 

It cannot be difficult for your Excellency, with the powerful means at your 
disposal, to trace the offenders in both these instances, ancl prevent a repetition of 
such offences ; and I need not add, that the exercise of good faith on your 
Excellency's part will be most cordially appreciated by his Excellency Her 
Majesty^s Plenipotentiary, to whom it is n)y duty to report these particulars, 

I bave^ &c^ 
(Signed) HARRY S, PARKES, 



No*91- 

'The Ea,rl of Clarendon to Sir XBouning. 

Sir^ Foreign Office^ September 8, 1856, 

I HAVE to instruct yon to convey to Mr. Parkes iny approval of the 
letters which he addressed to the Imperial Commissioneri and of which copies 
arc inclosed in your despatches of the 3itl and 9th of July last, upon tl^e subject 
of the incendiary placard which had been circulated m Canton, tending to 
exasperate the Cantonese against foreigners. 

I am^ &c. 
(Signed) CLARENDON. 
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No, 92. 
Sir J*. Bowring to the Earl of Clarcndoiu~{Recewe(l September 15.) 

Mv Lord, Hong Kong, July 17, ISoG. 

I HAVE to report to your Lordship that Mr. Cunningham, a cKizen of 
the United States, has died in consoc|aence of a wound received in a riot which 
took place at Foo-chow on the 3rd instant. Particulars oF the event ^vill be 
found in the despatch, dated 4th instant^ I'rom Mr. Vice-Consul Hale, of which I 
inclose a coi)y, as well as of my reply. 

Mr. Consul Medhiu^st was absent at Shangliae wlien this .sad event 
occurred. 1 am happy to say he has now returned to his po?t, and writes to nie 
that his health is greatly improved ; so tliat I hope he will no longer wish to 
leave China for the present. 

Your Lordship will observe that I quite concur with Mr. Vicc-Consul Hale 
in his opinion as to the dangers to the public peace, and to the interests of 
commerce, which are associated with the presence of the lawless population of 
Canton wherever they introduce themselves. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN BOWRING. 



'//. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 92. 
Vice-Consul Hale to Sir J. Bowring. 



gij. FoO'choW'foo^ July 4, 1850, 

IN the absence of Mr. Consul Mcdhurst it is my painful duty to report to 
your Excelleticy the particulars of a most lanientable allray whicli took place 
yesterday afternoon at Nan^mc, and in which Mr. Cunningham, a citizen of the 
United States, received his mortal wound, under the following distressing 
circumstances: — 

Whilst Messrs. Augustine Heard and Co., an American (n-m established at 
this port, were removing fm-niture, &c., to their new bungalow, a few potatoes 
were dropped on the road from one of the pacicagcs, which a Foo-ch: w lad 
picked up, and was carrying them away, wlien a Canton man belonging to 
Messrs. A. Heard and Co/s hong, and the private servant of Mr. Cunningham, 
struck the boy and secured him by the tail. The lad explained that '' he had 
picked them up. and did not steal them/* The Canton man, however, kept 
hold of him, and was dragging him to the hong, when the inhabitants made a 
rush and rescued the lad. the Canton boy made for Messrs. A. Heard and 
Co/s house, and again came out armed with a double sword. The crowd, scemg 
this, retired, pui^sued by the Canton boy, who seized the first man he iound 
running. This person, with his uncle, were in a necessary house, and hcarmg 
the rush and disturbance attempted to get out of the way, but the Canton man 
dragged the nephew into Messrs. A, Heard and Co.'s house. loUowed by his 
uncle; who represented that tlicy were both peaceful citizens and wore m no way 
concerned with the disturbance, and prayed the release of his ncphcNS'.^ I ho 
Canton man, however, likewise seized the uncle, and had them both tied in the 
house. The mob outside cried out at the injustice, and, arnung tliemsclvcs, 
made a rush to rescue these two men, when the Canton man took up a double- 
barrelled gun and advanced outside the gate; the crowd rctu'cd bclorc him; he 
fired, and wounded two men ; the crowd thereupon immediately turned, Imdmg 
that the musket was discharged, surrounded and seized him, at the same time 
severely beat him. , ^, ., . . ^,, n 

Somewhere about this time, Mr. Comstock, the ^If ^^l^"* l^'^^'^^f ^ ^ 
Messrs. A. Heard and Co., passed by, and observing the Canton l^/>y f"~ 
to bis hong being maltreated, went to inquire the cause, and placing his hand on 
one of the ringleader^s shoulders, asked him to desist and let the l^oy go free 
wliereupon Mr. Comstock was knocked down, and on nsmg was If ^9^^^^^^^^^ 
a second time ; he then appears to have thought it prudent to make his escape 
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from an infuriated mob, and took to his heels^ amidst t)ic yells, and shouts, and 
pelting of the surrounding people, and made the best of his way to the United 
States' Consul to seek redress. 

In the meanwhile, notice having been conveyed to Mr, Cunninghau\ that 
his servant had been taken by the mob, he seized his revolver and ran to the 
spot, followed a short time utter by Mr. Vaughan, a tea*taster to the same hong, 
who, on reaching the place, found Mr. Cunningham prostrate on the ground, with 
a severe stab in his side, and surrounded by many of the mob, who were beating 
him over the abdomen with heavy bamboos. Mr. Vaughan then drew his sword- 
cane and made a thrust at one man ; he then made a point at another, when the 
sword broke short oft* at the hilt; this, however, was sufficient to rescue 
Mr. Cunningham, who, getting up, ran towards the gate of the new bungalow 
(about sixty yards froni where he was wounded), but just before reaching the 
door he fell to the ground from loss of blood, and was carried into the hong by 
Mr. Vaughan and others. 

At this time all the shops in the neighbourhood were closed ; and at 
3 o^clock P.M., Mr. Jones, the United States' Consul, returned with Mr. Comstock, 
accompanied by several American citizens, who were armed with rifles, revolvers, 
and cutlasses. Mr. Jones likewise enlisted into his service, without any reference 
to me or Captain Barnard, some few seamen who were lent for the purpose of 
decorating his rooms for the 4th July festivities, and to whom swords were 
supplied. At about ludf-past 3 o'clock, whilst sitting in my office, one of the 
seamen came into the room, stating that he was desired by Mr. Jones to present 
his compliments to me. and beg that I would immediately send him any 
assistance in my power, as he was in great danger : this was the first intimation 
I received of the matter. I immediately proceeded, in company with Captain 
Barnard and Mr. Gingell, to the scene of action, and Captain Barnard ordered 
his boat^s crew to supply themselves with sticks, and to accompany us. On 
arriving at the place we' found Mr. Jones standing on the spot where it is 
believed Mr. Cunningham was stabbed, as there was a large pool of blood close 
by. The street was kept clear for about 200 yards by some twelve or fifteen 
Americans, and four or five seamen of the " Racehorse'' without arms ; the mob 
numbering some hundreds, and in a very excited state. On inquiring 1 found 
that Mr. Jones had sent for the Hae-fang, who arrived in about half-an-hour 
after ourselves. He w^as told by the United States* Qonsul what had taken 
place, and that most ample redress would be required from the hands of the 
authorities, as one of his countrymen had been seriously wounded. 

Some marks of blood having been ti'aced to the gate of one of the temples 
in the immediate vicinity, the Americans, believing Mr. Cunningham's Canton 
servant-boy might possibly have been murdered and taken inside, as it was 
known that he had been seized by the mob, ttrged on Mr. Jones to have the 
gate opened. Many applications were made to the Hae-fang on the subject, but 
without effect ; at length some one saw through the chinks of the door what 
appeared to be two dead bodies stretched out. Mr. Jones gave ordei*s for the 
gate to be forced open, which was found to be strongly barricaded, and the two 
still bleeding bodies pi*esented a horrible spectacle, the one having been wounded 
with small shot, and the other, almost lifeless, with his head most frightfully 
disfigured. The whole matter was then left in the hands of the Chinese 
authorities for investigation, and all the foreigners present returned to their 
homes. 

It is now my sad duty to inform your Excellency that the w^ound received 
by Mr. Cunningham proved fatal last night, about ten hours after its infliction ; 
the poor fellow wished to be raised in his bed for a particular purpose, and in 
five minutes afterwards, being placed in a recumbent position, he died without 
pain and without a struggle, I presume from severe internal haemorrhage. This, 
of course, has cast a most melancholy gloom over the place. 

I do riot apprehend any further disturbance, but as there is still much 
excitement prevailing, and fearing that British subjects might, by their sympathy, 
mix themselves up in the affair, I deemed it prudent to circuliate the inclosed 
notification for their guidance, which, I trust, will receive your Excellency's 
approval ; and I am very thankful to report that this is purely an American 
afifair, and that no Englishman was present, or in any way implicated in the 
matter, excepting Mr. Vaughan, who is attached to an American firm, and who 
rescued Mr* Cunningham fh>m being killed on the spot. 
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I cannot close this despatch withont reference to the number of idle (.'anion 
vagabonds who are now settled ]'*oo-chow without employment ; and as tliese 
men are detested by the native.^ of the place, I venture to offer, as my huml)le 
opinion, that if some steps are not innnediiiLely tuktm for their rcnumd, ther- 
will be endless quarrels among the population, whieli will certainly endanger the 
safety of foreign property. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. HOWE HALE. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 92* 

Notification, 

British Consulate. Foo-chow-foOy July 4, 1856. 
AS much excitement continues among the native population, consequent 
on the lamented death of one of the foreign members of this community, which 
may occasion a further collision, Her Majcsly^s Vice-Consul in charge hei'cby 
notifies to all foreign residents at Foo-chow-foo, that the Commander of Her 
Britannic Majesty's naval force, stationed at this port, will protect them to the 
utmost of his powder. But at the same it is his duty to caution all British 
subjects that he cannot be responsible for any imdue interference on their part, 
which may embroil them, and trusts they will see the propriety of refraining 
from anv act that may lead to more melancholy consequences. 

(Signed) FRED. HOWE HALE, 

Vice- Consul in charge. 



Inclosure 3 in No. 92. 
Sir J* Bowring to Consul Medhurst, 



Sir, iiong Komj, July 17, 1856. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Vice- Consul Ilalc's despatch 
dated 4th instant, giving an account of the unhappy tumult during which 
Mr. Cunningham, a United States* citi/.cn, lost his life. 

I have to express my approval of the steps taken by Mn Hale, in reference 
to this unfortunate affair. 

My experience leads me quite to concur with Mi\ Ihile in opinion that the 
presence of the loose Cantonese population in all the ports is a source of danger 
and disorder, and I should be glad to find the authorities more alive to the perils 
which are associated with their presence. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN BOWlUiNG. 



No. 93. 
Sir J, Bowring to the Earl of Clarendon.'-(Received September 15.) 

My Lord, Hong Kong, July 19, 1856. 

SIR GEORGE BONHAM was instructed, in a despatch from the Foreign 
Office, dated 23rd October, 1851, to make inquiry into and report on the fote 
of a Roman Catholic missionary, named Schofiler, who was put to death by the 
numdarins in the Province of Tonquin, particulars of which were lorwarcled in 
despatch of 24th December, 1851. , -r. i tic* * 

Having received from the Procurcur.Gen6ral of the French Missions in 
China an account of the murder of a French missionary, named Clmpdelame, 
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in the Province of Kwang-so, Avhicli is immediately under the jurisdiction ol' the 
Imperial Commissioner at Canton, I have the honour to forward a copy of 
M, Ubois' letter for your Lordship's information. 

T have &c« 
(Signed) ' JOHN BOWllING. 



Inclosure in No, 93. 
Mr. Libois to Sir J. Bowring. 



Mon cher M. Bowring, Ilong Kong, 12 Jidllet, 1856. 

JE viens d*appiendre que M. Chapdelaine, missionnairc Frangais, de not re 
societe, a ete mis c\ niort Ic 29 Fevrier dernier, par le mandarin de Si-liUj hieii 
situe ^ i^ouest de Quang-si, pros des fronti^res du Yunnan* ArrStd le 24 Fevrier, 
il fut de suite conduit au tribunal: le mandarin commen9a par lui faire donnor 
100 soufflets avec unc semelle de cuir ; il lui ordonna ensuite de se coucher 
sur le ventre et lui fit appliquer 300 coups de rottin. Comme pendant ce double 
supplice, M. Chapdelaine n'avait profer^ aucune plainte, ni fait entendre aucun 
soupir, le mandiarin, attrihuant sa patience ii la magie,.fit egorger un chien et 
ordonna d'asperger de son sang le pauvre patient, pour romprc le pretendu 
charme. Le mandarin ayant appris le lendemain que M. Chapdelaine pouvait 
encore marcher, il ordonna de le frapj)er jusqu'i extinction de forces ; quand 
il fut bien constate qu'il ne pouvait plus se remuer, on lui mit une esp^ce de 
cangue h. ressort qui le tenait comme sous un pressoir; puis on le suspendit dans 
cet etat. Enfin, quand on le vit sur le point d'expirer, on le decapita. Sa tetc 
fut suspendue k un arbre, mais bientot les enfants la d^tachferent c\ coups de 
pierres, et elle fut devoree par les chiens et par les pourceaux. Pour le corps, 
les uns disent qu'il a it6 enterr^, d'autres quil a ^t6 jete a la voirie ; mais 
auparavant il fut ouvert pas les bourreaux pour en arracher le coeur ; ils ie 
coup&rent par morceaux, le firent cuire avecde lagraisse, puis ils s'en r^gal^rent. 
Deux des neophytes ont ete decapit^s avec lui, pour avoir refus6 de renbncer a 
leur religion; quartorze ou quinze autres^taieiit encore dans les prisons de 
cette ville a cause de leur religion. 

Vbilil, mon cher monsieur, comment s'observent les Traites en Chine, et 
comment se conduisent les chefs d!une nation que Fon entend quelquefois 
vanter comme Tune des plus policees du monde. 

Je suis, &c, 
(Signe) N. \\ LIBOIS. 

P,S. — Au depart du courrier, les rebelles commenyaient a se montrer du 
c6te de Si*lin, 



No. 94. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir J. Bowring. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 25, 1856. 

T HAVE received your despatch of July 17, and its inclosures, reporting 
the death of a citizen of the United States, from a wound received in a riot 
which took place in the streets of Foo*chow ; and I have to instruct you to 
convey to Mr. Vice-Consul Hale my approval of the steps which he took on that 
occasion, in order to prevent the undue interference of Biitish subjects in any 
further disturbances that might result therefrom. 

I am, &c* 
(Signed) CLARENDON, 
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No. 95. 
The Earl of Olurencbn to Sir X Bowring, 

Sir, Foreign Office, Scplemhcr 29, 185B. 

WITH reference to your despatch of the IDth of Jnlj^ last, I transmit to 
you, lierewith, for your inlbrmaiion, a copy of a desputch from Hor Majesty's 
Ambassador in Paris, stating tlmt the French Government are determined to 
exact ample reparation for the murder of M. Chapdelaine, a French missionary 

in China. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) CLARENDON. 



^ 



Inclosure in No. 95. 
Lord Cowley to the Earl of Clarendoiu 



(Extract.) Pam\ Septemher 28, 1856. 

IN the course of conversation, yesterday. Count WalcAvski alh.idcd to the 
murder of a French missionary in China. He said that the French Charg^ 
d'Affaires in China had stated his intention of taking up the matter very 
warmly— an intention whicli the Imperial Government highly approved. It was 
their firm determination to obtain ample reparation for this cruel murder, and, if 
the French Charge d*Affaires did not succeed by negotiation, and had not other 
sufficient means at his command, an expedition would be sent from hence. 
Nothing, however, would be settled before the arrival of the next mail from 
China, but in case measures of coercion were found to be necessary. Count 
Walewski did not doubt that both Her i\Iajesty*s Government and tlmt of the 
United States would join theui in avenging the slaughter of unoffending 
Christians. 



No. 90. 

Sir J. Bowring to the Earl of Clarendon.-^ (Received October 30.) 

My Lord, -^^"i? Kong, Septemher 3, 1856. 

REFERRING to my despatches of the 3rd and 8th of July respectively, 
I have the honour to forward copies of further correspondence with Mi'. Consul 
Parkes, on the subject of the issue of the incendiary placard, and the 
assault on two British subjects (Messrs. Johnson and Whittall), in the neigh- 
bourhood of the factories at Canton. Stones were thrown (an event of 
common occurrence, though much less common than formerly), but as no 
serious injury was inflicted, and as the placard complained of has been with- 
drawn, I have concurred with Mr. Parkes in thinking that no beneht would 
accrue from any further interposition. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN BOWRING. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 96. 
Consul Parkes to Sir J. Bowring. 
gjj, Canton, August 23, 1856. 

' I HAVE the honour to forward to your Excellency translation of a letter 
received by me from the Imperial Commissioner in answer to my rcprescn ations 
ofthe 1st and 4th of July, relative to the circulation oi an incendiary placard, 
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and the assault of Messrs, Johnson and Whittall, copies of wlilch have 
been submitted to your Excellency in my despatches of the Sad and 
5th July respectively. Bis l?xceUeney*s reasoning does not alter my opinion 
that the placard in question is not to be considered as an exhibition of a malevo- 
lent feeling on the part of the village population, as it emanated, in my belief, 
from parties in the city, on the occasion of the late rumour becoming current 
that the foreign Governments had it in contemplation to force an entry into the 
city. 

I have endeavoured in my reply to the Itnperial Commissioner, copy of 
which I also inclose, to refute his account of the authorship of the placard/ and 
to protest in terms which I trust your Excellency will consider the circumstances 
of the case deserves, against the unsatisfactory nature of his proceedings, but as 
all excitement on the subject seems to have died away, and the placard has been 
withdrawn from circulation, it appears to me scarcely necessary to appeal to 
your Excellency's intervention for more complete redress. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) HARRY S. PARKES. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 96. 
Commissioner Yeh to Consul Pai'kes^ 



(Translation.) 

YEH, Imperial High Commissioner, Governor-General of the Two Kwang 
Provinces, &c., makes this declaration in reply. 

On the 1st and 4th days of the 6th month (2nd and 5th July), I received 
the two statements addressed me by the Consul, with which, and the printed 
placard in one of theni> 1 made myself fully acquainted, and thereupon directed 
the local authorities to examine into and interdict (its circulation). 

In their i*eports made me upon the subject they state that your honourable 
countrymen in travelling to and fro between Hong Kong and Canton have 
hitherto invariably adopted the water passage ; but recently it has been stated 
that some foreigners have tmvelled overland by way of the north road. This 
road, the officers observe, is not frequented by foreigners, and the people of the 
villages thereabouts having never seen them cannot lay aside the doubts and 
fears which their presence occasions, and have, therefore, printed and published 
this placard. 

Such are the reports of the officers, and in connection therewith I (the 
Commissioner) learn that on the 1st day of the 5th month (3rd June) a foreign 
merchant rode out on horseback to San-yuen-lee, outside the north gate, and 
oh passing through Looking-Glass Street on his return, he happened to meet a 
workman from one of the shops, who being unable to get out of the way was 
trampled on by the horse and hurt* It is possible that this circumstance may 
Have l^d to the sale or distribution of the placard. 

I, the Gi*eat Minister, have already directed the local o-uthorities to discover 
the parties who cut the block, and I have also to call upon the Consul, as I do 
io this declaration, to make known among all the merchants and the people bn 
board the ships that in future they must travel as they formerly did by way of 
the water passage, and must not again commit the irregularity of taking the 
land route, which leads them into the north road, such a course being calculated 
to excite doubts and fears among the village population, which might, it is to be 
feared, occasion trouble at some future period. In this case, the Chinese 
Government have, indeed, rendered you efficient protection. I earncslly charge 
you to act in the above-mentioned manner, 

Hcen-fung, 6th year, 7th month, 28th day. (August 20, 1856.) 
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Tnclosurc 3 in No. 96. 
Consul Parhes to Commmioiier Yelu 

Sir, Canton, August 23, 1856. 

ON the 20th instant I received your Excellency*s declaration, acknow- 
ledging two representations 1 lately addressed you, the one under date 1st July 
bringing to your Excellency's notice the publication of an incendiary placard, 
menacing the lives of foreigners in this neighbourhood; the other reporting, on 
the 4th July, an unprovoked attack made by certain people armed with stones 
upon two oi' the English merchants of this community, wliile riding through the 
street kncw^n as Te-szc-poo, near to the West Gate. 

Your Excellency now informs me in the declaration under acknowledgment, 
that having inquired into the cases, you learn I'rom the reports made to you by 
the subordinate officers that ** British subjects, in travelling to and fro between 
Hong Kong, have hitherto invariably adopted the water passage, but recently it 
has been stated that some foreigners have travelled overland, by way of the 
^ north road.'* Your Excellency then goes on to observe, that *'on the 3rd June 
last a foreign merchant rode out on horseback to Sau-yuen-Ie, outside the North 
Gate, and on passing through Looking-glass Street on his return, he happened 
to meet a workman from one of the shops, who, being unable to get out of the 
way, was trampled on by the horse and hurt;'^ and the conclusion drawn by 
your Excellency is, that the placard may have liad its origin in the above circum- 
. stances. 

With reference to the cases thus adduced, I should remark that I have 
never heard of the joui'ney to Hong Kong being made by way of the north 
road ; and if your Excellency considers the position of Hong Kong, that it is an 
island situated in the outer waters, and lying to the south-east of (Aaiton, you 
will, I can scarcely doubt, at once perceive that it cannot be rcaeiied by persons 
travelling hence by land in a northerly direction, I may add that the placard is 
without any local allusion suggestive of the inference that it originated among 
the population of the villages on the north road. 

As to the unfortunate occurrence in Looking-glass Street, presuming this 
to be the same case that formed the subject of a correspondence between this 
office and the Pwan-yu Magistrate at the close of May, I have to observe that 
the misconduct on the part of the Ibreigner complained of, was wholly accidental, 
and not designed. Similar casualties are not of uncommon occurrence in great 
thoroughfares, as your Excellency is, I presume, aware. The sufferer was not 
seriously injured, and was at once taken to the hospital, where he remained until 
he recovered from the hurt, and on being sent away, received five dollars as a 
• gratuity* Hut if this treatment were insufficient to remove ail feelings of ill will 
in the case, it is clear from the accident having occurred in a street of the city, 
and not among the villagers, in wdiose name the placard is issued, that no con- 
nexion can have existed between the one and the other, 

1 am constrained to say, therefore, that these counter-statements, having 
reference to matters altogether distinct from the serious one on which I 
addressed your Excellency, have been furnished you, with the vie a o{ diverting 
attention from the real case at issue, and imparting to it a colouring not 
warranted by facts. 

Wherever there may exist,*on either side, grounds for complaint, either as 
ta foreigners passing in their journeys the limits assigned to tliera, or in any 
other matter, the provisions and penalties of the Treaties and Laws prescribe 
the course to be pursued, and the redress to be obtained. How, then, can the 
national authorities suifer their people to follow the bent of their own inclina* 
tions, when these prompt them to commit acts of violence and wrong ? In the 
matter -now complained of, the highly criminal language of the placard elicits 
from your Excellency no word of condemnation. You simply observe, that you 
have directed the local authorities to find out the parties who cut the blocks on 
which it was printed.— with what effect may be learned from the fact that eight 
weeks have elapsed without their being discovered ; and the stoning of two 
^ 2 G 2 
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British merchants is passed over by your Excellency without a single obser- 
vation. 

Can it be said that proceedings such as these constitute the efficient pro* 
tection which your Excellency, speaking in the name of the Chinese Government, 
states that you have herein rendered ? 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HARRY S, PARKES; 



Inclosure 4 in No. 96. 
Sir J. Bowring to Consul Parkes. 



Sir; Hong Kongy August 25, 1856. 

I HAVE received your despatch dated the 23rd instant, accompanying your 
correspondence with the Iniperial Commissioner, on the subject of the attack 
upon Messrs. Johnson and Whittal, I approve of the steps you have taken, 
and shall forward the correspondence to the Secretary of State ; and I agree 
with you that further interference on my part is scarcely necessary or desirable. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN BOWRING. 



No. 97. 
The Earl of Clarendon to Sir J. Bowring. 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 1, 1856. 

I HAVE received your despatch of the 3rd of September, inclosing copies 
of Mr. Parkes' correspondence res|}ecting the issue of an incendiary notification 
and the assault on Messrs. Johnson and Whittall, and I have to state to you 
that I approve of Mr. Parkes* proceedings, and of the opinion he has expressed 
that no benefit would result from any further interposition in this matter. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) CLARENDON. 



No. 98. 
Sir J. Bowring to the Earl of Clarendon* — {Received December 1.) 

(Extract.) Hong Kong, October 6, 1856.. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship copies of correspondence with 
Mr* Consul Parkes, on the subject of the arrest and conveyance to Canton of a 
missionaryi Mr. Burns, from a district beyond treaty limits^ in which he has 
lately been> engaged. 

Mr. Burns is a most zealous person; and having heard that it was his 
purpose to return to the district from which he has been just, sent away, I have 
thought it necessary tO' instruct Mr. Parkes to caution biin against so doing. 
The caution is all the more necessary from the disturbed state of the. locality. 



Indosure 1 in No. 98. 
Consul Parkcs to Sir J. Bowrhuj, 

Sir, Canton, Ocioher 6, 1856, 

I HAVE the honour io report that the Rev. Wm. C. Burns, known to have 
been lately apprehended by the authorities of Chaou-chow, whilst engai^ed in a 
missionarj^ tour in that department of this province, was liandcd over^to me by 
the Imperial Commissioner on the 30th xUtimo, the local authorities having in 
this instance pm'sued the course prescribed by Treaty, and forwarded Mr. Burns 
as a prisoner to Canton. On the following day, I received from the Imperial 
eommissioner the letter of which I herewith inclose translation, detaihn^ the 
circumstances under which Mr. Burns was apprehended, and simply requiring 
me to verify the account given by tiiat gentleman of his own proceedings, and to 
place him under some degree of restraint. 

^ The Imperial Commissioner has shown commendable moderation in not 
calling upon me to take more stringent notice of this infraction of the Treaty. 
Perhaps it is, that being satisfied of the harmless character of Mr. Burns* pur^ 
suits; his Excellency considers forty days' confinement, ten days of which were 
passed: at Chaou-chow, and thirty on the route thence to Canton, as a/ sufficient 
penalty for- the indiscretion; or it may be that his Excellency, having some 
knowledge of the liberty so long allowed by the local authorities of Chaou-chow 
to foreigners at Swatowv justly deems it anomalous to call for the punishment of 
Mr. Burns for breach of Treaty, when he knows his- own officers to be similarly 
implicated, but to a far higher degree. Not only is a foreign trade amounting 
annually to several millions of dollars, carried on openly at Swatow, as your 
Excellency is^ doubtless well aware, in vessels under all flags, which either lie in 
ordinary orvisit that port at will, but the local authorities have been known to 
seek, and. in more than one case, I believe, to obtain, the aid and alliance of these 
foreign visitors in their operations against insurgents or powerful marauders. 

Such being the case, it is almost surprising that the authorities of Chaou- 
chow should have considered themselves bound to incur the trouble and expense 
of forwarding Mr. Burns to Canton, instead of dismissing him with a caution not 
to appear again in that vicinity. 

From what Mr. Burns could gather during his confinement, it would appear 
that this was their fiirst intention, as they applied to certain native mcrcharjts at 
Swatow to give bail both for Mr. Burns and his Chinese associates ; and these 
merchants, with remarkable generosity, at once came forward with the security 
.required. Subsequently, however, this course was altered, by tlie advice, as 
Mr. Burns believes, of Wan, late Prefect of Kea-ying-chow, wlio is at present 
at Chaourchow waiting for employment, an officer already notorious to foreigners 
by the persecution he set on loot in August 1850, against the Christians in his 
district, but whose acts in this respect were repudiated by the Imperial Commis- 
sioner Seu, at the instance of the French Minister. 

Mr. Burns was arrested on the 19th August, but did not leave Chaou-chow 
until the 1st of September. The route traversed in his way to Canton lay up 
the Han river, across Chaou-chow and Kea-ying departments to that of Shwuy- 
chow, and down the East river to Canton ; a more direct road which passes 
through the latter department only, not being considered practicable, on account 
of the disturbed state of the country. 

The inconvenient consequences of this expedition will. I think, effectually 
deter Mr. Burns, as he himself indeed assures me, from visiting large cities in 
future. He had no intention, he informs me, of staying at Chaou-chow ; it 
happened to lay in the route he was i}ursuing, and he was arrested almost on 
the moment of arriving under its walls. 

I beg to inclose copy of the reply which I forwarded on the 3rd instant to 
the letter of the Imperial Commissioner; and, considering that under the 
circumstances I should be justified in making some appeal in favour of the 
two native colpoi*tcurs who* accompanied Mr. Burns, I applied for their release, 
and have this morning received the inclosed acknowledgment from the Imperial 
Commissioner, which gives, I am glad to say, promise of their liberation without 
the imposition of any punishment. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HARRY S. PARKES. 
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Inclosure 2 in No» 98, 

Commissioner Yeh to Consul Parkes. 

(Translation.) 

YEH, High Imperial Gommissioner, Governor-General of the Two Kwang 
Provinces, &c., addresses this declaration to H. S. Parkes, Esquire, Her Britannic 
Majesty*s Consul at Canton. 

I have before me an official report from Wang-ching, Chief Magistrate of 
the district of Hae-yang, in the department of Chaou-chow, which contains the 
following statements : — 

It being the duty of your subordinate to act with Lc-seuen-fong, the Major 
commanding at this city (Chaou-chow), in the inspection of the defences of the 
place, we suddenly observed, whilst engaged in this service, three persons seated 
in a boat on the river, whose appearance Imd something in it that was unusual. 
We found in their boat, and took possession of, seven volumes of foreign books, 
.and three sheet tracts ; but these were the only things they had with them. 
On. examining the men themselves, we observed that they all of them liad 
shaven heads, and wore their hair plaited in a queue, and were dressed in 
Chinese costume. The face of one of them, however, had rather a strange look ; 
his speech in respect to tone and mode of expression being not very similar to 
that of the Chinese. We, therefore, interrogated him carefully, w^hereupon he 
stated to us that his true name was Pin-wei-lin (William Burns) ; that he was an 
Englishman, aged 42 years, and, as a teacher of the religion of Jesus, had 
been for some time past engaged in exhorting his fellow-men to do good deeds. 
In 1847, he left his native land and travelled to China, and took up his residence 
first at Victoria, where he lived two years, and aiterwards m the foreign factories 
at Canton, where he remained for more than one* Subsequently, he visited 
Shanghae, Araoy, and other places, and there spent several years ; wherever he 
went he made himself acquainted with the languages of the Chinese, and by this 
means he delivered his exhortations to the people, and explained to thcin the 
books of Jesus, but without receiving from any one the least remumeration. 
In 1854 he embarked in a steamer from Amoy, on a visit to his native home ; 
and in December 1855, joined himself to one of his countrymen, surnamed Tae, 
who was going to Shanghae to trade. ** I accompanied him tinther,** said 
Burns, ** hi his vessel ; but from Shanghae, Tae returned home again, whilst I 
remained there and engaged myself in the distribution of Christian books. In 
the 6th month of the present year (July) I left Shanghae, and took passage in 
a forcign sailing-vessel to Shan-tow (Swa-tow), in the district of Ching-hae. 
There I fell in on the 12th day of the 7th month (August 12) with Le-a-yuen 
and Chin-a-seun, the two Chinese who have now been seized with me. I called 
upon them to be my gnides, and we proceeded in company to Yen-fan, and from 
thence cartie on to this city, where we had it in comtcmplation to distribute 
some of our books. Scarcely, however, had we arrived at the river *s bank oil 
the I9th day of the 7th month (19th August), when to our surprise we found 
ourselves under surveilhmce, and deprived of our liberty. We entertained, 
however, no other views or intentions than those which we have stated, and 
declare that these statements are strictly true.'* 

Such is the account given by the missionary William Burns, wlio, together 
with his seven volumes of foreign books and his three sheet tracts, was given 
over into the charge of an officer, and brought in custody to this office. 

Having examined the above report, I (the Imperial Conunissioncr) have to 
observe thereon tliat the inland river of the city of Chaou-clio\Y is not one of the 

Eorts open to (foreign) commerce ; and it has never on that account been 
•equentcd by foreigners. I cammt but look upon it, therefore, as exceedingly 
improper, that William Burns (admitting him to be an Englishman), should 
change his own dress, shave his head, and, assuming the costume of a Chinese, 
penetmte into the interior in so irregular a manner. And, although, when 
closely examined by the magistrate, lie firmly maintained that religious teaching 
and the distribution of books, formed his sole object and occupation, it may 
certainly be; asked why docs William Burns leave Shanghae and come to 
Chaou-chow, just at a time when Kiang-naa and the other provinces are the 
scene of liostilities ? Or^ can it be that a person dressed in the garb, and 
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speaking the language of China is really an Englishman, or may he not be falsely 
assuming that character to further some mischievous ends ? 

I have directed _Heu, the assistant Nan-hae magistrate, to hand him over to 



', 




Williain Burns, seven volumes of I'oicign books, and three she^jt tracts, 
accompany this declaration. 

Heenfung, 6th year, 9th month, 2nd day. (September 30, 1856,) 



Inclosure 3 in No. 98. 
ComuX Parkes to Commismner Yelu 



Si^ Canton, October 3, 1856. 

; 1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge your Excellency's letter, received on 
the 1st instant, communicating the circumstances under which the Rev. William 
Burns, an English missionary, and two Chinese associates, were arrested at 
the city of Chaou-cliow, in this province, and sent in custody to Canton, and 
desiring me to ascertain whether Mr. Burns, who, as directed by your Excellency, 
had already been delivered over to me by the assistant magistrate, Heu, 5s, as he 
claims to be, an English subject, and whether the account of his travels and 
occupation given by him to the magistrate of Hae-yang be indeed correct. 

I have carefully examined all the statements contained in the report of the 
magistrate of Hae.yang, and am able, without hesitation, to assure your 
Excellency that they arc true in every respect. Mr. Burns is, as he has 
represented himself, a British subject, and is well known in China as a Protestant 
missionary, who for upwards of eight years has endeavoured to do good to the 
Chinese by religious teaching, as well as by gratuitously administering to their 
bodily w^ants. While others of his missionary brethren have remained stationary 
in one place, studying the sacred writings of the Chinese, and preparing transla- 
tions of their own, Mr. Burns has moved about from one place to another that 
he might have wider opportunity for preaching and distributing books. 

In doing so, however, he has hitherto confined himself to the five ports 
open to foreign commerce, and in reply to my inquiry why he on this occasion 
proceeded to Chaou-chow, which is not one of these ports, he stated to me that 
ne purposed simply to pay the place a j)assing visit ; and liaving no intention 
of staying there, would have left again immediately, had tlie authorities desired 
or allowed him to do so. They, however, being unaccustomed to sec foreigners 
in a native dress, mistook him, I conclude, for a suspicious character, and 
thought it necessary to arrest him ; and, serious as the consequences of tliis step 
may be to Mr* Burns, it must be admitted that he has subjected himself to them 
by his own deviation from what was right. 

As to the circumstance of his adopting the Chinese costume, your Excellency, 
who knows full well how liable foreigners are to be niolestcd, even at the five 
ports open to trade, by Chinese crowding round them to stare at their strange 
dress, will readily understand that Mr, Burns did this in order to escape the 
annoyance to which he must otherwise have been subjeetcd ; and I may mention 
here,* that the practice of wearing Chinese attire is now not uncommon to the 
foreign missionaries, whose profession naturally takes them an^ong the native 
population. 

Mr. Burns is now suffering from sickness, brought on by the fatigues of 
the journey frou\ Chaou-chow, protracted by the delays encountered on the way, 
to the unusual length of upwards of thirty days. ' He expresses hiuisclf, however, 
very grateful for the kind treatment he has received; but is anxious on account 
of Le*ah-yucn and Chiun-ah-seun, the two Chinese who were seized with him, 
an4 are to lum as brothers. 

Seeing, therefore, that your Excellency will now be perfectly assured both 
of the harmless chamcter of Mr. Burns, and the entire innocency of these two 
men, I venture to request that the Prefect of Chaou-chow may be directed by 
your Excellency to grant them their release; and, further, that I may be 
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informed by your Excellency of the dispatch of any orders which your Excellency 
may be pleased, in compliance with tliis request, to issue. 

I have, &c. 



(Signed) HARRY S. PARKES. 



Inclosure 4 in No. 98. 
Ommusioner Yeh to Consul Parkes^ 



(Translation.) 

YEH, Imperial High Commissioner^ Governor-General of the Two Kwang 
Provinces, &c., makes this declaration to H, S. Parkes, Esq., Her Britannic 
Majesty's Consul at Canton* 

On the 5th day of the 9th month (3rd October), I received your statement 
(relative to the Rev. W, C. Byrns and his Chinese associates), which I have 
attentively perused ; and I should inform you in reply, that at the time when 
the Chief Magistrate of .the District of Hae-yang forwarded Mr. Burns, in the 
charge of a special officer, to Canton, to be given over, as has already been done, 
into your charge and control, he further stated, in his official report on the 
subject, that having examined the two Chinese, Le-ah-yuen and Chin-ah-seun, 
who were arrested with Mr- Burns, the one being a native of Ching^hae district^ 
the other of Chaou^yang, and found that they had not associated themselves 
with Mr. Bums for any illegal purpose, he had already sent them back to their 
respective homes, where security will be taken for their behaviour (upon which 
they will be released from custody) • .r 

Heenfungj 6th year, 0th month, 8th day. (October 6, 1856.) 



^ Inclosure 5 in No* 98. 

Sir J* Bowring to Constd Parkes. 

Sir, Hong Kong^ October 8, 1856. 

I HAVE received your despatch dated the 6th instant, reporting the circum- 
stances connected with thp detention of Mr, Burns, and his delivery over to you ; 
and sending me tlje correspondence connected with the subject, between the 
Imperial Commissioner and yourself. 

I liave to express my thorough satisfaction with your proceedings in this 
iTiatter. 

You will inform Mr, Bunis that, after the representations of the Imperial 
Commissioner, I should deem it imprudent and improper that he should return 
tp the district from which he has been sent away. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' JOHN BOWRING. 



No, 99. 
The Karl of Clarendon to Sir J. Bowring. 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 8, 1856. 

I HAVE to instruct you to inform Consul Parkes that I entii*ely approve 
his proceedings, as reported in his despatch to you of the 6th of October 
last» and of which a oopy is inclosed in your despatch of the 8th of that 
month, upon the occasion of the arrest and conveyance to Conton of the 
Rev. W. BumSi and the two persons by whom he was* accompanied to the city 
ofChaou«ohow. 

I am, &c« 
(Signed) CLARENDON. 



